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ADVERTISEMENT. 

*  • 

In  perusing  tie  Notes  to  the  Pursuits  of  Literature 
the  Reader  is  requested  to  attend  particularly  to 
their  respective  dates. 


May  1803. 


;    f 
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ijaqun  mnd  C».  Printm^  Umhard  Strtity  Thtt  Strnr.J 
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THE    PREFACE.(*) 


Nx/y,  cj  CiXricre  Kti^crof  on^,    otS'  Sioi  iroi  citf^iv  oi  th;  TfffM 

AvrcJTf  ai  Koxau  yXcjircai  fyavovro,    uau   yskcjrat  f§  avranf   xat 
lAiOOf^    itiiTf  vXsaVf    a/fKunisnwff  xcci  vujf  lodi,  tri   wc   svpaxroi 

Ti^raiv  7^JU1^  ypafeiftf  mrsiiwnf  oiei  i^^v  iutfepnv     aXX*  oxrirs^ 

i>yip  ovTft;^  TOI2  OTK  ABIOI2. 

Euripidit      EpUt.     tx    Macedonia      ad     amicuoi    suum 
Cephisophontem.    Eifrip.  Op.  Edit.  Barnes.  Part.  2.  pag.  529. 


I  HAVE  again  revised  the  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Li- 
terature w}th  considerable  care,  as  I  am  of  opinion  that 
no  man  of  candour,  and  reflection  could  wish  to  see  any 
mistakes,  in  a  work  to  extensive,  continued  without  cor- 
rection, nor  the  various  parts  of  it  presented  to  the  pub- 
lic without  such  improvements,  alterations,  and  additions 
to  the  poetry  and  the  notes,  as  circumstances  have  arisen 
to  prompt  or  to  require.     This  is  all  which  I  have  done 

from 


(a)  This  Fre£ice  was  first  published  in  December  1800; 
some  passages  have  tieen  added  since.  (May  1603.) 
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C   v.-] 

from  time  to  time;  and  though  words  are  irrevocable,  yet 
the  last  corrections  of  any  author  should  be  considered  as 
the  sense  which  he  wishes  to  enforce. 

Impertiiien'ce  and  fahho(5d  I  1iave  at  all  times  equally 
despised,  and  equally  neglected.  It  will  be  seen  how* 
ever  that  by  omissions  and  alterations  I  have  manifested  a 
liberal  concern  for  my  unintentional  mistakes,  with  £he 
spirit  and  breeding  of  a  gentleman,  a  character  which  I 
^ever  will  forfeit  aor  resign  deliberately,  but  with  my 
Ufe.  **  Of  all  the  Boeotian  Critics  who  have  written 
**  scurrilousjy  against  me,  there  Is  oot  indeed  one  whom  a 
**  writer  of  reputation  would  not  wish  to.  have  his  enemy* 
**  To  my  authorship  they  are  heaitily  welcome.  Rome 
*'  permitted  her  staves  to  calumiiiale  her  best  citizens  in 
••  the  day  of  uiuniph.*'  {t) 

£h!  qui  veut  rassembler  aux  grenouilles  d'  Homcre, 
Implorant  ^  grands  cri&.k  fief  Dioadela  guerre, 
£t  les  dicui^  des  enfers,  et  Beliooc>  et  Pallis» 
£t  Ics  foadres  dcs  cicux, — /lour  se  *venger  des  rats  T 

For  as  to  the  stnardng  scrrbbTerT,  cumbrous  black-letter 
pedants,  and  translating  poetasters  of  the  day,  incidentally 
mentioned  in  the  poem,  with  all  their  littleV  bundles  of 
answers  and  remarks  nameless  and  forgotten,  I  would  only 
conduct  them  before  the  statue  of  Marsyas,  (r)  to  read 

their 


(li)  Warburton's  Preface  to  Pope's  Works. 

(r)  The  statue  of  Marsyas,  (tjie  Phrygian  Satyr  who  chal- 
lenged Apollo,  and  being  vanquidied  by  him  suffered  severely 
4H  an  example)  was  set  np  at  the  entrance  of  the  Forum  in  Rome, 
and- Horace  sayi^^  ObeOndus  Marsya  }*'  for  the  plain  English 
of  which  ••e  Mr.  BoscAWfN's  Translation. 

Indeed 
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their  fate  in  all  the  impotent  irritation  of  satirical  pubert}': 
the  passions  of  m^n  they  can  never  feel.  The  only  shield 
I  shall  ever  oppose  to  their  assaults  is  the  Volume  itself. 

Egli  medesmo  prese 
La  tasca,  e  dallo  scudo  dipartilla, 
£  fe'  ii  lume  di  quel  chiaro  e  paiese  I 
L'incantato  splendor,  che  ne  sfavilla, 
Gli  occhi  degVi  avversari  cosi  offese, 
Che  gli  fe'  restar  ciechi  allora  allora, 
£  cader  chi  da  poppa,  e  cbi  da  prora.  {J) 

But  to  speak  in  a  lighter  and  more  ethereal  strain  of  these 
Boeotian  critics,  Dn  Darwin,  (whose  -poetry  and  philo* 
sophical  ideas,  whenever  they  are  understood,  are  so 
universally  admired,)  offers  me  kindly  a  few  exquisite 
lines  applicable  to  ihem,  in  his  celebrated  description  of 
"  the  two  celestial  Bears^  major  and  minor,  dancing  round 
the  poUf  and  parted  by  Draco  /'* 

O  ehe  leggiadr9  €  grazipso  hallo  ! 

I  hope  the*  reader  mil  comprehend  the  Doctor's  sublime 
original ;  but  in  my  humble  metaphorical  application,  it  is 
as  plain  as  the  dance  of  the  Son,  Moon,  and  Earth  in  the 
Rehearsal. 

Mark 


»    i 


Indeed  modern  Translators  and  Makers  of  verses  seldom  give 
occasion  for  the  inimitable  simplicity  of  Agnes's  qucstioB  in 
Moliere*s  Ecole  des  Femmes ; 

*^  Si  les  enfans  qu'  on  fait,  se  fnsoUvii/iar  Poriilk  ?  * 

(J)  Ai-iostOj  Cant.  lo.  St.  Jo. 

♦  Act.  t.  Sc.i. 
9ik 


I 

Mark,  (e)  with  vast  convolution  Draco  holds 
The  ecliptic  axis  in  his  scaly  folds ! 
O'er  half  the  skies  his  neck  enornnous  rears. 
And  with  immense  maeanders yi^r/i  the  Bears; 
Onward  the  hindied  B^^rj*with  footsteps  rude 
Dance  round  the  ^i^\t^  jiur suing  and  pursued  !  {/) 

But  to  return  to  this  nether  world  and  it's  concerns. 

I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that  Literature  must  be 

considered 


(c)  What  does  the  reader  mark  in  all  Dr.  Darwin's  poetry 
and  philosophy  ?  for  my  own  part,  1  mark  and  see  too  frequently 
in  this  very  ingenious  man  and  most  excellent  Physician,  (for 
such  he  undoubtedly  is)  Martinus  Scribterus  himself  in 
exultation  at  his  own  discoveries,  and  in  sovereign  contempt 
over  his  Brother  Albertus.  See  Martinu&'s  Mem  )irs ;  See 
Dr.  Darwin's  oeconomy .  of  vegetation  ;  See  Chaos  exploding  ! 
See  Stars  projected  from  Chaos  hy  expUsvms ;  See  the  Earth 
thrown  from  a  Solar  Volcano  !  The  Moon  (per  contra)  thrown 
from  a  terrestrial  Volcano !  See  Ice-lands  (on  a  principle 
cf  eccnomy  among  the  Sovereigns  of  the  northern  hemisphere, 
and  to  prevent  the  wasting  of  the  public  money  in  unnecessary 
wars, )  See  {I  repea t  it,)  Ice-Islands  navigattd  hy  their  united 
labours  from  north  to  south  ///  Sec,  Szc,  Coelum  ipsum  petimuf 
staltitii.    The  passage  to  which  I  allude  is  the  following: 

**  If  the  nations  who  inhabit  this  hemisphere  of  the  globe^ 
iNMTE  AD  of  destroying  their  Seamen  and  exhausting  their  wraith  in 
unnecessary  ivars^  could  be  induced  to  unite  their  labours  to 
natngate  these  immense  masses  of  ice  into  the  more  touthem 
•ceans^  two  great  advantages  would  result  to  mankind,&c.&c."!!!! 

Dr.  Darwin's  ovtn  wordt.  See  the  (Economy  of  Vegetation. 
Cant.  z.  pa|!;e6o.  Bvo  edition.  1799.  What  can  the  Doctor 
mean?     (Dec.  1800.) 

(/)  Darwin's  Botanic  Garden,  J*arl  I.  or  The  CEconomy  of 
Vegetation,  Canto  i.  v.  517. 


[    ix    ] 

considered  in  all  its  departments,  and  not  only  the  subject 
but  the  mode  {g)  of  composition  must  be  examined. 

I  have 

(/)  la  particular  1  would  obferve  that   the  modern   style 
of  Biography  seems  to  call  for  some  animadversion.     When 
the    examples   of   great   men,    poets,  statesmen^    or  philoso- 
phers are  to  be  delivered  to  the  world,  the  ofHce  of  the  Bio- 
grapher is  arduous,  and  requires  no  common  taUntf.     But  now 
the  onequalled  simplicity  of  Plutaich,  the  sense  and  spirit  f  of 
Johnson,  and    the  discriminating    taste   of*    Mason,  are   lost 
in  the  disgusting  modern  language  of  affectation  and  the  cant 
of  sensibility.     The  Namby  pamby  school  of  the  Crusca  must  not 
be  suffered  to  revive  either  in  verse  or  in  prose. 

On  the  subject  ofthepiesent  mode  of  Biography  and  Memoirr 
writing,  I  am  happy  to  be  cble  to  present  the  reader  with  a  letter 
said  to  be  written  to  a  friend  by  one  of  that  species  of  Literati 
called  ^*  The  Fashionables ^""^  u  hen  he  was  preparing  a  collection 
of  Letters  and  Memoirs  for  publication,  but  1  cannot  answer 
for  it*s  authenticity  though  it  has  all  the  internal  marks  of  an 
original !    The  following  is  an  exa6l  copy. 

"  Mt  Dear  Sir,  March  19,  1803. 

I  AM  so  delighted  with  the  literary  treasures  which  I  communis 
cated  to  you  lately,  that  I  feel  impatient  to  offer  chcm  to  the  pub- 
lic, but  I  am  solicitous  to  secure  myself,  and  at  the  s^me  time  to 
partake  of  a  reasonable  profit^  which  1  think  must  result  from 
the  work.  Being  rather  Uiflident,  and  dreading  *^  the  /in sumptuous 
sentence  0/  periodical  criticism^'  I  called  on  my  md  acquaintance 
Mr.  WiREWovE  HoTPREss,  (who  isa  most '*  <r/»/^^/r**  Book- 
seller and  an  ''  e/ichanting'*  man)  for  his  opinion  ;  and  I  laid  be* 
fore  him  my  account  of  nearly  three  hundred  and  fifty  nine  Folio 
Volumes  of  state-papers  in  M.  S.  which  I  had  discovered,  and  a 
large  collection  of  private  letters  and  M.S.  verses  of  some  ce- 
lebrated poets  and  statesmen;  and  I  hinted  at  iv!)at  mi^ht  be 
done,  if  I  were  encouraged  by  so  enlightened  a  jnd^e.  Mr. 
Wirewove  Hotprets  **  glo'Ujed  'wilh JiecuUar  warm/h  and  eagemiss** 
at  my  proposal,  which  he  said  he  fully  understood,  without  sering 

f  With  k  ftw  exceptions,  ♦  Life  of  Gtsty. 


[  «  3 

I  have  indeed  endeavoured  to  look  far  into  the  service 
•f  the  time,  and  I  have  been  instructed  by  some  of  tbc 

best 

aline  of  the  M.S.  He  said  be  was  convinced  of  their  excellence; 
and  if  I  could  but  '*  weayg  into  the  texture  oj  my  memoirs'^  an  ex- 
tensive collection  of  private  letters  and  posthumous  rhymes,,  he 
would  answer  for  the  success.     He  hinted  that  it  was  not  very 
material  how  silly  and  uninteresting  the  greater  part  of  them 
might  be,  if  they  were  bat  originalsj   with  a  fac-simile  of  the 
hand-writings,  if  possible.    He  hinted  also  that  if  the  compo- 
sition could  be  sjiun  out  (Mr.  Wircwove  Hotpress  is  very  exact 
in  his  metaphors)   into   thiee  or  more  large   volumes  in  roya} 
quarto  with  a  price  highly  gratifying  to  purchasers  after  a  long 
war,  or  at  the  commencement  of  a  new  one,  he  would  take  upon 
himi»elf  to  say,  that  such  a  work  would   *^  continue  to  tparkle 
**   in  the  eyes  of  all  men^  like  the  radiant  staf   of  the     e'vemng^ 
**  fierjietually    hailed   by    the  voice    of  gratitude^   affection^    and 
**  delight  r*    When  1  proceeded  to  explain  more  minutely  the 
extent  of  my  work,  Mr.  Wirewove,  with  an  ingenuous  suscepti* 
bility,  assured  me  that  he  saw  that  '*  there  was  a  principle 
of  imperishable  vitality**  in   my  composition,   thongfi  it  might 
chance  to  be  a  little  unequal  in  some  of  it's  parts;   for  that  very 
eloquent  man  said,  there  might  be  *'  calamitous  eclipses  of  the  most 
effulgent  mind  ;**'2nd  if,  he  added,  in  ^*  weanfing your  texture^**  you 
should  nometimes  be  a  little  unintelligible,  it  was  common  to 
many  of  the  greatest  geniusses  of  the  day,  literary  or  political, 
from  existing  circumstances.     I  told  him,   I  believed  I   was  not 
without  fire  in  the   ardour  of  composing   and    connecting  ; 
though  I  modestly  excepted  myself*  from   the  nunkler  of  foets^  to 
which  exception  he  readily  agreed.    Oh,    I  understand  you, 
said  the  **#«rilaif//jv^*' creature,  (though  I  believe  he  was  a  litrle 
sly,  which  I  afterwards  discovered)  your  *^fire  is  so  refined  and 
•*  mthereal  that  it  cannot  he  expected  to  shine  in  the  grois  atmos/ihcre 
••  rf  worldly  contention.*^    I   hope,    Mr.  Wircwove,   you  don't 

mean 


*  Horace  and  Mr.  Hayley  (with  an  amiuhte  sympathy)  unite  in  this  opinion 
of  themselves.  See  Mr.  H.  s  Letter  to  Earl  Cow^  ^rcExed  to  his  life  of  the 
roee. 


btit,  tile  imblesl,  and  tlie  wiieit  men  whoin  dncieht  an^ 

modern 

mean  that — (ibr  1  did  not  quite  comprehend  his  metaphoi; 
about  **  vycrldly  conlent/on**  and  I  really  thought  be  hificed  that 
the  work  might  not  bustle  through  the  world,  or  in  other 
termSythat  it  might  not  sell ;) — Oh,  not  at  all,  said  he,  I  am  as  in* 
nocent  as  yourself  of  any  meaning  whatsoever:  itmQSt/f//|  if 
jour  memoirs  are  but  **  copious  and firoduced  ixxilh  all  becoming 
disjiatch.^* — I  have  the  pleasure  to  say  that  I  agreed  with  Mr, 
Wirewovc  Hocprcss  for — (you  may  guess  what,)  and  (his  winter 

« 

you  may  expect  three  royal  4to.  volumes,  and  in  the  spring 
two  more,  as  copious  as  the  French  military  spawn  in  Egypt. 
When  the  work  is  actually  in  the  press  you  shall  hear  further. 

Your's,  &c.  &c.»* 

W.  C.  H. 

N.  B.  The  reader*  will  perceive  that  the  writer  of  this  letter  js 
peculiarly  versed  in  thc/^raj/o/o^  of  Mr.  Haylev  in  bis  life 
OF  THE  POET  CowpER,  (lately  publifhed)  from  which  he  has 
culled  a  few  (and  a  very  few)  of  the  choicest  flowers  of  language 
and  metaphors  verbatim.  It  is  unnecessary  to  ihark  the  pages 
from  Mr.  Hayley's  work  whence  they  are  all  taken. 

As  to  the  publication  itself,  the  letters  of  a  great  Poet  must  ak 
ways  command  attention  on  their  first  appearance^  and  we  arc 
obligee!  to  an  Editor  of  soch  compositions.  Of  Mr.Cowper'sL^tr 
ters  many  are  excellent  and  ytty  interesting,  bnt  the  greater  part 
of  them  might  have  been  supprefled,  particularly  those  so  deeply 
tinctured  with  the  religion  of  Calvin,  which  is  now  spreading 
in  this  Country  in  so  fatal  a  manner,  while  it's  votaries 
forget  that  this  sy (tern  **  .seems  to  rest  (as  it  is  well  expressed 
by  one  of  our  greatest  Divines*)  on  this  execrable  foundation, 
that  God  is  a  Tyrant."  The  effects  of  it  are  too  visiblo^  and 
will  long  coiuinue  to  disturb  the  disturbed. 

Mr.  Haylcy*s  language,  in  the  connecting  parts  of  the  wcfrk»  i« 
SQch  a  sartag9  loquendi  as  1  have  seldom  seen,  and  which  I  mark 

3  4  with 

'■*  Dr.  Balguy  (of  Wincheiter's)  Discours^f,  Disc.  4  p.  $9. 
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modern  ages  have  produced;  and  till  years  steal  on  and 
wear  me  out  of  action  I  will,  if  occasion  should  offer,  yet 
stand  forth  in  the  same  common  cause.  Sic  Drancis  dicta 
teefellam. 

But  we  should  all  remember,  that  in  an  empire  exten- 
sive, opulent,  luxurious,  and  commercial  like  Great  Bri* 
tain,  many  new  regulations  and  new  ordinances  founded 
on  constitutional  principles  must  be  expected,  and  loucily 
called  for  in  the  days  of  general  convulsion.  Lakes  and 
quiet  streams  may  be  bounded  safely  by  banks  of  verdure 
and  flowers;  but  the  ocean,  turbulent  and  tempestuous, 
can  be  confined  alone  by  rocks  and  mountains.  We  have 
given  to  the  surrounding  nations  the  example  of  steadi- 
ness, of  unanimity,  of  a  fixed  aversion  to  political  change, 
and  of  the  loftiest  refusal  of  all  submission  to  the  com- 
mon  rOE  AND  UNIVERSAL   TYRANT,   in    OUr  COUnci)s 

and  actions  abroad  and  at  home. 

I  am  decidedly  convinced  that  the  principles  of  Repub- 
lican 

with  regret  on  such  a  topic;  for  it  is  afFcfled  and  flimsy, 
with  idle  tautology  and  ridiculous  metaphors:  Mr.  H.*s  sen- 
timtnts  also  are  sometimes  very  exceptionable.  Mr.  Cowper's 
posthumous  vencs  are  in  general  far  too  trifling  for  the  public 
inspection,  and  should  have  been  omitted;  but,  aliur  non  fit, 
JviUy  Liher.  Above  all,  in  drawing  the  picture  of  the  Poet, 
hunfianity  and  good  sense  equally  required  that  the  judgment 
of  Timanthes  should  have  been  exercised*.' 

This  excellent  and  virtuous  Man,  Mr.  Cowper,    must   be 

considered  as  claiming  the  title  of  a  Pobt  chiefly  from  The 

Task,  which  is  a  work  equally  sublime,  pathetic,  interesting 

and  original. 

Custodiat  urnam 

Cana  Fides,  vigilentque  pcrenni  lampade  Musa?. 

(May,.  1 803.) 

Dr. 


licio  or  Con fular  France,  wherever  they  are  introduced,  mo* 
dified.  or  disguised,  can  never  ultimaiely  suffer  the  existence 
of  any  one  ancient  or  present  institution  or  establishment, 
political  or  religious,  in  this  kingdom,  or  in  any  state  ia 
Europe  or  in  Asia.  It  '\%  idle,  or  rather  it  is  wicked,  to  sup. 
pose  that  we  can  now  be  lulled  into  such  a  false  security, 
and  sleep  the  sleep  of  death  un4er  the  iprpor  of  such  a 
desperatp  and  wilful  credulity. 

I  trust  Great  Britain  will  never  be  delivered  over  by 
her  Ministers,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  a  directprialor  to. a 
consular  dynasty.  No :  though  under  thd  severest  pressure 
and  the  most  acknowledged  perils,  our  glovy  i  s  not  tarnished ; 
our    possessions    are    increased;    oua     monarchal 

SUPREMACY  ON  THE  OCEAN  IS  CQNFiKMED.    Mr.  Pitt 

[\o  whose  deep  classical  erudition  every  scholar  will 
assent,  and  who  must  know  and  feel  the  affinity  which  a 
poet  bears  to  an  orator,)  may  possibly  remember,  or  he  will 
certainly  read  with  pleasure,  the  following  lines,  at  once  tri- 
umphant and  aflfecting,  in  the  dark  but  sublime  Monodia  of 
the  Poet  of  Chalcis. 

0AAA22H2  SKHHTPA   KAI   MONAPXIAN 

-     »  ■       ' 

AABONTE2  ! — «x  a/xmocTOv,  otdXia  riaTpiy, 
Ki^Joj-  ptapavQev  6yxaTaxpy\|/gir  ^o^a/  I    (^} 

The  enthusiasm  of  literary  men  may  awhile  be  led  astray 
by  an  undiscerning  predilection  for  the  republics  of  anti- 
quity, and  the  fasces  which  preceded  Cato  and  the  elder 
Brutus.  But  I  hope  there  never  will  be  found,  either  now 
or  hereafter  in  Great  Britain,  a  Muse  so  servile,  so  degraded, 
so  lost,  so  forgetful  of  her  honour  and  of  her  high  preroga- 
tive,  as  to  offer  incense  at  the  thror\e,  or  at  the  shrine,  of  a 
French  Conful  reeking  with  the  innocent  blood  of  UnofFend-* 
ing  Egypt,  and  haughty  from  the  desolation  of  Marengo. 

"We 

(^)  L/copbrca,  AlexAudtu.  r.  xzig. 
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We  must  remember  the  origin  aod  progress  6l  the  French 
Revolution,  for  we  feel  it  in  all  it's  consequences  throughout 
£.ufope,  Asia  and  America.  I  wish  to  present  the  Picture  of 
the  state  ol  Europe  as  drawn  in  the  year  1794.  that  it  may  not 
pass  from  our  mind  without  the  illustration  of  Poetry,  (z) 

Through  £u a opb's  bounds,  'tis  her  devoted  age, 
Fires  from  within  and  central  thunders  rage  :  (i) 
On  Gallia's  shores  I  mark  the  unhallovv'd  pow  V, 
Her  godless  regents  feel  the  madd'ning  bouri 
Dread  architectb  of  ruin  and  of  crime, 
Kn  revolution's  permanence  sublime. 
And  cruel  nonsense !  o'er  the  astonithM  World 
The  flag  of  dire  equality  unfurl'd, 
Drizxling  with  blood  of  millions,  streams  in  air  ; 
The  scroll,  FiATBaN4t  freedom,  death,  despaie  ! 
They  pass:  nor  Rhine  nor  Rubicon  they  know ; 
Torrents  may  roar,  or  tranquil  streams  may  flow. 
In  unappall*d  protrusion  on  they  burst, 
All  nations  cursing,  by  all  nations  curst. 
Lo,  Belgium  yields  to  unresisted  fate  ; 
JVithin  her  ministers  of  terror  wait : 
Nature  with  rod  petrific  smites  the  land. 
And  binds  the  floods  in  adamantine  band. 
Till  Gallia's  Chief  in  right  of  William  sways. 
And  Freedom,   once  with  life-drops  bought,   obeys. 
See,  where  dismemberM  trembling  Spain  resigns 
Feruvia's  radiance,  and  Potosi*s  mines: 
The  pillars  of  The  Eternal  City  bow, 
And  the  tiara  from  the  Ponrifl'sbrow 
Drops  to  the  dust,  no  more  in  Peter's  fane 
The  Consistorial  Brotherhood  shall  reign* 


(/)  See  the  Imperial  Epistle  from  Kien  Long  Emperor.of  China 

« 

to  George  the  3d.  (v.  366, ^c.)  translated  by  the  author  of  the 
P.  ofL. 

The  delineation  of  Consular  France  yet  remains  for  a  future 
Poet.  -  - .     -    .  , 


.  ^ 


I 
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Tct  tre ;  the  ttirban  nods  by  factions  torn ; 

A  ieDgth'ningy  sa<|f  tncl  sullen  sound  is  borne 

Arouad  Sophia's  faallow'd  conscioos  ivallS| 

Matt'riflg  the  doom  denouncM  :  her  Crescent  falb. 

Still  view,  ia  western  (/}  climes  Death's  palest  horsr 

With  pestilence  and  slaughter  marks  his  course, 

While  dusky  ^ibes,  with  aiore  than  maniac  rage 

Rending  their  brazen  bonds,  in  war  engage: 

For  FrAnce  still  burns  to  makci  with  dire  intent. 

Hell  and  this  world  omb  realm,  (m)  one  contineitt! 

When  I  have  contemplated  this  Picture,  I  am  indeed  very 
grateful  for  the  name  and  rights  of  an  Engiishman,  and  I 
have  been  awakened  to  join  in  the  endeavour  to  preserve 
them.  I  confess  that  I  have  a  settled  contempt  for  nonsense 
and  sophistry ;  and  I  feel  a  sharpness  in  my  nature  against 
every  species  of  irinovation  which  is  hazardous  and  unne- 
cessary, and  against  the  very  approach  of  that  political  re-- 
form, which  must  prove  the  certain  harbinger  and  vaunt 
courier  of  revolution,  democracy,  and  all  the '  variety  of 
wickedness  and  of  horror. 

The  charge  of  malignity,  or  of  ill-nature,  against  the  per- 
son of  any  individual,  as  such,  I  utterly  disclaim  and  so« 
lemnly  deny,  because  it  is  not  true.  If  however  my  wri- 
tings should  descend  to  other  times,  I  will,  with  respect 
to  that  charge  and  to  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions,  confi- 
dently address  myself  to  them  in  the  language  of  poetry  and 
of  truth ; 

Saocta  ad  vos  Anima^  afque  istlus  inscia  cul/itt^ 
Descendam  doctorum  baud  unquam  oblitus  avorum. 

But  in  a  composition,  like  the  Pursuits  of  Literature,  when 
judgment  is  to  be  given  on  men,  their  works,  their  actions^, 
and  their  writings  in  the  hour  of  instant  danger ^  it  is  impos- 
sible 

"  (/)    The  Weft  Indies. 

(fli)  A  vcncfsQm  Milton  P.  L. 


sibic  ip  set  off  one  quality  by  another.     We  have  unfor- 
tunately  lived  to  see  and  hear  men,  in  comparison  of  whom 
Bolinghroke  was  humble,    Milton  was  mild,    and  Hobbes 
was  rational.     On  all  the  great  and  master  principles,  which 
maintain  and  invigorate  the  liie  and  the  healthful  existence 
of  this  kingdom  and  of  all  civilized  states,  the  public  opi- 
nion must  nozj  be  concentrated  with  as  little  divergence  as 
possible.     For  this  powerfill  and  unanswerable  reason,    if 
men  of  birth  and  fortune,  Senators  or  Statesmen,  are  found 
virtually  conspiring,  or  contributing  by  different  means  with 
men  of  the  loy^est  ciai^ses  of  society,  to  produce  the   same 
ipffect,  I  mean,  the  subversion  of  their  Country  and  it's  Con* 
stitution ;  their  rank  is  then  annihilated,  the  political  distance 
between  them  is  lost,  and  they  must  appear  together  on  the 
same  canvas  and  in  the  same  colours.     \ye  are  tired  of 
Gallic  phrases,  the  honours  of. the  sitting,  apd  the  fraternal 

}wi&s.  {n) 

Consumpta  est  fabiila  vulgi, 

£t  cantata  diu  ri^erunt  Otcula  Gives, 

But  of  Gallic  principles,  sentiments,  and  resolutions  we 
must  hold  another  language.  Formerly  indeed  it  was 
esteemed  a  crime  to  scatter  abroad  ambiguous  expres. 
sions  among  the  people.  But  now  when  all  govern- 
ments 

(ff)  It  reminds  me  of  a  book  written  by  Sir  John  Birkenhead 
in  the  time  cf  the  civil  wars,  entitled,  **  the  Children's 
*<  Dictionary,  being  an  exact  collection  of  all  new  words 
**  ioru  sin(9  November  3,  1640,  in  speeches,  prayers/and  scrmoRs, 
'*  as  well  those  that  signify  something,  z%  those  that  signify 
**  nothing.'**  In  the  last  edition  of  the  French  Academy's  Dic- 
tionary, jusc  piinted  at  Paris,  there  is  an  Appendix,  something 
like  the  Children's  Dictionary,  of  the  ^'  Sans^Culottides^  the 
"  DecadaWesC^  &c.  &c.  Such  is  the  varied  jargon  which  hypo- 
crisy invented  and   blattered  forth  in  (he  last  century,  and  Ja- 

eobinism  has  revived  in  the  present  age. 

Sspe 

Bilcm^  satpe  jocum  rAV'ti  mov<tttT]vx3i.tii%l 
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mcnts  and  estaWishments  are  shaking  aroand  us,  we  are  tm 
be  told  with  effrontery  and  impunity  in  public  papers  which 
pass  from  hand  to  hand,  through  cities,  towns,  and  villages, 
that,  where  there  is  no  despotism  there  is  no  usurpation,  and 
that  the  authority  of  an  ufurper,  while  he  conforms  to  laws 
olhis  own  making,  is  legal.     What  is  this  but  to  overthrow 
the  principle  of  all  just  obedience,  and  the  basis  of  every  es- 
tablished government  ?    What  is  it  but  to  invite  the  subjects 
of  every  kingdom  to  revolution  and  open  rebellion,  from  the 
example  ol  a  fortunate  soldier?   But  I  hope  still,*  that  the 
People  of  this  country  will  folr  ever  remember,  and  act 
under  the  impression  of  the  words  of  an  ardent,  powerful, 
and  eloquent  writer,  that  •*  From  the  beginning  of  the  world 
"to  this  day,   there  never  was    any  great  public  or 
"PRIVATE    VILLAINY  acted    by  men,    and  submitted  to, 
"but  upon   the  strength   of  some  great  fallacy   put  upon 
"their  minds  by   a  false   representation  of  good  for  evil, 
"  and  of  evil  for  good." 

We  cannot  now,  and  I  trust  we  never  shall,  consent  to 
bear  the  raving  of  Clubs  declared  to  be  the  national  opinion  ; 
2nd  in  the  same  sentence,  to  hear  that  national  opinion  declar- 
"  id  to  posses  a  just  authority  over  the  proceedings  of  the 
"Legislature.*' (i)  I  think  that  the  Essence  ol  the  Jaco- 
bin 


(*■)  Rf ad  the  Declaration  of  the  Whig  Club  on  January  23, 
1796,  signed,  Charles  Jambs  Fox!     in  the  copy  n^wbef^ie' 
mc,  "printed  for  R.  White,  Piccadilly,  1796^  this  Declaration  is 
isscned  to  be  the  composition  of  Mr.  Shi  mo  an,  Mr.  Erskine, 
Mr.  Frajicis,  all  Members  of  Parliament,  and  of  Mr  James 
Mackihtoir,  who  is  noiv  ("A.  D.  1800.)  a  Reader  of  Public  Le^ 
turcs  on  theLaw  of  Nature  and  Nations  in  the  Hall  of  LiorolnV 
Inn,  h  fiunuancf  of  an  order  rf  that  Honour  a  Ue  Society  .*   lap  peal  to 
printed  pamphlets,  and  to  matters  of  fact ;   bur  in  this  instanre  f 
>bill  leave  the  comment  to  the  reader.     Dec.  1 800. 

•  Set  the  wprds  in  the  titJc'page  of  Mr.  Mackintosh' t  Introductox'^  D'vv 
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bin  Ciub-doctrine*  in  what  couairy  soever  fuch  Clubs  afe 
instituted  and  continued,  may  bepropcrly  and  adequately  stated 
(and  may  all  the  loyal  and  reflecting  subjects  io  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  never  forget  their  inevitable  tendency  and  irre- 
versible conclusion !)  to  consist  in  these  positions ;  namely  t 

"  To  call  the  People  of  any  country  the  Sovereign  Power 
'*  in  opposition  to  the  lawful,  permanent,  and  established 
••  authority  vested  in  the  Governors  of  it : 

**  To  call  the  sense  of  Cltibs  associated  Che  sense  of  that 
••  Sovereign  People : 

"  That  when  those  Clubs  have  thought  proper  to  deli  vet 
"  and  publish  their  doctrines  and  resolutions,  to  declare 
*Mhat  TH£  SOVEREIGN   PEOPLE   bave  in  effect  spoken 

••  THEIR  will: 

"  That  in  consequence  of  this  their  sovereigm 
<*  wiLL»  the  measures  of  a  government  are  to  be  changed, 
"  ministers  deposed,  a  King  dethroned^  and  i  constitution 
"  regenerated! 

'*  That  further,  as  these  momentdus  concerns  are  carried 
••  on  chiefly  in  the  metropolis  of  any  kingdom,  it  is  virtu- 
ally to  declare,  that  the  sense  of  the  disaffected  part  of 
the  People  of  that  metropalis  is  the  controlling 
POWEK  or  THE  State  ;  as  the  Government  andit's  Minis- 
ters can  neither  be  overawed,  nor  seized  upon  in  any  other 
place; — and  particularly  as  all  the  other  disaffected 
**  Clubs  in  the  country  establish  their  doctrines  and 
found  their  resolutions  on  the  grand  Metropolitan  Heresy." 


SI 


<• 


Such  is  the  spirit  of  that  informe  Cadaver,  of  that  shape- 
less  body  which  has  been  dragged  forth  and  exposed  to  the 
Ijght  of  heaven.  For  we  must  never  suffer  this  truth  to  pass 
from  our  minds,  namely  that, 

To   PRESERVE    THE   METROPOLIS    IS  TO  PRESERVE 

TU£  Empire.  -* 

Prodita 
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Prodita  dnn  hxAnt  portMrum  cUustra  Tyrannit, 
M9fO«m  aUquod  diibi&pro  Libertate  deccbit! 

Jacobinism  in  her  natural^  ferocious,  and  unsoftened  fea- 
tures has  for  a  season  slunk  away  from  the  public  loathing 
in  Great  Britain ;  but  we  may  depend  upon  it,  she  yet  *'  lies 
*' couching  head  on  ground,  with  catlike  watch;"  though 
in  this  country  the  Monster  has  lost  many  of  her  ofFspring, 
nvhom  true  reason  and  sober  philosophy  have  torn  from  her* 

Dcierta  sub  antro 

Accubat  Ilia  jaccns!  ubi  enim  qnibiis  nbera  pascat, 

Aiuquosingenti  premat  exspectata  ruini? 

Hactenus  arma,  tubae,  ferrumque^  et  vulncra.  (k) 

But  surely  the  most  powerful  light  should  still  continue  to  be 
thrown  on  her  secret  caverns  and  skulking  places;  for  the 
sleeping  and  the  inactive  will  be  her  prey.  \Vc  have  rea- 
son still  to  watch  over  our  safety,  while  so  many  of  the  ori- 
ginal principles  of  Jacobinism  arc  not  only  unretracted  hut 
solemnly  avowed,  and  openly  renewed  at  stated  periods^ 
by  men  who  would  be  thought  worthy  of  high  political  trust, 
and  of  their  Country's  best  confidence  and  consideration. 

Idle  compliments  however,  timid  compromising,  fatal  half- 

f 

measures,  and  the  false  politeness  of  submission  to  names 
must  not  once  be  heard  of  at  such  a  time,  when  the  powers 
of  darkness,  of  tyranny,  of  ignorante,  and  of  sophistry  are 
•et  in  array  against  us. 

We  arc  not  fallen :  we  may  yet  travel  on  in  the  greatness 
•f  our  imparted  strength,  since  we  know  in  what  and  in 
whom  we  have  trusted.  We  must  also  preserve  the  dignity 
of  Learning  in  all  her  original  brightness  and  integrity,  fur 
we  are  not  in  the  ruins  of  OVK  Athens;  but  in  the  walks 
of  Literature,  of  true  philosophy,  and  of  unshrinking 
eloquence,  we  have  yet  something  more  to  shew  than  t/ie 
Lantern  of  Demosthenes. 

(d)  Stat.  Thcb.  L  lo. 
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In  conclusion,  I  would  observe  that  the  following  or 
similar  words,  or  the  substance  of  them,  are  recorded  to 
have  been  delivered  in  Parliament  a  few  years  before  the 
Rebellion  in  1745.  I  shall  apply  the  spirit  of  them  to  the 
enemies  of  the  principles  of  this  work  on  the  Pursuits  of 
Literature,  but  not  to  the  enemies  of  the  work  itself.  The 
words  are  these  :*  '*  The  heat  which  has  offended  them 
**  is  the  ardour  of  conviction,  and  that  zeal  for  the  service 
"  of  my  country,  which  neither  hope  nor  fear  shall  influence 
"  me  to  suppress.  I  will  not  sit  unconcerned  when 
••  (public)  Liberty  is  threatened  or  invaded ;  nor  look  in 
••  silence  on  (intended)  public  Robbery;  I  will  exert 
••  my  endeavours,  at  whatever  hazard,  to  drag  the  aggres* 
••sors  to  justice,  whoever  may  protect  them,  or  whoever 
**  may  (ultimately)  partake  of  the  national  '  plun- 
••derI" 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  Speaker  was  William  Pitt,  and  the 
Reporter,  Samuel  Johnson.  But  whether  the  words  were 
ever  spoken,  and  faithfully  reported,  or  only  ingeniously 
invented  and  applied,  the  substance  of  them  I  adopt  and 
publicly  profess  as  my  unequivocal- sentiments,  as  f^r  as 
they  can  be  applicable  to  any  endeavours,  or  to  any  labours 
of  mine. 

With  the  same  firmness  therefore^  and  with  the  same 
unabated,  deliberate  confidence  of  intention  with  which 
I  first  submitted  this  volume  to  the  public,  I  again  respect- 
fully offer  it  to  the  serious  regard  and  impartial  judgment 
of  the  British  Nation. 

DoCTRINiC    HAC  VlKDEX    GeNIO  MONITA    ALTA  BtlTANKO. 


•  » 


Dr.  Johnson's  Parliamentary  Debates  in  1741,  vol.  i.  p.  307. 


TO 
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TO   THE   READER, 


-i-p— if^wflimp 


£xapi>|«  /X6V  TH  vifoEmf 
Apruiff  ^acmaa 

TON  AAHAON  ANAPA  »«»t»  ix^€t;«» !  • 


I  RECOMMEKD  the  following  anecdote  to  sagacious 
persons,  who  know  all  authors  (and  me  among  the 
rest)  by  their  style,  or  by  any  other  certain  or 
infallible  sign.  The  anecdote  is  known  to  those 
who  are  accurately  versed  in  literary  history. 

§ 
Julius  Scaliger  wrote  and  published  an  oration,' 

without  his  name,  against  the  celebrated  tract  by 

Klrasmusi  called  Ciceronianus.      Erasmus,  having 

b  perused 

*  Soph.  JEA.  T.  r.  481. 
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perused  it,  immediately,  (and  upon  conviction  as 
he  thought,)  fixed  upon  Hicronimus  Aleander, 
who  was  afterwards  made  an  Archbishop  by  Leo  X. 
and  a  Cardinal  by  Pope  Paul  the  Third,  as  the 
author  of  the  whole,  or  of  the  greatest  part  of  it, 
by  signs  which  he  conceived  to  be  certain  and 
infallible.  These  signs  were  strong  indeed ;  his 
phraseology,  his  manner  of  speaking,  his  peculiar 
diction,  his  habits  of  life,  and  even  the  very 
intercourse  which  Erasmus  had  daily  with  him. 
Nay,   his  genius  and  disposition  were  so  evident, 

that  Aleander  could  not  be  more  intimately  known 

i 

to  himself,  than  he  was  to  Erasmus. 

Yet  Erasmus  was  mistaken  entirely. 

His  judgment  and  sagacity  will  not  be  questioned ; 
but  hear  his  own  words,  for  on  such  an  occasion,  as 
the  present,  they  are  particularly  remarkable. 
"  Ex  phrasi,  ex  ore,  ex  locutionc,  aliisque  complu- 
'*  ribus,  mihi  persuasi  iioc  opus,  maxima  saltern 
"  ex  parte,  esse  Hieronimi  Aleandri.  Nam  mihi 
**  Geniys  illius  ex  domcstico  convictu  adeo  eognitus 

**  per* 
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'^  perspectusque  est,  ut  ipse  sibi  non  possit  esse 
•*  notior!!"  (a) 

I  recx)minehd  this  anecdote  to  the  consideration 
of  those  persons  who  from  random  conjecture, 
without  any  knowledge,  or  any  proof  whatsoever, 
continue  to  ascribe  the  following  work  to  men, 
who  are  all  equally  guiltless  of  my  labours,  and  all 
equally    ignorant   of  my    intentions.  (^)      But   I 

believe, 

(i)  Erasmi  Epist.  370.  c.  ij^^.    Op.  Fol.  Ed.  Opt.  Lugd. 

{i)  There  is  a  pleasant  passage  in  one  of  Pascars  Provincial 
Letters,  in  which  the  Author  and  a  Father  Confessor  hold  a 
conference  concerning  some  accredited  Casuists,  and  the  new 
jDoralitjr^  The  Dialogue  is  smart  and  spngbUy,  and  casi]jr 
adapted  to  the  Probabiksj  Corps  on  the  present  occasion.  Titc 
Confessor  says ;  **  Nous  laissons  les  Peres  a  ceux  qui  traitent 
Af  PMirvii  nous  ne  citons  dans  nos  ecrits  <)ue  les  noaveaux 
Casaistes\<-— *  Mais  qui  sont  ces  nouveaux  Auteurs:'*— Ce  sont 
des  gens  bitn  habiles  et  hhn  ceUbres  (i.  e.  persons  whose  names' 
were  scarce  ever  heard  of)  C'est  Villalobos,  Con  ink.  Lamas, 
Achokier,  Dealkoser,  Bobadilla,  &c.  &c«  &c.— '^  O  mon  Perc, 
lui-disje  tout  effraye,  tous  ces  gens  la  etoient-ils  Chretiens  ?*' 
— Comment  Chretiens?  me  repondit  il.  Nc  vous  disois-je, 
quece  sont  les  seols  par  qui  nous  gouvcrnons,  &c.— Cclui  mtft 
fftie;  (said  Pascal,)  mais  je  ne   lui  tenioiguai  ricn,'     Letcres 

Provinciales.  L.  5. 
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believe,  no  gentleman  to  whom  it  either  has  been^ 
or  may  hereafter  be,  liberally  or  illiberally  attri- 
buted, will  so  far  forget  his  character,  as  to  appro- 
priate my  composition  to  himself.  "  The  Town's 
enquiring  yet  >**  and  will  enquire^  as  I  think,  for 
a  long  time. 

Factorum  est  copia  nobis; 
Hoc  fit  quod  Romic  vivimus :  ilia  <lomu$» 
Ilia  mihi  sedes,  illic  mea  carpitur  etas, 

I  beg  leave  to  subjoin  my  opinion,  that  if  the 
Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature  is  once  care* 
fully  read,  without  reference  to  the  notes,  the  plan^ 
the  connection,  and  the  manner  of  it  will  be  per- 
ceived. I  may  add,  that  The  First  Dialogue  was 
first  pubhshed  in  May  1 794,  the  Second  and  Third 
in  June  1796,  and  the  Fourth  in  July  1797* 
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AN 


INTRODUCTORY  LETTER(tf) 


TO 


A  FRIEND. 

On  the  general  Subject  of  the  following  Poem  on 
THE  Pursuits  of  Literature, 


Nel  cerchio  accoitoi 
Monnoro  potentissime  pstrole ; 
Gi^o  tre  volte  all'  Oriente  il  voIto» 
Tre  volte  ai  regni  ove  dechina  il  Sole^ 
**  Onde  tanto  indUgiar?  FoasB  ATTENDBTft 

"   VOCI    ANCO&    Pill   POTfiHTfy   O   Tlh.   SECRETE?'' 

Tasso  6.  L.  Cant.  tj. 

1)£AR  Sir, 

XV  S  the  publick  have  thought  proper  to  pay  some  atten- 
tion to  the  following  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature, 
the  parts  of  which  I  have  presented  to  their  consideration, 
and  for  their  use,  at  various  intervals ;  I  have  now  coU 
lected  the  whole  into  one  volume^  after  such  a  revision 

and 

(tf)  This  Letter  was  first  prefixed  to  the  Fifth  Edition  of  the 
P.  of  L.  collected  for  the  first  time  into  one  volume  and 
published  in  January  1798. 

A 
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and  correction  as  appeared  to  be  necessary.  It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  address  t^is  introduction  to  you.  As  a  mark  of 
my  fnendfihip,  I  trust  it  is  decisive.  I  always  thought  with 
Junttts,  that  a  |n-inted  paper  receives  very  little  consi- 
deration from  the  most  respectable  signature;  but  I 
would  not  be  understood  to  insinuate*  with  that  great  and 
consummate  writer,  that  my  name  would  carry  any  weight 
with  it.  I  must  own  however,  that  I  smile  at  the  various 
authors  to  wliom  my  work  has  been  ascribed.  Doctors,  Dra- 
matic Writers,  Royal  Treasurers,  Divines,  Orators,  Law- 
yers, Greek  Professors,  School-masters,  Bath  guides,  and 
Physicians,  have  all  been  named  with  confidence.  Some- 
times the  whole  is  written  by  one  man,  at  others,  ten  or 
perhaps  twenty  are  concerned  in  it. 

Criticisms  and  dissenting  conjectures  on  the  subject  are 
alike  the  object  of  my  ineffable  contempt.  More  sagacity 
roust  be  exerted  than  the  Ardelios  of  (he  day  are  masters 
of,  who  are  so  kind  as  to  think  of  me,  who  most  certainly 
never  think  of  them.  It  is  however  my  resolution,  that 
not  one  of  these  idle  conjectures  shall  ever  be  extended  to 
you.  *' Quid  de  me  alii  loquantur,  ipsi  videant;  sed 
•*  loquentur  tamen."  {b)  It  is  a  voice;  nothing  more.  Pru« 
dcnce  indeed  suggests  a  caution  which  I  unwillingly  adopt, 
and  restrains  the  eagerness  I  feel  for  the  display  of  ^(7ttr 
virtues  and  of  your  talents.  But  those  virtues  must  at 
present  be  left  to  the  testimony  of  your  own  conscience^ 
and  your  talents  within  those  limits  of  exertion,  in  which 
an  undiscerning  spirit  has  too  long  suffered  them  to  be 
confined.  The  bird  of  day  however  always  looks  to  the  sun* 

In  regard  to  writing    in  general,    the  public  expectr 
"neither  thanks,  nor  gratitude  from  an  author  for  their  fa* 

vouraUe; 
W  Cic.  Soma.  Scip*  Sect.  7>» 
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liVoiirai>Ie  reception  of  his  work.  If  it  is  tmworthy  of  tlieir 
notice,  it  is  left  to  perish  with  the  poetry  of  Knighti  or  the 
prose  of  Liuderdale.  '*  I  cannot  indeed  affect  to  believe^ 
**  tha  Nature  hm  wholly  disqualified  me  for  aril  Uterary 
^  pursuits  i*^  [c)  yet  I  would  not  trouble  the  publick,  or 
myself,  with  this  new  edition  of  my  Poem,  if  I  did  not 
tiiink  it  agreeable  to  their  wishes.  I  am  satisfied  with  the 
tttentton  which  has  been  ^vtn  to  it ;  and  When  I  have 
commanded  a  silence  within  my  own  breast,  I  think  a  stiK 
SDall  voice  may  whisper  those  gratulations,  from  which  an 
honest  man  may  best  derive  comfort  from  the  past|  and 
motives  for  future  action* 

The  wayward  nature  of  the  time^  and  the  paramount 
necessity  of  securing  to  this  kingdom  her  political 
and  religious  existence,  and  the  rights  of  society,  have 
itin\ulated  me,  as  you  well  know,  to  oiier  this  endtavour 
to  preserve  them,  by  a  solemn,  laborious,  and  disinterested 
appeal  to  my  countrymen.  It  is  designed  to  conduct  them 
through  the  labyrinths  of  literature;  to  convince  them 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  understanding  and  affections 
are  either  bewildered,  darkened,  enervated,  or  degraded ; 
and  to  point  out  the  fatal  paths  which  would  lead  us  all 
either  to  final  destruction,  or  to  complicated  misery. 

I  am  not  yet  so  old  as  to  say,  with  the  desponding 
bard,*'  Vitsestavidus,  quisquis  non  vult,  mundo^ecum 
PEREUNTE,  mori."  Yet  I  See,  with  sorrow  and  fear,  the 
political  constitutions  of  Europe  falling  around  us,  or 
crumbling  into  dust^  under  the  tyrannical  Republic  of 
France..    She  commenced  with  an  imperious  injunction 

A  a  to 

(r)  The  vords  of  Mr..  Gibbon.  Posthumous  Works,  4to.  vol.  I, 

p«gc  34. 
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to  the  surrounding  nations  ^  not  to  interpose  in  het  dotne^ 
tic  government,  while  at  the  very  same  moment,  sbe 
herself  was  interfering  and  disturbing  them  all.  She  has 
indeed  terminated  in  the  chaftge  or  overthrow  of  each  of 
them,  tut  of  this  kingdom* 

Frenchmen  were  always  brutal,  when  unrestrained. 
With  their  own  domestic  misery  and  wickedness  they 
never  were  satisfied.  In  these  latter  days  they  have  been 
neighing  after  the  constitution  of  their  neighbours,  in  their 
lawless  lustihood.  They  first  deflower  the  purity  of  the 
struggling  or  half-consenting  victims,  and  then  with  their 
ruffian  daggers  they  stifle  at  once  the  voice,  and  the  remem- 
brance of  the  pollution.  Such  are  their  abominations ; 
such  are  their  orgies  of  blood  and  lust.  And  when  their 
cruelty  is  at  last  wearied  out  and  exhausted,  and  demands 
a  pause»  they  call  it  clemency.       * 

France  had  been  long  looking  for  that,  which  A^r 
philosophers  had  taught  her  to  term,  th£  parallelism 
or  THE  sword;  and  she  has  found  it:  That  sword 
has  indeed  swept  down  not  only  every  royal  crest,  and 
every  head  which  raised  itself  above  the  plain  of  their 
equality.  Such  is  their  quaint  an'd  ferocious  language: 
and  now,  when  Englishmen  are  to  be  warned  against 
the  introduction  of  the  horrid  system,  no  appeal  is  to  be 
made  to  the  common  feelings  and  passions  of  our  nature, 
(this  it  seems,  is  declamation;}  no  scenes  of  terror,  and 
cruelty,  and  desolation  are  to  be  laid  before  them,  but  dry 
reasoning  and  mathematical  calculations  of  tht  quantum  of 
misery,  plunder,  and  blood  necessary  for  the  production, 
and  establishment  in  England,  of  this  blessed  revolutionary 
government. 

We 
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We  will  not  however  be  insulted  waA,  fooled  out  of 
our  existence,  or  of  our  understanding.  **  Our  sentence 
*'  is  for  open  war/'  till  we  can  be  safe.  England  is  still  pre- 
pared, and  alert,  and  vigorous,  and  opulent,  and  generous^ 
and  boldr  and  undismayed:  She  has  not  cast  away 
her  confidence.  Among  the  bands  and  associated  energies 
of  England  I  also,  in  my  degree  and  very  limited  capa- 
city, will  struggle  for  the  principle  of  her  life.  I  feel,  in 
common  with  the  wise  and  the  reflecting,  that  the  consti« 
tution  of  Great  Britain,  even  with  it's  real  or  apparent 
defects,  is  worthy  of  continuance,  and  I  hope  ofperpe« 
tuity.  Our  ancestors  in  1688  once  adopted  the  words  of 
the  aged  Patriarch,  **  We  have  blessed  it,  yea,  and  it  shall 
**  be  blessed."  In  this  one  response,  I  trust  we  shall  all  be 
orthodox ;  and  with  one  heart  and  voice  condemn  all  the 
heresies  of  Gallic  policy,  in  the  words  of  the  Alexandrian 
Liturgy  of  old ;  Taiv  aipsa-ian  KaraXvaov  rx  ppvayi^ara*  (d) 

Government  and  Literature  are  now  more  than  ever 
intimately  connected ;  and  the  history  of  t|ie  last  thirty 
years  proves  it  beyond  a  controversy.  Still  it  is  difficult  to 
rouse  the  attention  of  men,  and  to  persuade  them  of  the  fact ; 
but  I  have  attempted  it.  I  thought  it  just  and  right  to  set 
before  them  excellence  opposed  to  excellence,  (e)  as  well  as 
error  contrasted  to  error.  In  the  present  change  of  man* 
nerSt  opinions,  government,  and  learning,  you  may  re* 
member  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  in  which,  after  some 
reflection,  you  concurred,  that  a  variation  is  now  required 

A3  in 

{J)  Liturgia  Sancti  Gregorii  Alexandrina.  Liturg.  OrientaL 
Collect.  Vol.  I.  p.  107.  Edit.  Parii.  1716. 

(e)  Aya^H;  oyaBois  avrE^r(»|giv.     Dion.  Halicarn.  ad  Cne. 
Pompeiiim  de  Platone  Epist.  p,  757%    Sect.  i«  Vol*  6»  E4» 
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in  the  mode  of  conducting  aatirical  writing.  I  mean,  by 
calling  in  the  reciprocal  assistance  of  poetry  and  prose  in  the 
same  work,  for  the  great  end ;  if  it  is  designed  for  general 
perusal,  and  an  extended  application.  I  think  this  work 
is  the  first  attempt  ot  the  kind,  in  the  sense  which  I  propose. 

I  know  not  whether  I  am  mistaken,  but  as  it  appears 
to  me,  the  power  of  legitimate  Satire  thus  extended,  and 
strengthened  wi:h  the  rampart  of  prose,  and  fully  under- 
stood, is  the  beot,  if  not  the  only  literary  support  left.  I 
am  sure  it  cannot  be  construed  into  an  hired  service.  It 
has  nothing  in  it  of  professional  labour ;  and  as  to  inte« 
rested  views  of  personal  profit  or  promotion,  how  can  they 
be  consistent  with  it?  It  is  as  true  in  our  time  as  in  that 
of  Dryden,  (I  will  give  you  his  own  words,)  that  *'  the 
*'  common  libellers  of  the  day  are  as  free  from  the  impu- 
'*  tation  of  wit,  as  of  morality/*  Satire  has  another  tone 
and  another  character.  All  publick  men,  however  dis- 
tinguished, must  in  their  turns  submit  to  it,  if  necessary  to 
the  welfare  of  the  state.  The  altar  and  the  throne,  the 
minister  and  the  statesman,  may  feel  and  own  its  influ- 
ence. I  would  express  myself  with  diffidence  of  any 
Satirist;  yet  of  the  office  itself,  and  of  its  higher  functions, 
I  would  speak  as  becomes  its  dignity  and  the  excellency  of 
it's  ancient  character.     Magnificabo  apostoUUum  meum. 

In  my  opinion,  the  office  of  a  Satirist  is  by  no  means 
pleasant  or  desirable,  but  in  times  like  the  present  it  is 
peculiarly  necessary.  It  is  indeed  difficult  to  exercise  the 
talent,  without  an  appearance  of  severity  in  the  character 
and  dispostion*    Even  playfulness  and  humour  are  called 

by 

(/)  Adapted  from  the  Anthologia.  p.  393.  £d,  Broda^i.-  Fcl* 
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hy  otber  appellations.    Learning  is  ostentation,  censure  ii 
malignity,  and  reprehension  is  abuse.    There  remains  a 
more  formidable  objection.    On  a  first  and  partial  view, 
it  might  deter  any  man  from  engaging  in  Satire ;  at  least 
any  man  who  feels  himself  (and  who  does  not  feel  himself, 
if  he  examines  his  own  heart  ?)  unworthy  and  wretched 
before  TU£  unerring  judgment.     It  is  said  to  be  incom- 
patible,  if  not  with  the  profession,  yet  certainly  with  the 
practice,  of  Christianity.     I  am  sure,  if  that  is  true,  the 
praise  of  wit,  of  learning,  or  of  talents,  is  nothing  worth.  If 
private  malignity  is  the  motive^  it  is  essentially  contrary  to 
the  precepts  and  practice  of  that  religion;   it  cannot  be 
defended  for  a  moment.     But  if  Satire  is  an  instrument, 
and  a  powerful  instrument,  to  maintain  and  enforce  pub- 
lic order,  morality,  religion,  literature,  and   good   man- 
ners, in  those  cases,  in  which  the  pulpit  and  the  courts  of 
law  can  seldom   interfere,  and  rarely  with   effect;    the 
community  may  authorize  and  approve  it.    The  authorized 
instruments  of  lawful  war  are  lawful. 

Satire    never    can    have    effect,    without    a   personal 
application.     It  must  come  home  to  the  bosoms,  and  often 
to  the  offences  of  particular  men.  It  never  has  it's  full  force, 
if  the  author  of  it  is  known  or  stands  forth  ;  for  the  un« 
worthiness  of  any  man  lessens  tlie  strength  of  his  objec- 
tions.    This  is  a  full  answer  to  those  who  require  the  name 
of  a  satirical  poet.    What  I  have  written,  is  delivered  to 
the  public    in  this  spirit.    If  I  had  any  private  end   or 
malignity  in  any  part  of  it,  I  would  have  burned  the  work 
with  indignation  before  it  should  have  appeared.     I  make 
no  idle  appeal  to  you,  or  to  any  man,  for  the  truth  of  my 
assertion;  it  is  enough  for  me  to  feel  that  I  speak  truth  in 
the  sincerity  of  my  heart.    If  I  am  believed,  I  am  believed, 

"     A4  Btit 
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But  I  may  ask  with  confidence ;  Is  there»  in  thii  work 
on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature,  any  sentence  or  any  senti« 
nient,  by  which' the  mind  may  be  depraved,  degraded,  or 
corrupted  ?  Is  there  a  principle  of  classical  criticism  in 
any  part  of  it,  which  is  not  just  and  defensible  by  the 
greatest  masters  of  ancient  and  legitimate  composition  ? 
Is  there  any  passage  which  panders  to  the  vitiated  taste, 
or  to  the  polluted  affections  and  passions  of  bad  men  ? 
Qn  the  contrary ;  Are  not  the  heart  and  understanding 
fortified  unto  virtue,  and  exalted  into  independence  ?  Is 
there  any  idle,  depreciating  declamation  against  the  real 
^nd  solid  advantages  of  birth,  fortune,  learning,  wit,  ta* 
lents,  and  high  station?  Is  there  any  doctrine,  which  a 
teacher  of  morality,  I  mean  Christian  morality,  might  re- 
fuse to  sanction  ?  A  moralist  and  a  divine  have  not  the 
same  office  with  the  satirist;  personality  i$  foreign  to 
them,  Qut  it  is  not  sufiiciently  attended  to,  or  believed, 
that  when  the  understapding  is  enervated,  when  it  once 
loses,  what  one  of  the  Fathers  (g)  calls  emphatically,  the 
T7>^  (fpovnmojs  ffinnt$v  xai  TrevciiKvc^iJ^vov ^  when  that  solid,  tena<^ 
cious  power  of  the  mind  is  dissolved,  it  is  then  open  to 
all  manner  of  depeption,  ^nd  to  the  impressions  of  sophistry 
in  literature,  government,  philosophy,  and  religion.  On 
this  account,  many  works  and  many  actions  must  be  con- 
sidered, which  are  wholly  unworthy  of  reprehension  or  of 
potfc^  in  any  other  point  of  viewr 

Ignorant  mei|  will  cry  out,  it  is  a  vexatious  suit,  when  it 
is  only  a  just  prosecution  at  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion. 
They  who  vrould  coiisider  my  reprehensions  pf  Authors 

and 

Ijf)  B4sU,  Archiepisc.  Caesarese,  Op. vol, 2.  p. 698.  Ed.  Par.i6it, 
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and  of  the  tendency  of  their  irritings,  as  libels,  or  as 
libellous  matter,  are  as  ignorant  of  common  law,  as  tbcr 
are  forgetful  of  common  sense,  or  of  common  integrity  and 
candour*  With  such  men,  every  piece  of  criticism  is  a 
species  of  libel.  If  they  are  inclined  to  indict  any  part  of 
my  work  as  libellous^  it  will  be  incumbent  on  them  to 
contradict  the  great  sage  of  the  law  (A),  who  declares,  that 
•*  In  a  criminal  prosecution,  the  tendency  which  all 
**  libels  have  to  create  animosities  and  disturb  the  public 
•*  peace,  is  the  whole  which  the  law  considers.^^  I  am 
content  to  be  at  issue  with  them  on  this  point.  If  any 
part  of  my  work  is  **  blasphemous,  immoral,  treasonable; 
schismatical,  seditious,  or  scandalous,"  let  it  be  produced 
publicly,  and  publicly  punished.  But  I  mainuin  that, 
under  these  restrictions,  I  have  an  undoubted  right  to  lay 
my  sentiments  before  the  world,  on  public  books,  in  any 
manner  I  think  proper.  If  I  am  denied  this  right,  there  is 
an  end  to  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  of  the  rational  and 
guarded  liberty  of  England.  If  the  matter  of  my  book  is 
criminal,  let  it  be  shewn :  I  appeal  to  the  Courts  and  to 
the  Sages  of  the  Law. 

I  will  not,  however,  be  intimidated  by  the  war. whoop  of 
Jacobins,  and  democratic  writers,  nor  moved  by  the  feeble 
shrieks  of  witlings  and  poetasters.  Whil^  I  have  power, 
I  will  plead  in  behalf  of  learning,  and  in  the  cause  of  my 
country.  In  this  work,  I  have  not  violated  the  precepts  of 
Christianity,  npr  the  law  of  the  land;  and  till  I  h^ve  done 
both  or  either,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  to  de- 
grade my  character  and  reputation  with  my  country.  If  I 
have  drawn  any  supposed  characters,  without  a  name  or  de- 
signatioHi  I  have  done  no  mpre  than  Theophrastus  or  La* 

Bruyere* 

(^)  Blacktone  Comment.  Bi4«  Cb.  ii* 


f  niycre.    I  thall  aot  condescend  to  a  discussion  ^l  suck  ii 
ittbjcGi. 

Many  passages,  and  perhaps  trifling  or  spertive  allu* 
mns  in  tbis  work,  to  persons  and  eyejus,  are  best  defended 
hy  the  general  apology  of  Horace,  "  £go  si  risz  quod  in* 
^  eptus  Pastillos  Rufillus  olet,  lividus  el  mordax  videar  ?" 
I  shall  o&r  no  other  apology.  I  would  not  descend  to 
such  minutiae,  if  they  were  not  connected  with  my  general 
dtuga*  Yet  Sporus  and  Lord  Fanny  must  he  noticed,  as 
well  as  Bufo  and  Atticus;  though  perhaps  such  passages 
and  allusions  as  these  meet  with  the  least  indulgence* 
The  works  of  Pope  abound  in  them.  To  contemporaries^ 
they  are  pleasing  and  interesting ;  and  to  posterity  they  are 
often  curious.  But  though  I  stoop  to  such  trifles  rather 
mnwiiiingly,  yet  I  feel  they  are  often  necessary  to  the  full 
effect  and  completion  of  Satire.  A  Gentleman  Usher  it 
BOS  the  principal  figure  in  the  etiquette  of  ^  Court,,  but  he 
must  sund  in  his  place* 

As  to  the  charge  of  any  supposed  arrogance  orpre» 
nxmption;  a  writer,  especially  a  poet,  will  be  sometimes 
warmed  with  the  dignity  and  importance  of  his  subject, 
and  may  express  himself  in  terms  rather  strong.  The 
*'  sume  superbi^m"  of  a  poet  is  seldom  severely  examined : 
ii  is  an  extravaganza  at  most,  and  understood  as  such. 

Much  has  been  observed  as  to  the  defect  of  plan  in  my 
Poem.  I  will  say  but  a  few  words ;  for  I  wish  not- to  vindi- 
cate, but  to  explain  myself.  The  object  of  the  work,  is  a 
View  of  Literature.  The  Poem  itself  is,  "  A  Conversation 
•*  on  tlie  various  subjects  of  Literature,  in  a  very  extended 
*^  sense,  as  it  afiects  public  order,  regulated  government, 

••  and 
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"  and  |K>li$he<i  socii^ty.**;  Npthing  is  introduced  which 
tend  Q«t»  diiFccil^  or  ipdir^tly,  to  that  mam  purpose*  It 
doemo^  appear  in  the  form  of  an  Epistle*  a  mock-epic,  or  a 
didtctic  peeili;  but  as  a  qonversation  in  which  subjectt 
arc  discussed  as  they  arise  uatiMrally  and  easily;  and  the  notes 
iHaslrtte  and  enforce  the  general  and  particular  doctrineK 
There  is  as  much  method  and  connection,  as  is  consistent 
vith  what  I  state  to  be  my  plan,  or  design^  if  you  like  that 
word  better.  There  i^  unity  in  the  design.  Conversation 
has  it's  laws,  but  they  are  pleasant,  not  severe  restraints.. 
Consuls  indeed  do  not  now  meet  Consuls  in  Tusculum; 
and,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  symposiacs  at  Wimble- 
don and  Holw^d  have  not  too  much  severity  of  method^ 
or  equality  in  the  glasses.  Perhaps  **  it  would  be  a  bely« 
"  ing  of  the  age,  to  put  so  much  good  sense  together  in 
''  any  one  conversation,  as  to  make  it  hold  out  steadily^ 
"  and  with  plain  coherence,  for  an  hour's  time  (ij."  I 
never  desired  to  exhaust  any  subject,  but  to  leave  matter 
for  the  reader's  own  suggestion.  I  may  add,  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  analyze  one  of  the  most  finished  Satires  in 
our  language,  I  mean  Pope's  Two  Dialogues,  or,  as  they 
are  strangely  called,  the  Epilogue  to  the  Satires. 

I  am  represented  as  having  threatened  any  person  who 
makfs  enquiry  after  me  or  my  name.  It  was  not  my 
intention  to  do  so*  I  said,  **  it  will  be  more  than  foolish 
"  to  be  very  inquisitive."  I  say  so  still ;  for  when  tho 
avenue  to  any  knowledge  is  strongly  and  effectually  closed^ 
who  would  labour  after  it  fruitlessly  ?  To  waste  our  time 
to  no  manner  of  use,  is  not  surely  one  of  the  discrimi* 

sating 

(0  Shaftesbury's  MoraliiU,  S«ct.  (i 
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Bating  marks  of  wisdom.  I  maintain  it  boldly;  no  mad 
lias  a  right  to  demand  either  my  name  or  my  situation* 
It  has  been  observed  on  such  occasions,  that  *'  sotfte  might 
**  fight,  but  others  would  assassinate/*  For  I  believe  indeed, 
that  I  have  no  real  enemies,  but  the  lovers  of  coirfn- 
aton  and  thetroublers  of  states.  I  will  acknowledge  it,  I 
come  armed  into  their  confines;  and  I  come  ia  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night.  But  if  I  were  required  or  called  uponr 
to  choose  my-  companion,  you  know,  I  am  prepared  with 
the  answer  of  Diomede. 

El  /XEV  $9)  Ira^ov  7E  xeXcvbis  /xVtnrov  eXeadtf/, 

Ilft/f  «y  BTTBiT  OAYSHdS  eyw  ©EIOIO  X««oipiw; 
Ou  vs^L  /xEV  irpQ^qojv  x^^i9]  Kai  6i;/.o;  ayviifojq 
£y  vavTEcrm  flravQi<ri.  (A) 

If  I.  am  forced  indeed  to  descend  into  the  lower  regions  of 
sorrow  and  confusion^  among  the  perturbed  spirits  of  anar« 
chy  and  democr^acy^  I  shall  hope  for  the  safe  conduct  of  < 
the  Sibyll.  She  might  produce  the  branch  to  the  ferryman 
of  France  and  Tartarus.  I  would  wish  her  to  exhibit  this 
Poem,  as  the  *'  Donum  fatalis  virgx,  longo  post  tempore 
••  visum.'* 

My  book  is  open  to  all  the  accumulated  severity  of 
public  criticism,  and  public  reprehension  :  I  shrink  from 
neither  of  them.  When  I  am  wrpng,  (I  have  never  been 
so  intentionally)  I  will  correct  myself,  and  I  have  done  so 
frequently.  In  a  field  so  extensive,  candour  will  allow, 
that  my  mistakes  have  not  been  very  numerous. 

As  to  my  poetry  or  versification,  it  was  not  written  as  a 
vehicle  for  the  notes,  but  the  notes  were  composed  to 

accompany 

(i)  II.  XO.  Vi  24^, 
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accompany  the  text.  I  offer  the  poetry  to  those  who  are 
cooversant  with  the  strength,  simplicity,  and  dignity  of 
Sryden  and  Pope,  and  them  alone.  I  submit  my  Poemfi^ 
**  ThePursuiu  of  Literature,  The  Imperial  Epistle,  and  The 
**  Shade  of  Pope,'*  i|i  this  spirit  and  with  this  confidence  to 
the  public*  There  are  men,  (and  women  too}  who  undersund. 
But  aa  to  the  lovers  of  exotic  poetry,  I  refer  them  to  the 
Botanic  Garden  of  Dr.  Darwin.  My  plants  and  flowera 
are  produced  and  cherished  by  the  natural  invigorating 
influence  of  the  common  sun ;  I  have  not  raised  them  by 
artificial  heat. 

If  the  root  of  a  tree  is   sound  and  vigorous,   yoa 
strengthen  the  shoots  by  repressing  their  luxuriance.    I  ap- 
prove and  would  uphold  our  sacred  and  civil  establishment* 
I  would  therefore  mark  the  aberrations  and  misconduct  even 
of  men  of  talents  and  virtue,  who  compose  it;  for  I  would 
ahew,  that  I  am  strictly  impartial.    I  can  censure,  with 
discrimination,  even  where  I  generally  approve,  and  consi- 
der nothing  but  the  interest  of  the  state  upon  the  whole. 
It  is  to  misunderstand  or  to  misrepresent  me,  when  it  is  as- 
serted that  I  attack  alike  friends  and  foes.    I  attack  no  man 
in  his  individual  capacity.     I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
vanity  or  injudicious  conduct  of  friends,  but  as  they  affect 
the  community;  and  I  can   have  no  personal  malignity 
against  those  of  whom  I  am  personally  ignorant.     But  they 
shall  neither  disturb  nor  overthrow  the  state  of  England, 
civil  or  religious,  if  any  observations  of  mine  can  avail. 
They  may  wish  to  know  me;  but  they  may  depend  upon  it, 
I  will  never  give  a  proof  of  my  spirit  at  the  expence  of 
my  understanding. 

I  would 
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I  wGttId  Bot  hiLVt  yoii,  or  wtty  man,  think,  \h^  I  «m«r 
into  a  Atfehct  of  my  Work,  «s  if  I  tfaoaght  it  teftfi^red  one* 
iNo.  I  have  vindicated  the  authority  of  oBr  national  go* 
vemment  and  constitution^  in  a  day  of  turbtileiice  and  ter- 
tor ;  I  have  defended  the  pntity  and  dignity  of  »eli^n, 
and  of  our  sacred  esti^Iishtnent ;  I  have  pleaded  the  eaiise 
of  sound  literature  and  of  true  philosophy;  I  have  recalled 
the  public  attention  to  pO^tiry  without  conceit, '  4nd  to  cri- 
ticism without  affectation ;  I  haveendeavour^loieoHreto 
women  their  honour,  social  rank,  and  happiness,  by  an 
attempt  to  turn  the  thoughts  and  hearts  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  island  from  works  of  obscenity  and  indecency,  from 
the  morals  and  manners  of  atheists  and  democratic 
spoilers,  to  the  wisdom  of  the  just;  and  I' have  boldly 
invaded  the  strong  holds  of  impiety  and  anarchy,  plebeian 
or  tribunitian.  I  have  done  all  this ;  and  I  have  offended 
many.  I  have  brushed  away  the  insects  of  literature,  whe* 
ther  fluttering  or  creeping;  I  have  shaken  the  tittle  stems 
of  many  a  plant,  and  the  flowerets  have  fallen.  I  have 
almost  degraded  myself  by  an  attention  to  minute  objects 
in  the  service  of  the  public :  and  I  am  called  upon  to 
defend  myself.  No»  My  countenance  is  unftltened ;  my 
perseverance  is  unbroken;  the  spirit  and  tenour  of  my 
speech  are  yet  the  same :  my  words  are  firm.  Semtl  causam 
dixu  (vel  iterum  dicturus),  quo  scmptr  agert  omnia  solitus 

SUm^    ACCUSATORIO   SPIRITi;.(/) 

As  to  political  matters  we  shall  never  want  Observers.  I 
hate  deserters  of  their  duty,  {m)  on  any  principle  whatever* 
But  I  suppose  some  Statesmen  think,  that  there  is  a  laudable 
obliquity  and  a  seasonable  fear.    For  my  own  part  I  shall 

npt 

(/)  Liv«  lib.  a*  sei;t^^I•       («)  H,  of  Commons  Nor.  1797. 


HOC.  on  this  occasion,  invade  the  retmt  of  Su  Ann*s  Hi!!, 
w  violate  the  purity  of  Drury  Lane.  If  suck  Statesmen  are 
fcsolved  to  tree  at  once  both  the  Setiate  and  the  Throne,  the 
^  Saevi 'Spiracula  Ditis"  are  open  to  them;  they  majr 
descend  in  safety,  and  disburthen  the  land.  I  do  rfot  believe 
riot  the  possession  of  absolute  power  is  in  the  rea<:h  of  Mr 
Pitt,  or  of  any  man.  Bat  the  continuance  of  suck  a  minister 
in  office  will  be  approved,  as  I  think,  while  the  security; 
and  independence,  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  of  the  parlia- 
ment;  and  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  are  maintained 
against  the  tyrannical  pretensions  of  pirates,  buccaneen^ 
and  plunderers. 

I  would  say  to  Mr.  Pitt,  as  Cicero  did  to  Torquatus, 
**  Tibi  nullum  periculum  esse  perspicio,  quod  qoidem 
•*  sejunctum  sit  ab  omnium  intcritu.**  {n)  That  minister  has 
not  looked  submissively,  at  any  period  of  his  long  admini- 
stration, for  personal  protection  in  any  quarter*  There 
is  a  hardihood  about  the  man,  which  I  love.  On  the 
broad  general  question  of  the  time,  the  public  esteem 
has  been  commensurate  with  the  royal  approbation.  In 
this,  the  policy  of  the  closet,  of  the  senate,  and  of  the 
people  seems  to  have  been  one.  I  am  sure,  I  hope,  that 
wherever  Mr.  Pitt,  or  any  minister,  proceeds,  he  will  al- 
ways find  a  board  of  control! ;  nor  would  I  by  any  means 
disapprove  the  advice  of  an  honest  Mandarin.  But  the 
stairs  of  the  palace  have  now  but  one  flight ;  the  gate  is  in 
front,  and  the  ascent  direct.  The  noble  Marquis,  who 
is  now  no  more  in  office,  may  brood  safely  over  beads 
and  relics.  There  is  some  propriety  in  this  amusement. 
It  is  pleasing  to  preserve  the  memorial  of  departed  dignity^ 

In 

(«)  Cic.  Ep.  sd  Fam.  Lib.  6.  Ep.  i; 
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In  myopiniont  the  Moor's  head  might  have  adorned  ouf 
coin  with  the  royal  Gallic  lillies,  though  the  Sovefeignt]^ 
of  France  and  of  Corsica  is  passed* 

I  can  sund  aloof  from  the  scene  itself,  but  I  am  no 
stranger  to  the  moving  principle.  I  was  not  formed  to  wait 
long  in  the  anti-chamber  of  a  Duke  of  Lerma,  or  a  Don 
Calderone.  A  little  experience ,  is  sufficient  for  the  ob« 
serving*  It  is  either  my  advantage,  or  my  misfortune,  not 
Co  have  adopted  any  profession :  X  never  could  decide  that 
foint»  But,  as  you  well  know,  I  framed  an  early  and  an 
undaunted  resolution,  (perhaps  not  wholly  justifiable,  but 
certainly  not  degrading  to  the  character)  that  I  never  would 
ioperfonal  suit  and  service,  for  convenience  or  emolu- 
ment,  to  any  man  however  high,  in  a  subordinate  station. 
I  framed  that  resolution  ;  I  adhered  to  it :  and  privacy  is  my 
lot. .  Be  it  so :  it  is  the  soil  in  which  learning  and  reflec* 
tion  strike  deepest.  In  these  days,  it  is  my  desire  that 
obscurity  should  gather  round  me.  Now  and  then  indeed  the 
thoughts  of  times,  which  are  no  more,  will  bring  with  them 
a  casual,  momentary,  doubtful  glimpse  of  what  might  have 
been ;  and  often,  with  the  poet  of  Valclusa  by  the  fountjun 
of  Sorga,  I  have  regretted  some  periods  of  inactivity,  not 
of  sloth,  which  have  passed, 

Senza  levarmi  a  volo,  avcnd'io  l*aU^ 
Per  dar  forse  di  me  non  bassi  esempi  [o). 

But  if  the  laurel,  which  I  have  now  planted,  should  thicken 

round  the  temple  of  my  retirement,  the  pillars  will  support 

it :  the  materials  are  solid,  and  the  ground  is  firm. 

I  have 

(«)  Fctrarcbi  P.  a.  Son.  86, 
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I  liA^e  indeed  a  (ew  memoirs  by  met  written  in  other 

^ys  and  with  ether  hopei;  and  if  I  could  polish  the  style^ 

^  reduce  them  a  little  into  form»  I  am  convinced  tfaejr 

would  Qot  be  unint^escing.    **  Le  Roi  et  ses  Ministret 

"  peut&tre  se  fairoient  lire  ces  Memoires,  qui  assurement  ne 

"  soBt  p^  cenx  d'uh  ignorant.".    But  let  this  pass  for  the 

present.    I  am  for  practicable  politics :    I  would   not  ht 

driven  into  measures  from  which  there  is  no  retreat.    I 

smile  when  I  am  told  of  love  and  hate  in  politicians  and 

sanisters.    These  are  passions  which  they  nev^r  feh ;  for 

circumstances  alone  unite  and  separate  tliem.      I  should 

^nAi  to  act  with  those  statesmen  who,  as  far  as  is  consistent 

with  the  dignity  and  safety  of  the  country,   by  a  timely 

concession  and  a  rational  departure  from  too  rigid  prin« 

cxples,  would  prevent  those  calamities  which  result  from 

authority  without  power,   and  expeuce  without  supplies* 

Bm  my  hour  for  treating  these  subjects,  in  the  manner  t 

propose,  is  not  yet  come :  I  must  turn  to  other  thoughts 

lor  a  season. 

When  Philosophy  saw  the  Muses  standing  by  Boethiut 
ip.  ^  alBiction,  she  spoke  in  terms  of  some  surprise  and 
uidipiation  {p).  In  our  time  this  indignation  would  have 
been  retorted  by  the  sisters  of  the  song.  Philosophy  has^ 
appeared,  not  to  console,  but  to  deject.  When  I  have 
read  and  thought  deeply  on  the  accumulated  horrors,  and  on 
All  the  gradations  of  wickedness  and  misery,  through  which^ 

B  the 

{f)  Boeth.  de  CoMo!»t.  Philos.  L.  i.  Pros.  i.  The  words 
fiit  perticnlar.  *^  Hjb  sunt  quas  irfmetmsis  affeHuMM  sftinU 
^  whrem  fruS'Aui  rat'wns  n^em  neaut^  hominumque  mentte 
^*  assuefeciunt  morbo,  nmt  MerantJ^^^*^  MbpicimA  potiva 

^'  TSMPUSISTi  Q^AU  ^ffMtHL/H^^     lb.  PrOS*  ^ 


C    i8    1 

the  modern  systematic  philosophy  of  Europe  has  totl^ 
ducted  her  illuminated  votaries  to  the  confines  of  political 
death  and  mental  darkness,  my  mind  for  a  space  feels  a 
convulsion,  and  suffers  the  natuce  of  an  insurrection. 


t.  ■ 


I  look  around  me.  I  Ipok  to  hi;man  actions,  and  to 
human  principles.  I  consider  ag«[in  and  again,  what  is  the 
nature  and  efFe£l  of  learning  and  of  instruciion ;  what  is  the 
doctrine  of  evidence,  and  the  foundation  of  truth.  I  ask 
myself,  are  all  these  changed  ?  Have  the  moral  and  the  na« 
tural  laws  of  God  to  his  creatures  another  basis?  Has  the 
Japse  of  fifty  years  made  an  alteration  in  Him,  who  is  de-i 
clared  to  be  the  same  to-day,  yesterday,  and  for  ever? 
Can  the  violence,  the  presumption,  the  audacity,  the  arro- 
gance, the  tyranny  of  man,  drunk  with  self  idolatry  and 
temporary  success,  change  the  nature  and  essence  of  God 
and  of  his  works,  by  calling  good  evil  and  evil  good?  I  am 
told,  that  human  reason  is  nearly  advanced  to  full  perfec- 
tion ;  I  am  assured,  that  she  is  arrived  at  the  haven,  where 
she  would  be.  I  again  look  around  me.  I  ask,  where  if 
that  haven  ?  where  is  that  steady  gale  which  has  conducted 
her?  1  listen;  but  it  is  to  the  tempest:  I  cast  my  view 
abroad ;  but  the  ocean  is  every  where  perturbed.  I  pause 
again.  Perhaps,  it  is  **  ihc  wind  and  storm  J  ulfilHng  HIS 
••  word!'*  t 

I  resume  the  reflections  of  suffering  humanity  amid  thq 
wreck  of  intellect.  This  was  not  the  ancient  character  of 
philosophy.  The  lovers  of  wisdom,  in  the  best  ages  of 
'Athens  and  of  Rome»  always  discoursed  with  reverence  and 
submission  to  the  Author  and  Governor  of  the  world. 
They  considered  of  whom  they  spoke.  If  they  turned  to 
Uie  origin  of  evil,  or  to  any  dark  and  unfathomable  ques- 

- tiop. 
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6)0,  iSaty  first  called  upon  man  to  consider  the  limits  of 
lis  anderstanding.    They  warned  him,  with  taoit  (peculiar 
emphasis,  to  beware  of  those  aXurox  mvopioi^  those  difficulties 
of  hard  solution,  which  are  but  increased  by  defences  or 
arguments  ill  constructed.    They  implored  him  afTection* 
ately,  to  avoid  all  that  tends  to  overthrow,  to  trouble,  or  dis« 
lurb  those  principles,  which  conduct  to  peace  and  to  right 
action.    Their  advice  was  to  strengthen  the  mtellect,  and  to 
compose  the  passions,  not  by  braving  and  insulting  the  all- 
powerful,   all-wise,   and  ^ll-merciful   Creator,  but   by  an 
humble,  patient  enquiry  into  his  works,  and  by  submission 
'  to  his  dispensations.    They  seemed  to  be  well  aware,  that 
to  him  who  understood  all  the  bearings  and  relations  of  th« 
yf^i,  Resignation  to  the  will  of  God  was  the  whole  of  piety^ 
If  upon  sages  like  these  the  light  of  revelation  should  appear, 
as  the  regent  of  their  philosophical  day,  nothing  can  be  con- 
ceived more  august,  nothing  more  ennobling,  nothing  more 
dignified.     Poetry  and  philosophy  may  then^speak  a  lan- 
guage worthy  of  themselves : 

Altius  his  nihil  est:  hsc  sunt  fastigia  mundi! 
PuBLiCA  NATURiE  DOMUS  his  contcuta  tenetuT 
Finibus.  [q) 

When  we  have  read  such  writers,  it  is  hardly  possible  not 
to  turn  from  modem  sceptics  and  sciolists  with  something^ 
^ore  than  neglect.  If  to  their  philosophy  they  add  witti- 
cism and  ribaldry,  they  are  nauseous.  If  to  their  ribaldry 
they  join  folly  and  gross  ignorance,  they  should  be  driven 
from  our  fellowship  with  contempt.  The  continued  labours 
of  the  arch  Tbeomachist  of  the  age,  the  records  of  that  per- 

B  %  petu4 

(f)  Manil,  Astron.  L.  i, 
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petual  conflict  wluch  he  maintained!,  (luring  the  course  of 
fifty  years  of  a  long  and  impious  life,  against  the  spiritual 
**  kingdoms  of  God  and  of  his  Christ,"  and  the  memorials 
of  his  desolating  days,  will  all  be  entombed  in  the  French 
t'antheon  with  the  mouldering  remnant  of  his  bones  (r). 
**  Dust  to  dust:  ashes  to  ashes."  He  sowed  unto  the  flesh, 
and  of  the  flesh  he  and  his  disciples  have  reaped  death  and 
corruptions 

All  the  minor  powers  of  infidelity,  anarchy,  sedition, 
rebellion,  ahd  democracy,  may  yei  be  dispersed  in 
England  I  from  their  leaders  Voltaire,  D'Alembert,  and 
iCondorcet,  to  the  vulgar  illiterate  blasphemy  of  Thomaf 
.]Paine,  and  the  contemptible  nonsense  of  William  Godwin. 
I  feel  Tor  mankind  when  they  are  insulted  by  such  writers* 
1  make  common  cause  with  my  fell9W  creatures,  and  call 
upon  them  to  rally  round  the  constitution  of  our  humaa 
nature,  and  to  support  it's  dignity. 

From  writers  of  this  character,  my  thoughts  are  directed 
to  the  professors  of  that  superstitious  corruption  of  Chris* 
tianity,  which  originally  gave  occasion  to  those  attempts, 
to  which  it  has  pleased  Providence  to  permit  a  teraponuy 
success,  to  scourge  the  nations  of  Europe*    I  am  sure  the 

plain 


(r)  To  the  writings  of  Voltaire  the  stronf  words  of  Eusebius 
are  applicable :  «•  htnai  ai  TOT  €)£OMAXOT  f^wvai,  t^l 

**  maniots  t(J%v^  fAPrakavx*H^u^^t  xa«  rcr  T/)or  m  T%|/f <rr8  mf 
**  a</7cXoi;  fzapaioQuaas  ra/t  iOvftry  opoBimou  iMfict^ai  nca  vvfy^tait 
*"  a'7ici7Mv'XQs^  wpowfA^uan  Ti  r9}y  oixaybbffyfiv,  nou  irery  to  raft 
'*  j:,'if,  Krr.ojv  yevv;  Jicxcrcifffiv  xai  fjLira9Tn<ruf  ms  vporcpov evral^f 

l^  (f,7:ii^'/si^icc^o(j(^w%^  JEuieb,  J}einoasuat«fi?ang«Lib,4*SeA.9t 
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pilia  iii|iplici(y  of  tbci  Proteieant  religion  of  England  could 
never  have  suggested  so  daring,  so  extensile  a  project.  I* 
'hnre.  chersfore  spoken  aft  large  of  the  Roman  CaiboUc 
reli|iao9  ^nd  it's  professors,  and  of  the  emigrants  and 
fiench  priests. 

From  some  observations  which  I  have  heard  andsef  a  ^  thii 
pan  of  my  work,  you  may  remember  I  was  tpmpted  tp  dwl^ 
tlttt  I  bad  advanced  something  new  on  this  subject.  I  j^  ^f^ 
tbe  principlsa  are  as  old  ^d  as  moderate  fM  ^hoM  of  tbf  j^ji^ 
formatioo ;  a^d  I  know  thj^t  every  pf^c  of  our  his^)ry  co||«^ 
films  their  tiutht  Have  we  forgotten  th^  history  pf  that  1h^ 
lormation?  U  **  the  Preservative  ag^iinst  Popery"  buricfdin 
oblivion  and  unmerited  neglect  ?  Dp  we  remember  Med^  an4 
Chillingworth,  and  H«>oker,  aiid  Barrow,  and  TiUofsani  anA 
Hoadly,  and  Sherlock.  ?  Can  we  pass  by  the  phal^jgax  of  Sta^^ 
men,  and  Bishops,  and  Lawyers,  who  stood  forth  in  1688? 
What  I  have  advanced  is  in  substance  very  old ;  in  mampef 
it  may  perhaps  he  new«  AH  I  b^ye  advised,  is  on  thf 
side  of  caution.  I  only  declared  and  pronounced  so? 
lemnly  in  the  face  of  my  country,  that  a  College  of 
RoMisu  Priests  of  a  religion  hostile  in  principle  and  in 
aaion  too,  whenever  it  has  the  power,  against  the  established 
church  of  this  kingdom,  should  not  bt  Ht  ufon  a  hill^  and 
authorised  and  maintained  by  the  ministers  of  the  crown* 
and  by  the  public  money  of  the  land«  They  have  been  dis» 
period,  since  that  warning  was  given.  I  only  said,  let  sup* 
pov^  be  administered  to  them  privatelya  and  in  detached 
situations,  J  have  pity  for  them,  and  relief  too,  according  ta 
wif  ability* 

But,  ^<  though  I  give  all  my  goods  (said  an  Apostle;  to 
^  feed  the  poor  and  the  distressed,  and  have  not  Charity^  it 

B  g  it  profiteth 
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^  jffofiteth  me  nothing.'*    What  does  he  mean  ?   He  8uref]p 
naeans  somethings    Ahns  alone,  it  seems,  however  libera}^ 
however  extended,  neither  are,  not  can  be,  the  whole  or  the 
tssence  of  Christian  charity.    They  are  ii|deed  a  material  pari 
of  it,  and  one  of  the  best  external  proofs  of  it's  exi^tenct. 
Charity  is  in  reality  a  principle  of  general  safety,  of  kindness, 
•f  active  benevolence,  of  discernment,  of  prudence,  of  mode* 
station',  and  of  guarded  virtue.  It  originated  from  Him,  who 
tornnotnded  his  disciples  to  join  the  innocence  of  the  dove* 
with  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent.     We  may  depend  upoii  it ; 
tUb  system  of  Christianity  is  not  inconsistent  with  itself. 
Sdfely  this*  is  not  to  teach,  or  to  recommend,  persecution  or 
itltoterance.   My  language  and  arguments  are  designed  only 
fe'^bew,  that  th^  spirit  of  the  system  of  Popery  yet  remains 
tinaltered-in  it's  great  and  leading  principles.  If  it  perishes  ^ 
it  will  perish  altogether.    I  love  toleration  in  the  constitu- 
tional sense  of  the  word,  as  mucH  as  the  most  designing 
patriot  of  the  day:  biit  indifference  to  the  public  form  of 
religion  is  the  first  step  to  it's  neglect^  ajad  to  its  consequent 
abolition.    ' 

I  oannot  think  it  a  mark  of  per.<;ecut!on  or  intolerance, 
when  I  deprecate  the  revival  of  the  Romish  superstition  iii 
£ngland  {s)^    There  is  an  enthusiasm,  an  ofymorf^o;,  in  the 

professoril 


*  (i)  •*  From  obviou?  causes  (indeed)  the  cruelty^  the  tyramtyy  /i# 
•*  impiety  oPTHeCHOKCH  o^Romb  have  alMost  faJed from  our 
^'  mimoryj  iut  nuemust  hring  them  back  to  our  recollection  ^  if  we  would 
**  unJerfland  *'^iVL%  judgmeiTts  or  god  which  arv  aproad  in 
^*  THB  I  ARTE.'*  Shc  Is  DOW  persecuted  in  her  turn.  As  Englisl^- 
#*  men,  we  forget  her  injuries;  as  Christians^  we  pity  and  give 
ff  g}mt  to  her  exile4  adbercntsi  regardless  pf  the  malicious  endea? 
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|tfofessorsof  it  which,  I  know,  never  forsakea  them.    It  ifl 
accivCf  .wjber^  k>  influejice  can  hardly  be  Supposed.     It  is 
laid  CO  pervade  even  the  squabbles  of  a  society  set  apart  for 
the  pl^servation  of  our  national  antiquity.     With  a  cat-like 
watch,  it  peenL.ftPd.priei^  over  every  paper  on  ecclesiastical 
relics,  and  garbles  the  slightest  casual  effusions  of  protestant 
xeaK  i>efqTe  it*  is  presented  to  the  world.     If  it  cannot  be 
(^nly  recommended; ''it  will  eflfectoaliy  guapd  against  the 
leut  reproach  or  insiouationi  of  it's  subtlety.     Romish  Baro^t 
netriwill  be  busy,  aild  Romish  Priests  will  meddle.     Per« 
haps  the  Secretary  of  that  Society  knows,  whether  these  hinrs 
are  true  and  justifiable; ''li' surely  will  he-understood,  that 
I  am  only  speaking  of  tkf  Spirit  and  tendency  of  the  system 

'  B  4  itself. 

•*  vours  of  oilr  adversaries  to  represent  the  Church  of  England, 
^  as  itself  interested  in  her  preservation.  But  let  us  only  advert 
**  to  the  principles,  religious  and  civil,  upoh  which  we  are  sepa« 
*^  rated iroai'that  idolatrons and  intolerant  power ;  and  it  will  bt 
^  evident  tl^at,  as  a  natipiial  Church^we  have  neither  part  nor  l6t 
**  in  thisjmatter.  Our  causls  are  distinct,  and  must  bvbr 
*^  REMAIN  so:  and 'wc have Vio^  more  abundant  reason  than  evert9 
*•  rejoice  in  our  Reformed  Religion,  Our  fathers  obeyed  the  warning 
*^  voice,  and  left  her  corrupt  communion  when  she  hadri^n  to 
**  the  zenith  of  her  glory;  and  we  have  hitherto  escaped  the 
^  plagues  by  which  she  is  now  tormented.     And  it  may  be 
**  added,  that  as  England  was  formerly  (and  I  trust  is  still)  th^ 
^'  bulwark  of  the  Protestant  faith,  so  must  she  now  be  the  buj* 
^*  wark  of  Christianity  itself.*'    See  the  Bifhop  oi  (a)  Lincoln's 
sermon    before  the    King  and  Parliament  at  St.  Paul's    on 
the  public  thanksgiving  on  the  iQfh  pec.  1797.     (Publishe(| 
in  Feb.  1798.)     It  is  the  composition  of  a  man  of  learning  and 
ability,   written  with  great  judgment,  eloquence,  and  disccri\^ 
Ipent  of  the  signs  of  the  times* 

(a)  The  R^  kev.  QaoB.<;c  P&kttmaii  jP.  P^ 
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itself.  I  would  carry  charity  with  mt  in  my  heart  Ami  ifl 
my  hand,  but  I  know  that  charity  is,  and  must  be«  consist* 
cnt  with  a  love  to  my  country,  and  to  her  rights  civil  and 
religious.  If  lam  wrong,  I  fear,  I  must  continue  to ;  I  havt 
yet  seen  no  argument  to  shake  my  conviction. 

I  would  say  a  few  words  on  another  part  of  my  work*  i 
have  been  under  the  necessity,  at  least  as  Jl  thougfati  of  ap« 
pealing  for  illustration  to  writ^i^  of  ail  ages  and  in  variooi 
languages.  There  is  an  appdarancb  of  ostentation  in  it,  to 
which  I  must,  submit.  I  certainly  am  of  opinion  with  Ca* 
saubon,  that  il  <ann{)t  be  supposed^  **  £iu:ere  aliquid  ad  verara 
^ietatem  seu  doctrinam,  Grsecl  potius  quamalii  Ungui 
loqui."  (/)  Certainly  not.  Sut  to  enforce  and  illustrate  any 
position,  the  language  of  poets,  and  the  dignity  and  spirit 
of  ancient  eloquence  and  history  in  the  original  worda^  art 
ipf  no  mean  assistapqe..  The  nature  and  full  force  of  this  work 
could  not  have  been  sustained  without  the  notes,  in  which 
|be  roost  important  subjects,  sacred,-  moral,  and  political, 
ire  occasionally  discussed.  But  I  have  generally  given^ 
in  English,  tiie  substance  of  the  allusions,  contained  in  the 
learned  languages  which  are  brought  forward. 

I  would  not  have  any  one  think,  that  an  appea!  to  thQ 
higher  poets  of  modern  Italy  is  either  trifling  or  disgraceful. 
No  man  ever  felt  the  power  of  poetry,  if  he  refused  his 
homage  to  Dante,  Petrarch,  Ariosto,  andTasso;  I  me<in, 
If  their  language  was  familiar  to  him. 

In  their  primal  poet  there  is  an  originality  and  a  hardihood 
of  amiquity.  The  soul  of  Dante  was  dark  and  sullen:  it  was 
proud,  and  full  of  his  wrongs.  Frons  lactaparum  et  dejecto 

lumin^ 


(/)  If.  -Catttib.  iMrcitat.  i^.ad  Anaalf s  Ecclesiast.  Baromi 
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kiouiu  vuUu.  H^  passed  through  imaginary  rsalms  wttboA 
the  fun*  to  the  confines  of  li^  and  hope.  The  day  thonc 
foil  upon  bim,  and  the  beams  were  from  on  high*  Hii 
toight  of  men  and  their  passions  is  etemah  His  langiu^ 
was  like  himself,  <kep  and  full  of  matter ;  it's  strength  and 
hvcDony  may  be  best  expressed  by  his  Tusc^  brother:  , 

*  *  ■ 

Aspro  concento,  orribile  armonia 
D'alte  quercle,  d*ululi,  e  di  strida^ 
b^n^iyamentc  concordar  s'udia«(iij   t 

A^  to  PetF^ch ;  we  are  led  by  every  milder  feeling  tolJbf 
retreat  of  Valclusa.  The  strain  of  the  po^.i^yet  so&er 
ilan  the  breeze*  or  the  murmur  of  his  fountain,  {v),  Yet  ¥[ai 
ht  not  without  energy :  his  subject  was  sometimes  high  an4 
holy.  He  was  familiar  with  death,  ^nd,  his  breathiags  weic 
after  immortality.  He  too  covild  describe  ihe  difrupti^n  4 
the  mortal  inHf  and  the  departure  of  the  souU 

Svegliata  fra  gli  spirti  eletti, 
Ove  nel  suo  Fattor  1'  alma  s'intema! 

t 

I  will  not  pursue  this  theme;  and  ot  Ariosto  and  Tasso  it 
would  be  idle  to  speak.  But  you  will  permit  me  to  observe, 
tliat  the  three  greatest  masters  of  heroic  verse,  in  unlaboured 
cue  and  flowing  dignity,  are  to  my  apprehension  and 
judgment.    Homer,    Ariosto,    and  the   glory  of    Spain, 

Alonzo 


(ir)  Ariosto.  O.  F.  c.  14. 

(v)  '[lamp  ftvo  rcifv  euwiea-rardtfy  XsifJLotvcjv  mvpa  ris  i$i%»  e^ 
svnif  9fp£Taf*  Such  is  the  h^nroonions  prose  ^-hich  distinguishes 
the  critical  writings  of  the  great  Halicarnassian.  Dion.  Hali- 
(ara.  Epist  ?d.  Cn.  Pompeiam  de  Platonc.    Sect*  a* 


C    «6    ] 

•^lonieo  d'Ercilla(;ir}.  I  have  without  intention  indeed,  but 
with  the  privilege  of  a  letter,  descanted  a  Httleonaifavourite 
incidental  topic.  For  when  I  hear  the  language  of 
Italy,  under  these  mighty  masters,  called  frivolous  and 
light,  I  cannot  pass  it  without  a  moment *s  vindication*  In 
my  opinion  they  strengthen  and  harmonize  both  tbe  intellect 
and  the  ear.  My  references  to  them  are  however  verf 
few, 

I  am  told,  I  am  forgiven  for  my  Latin ;  but  for  the  Greek, 
Yiot  so  easily.  In  this  particular  indeed,  I  am  rather  surprised 
tliat  no  man  of  zoii  has  said  of  my  notes,  "  They  are  Creek 
"**  invocations  to  call  fools  into  a  circle."  (^)  Certainly  there 
will  be  Halos  round  the  brightest  luminaries ;  and  it  must  be 
confessed,  that  many  of  my  notes  have  such  a  circular  app^V- 
ance.  If  some  galled  theologian  should  be  disposed  to 
■anter,  and  to  question  the  validity  of  my  Greek  ordina- 
tion, he  would  perhaps  shrewdly  temind  nie  of  the  Council 
of  Florence  in  1439,  when  the  Greek  and  Latin  churches 
proposed,  as ,  a  principle  of  union,  that  the  Greeks  should 
alter  their  manuscripts  yV^m  the  Latin.  He  might  tell  me 
€>f  that  celebrated  '*  Foedus  cum  Grsecis,"  so  well  known 
among  the  sacred  manuscript  critics.  And  if  I  were  to 
adduce  from  the  great  Erasmus,  my  "  Capita  ^rgumentoruni 
'*  contra  morosos  quosdamet  indojctos"  (z) ;  I  should  perhaps 
be  reminded  by  Dr.  Parr,  that  I  have  not^tbe  erudition  of 
Erasmus,  nor  the  gentle  manners  of  the  serene  Sepulveda. 
Mr.  Knight  would  remand  me  to  the  Greek  alphabet  (to 
any  one,  I  hope,  but  his  own),  and  hii  modesty  would 

attempt 

'     '       r : '    '  '• — « 

(x)  The  Author  of  the  Araueaaa. 

{j)  Shakspeare's  As  you  Like  it,  act.  2. 

(«j  Nov^  Test,  by  En^mus  in  159$.  5th  ^4it» 
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httempt  'tome  jiicundity  from  4he  Lusu9  Pmpir    I  wiQ 

endure  them  all ;  for  I  have 'patience  and  pity  too. 

f  .  *         '.  -   •  .  • 

'  ,   .      .  ^  ....  , .  J  .       , 

I  know  you  were  surprised*  whea  you  found  me.  beset 

with  poetasters,  and  rhetoricians,  and  comnientdtors,  stodold 

icventhj'orm  boys,  that  I  was  so  patient.  In  truth  I  thought 

there  might  be  some  remedy,.    Yet  I  will  oMrn,  that  when 

J  see  so  many  heads  around  me  deprived  of  the  substance  o( 

sense,  I  am  perpetually  calling  for  the  ampolla  oi  AsXicA^kio^ 

(hat  sacred  vessel  which  he  broqght  from  the  upper  regions* 

**  Che  tempo  e  ormai,   ch'  ai  capi  voti  e  macri 
**  Di  senho,  si  soccorri  con  /'  ampolla.  (a) 

But  I  should  have  too  much  on  my  hands,  and  I  recall 
n^y  wish.  In  the  political,  as  well  as  in  the  mere  literary 
.florid,  there  is  more  to  do  in  that  way  than  I  can  attempt. 

^  few  drops  from  this  ampolla  might  now  and  then,  oa 
particular  occasions,  fall  on  the  Minister  himself,  who  noza 
m  his  ta^ts  appears  as  the  political  Hecate  [bj^  or  Diana,  in 

their 


{a)  Ariosto.  O,  F.  Cant.  38. 
:  {h)  Hecate  is  termed  in  the  Argonailtics  of  Orpheus^ 

T^pifffOKapvivof  iSeiv,  iXoov  rspaq  trri  Saiirov, 

TaprapoTcsci;  Exa-m!     (v.  974.)  Edit.Eschenback.  p.  65#' 

For  the  Diana  rpijMpfo^,  look  at  the  gems  of  Fulvius  Ui  sinus.— « 
It  is  odd,  that  Lycophron,  in  all  the  darkness  of  his  prophetic 
eong,  chanting  forth  the  powers,  h;  Aprif  sfiXaro,  couples 
together  Bellonaand  Minerva,  *•  Kai  J«'  Evi/w,  xai  TpiyBvynrof 
^*  0sa.'*  Cassand.  V.  J 19— What  is  the  allegory?  It  seems  as 
if  war  and  wisdom  might  be  joined  together ;  but  the  |Q$ui€£  (hfi 
^]0^  can  be  dissolved,  the  better*  (1798.) 
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Iheir  tripli  formi.  Some  of  tc  also  might  be  spared  for  Eavf 
Fitzwilliara  with  ^good  effect ;  but  I  should  be  unwilling  t# 
waste  the  precious  liquor  on  the  noble  head  of  his  Grace 
of  Bedford.  Some  crests  are  indeed  vulnerable;  but  the 
SMUiral  constitution  is  sometimes  so  radically  impaired,  thai 
when  the  head  is  once  opened,  k  is  in  vain  to  think  of 
closing  it«  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  for  instance,'  is  out  of  the 
reach  of  art.  I  Would  only  set  up  the  bidental  at  the  book« 
tetltr's  door  at  Wimbtedonl  It  will  at  least  serve  as  a  land* 
ttark  for  the  French,  on  their  first  invasion*  As  to  the 
**  mcndici,  mimi,.  baiatrones,''  what  can  be  done?  The  most 
infamous  aire  the  most  contented.  But  there  are  minor 
members  of  the  great  democratic  body,  and  all  have  not  the 
same  ofHce.  Yet  there  is  a  mar\'eIlous  tise  (and  they  un« 
derstand  it  better  than  WE.  do)  in  that  which  ewry  jmnt 
supplieth.  I  should  leave  Mr.  Tiemey  (c),  with  some  little 
hope^^to  the  discipline  of  Cocker  and  01dfield(i/).  He 
inay  perhaps  improve  in  calculation;  but  I  think  it  will  be 
eome  time  before  his  anti-professional  prattle  will  impose  oo 
another  boy- committee  on  a  contested  election.  The  drops 
of  the  ampolla  would  never  penetrate  the  thick  rotundity  of 
Mr.  Nicholls(^);  but  they  might  Insinuate  themselves 
through  the  zigzag  crevices  of  Sir  John  Sinclair's  head« 
If  we  pass  to  subjects  oi  lighter  raomeat*  even  th6  Baviaa 
drops  from  Mr.  Gifibrd  have  fallen  ofiF^  }ike  oil,  from  tho 
plumage  of  the  Florence  and  Cru^can  geese.  At  home  also, 
I  am  sorry  that  his  success  is  imperfect.  I  am  told,  that 
Mr,  Greathead  and  Mr.  Merry   yet    write  and  t^lkj;  and 

Mr. 

to  M*  P*  f^  ^be  Borough.      {J)  An  obscure  writer  on  tbs 
Boroughs,  *'  The  sad  historian  of  that  fainted  plain.**. 
{€)  M.  P.  for  Trcgony. 
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Mr.  Jeming^iam  (poor  mn ! j  still  conlinoei  sillier  ihgn  Hi 
$kup. 

Bat  a  trace  to  thif  badinage.  Like  the  Warrior  of  Itbacab 
I  would  appear  but  for  a  season,  and  for  a  peculiar  purpose, 
tn  such  a  garb.  It  is  necessary  now  to  assume  those  higher 
functions  to  which  I  am  called,  to  claim  for  thyself,  and  to 
Tindicate  the  undoubted  right  [f)  and  hereditary  dignity  oi 
the  Satiric  muse. 

r£/|MrVitf6ff  ^dcx<<tfyaroXc;|bii7ri;  Oivco^v^^ 

AAtO  A'  Era  MEF AN  OT^ON !  f x«>  ^ '^  ^^^  *«f«^P* 

Ainu  arf9<rO<  iuic^.  {g) 

I  had  once  a  thought,  as  you  advised  me,  of  analysing' 
the  following  poem.  But  to  what  effect,  and  for  what  use? 
To  men,  like  you,  it  is  needless  or  presumptuous,  and  to 
others,  it  is  superfluous.  I  am  indeed  confident,  that  when 
all  the  personal  objects  of  my  praise  or  censure  shall  have 
passed  from  the  scene,  this  work  will  be  found  to  contain 
principles  of  government,  polity,  religion,  morality,  edu« 
cation,  criticism,  poetry,  and  literature,  worthy  of  being 
transmitted  to  another  age.  I  have  indeed  already  said 
much ;  but  I  think,  I  have  something  more  to  oifer  to  mj 
country,  if  the  blessing  of  strength  and  health  should 
graciously  be  extended  and  continued  to  me.  I  mean,  if  I 
see  a  proper  occasion  ,to  present  it,  and  if  £ngland  should 
Slot  be  absorbed  in  the  vortex  and  abhorred  gulf  of  demo- 
craey  and  tyranny. 

Still  perhaps  I  am  incautious  in  my  words ;  for  I  can  pro« 
jKiise  little.    However  that  may  be,  my  principle  is  an(i  ever 

has 
C/)  Svy^ixoy  Moiffay  xnaycy.  Find*  Pytb.  i.   {^)  Hon).  Od.aa» 
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^  lias l»een,  that  "  no  man  liveth  unto  himsi^lf/^  tor  liii 
own  little  pleasures,  or  mean  gratifications,  or  low  unworthy 
passions,  the  dirty  family  of  selfishness,  which  by  the  law 
of  Providence  defeats  it's  own  purposes.  I  speak  not  of 
a  romantic,  impracticable,  general  good,  but  of  the  speci« 
fie  benefit  which  an  individual  may  and  caii  confer  oh  his 
fellow-creatures,  in  his  own  limited  sphere  of  action,  by  a 
continued  exertion  of  the  faculties  or  talents,  with  which 
be  feels  himself  intrusted* 

The  well-wishers  to  their  country  are,  above  all  tilings, 
desirous  of  the  steady  light  of  Literature,  and  of  the  day- 
spring  from  on  high.  Yet  whatever  they  or  we  may  hope, 
the  horizon  may  perhaps  be  now  illuminated  with  it's 
departing  beams.  1  will  yet  strive  to  be  full  of  hope; 
though  in  some  passing  moments  of  dejection,  the  strain  of 
the  Florentine  poet,  in  all  it's  melancholy  harmony,  dwells 
upon  my  ear; 

Pensdf  chc  questo  di  mai  non  raggiorna!  {h) 

But  let  us  still  contemplate  the  glory  which  was  cast 
round  other  times.  I  will  therefore  conclude  this  letter,  by 
complying  with  your  request,  in  offering  you  a  very  few 
ideas  on  the  chief  Satirists  of  ancient  and  of  modern  fame* 
I  may  be  singular  perhaps;  but  if  I  except  LuciLius, 
(who  is  known  to  us  only  by  detached  lines  ajid  short  pas- 
sages,) in  my  opinion,  the  fulness  of  the  Satirical  glory  nevqr 
shone  but  on  six  po£TS  : 

Quos  orbe  sub  omni 
Jam  vix  septena  numerat  Sapientia  fama* 

,    The  character  of  Lucilius,  the  inventor  of  Satire,  wat 

^pectcd  by  Scipio  and  Lxlius  ;  and  they  were  his  friends* 

Foetast^n 
{h)  Dante  Parady 
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Pollsters,  rhetoricians,  and  even  men  of  high  quality  an4  • 

of  consular  rank,  were  often  the  subjects  of  his  censure.    I 

know  not  what  a  modern  French  Directory  might  do  with  a 

man  of  his  character ;    but  Lucilius  enjoyed  respect  and 

impunity   in    the   Roman  Republic.      Horace    in    the 

politest  age,  under  the  despotism  of  Augustus,  insinuated 

himself  into  the  graces  of  the  Emperor :  yet  he  was  pecu« 

liarly  studious  to  mark  the  obnoxious,  foolish,  or  wicked. 

characters  of  his  age.     He  was  careful  not  to  be  misunder« 

stood.    He  noted  the  name,  the  profession,  and  the  rank  o£ 

those  whom  he  devoted  to  undying  ridicule,  or  consigned 

to  the  eternity  of  fame.     Augustus  and  Maecenas  well  knew 

the  value  of  such  a  poet.    They  looked  to  the  stability  of 

government  and  to  the  empire  of  good  sense,  and  found  them 

intimately  connected  with  literature  and  poetry.      In  the 

time  of  Nero  and  Trajan,  Juvenal  and  Persius  exerted  ». 

ieverity    without  playfulness,    and  veiled    themselves     in 

obscurity,  yet  without  being  misunderstood.     They  applied 

<iirectiy  and  irresistibly  to  the  inmost  feelings  of  the  heart. 

callous  and  depraved  as  it  was.     The  writers  were  either 

spared  or  neglected;  but  their  works  were  admired   and 

circulated.  I  know  the  person  to  whom  I  am  now  addressing 

Qiyself  too  well,  to  enter  into  a  criticism  on  Horace,  Ju« 

venal,    or    Persius.     Mr.   Dryden    indeed    has    done    it 

already. 

An  interval  of  ages  passed,  dark  and  barbarous.  The 
power' of  Satire,  in  its  full  and  legitimate  strength^  wat 
never  again  felt  till  the  reign  of  Louis  the  fourteenth  o£ 
France.  Then  appeared  a  Poet,  second  to  none  of  hit. 
predecessors.  A  philosopher  without  being  W9rdy,  ih«« 
vicnd  of  sense  and  of  virtue,  a  gentleman  in  principle^ 

i&dcpendeai_ 


t    8«    1 

Inclepedclent  id  Spirit,  and  fearless  of  enemies,  however 
j^owerful  from  their  malignity  or  fbrmidable  from  their  rank* 
This  extraordinary  man  was  BoiLEAU.  If  I  am  not  deceived* 
there  is  something  in  ali  his  compositions  so  finished^  to 
Fetnov^d  from  conceit  and  forced  thought;  there  is  such  ail 
ata>dent  zeal  for  propriety  in  sentiment  and  in  expression  | 
such  a  sense  of  the  dignity  of  the  human  character,  wb«^it 
mndebafSed;  such  a  hatred  of  hypocrisy;  such  a  love  of 
purity;  such  an  abhorrence  of  all  profaneness  and  inde« 
tency,  and  even  of  indelicacy ;  that  I  am  not  able  to  naaoe 
^  man  whose  works,  as  a  poet  and  a  critic^  may  be  read 
and  studied  with  equal  advantage.  Even  his  complimenta^ 
^ugh  rather  lofty,  to  Louis  the  fourteenth  are  all  con- 
ceived in  the  language  of  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  genius, 
who  £eels  chat  he  is  conferring  honoilr,  not  receiving  it. 
The  majesty  of  the  French  monarch,  in  that  cultivated  age* 
was  surely  as  worthy  of  hom^e  as  the  dciiy  of  the  ^Siomaa 
Augustus. 

To  read  the  works  of  Boileau  with  full  advan- 
tage, some  accuracy  of  knowledge,  and  some  insight 
into  the  delicacy  of  the  ancient  French  language  are 
required.  I  call  their  language  ancient^  which  existed 
Before  the  revolution,  for  I  scarce  understand  the  modent 
democratic  jargon.  **  Grave  virus  munditias  fefutil^*  It 
is  also  necessary  to  have  a  perception  of  the  peculiar  cast 
of  the  French  poetry,  and  of  the  construction  of  the  verse. 
An  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  language  itself,  which 
is  net  poetical  as  contradtstiilguished  to  prose,  but  forcible^ 
terse,  and  well  adapted  \q  the  condensation  of  satirical 
«kpression»  As  a  writer,  I  think  him  originaL  What  he 
[  kto  borrowed^  he  almost  seems  to  have  restored  to  it'# 
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ftoycT  place.  He  alternately  assumes  the  characters  of 
the  three  great  Romans;  and  maintains  an  honourable 
contest  for  the  mastery.  Equal  to  either  of  them  taken 
singly;  and  in  the  merit  of  composition,  sometimes  their 
superior.  He  is  their  true  and  lawful  brother ;  there  is  a 
fraternal  league  between  them,  which  no  friend  to  good 
literature,  good  poetry,  and  good  manners,  will  ever  suffer 
to  be  broken. 

Nearly  at  the  same  period,  after  some  momentary  gleams 
and  strong  flashes  in  the  horizon.  Satire  arose  in  England. 
When  1   name  Dryden,    I    comprehend    every    varied 
excellence  of  our  poetry.      In  harmony,  strength,  modu- 
lation, rythrti,  energy,  he  firit  displayed  thfe  full  power  of 
the  English  language.     My  business  with  him  at  present,  is 
only  as  a  Satirist ;  I  will  be  brief,  for  I  speak  to  the  intelli- 
gent.    He  was  the  first '  poet  who  brought  to  perfection, 
what    I  would  term,  •'  The  Allegory  of  Satire."     Fables 
indeed,    and   apologues,    and     romances,    have   been   the 
most  ancient  modes  of  reproof  and  censure.     It  was  the ' 
peculiar   happiness    of   Dryden  to  give  an    eternal   sense* 
and  interest  to  subjects  which  are  transitory.     He  placed 
his  scene  on  the  ground  of  actual  history.     The  reader  of 
every  age  has  an  interest  in  the  delineation  of  characters 
and  names,  which  have  been  familiar  to  him  from  his  ear- 
liest years.     He  is  already  prepared,  and  feels  a  predilection 
for  the  subject.     This  accommodation  of  anciait  charac- 
ters to  existing  persons  has  a  peculiar  force  in  tlie  age  ta 
which  it  is  .addressed;  and  posterity  reads  with  delight  a^ 
poem    founded   oik  pristine  story,   and  illustrated   biy  the 
records  of  modern  times. 
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Dryden's  power  of  Satire  has  been  generally  ackmm^ 
ledged  in  bis  Mac-Flecknoe  ^  but  his  master^piece  is  that 
wonderful  and  unequalled  performance,  Absalom  and 
Achitophel.  He  presents  to  us  an  heroic  subject  in  heroic 
numbers,  a  well-constructed  allegory,  and  a  forcible  appeal 
to  our  best  feelings  and  passions.  He  paints  the  horrors  of 
anarchy,  sedition,  rebellion,  and  democracy,  with  the 
pencil  of  Dante,  or  of  Michael  Angelo ;  and  he  gives  the 
speeches  of  his  heroes  with  the  strength,  propriety,  and 
correctness  of  Virgil.  It  is  Satire  in  it's  highest  form ;  but 
it  is  satire  addressed  to  the  few.  It  is  not  adapted  to  the 
general  effect  of  this  species  of  poetry.  In  my  opinion, 
Dryden  has  not  the  style  and  manner  of  Horace,  or  Juvenal, 
or  Persius,  or  Boileau.  Pope  called  'him  unhappy^ 
lipm.  the  looseness  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  He  has 
enthusiasm,  majesty,  seriousness,  severity,  gravity,  strength 
of  conception,  and  boldness  of  imagery.  But  sprigbtliness, 
gaiety,  an  easy  badinage,  an  occasional  playfulness,  so  ne- 
cessary to  the  general  effect  of  satirical  poetry,  were  all 
wantiilg  to  him.  Perhaps  his  genius  was  too  sublime.  He 
could  not^  or  he  would  not,  descend  to  the  minutiae  which 
are  often  required,  to  the  anecdotes,  and  the  passing  traits  of 
the  time.  His  satire  had  an  original  character.  It  was  the 
strain  of  Arckilochus sounding  from  the  lyre  of  Alcaeus. 

The  Sixth  and  last  of  this  immortal  Brotlierhood,  in 
the  fulness  of  time,  and  in  the  maturity  of  poetical  (>ower, 
came  Pop£.  All  that  was  wanting  to  his  illuscfious  pre- 
decessor  found  its  consumtdation  in  the  genius,  knowledge, 
correct  sense,  and  condensation  of  thought  and  expression, 
which  distinguish  this  poet.  The  tenour  of  his  life  was 
peculiarly  favourable  to  his  oiEce.  He  bad^r  j/  cultivated 
1  idl 
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all  thef  OoW^ry  grounds  ot  poetry.     Hd  W  excelled  in 
d^it^rii^tion.    in  pastoral,   in  the  pathetiCi  and  in   general 
criticisin ;  and  he  had  ^iven  an  t^nglish  existence  in  perpe« 
tuity  to'the  Father  of  all  poetry.     Thus  honoured,  and  with 
these  pretensions,  he  left  them  all  for  that  excdlence,  for  which 
the  maturity  of  his  talents  and  his  judgikient  so  (eminently 
designed  hitn.     Familiar  With  the  great,  intimate' with  the 
polite,  graced  by  the  attentions  of  the  fair^  admired  by  the 
learned,  a  favourite  With   the  nation,   independent  in  an 
acquired  opulence,  the  honourable  product  of  his  genius 
and  industry ;  the  companion  of  persons  distinguished  for 
biitfa,  high  fashion,  rank,  wit,  or  virtue,  and  resident  in  the 
center  of  all  public  information  and    intelligence ;  every 
avenue  to  knowledge  and  every  mode  of  observation  were 
open  to  his  curious,  prying,  piercing,  and  unwearied  intel- 
lect.    His  works  are  so  generally  read  and  studied,  that  I 
should  not  merely  fatigue,  but  I  should  almost  insult  you 
by  such  a  needless  disquisition. 

As  a  disciple  of  these  great  masters,  and  full  of  that  spirit 
which  an  unbroken  and  an  honourable  intimacy  with  their 
works  has  inspired,  I  now  present  myself  a  votary  at  their 
temple ;  and  in  some  measure  clothed  in  the  robes  of  their 
hereditary  priesthood,  I  would  also  enter,  and  offer  my  obla- 
tion at  the  high  altar  of  my  country.  But  if,  unworthy  of  thix 
hallowed  investment  and  interior  ministry,  the  door  of  the 
sanctuary  is  closed  upon  me ;  I  shall  retire  without  a  mur- 
mur, and  with  devotion  unimpaired  worship  in  the  vestibule.' 
You  can  best  judge  of  my  motives,  who  have  known  most 
intimately  the  nature  and  extentof  my  studies,  solitary  so  long 
ih  £fieir  acquirement,  and  now  public  at  last  in  their  applica. 
lion  and  in  their  end.    With  a  neceisary  indulgence  for  all 
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siy  frailties,  vices,'  Errors,  follies,  and  imperfections,*  an^ 
with  the  partiality  of  friendship,  you,  and  such  as  you»  may 
perhaps  allow  me  to  apply  to  myself,  with  some  little  vari»- 
lion,  the  words  of  the  most  fervid  poet  of  antiquity : 

Non  tenues  ignavo  pollice  chordas 
Pulso,  sed  Aurunci  residens  in  margine  tempi! 
Audax  magnorum  tumulis  adcanto  Magistrum. 

I  am,  &c,  &c. 
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THE   PREFACE 


TO    THE    FIRST   DIALOGUE(«) 


Q  F     THE 


PURSUITS   OF   LITERATURE. 


X  H  E  importance  of  the  subject  of  this  Poem,  and  the 
necessity  of  such  an  appeal  to  the  kingdom  at  this  time^ 
are  the  best  reasons  which  I  can  offer  for  it's  publication. 
But  in  regard  to  the  various  matters  which  are  considered 
in  the  following  composition,  I  recommend  to  my  readers 
a  passage  from  a  collection  of  the  most  pleasing  and 
informing  treatises  in  natural  philosophy  which  I  ever  read, 
or  I  believe  ever  were  written;  I  mean  the  Chemical 
£ssays  by  Dr.  Watson,  the  present  Bishop  of  LandafF.  [b) 
The  passage  is  this;   *'  Sir  Isaac  Newton  and  Dr.  Bentlcy 

C  4  •*  piet 
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•*  met  accidentally  in  London^  and  on  Sir  Isaac's  inquiries 
•*  what  philosophical  Pursuits  were  carrying  on  at  Cam-  « 
V  bridge,  the  Doctor  replied,  none ;  for  when  you 
••  go  a  hunting,  Sir  Isaac,  you  kill  all  the  game;  you  have 
**  left  us  nothing  to  pursue.**  **  Not  so,  said,  the 
"  philosopher,  you  may  start  a  variety  of  game  in  every 
••  bush,  if  you  will  but  take  the  trouble  to  beat  for  it."- 
••  And  so  in  truth  it  is,'*  (observes  Bishop  WatsonJ  ".  every 
•*  object  in  nature  affords  occasion  for  philosophical,  experi- 
**  ment.**  I  may  add,  that  such  a  state  of  society  and  of 
literature,    as  the  present,   affords   pccasion  for  numerous 

< 

experiments    and    observations,    without    any "  danger    of 
mutual  interference. 

In  this  Poem  no  imitation  whatsoever  is  intpinled  of 
any  former  writer,  or  of  any  former  poem.  //  was 
written  upon  no  private  fnotive  whatsoever  \  but  siinply  and 
solely  as  the  conduct,  oj  the  persons  mentioned  or  alluded  to ^ 
or  the  manner  of  their  compositions^  or  the  principles  of 
their  writings^  tend  to  injluence  and  affect  the  learnings  the 
government^  the  religion^  the  public  morality,  the  public 
happiness,  and  the  public  security  oJ  this  Nation.  My 
intentions  arc  just  and  justifiable  to  reasonable  men,"  who 
will  reflect  on  what  has  passed,  and  is  passing  before  them* 
Wc  must  indeed  be  sensible,  that  it  is  now  no  longer  a 
mere  sport  of  the  pen,  a  light  skirmish,  or  a  random 
shaft,  the  Apolliijcae  bellum  puerile  pharetrae,  which  are 
alone  demanded;  but  our  weapons  must  be  instruments 
of  war.  able  to  break  down  the  strong  holds  of  anarchy, 
impiciy,  and  rebellion,  and  iuighty  to  vindicate  the 
powers  of  Icgititnate  authority.  In  every  region  of  Europe 
there  should  have  been  a  common  cause.  But  in  no 
kingdom,  except  Great  Biitaiuy  has  that  "cause  been 
2  maintained 
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maintained  in  full  integrity.  While  I  am  writing,  {c)  wo 
are  convulsed  to  our  center;  and  yet  in  the  midst  of  fear, 
yrc  are  impudently  and  wickedly  told,  there  is  no  cause  of 
alarm. 

Talia  dum  celebro,  subitam  civilis  Erinnys 
Tarpdo  de  monte  facem,  Phlegrasaque  itiovit 
Przlia  ;  ^acrilegis  lucent  Capitolia  taedis, 
£t  Senonum  furias  Latiac  sumpserc  cohortes.(^ 

We  may    (for   we   pan)  all  of  us    contribute  to  the 

assistance,  the  Comfort,  and  the  good  of  others,  and  to  the 

stability  of  social  happiness.     The  sword,  the  voice,  and 

the  pen  ipust  be  resolutely  and  decisively  called  into  action, 

for  defence,    for  counsel,  for  admonition,  and  for  censure. 

Satirical    writings     must    submit    to    the    imputation    of 

ill-nature,    though  I  see  no  necessary  connection  between 

them.    In    my  opinion.    Satire  has   nothing  to   do   with 

good-nature,  or   with  ill-nature.     It's  office   respects    the 

public  good  alone,  and  the   interests  of   the  community. 

It  is  frequently  designed  to  supply  the  laws,  in  those  cases 

"which  are  beyond  their  jurisdiction.     From  such  courts  it 

appeals  to  perhaps  a  still  higher  tribunal,  that   of   public 

9pi^on,  character,  and  reputation. 

Such  are  my  ideas ;  yet  I  am  sure  I  have  nothing  of  the 
^'dd  American  in  my  composition;  I  never  wished  to 
destroy  any  man,  either  to  inherit  his  wit  or  plunder  him 
^f  his  understanding.  But  I  will  bow  to  no  Cyrill  of 
Alexandria,  to  no  Executive  Director  of  a  modern  Rcpub- 
|fc>  to  no     lordly    president    of    factious     councils,    of 

democratic 

{c)  1796. 

W  StatiusSylv.  Lib.  5.  Carm.  ^.-^Senones  were  the  Gauls 

or  French. 
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democratic  delegates,  or  of  societies  in  open  defiance  of 
established  authority  in  regulated  empires.  There  is  dark* 
Bess  mixed  with  fire>  and  volumes  of  smoke  are  rolling 
from  the  mouth  of  the  cavern.  I  love  no  atheist  French 
Bishops,  nor  unfrocked  grammarians  jn  England.  Home 
Tooke  is  still  living,  and  Edmund  Burke  is  no  more.  Sol 
cccubuit!  I  h^e  Mr.  Pitt  will  assure  us  of  the  old 
progidy»'  "  Nox  nulla  secutaest!" 

We  must  now  all  assist  in  our  various  capacities,  and 
feel  and  act  as  publick  men.  In  times  like  these  we  may 
assume  a  virtue,  a  character,  a  courage,  and  a  firmness, 
not  originally  our  own.  I  protest  I  have  no  private 
animosity  in  ray  nature ;  but  I  come  forth  (boldly  enough, 
I  will  confess,  but  as  I  ought  to  do)  in  behalf  of  my 
country,  her  literature,  her  laws,  her  religipn,  and  her 
government.  Nor  would  I  publish  this  satirical  Poem, 
but  from  a  full  conviction  of  it's  tendency  to  promote  the 
public  welfare,  in  its  degree  and  according  to  it's  subject, 
when  it  is  (if  it  ever  should  be]  studied  and  considered 
nfkh  impartiality. 


Tfi'E 
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THE 


PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 

J    SATIRICAL    POEM. 


DIALOGUE   THE    FIRST.(/7) 


JHCIMCI   BiBC,   ALTUM   SaTIKA   SUMEMTB    COTHURMVM? 
NOS    UTINAM    VAMI  \(i) 


THE  AUTHOR  AND  OCTAVIUS, 


THE  AUTHOR, 

1  WHO  once  deemM  my  race  of  labour  run, 
Andcampsy  and  courts^  and  crowds,  and  senates  shun^ 
Still  to  the  publick  raise  no  venal  voice^ 
In  the  full  freedom  of  a  Briton's  choice. 
Through  tracts  aloft  on  daring  pinions  rove, 
Wbcrc*er  by  duty  borne,  or  led  by  love. 

Yet 

(/i)  First  published  in  May  1794* 
(h)  Juv.  Sat.  6. 
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Yet  not  unconscious  of  this  awful  age, 
I  mark  wl^at  new  conflicting  Sophists  rage. 
Sophists  who  laugh  to  scorn  th*  avenging  rod. 
And  hurl  defiance  to  the  throne  of  God  ; 
Shake  pestilence  abroad  with  madd'ning  sweep. 
And  grant  no  pause— but  everlasting  sleep  i  ^c) 
Blood-guiltiness  their  crime ;  with  hell  they  cope  : 
No  flesh,  no  spirit  now  must  rest  in  hope. 
But  under  foliage  dark,   and  cypress  gloom. 
The  (d)  sculptur'd  mock'ry  marks  and  seals  the  tomb, 

New  lights  on  all,  but  on  the  poet,  rise; 
Still  can  he  smile,  and  with  no  murm*ring  sighs 
Can  own  well-pleas*d,  that  now  the  meanest  Bard, 
Bavius,  (J)  or  Maro,  finds  the  same  regard.  20 

■ 

Not 

{c)  This  alludes  to  the  French  decree  which  in  1793  abo; 
lisbed,  iy  latv,  a  futurity  of  existence.  Impiety  and  absurdity 
are  the  natural  consequences  of  their  principles. 

(</)  The  French  have  also  decreed^  that  in  every  church-yard 
trees  shall  be  planted,  and  the  figure  of  sltfep  erected  pointing^ 
to  the  tombs  ;  and  this  sleep  they  decree  to  be  eternal.  N.  B. 
This  was  the  fact,  when  ihis  First  Part  of  the  Pursuits  ot 
Literature  was /fri/pt&bH shed  in  May  1794,— It  may  be  so  again, 
or  may  be  so  at  this  momenr,  1790. 
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I 

Not  as  Maecenas  once  with  partial  ray 

nium'd  the  rising  glories  of  his  day ; 

Whose  orb  the  Mantuan  plains  alone  would  warm. 

Or  l>eam  propitious  on  the  Sabine  farm. 


OCTAVrUS- 

Why  should  you  write  ?  the  world  is  now  so  fickle. 
Scarce  is  there  room  for  Sheridan  {e)  and  Tickell ;  (/) 

'  And 

,{i)  The  oame .  suggests  the  honoarable  mentioD  of  apoeot 
btely  published,  under  the  pie  of  *^  The  Baviad/'  or  an 
Imitation  of  the  first  Satire  of  Per>ius.  Qu4t  tihi^  qua  tali  reJeiam 
pro  carmine  doaafr^Tlioyxj^  the  author  professes  to  be  convprsant 
only  among  the  skee/i^oUs  at  present,  he  threaten^  a  descent 
vpoa  the  nobler  .and  tnore  reluctant  animals,  1/  this  b^  a  first 
prodoctiODy  the  poet  must  prpceed.  with  the  consciousness  of 
{enius;  he  has  the  groynd  wgrk  of  all  excellence,  good  sense, 
Md  a  knowledge  of  just  and  harmonipus  expression.  He  hat 
divulged  his  name  inUirjidently,  Such  compositions  require 
••trciy  for  their  cflfect ;  especially  if  they  are  published  at  an 
'^ly  period  of  life,  apd  still  more, if  the  poet  commences  his 
^V«cr  with  Satire;  Mr-  Pope  suffered  /*  pure  descriptjop  to 
bold  the  place  of  sense*'  for  a  long  time,  l^efore  he  took  hit 
P^per  station.  The  author  of  The  fiaviad  has  taken  some 
pbssDt  trouble  off  my  hands.  The  Albums,  the  Laura-Marias, 
^cjerninghams,  Antony  Pasquins,  Mary  Robinsons,  Piozzit 
^odBozzi's;  the  **  Phillldas,  Hypsipilas,  vatum  et  plorabile  si 
**  ^uid,*'    UAfbrtunately  there  arc  too  many  left,     (i  794-) 


H    . 
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And  though  in  toftc  sonorous,  blithi  dt  grand. 
The  loud  Laurcntiah  (g)  trumpet  through  the  Idnd 
•  Sound  Pitt,  and  Prettyman,  and  Rose,  and  Rolle,* 
With  strength  of  Stentot,  but.Mezentian  soul;  30 
The  Doctor  may  for  Fox  and  Portland  (/)  vouch. 
With  speaaclcs  on  nofc,  (it)  but  empty  pouch. 

Why 


(t)  R.  B,  Shbr  1DAN9  Esq :  M  P.  I  am  sorry  to  say  of  this 
ixrrawMnwy  maa,  that  in  the  realms  of  wit  and  humour  he  is 
now  silent.  M  Vnus  sceptra  potitus,  eadem  aliis  sopitu'  quiete 
^  ttx^    Why  is  it  sO  ?  Politics  urc  trantitory  j  wit  is  etemaU 


(/)  Sidce  this  was  wHtt^A,  the  pnblld  tu  lost  this  verf 
Ingenious  man.  He  Was  the  happiest  of  ilhy  occasional  ^Httt 
in  his  day :  happy  alike  in  the  subject  sind  in  iht  ^xecatidn  of 
it.  I  mention  with  ple'astire  <*  Antfcipation,  the  Wffcath  tit 
**  Fashion,  ^c.  G/r.  Gfr"  add  I  wish  to  preserve  the  nam^  in4 
remc.mbraneet>f  snch  a  man  as  Mr.  Tickellr  j^oets  and  ingenioutf 
men,  who  write  on  otcasional  subjects  with  g^eat  ability,  ^tH 
too  often  lost  in  the  iii6st  undeserved  otrii^ibn.  But  we  liiiirt 
recollect,  that  even  such  a  poem  as  **  "the  Absalom  adcf 
'*  Achitophel'*  of  Dr)*den  himself  (in  my  opinion,  his  greatest! 
production)  was  but  §c€ds'mal^  and  writted/or  d /tarty. 


{g)  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  the  reader  of  the  politicat 
composition  of  the  R'olliad  and  the  Probationary  Odes  by  Dr* 
Laureiice'  and  Company*  ( i  794.) 
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Why  must  you  seek  this  sad  Cumaan  shore  * 
Or  why  to  genius  give  one  victim  more  ? 

AUTHOR. 

Forgive  me :  all  conspire  to  waste  my  time ; 
Languor,  and  care,  and  solitude,  and  rhyme : 
Now  while  each  Sage,  to  fame  and  science  known. 
Or  leaves  the  field  of  life,-  or  listless  grown. 
Reviews  his  trophies  with  an  idle  pride,  (kj 
Sick  of  the  dunces  rising  at  his  side.  40 

If 

(/)  I  know  not  for  whono  the  Do^or  will  new  Yooch;  I  adf 
not  called  upon  to  vouch  for  the  Doctor,  {tjgb.] 

'*  Manners  with  fortunes,  humours  turn  withdimes, 
'*  Tenets  with  books,  and  principles  with  times. 


»9 


{it)  Shakspeare  sa]r8,  **  With  spectacles  on  note  and  pouch  on 
•  side."  I  am  contented  simply  to  admire  Doctor  Lawrence's 
s)>ectacles,  but  I  have  ventured  to  qualify  his  pouch— I  wrote 
«hb  in  1794.— Doctors  Commons  and  the  House  of  Commons 
are  recommended  in  all  the  chronic  cases  of  the  deficstas 
and  are  found  to  be  excellent  restoratives.  (1798]. 


(i)  I  allude  to  such  publications  as,  **  Prose  on  several  occa* 
'*  sions,  accompanied  by  some  Pieces  in  Verse.  By  George 
**  Colman,  (Senior)/'  I  think,  however,  that  it  is  a  provident 
wisdom  /in  men  of  great  abilities,  like  Mr.  Colman,  to  collect 
and  publish  uhat  they  wish  to  deliver  to  posterity  as  /Aiir  oiL^n, 
Posthumoui  works  are  rarely  to  be  considered  in  t/tat  light. 
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If  I  may  write,  let  Proteus  (/)  Priestley  tell. 
He  writes  on  all  things,  but  on  nothing  well; 


Who 


(/)  Proteus  Priestley.— -There  is  one  very  material  difference 
between  this  Proteus  and  his  namesake  of  antiquity.  Of  the 
■latter  it  is  recorded,  Sine  vi  non  uUa  dabit  prxcepta  \\  now  our 
Proteus  gives  *•  precept  upon  precept,  line  upon  line ;  here  a 
'*  little  and  there  a  little  ;*'  and  is  continually  obtruding  ki$ 
wades  upon  the  public,  without  any  CQmpul>ion  at  all,  upon 
every  subject  which  can^  or  which  cannot  be^known.  I  believe 
that  Dr.  Priestley  would  dispute  very  Intelligibly  upon  the 
famous  Germanic  question,  **  Utrum  Chimaera  hombinans  in 
**  vacuo  possit  comedere  secundas  intentiones." 

As  to  Dr.  Priestley's  King-kilUng  wishes  and  opinions  take  a 
few  words:  **  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  situation  of 
'*  things  was  jfff^,  that  the  sentence  (of  death  on  Charles 
**  the  First)  could  not  be  passed  iy  the  whole  nation,  oi. 

**   THEJR  representatives,    solemttfy  AS iZHELED  /ot  tist fiur^ 

**  /lose,**  Priestley  on  Government,  p.  39.  Are  the  words  and 
the  meaning  plain  ?  How  must  this  Reverend  Deputy  Elect  to 
the  National  Convention  of  France  have  exulted  on  the*;2ist  of 
Januar)',  1793 ! ! !  The  Deputy,  however,  had  the  wisdom  of 
xht  serjient  in  not  taking  his  seat,  though  he  could  not  assume 
the  innocende  of  the  Jove, 

The  late  Mr.  Gibbon  well  understood  Dr.  Priestley's 
character  and  opinioi>s,  and  expressed  himself  strongly  on  that 
subject*  No  man  of  discernment  can  see  their  direct  tende/tcy 
but  with  reprobation,  and  sometimes  not  without  fear  and 
horror!  (1794) — ^ord  Sheffield  hgs  lately  published  the  cor- 
respondence between  Mr.  G.  and  Dr.  P.  in  the  first  volunie  of 
Mr.  Gibbon's  Posthunjous  Works,  410.  These  letters  are  not 
vn worthy  of  attention.  (1796). 

J  Virg.  Georg.  L.4, 
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^^Ho,  as  the  daemon  of  the  day  decrees. 
Air,  books,  or  water  makes  with  equal  ease. 
Mky  not  I  strive  amid  this  motley  throng. 
All  pale  and  pensive  as  I  muse  along? 


•^ 


OCTAVIUS. 

Say,  would  your  thought  to  Homer*s  pomp  aspire^ 
Or  wake  to  loftiiest  rapture  Pindar's  (m)  lyre  ? 


(m)  Pindar's  Lyre.— In  this  yerse  I  speak  of  the  great  Theban'; 
but  there  is  an  obscure  person,  stiling  himself  Peter  Pindari  of 
whom  I  shall  say  a  few  words.  This  maa  certainly  possesses  a 
mind  bj  no  means  uninformed,  and  a  species  of  humour;  but  it 
is  exhausted  by  a  repetition  of  the  same  manner,  and  nearly  the 
sameideas,  even  to  disgust*  He  has  the  power  of  rhyming  ludi« 
crously,  and  is  sometimes  even  gifted  with  poetry ;  and  finaUy, 
be  is  puffed  up  with  a  vanity  and  self-oonceited  importance^ 
almost  without  a  parallel.  This  obscure  man  has  contrived,  by 
these  qualifications,  to  thrust  himself  upon  the  public  notice^ 
and  become  the  scorn  of  every  nian  of  character  and  of  virtue* 
Such  is  the  blasphemy,  such  is  the  impiety,  the  obscenity,  the 
impudence,  and  the  contempt  of  all  decent  respect,  which  per- 
▼ade  his  numerous  pamphlets  in  verse,  that  the  reader  is  ill 
repaid  by  the  lively  sallies  of  humour  which  frequently  animate 
thi^mass  of  crudities.  I  form  my  judgment  from  his  worki^ 
and  not  from  any  acquaintance  whatever  with  the  man. 


Go  then  and  view^  since  clos'd  his  cIoisterM  dayi  / 
The  s^lf-suppprted  melancholy  Gray :  (;/)  50 

Dark 


Yet  I  hear  that  **  he  breathes  a  i^ar m  comtituthnal  spirit,** 
because  forsooth  he  has  told  us,  in  some  trumpery  ode,  of  the 
necesiity  of  a  king^  qf  a  lo^^  or  a  nail ^  after  he  has  perpetually 
reviled  and  held  up  to  scorn  every  master  principle,  by  which 
government  and. society  are  maintained.  I  will  not  waste  a 
Verse  on  such  a  character;  but  say  honestly  and  plainly,  that 
though  1  can  often  smile,  and  sometimes  be  pleased,  with  the 
humour  and  the  manner,  yet  I  think  I  perceive  such  a  rooted 
tte^ravity  and  malignity  of  heart  that,  from  the  consideration  of 
bis  works,  I  can  affirm  almost  unequivocally  of  this  obscure 
inan,  in  th^  words  of  the  severest  writeif  of  antiquity, 

.\'    .....    .  ^  ^ 

Stupet  hie  vitio,  et  fibris  mcrevft  opimuia 

Fin|;ue,  caret  culpa,  nescit  quid  perdat,  et  alto 

Demersus,  summa  rursum  non  bullit  in  unda  f  • 

M.  B.  This  man's  works  (now  published  J  amount  in  value  tp 
fS^yt/mrgulneasi  but  we  are  informed  that  a  set  may  be  had  for 

trWO  OUINBAS  AND  A  HALF  IN  4TO,    Or   for  TWO   GUXN£A«  in 

four  volumes  8vo ! !  !«<»What  an  inducement  to  a  purchaser  i 
(1794).—- Posterity  (if  it  can  be  supposed  that  surh  trash  should 

« 

«aist)  will  be  astonished,  that;  the  present  age  could  look  wish 
INitieace  «n  such  malignant  ribaldry, 

(*)  This  character  of  Mr.  Gray  is  drawn  from  the  considd^ 
ilition  of  bis  Memoirs  and  Letters,  published  by  Mr.  MmOs*   ' 

f  PerSi  Sato*  ^^i^^ 
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fidrk  was  his  mofti  of  life,  and  bleak  the  springs    * 
iyithout  dne  fost^fing  ray  finom  Britain's  king  a  (jm\ 
Granta's  dull  abbots  cast  a  side^Iong  glance^ 
And  Levite  gownsmen  hugg'd  their  ignorance  i . 
With  his  high  spirit  strove  the  master  bard. 
And  was  his  own  exceeding  great  rewards  (o) 

Saw  you  not  Mason  stand  With  down-cast  eye, 
Wliilc  great  Augustus  pass'd  unconscious  by  ?  (yft) 

*TiU 

{mi)  If  t  have  read  Mr.  Gray's  Letters  rightly,  1  believe  ho 
neither  sought  nor  wished  for  royal  favour.  I  wish^  however^ 
that  it  had  been  ^ffertd  to  the  first  poet  and  the  first  Kholar  of 
the  age. 

Mr.  Gray  rose  and  shone  fohh»  in  the  fall  brightness  of 
bis  genius,  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Seconds  He  waf 
appointed  Professor  of  Modern  History  in  the  University  6f 
C^mbridge^  late  in  life,  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton  the  Chancellort 
at  the  parttcolar  recommendation  (as  it  was  strongly  believed) 
of  Mr«  Stonehewer.  Mr.  Gray  however  was  promoted  (if 
the  appointment  can  be  called  a  promotion  for  such  a  man)  ia 
tlie  reign  of  GsoaGB  the  THian. 

(•)  ^  I  am  thy  exceeding  great  reward/' 

GenesiS|C,i$.  V.  f; 

(/)  The  discernment  of  bis  Majesty  Gboagb  the  Thikd 
in  poetical  merits  is  acknowledged  in  the  patronage  of  Dr. 
Beattie^  Author  of  The  Minstrel,  and  of  Mr.  Cowper,  Author 
#f  The  Task,     Mn  Mason  must  have  been  orerlooked  for  • 

D.:ii  particular 
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'Tin  wrapt  in  terrors  of  avenging  night. 

He  starts  Macgreggor  (q)  with  dilated  might/   66 

Have  you  not  seen  neglected  Penrose  (r)  blootn> 
Then  sink  unhonour*d  in  a  village  tomb  ? 
Content  a  curate's  humble  path  he  trod, 
Now,  with  the  poor  in  spirit,  rests  with  God. 

\      To 

particular  reason.  I  shrewdly  suspect  that  Mr.  Stonchcwt r  (the 
common  friend  of  Mr^  Gray  and  Mr.  Mason)  could  account 
for  it.     (1794)-  ^ 

(^)  See  the  Heroic  Epistle  to  Sir  William  Chambers,  and  the 
Heroic  Postcript  to  the  Public,  by  Malcolm  Macgregor,  Esq-* 
A  friend  of  mine  ha3  assured  me  that  I  am  wrong  in  this  conjec- 
ture;.aad  I  must  own  that  the  Epistle  to  Shebbeare,  and  the 
Dean  and  the  Squire,  attributed  to  the  same  author,  have  some- 
what diminished,  but  not  destroyed,  my  confidence  in  it's 
probability  (<z).  The  abilities  of  great  men  are  generally  Tersatile* 

As  I  ^hare  written  the  lines,  they  shall  continue  to-  stand 
as  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  a  man,  from  whose  acknowledged 
poetry  I  have  received  much  delight.  The  strains  of 
Mu&aeus,  and  the  Druid  miastrells  have  still  their  charros;  and 
he  must  have  cold  feelings  who  cannot  be  moved  by  the  sim- 
plicity of  Elfrida.  The  English  Garden,  though  with  a  few 
faults,  deserves  thethanksof  every  admirer  of  ournational  taste. 
(1794).    See  the  Fourth  Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L.  (1798). 


<tf)  The  papers  of  the  late  Lord  Orford  (Horace  Walpolef  naj 
possibly  throw  some  iiglu  Qfk  thu  subject.     (Maxch  t^98}« 
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To  worth  untitled  would  your  fancy  turn  ? 
The  Muse  all  friendless  wept  o'er  Mkkle's  (r)  urn ; 
Mickle,   who  bade  the  strong  poetic  tide 
Roll  o'er  Britannia's  shores  in  Lusitanian  pride, 

AUTHOR. 

Then  I  must  suit  the  temper  of  these  times,' 
Degraded  now  to  mere  historic  rhymes ;  ya 

And  last  be  hail'd  in  some  sagacious  page^ 
The  finest,  brightest  poet  of  the  age; 
And  that  with  grave  solemnity  so  sad. 
Faith,  tts  enough  to  make  poor  Hayley  (/)  mad* 

No: 
> 

(')  See  the  Flights  of  Fancy,  4to,  by  Thomas  Penrose,  Curat* 
•(Newbury,  Berks.  The  names  of  the  poems. i^Uuded  to  am 
these,  The  Helmets,  The  Caroasal  of  Odin,  and  Madness«— ^ 
He  published  these  himself,  and  no  more;  and  I  speak  of  these* 
Ko  aothor  should  be  judged  for  posthumous  works,  published  fy 
f^di,  except  he  ordered  them  to  be  published  aifter  his  decease^ 

{s)  William  Julius  Mickle,  a  man  of  genius,  and  of  great 
poetical  powers.  He  translated  the  Lusiad  of  Camoens  in  a  free 
P^phrastic  manner,  but  with  the  spirit  of  an  original  poet.  I 
itrer  could  account  for  the  neglect  of  so  very  poetical  a  worl^^ 

(/]  Ha^lt^f^^^Tigcr  scribendi  ferre  laborem, 

Scribendi  rettSt  n^n)  m  multum  nil  moron-fp 

.     '_  f  Hor. !•  L.I.  Sat.  4.  v.  ia» 

^._^  Pj  The 
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No :  though  in  vain  I  may  attempt  to  please, 
I'll  write  with  learning  what  I  think  with  ease. 

What? — from  the  Muse,  by  cr)pogamicstQ2i\th9  (t 

Must  I  purloin  her  native  sterling  wealth  ? 

•I 

The  notes  which  Mr,  Hayley,  who  is  ^  very  ingenious  tt 
and  a  pleasing  scholar,  has  written  on  his  various  poems  i 
very  amusing,  and  not  unfrequently  afford  much  instrudic 
•ilad  he  but  learned  the  art  of  blotting,  he  might  possibly  hi 
Wained  considerable  eminence,  and  preserved  it.  But  as  he  is 
general  too  feeble,  tedious,  and  insufferably  prolix,  {une  hntii 
de  verbiage)  consequently,  &c;  &c.  See  Horace,  who  ] 
pronounced  an  irreversible  sentence  op  all  such  persons  sti|j 
themselves  poets,  however  vdumiwus  their  works  ipay  be. 

(v)  See  <*  The  Botanic  Garden  and  the  Loves  of  the  Pkn 
<t  by  Dr.  Darwin."  I  wish  men  would  peruse  the  treatise 
Causis  Corruptae  Eloquentiae,(<z)  before  they  attempt  by  prei 
jtetses,  glittering  words,  points,  conceits,  and  forced  thotigb 
to  sacrifice  propriety  and  just  imagery  to  the  rage  of  m< 
novelty.  This  wiH  always  be  the  case,  when  writers  in  pro 
or  vene,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use  Sancho's  phrase  a  lit 
metaphorically)  *^  want  better  bread  than  is  made  of  wheat 
Modem  ean  are  absolutely  dibauched  by  such  poetry  as  I 
Darwin's,  which  marks  the  decline  of  simplicity  and  true  ta: 
in  this  country.  It  is  to  England,  what  Seneca's  prose  w^s 
^ome :  Abund^t  dulcibus  vitiis.  {b) 

Dryden  and  Pope  are  the  standards  of  excellence  {n  t| 
f  pecies  of  writing  in  pur  language  \  and  ^'hen  young  mic 


{a)  Printed  at  the  end  of  Tacitus,  under  the  title  **  Diklog 
Jf  dc  Oratorib)iS|'^  one  of  the  mo$t  finished  treatises  of  anti^uit 

(J)  Quuitilf  iib,  10.  c.  If 
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m 

In  filmy,  gawzy,  gossamefy  lines, 

With  lucid  language,  and  most  dark.designs»      80 

In  sweet  teirandryan^  monogynian  strains^ 

Pant  for  ^py still  in  botanic  pains  j 

On  the  luxurious  ]ap  of  Flora  thrown^ 

On  beds  of  yielding  vegetable  down. 

Raise  lust  in  pinks;  and  with  unhallow'd  fire 

Bid  the  soft  virgin  violet  expire  ?  (Jf)  ^ 


.  Is  it  for  me  to  creep,  or  soar,  or  do;ie. 
In  modish  song,  or  fashionable  prose  ?  {y) 


To 


are  rightly  Instituted  in  their  works,  they  may,  wltliout  much 
<linger,  read  such  glittering  verses  as  Dr.  Darwin*s.  They  will 
4ben  perceive  the  distortion  of  the  sentiment,  and  the  harlotry  of* 
dieornaraeBts.  •  It  would  also  be  a  happy  thing  ibrallnaturtltsts, 
whether  poett  or  writen  in  prose,  if  they  would  in  the  words 
•fa  true  poet,  <«  Look  through  Nature  up  to  Nature's  GodP^ 
Or*  Darwin  it  certainly  a  man  of  great  fancy ;  but  I  will  not 
cease  to  repeat,  that  good  writing  and  good  poetry  require  someU 
d^ing  more* 

Ov  '^OL^  sv  /Lfe(J9((r<  yturxk 

' .  (jr)  I  wAuld  just  hint  that  it  is  a  matter  of  some  curiosity  to 
me  to  conceive,  how  you^ig  ladies  ar^  instructed  in  the  ternuipf 
botany,  which  are  very  sigm/cant.  It  cannot  however  even 
be  sappo«ed,  that  any  person  would  discountenance  the  study 
ffBotaiiy  andof  Natural  History  which  opens,  enlarges,  and 
animates  tbe  ycMtUftfl  mind|  when  conducted  with  pifopricty  and 
discriminatiQO, "  P  4 
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To  pen  with  garreteers  obscure  and  shabby, 
losp'iptive  nonsense  Ui  a  fancied  Abbey  i{z)         9(| 
Or  some  Warkii^rorthian  hermit  tale  endite. 
Such  ditties  as  our  gosip  spinsters  ^rjte  i 

Say,  must  I  tempt  some  Novel's  lulling  theme  ^ 
jpid  the  bright  eye  o'er  Celestina  (zz)  stream ; 

With 

(j)  I  allude  to  the  poising  of  tentencet,  their  triads,  and 
^ther  artificial  dirit ions  of  modern  prose,  by  which  the  whole 
aimplicity  and  natural  dignity  of  our  Epglish  style  are  abandoned 
and  lost. 

{%)  Such  trash  as  a  vile  pamphlet  called  Kilkhampton  Abbey^ 
&r.  &c.  ^c.  in  short  the  whole  mugitus  Labyrinthi.  Every 
age  produces  similar  trash,  and  this  name  senrts,  as  well  at  any 
Other,  to  mark  my  meaning  in  this  place. 

(s»)  Put  for  almost  any  inodern  novel.  Mrs.  pharlotte 
Smith,  Mrs.  Inchbald,  Mr?.  Mary  Robinson,  Mrs*  &c.  &c« 
though  all  of  them  are  very  ingenious  ladies,  yet  they  are  too 
irequently  vAining  ox  frUkiwg  in  noveU,  till  our  girls'  heads 
turn  wild/  with  impossible  adventurest  and  are  now  and  thpi 
tainted  with  democracy. 

Not  so  thjc  mighty  magician  of  the  Mysraaias  of 
UDOLPHO,(a)  bred  and  nourished  by  the  Florentine  Muses  ii| 
Aeir  sacred  solitary  caverns,  amid  the  paler  shrines  of  Gotbit 
superstition,  and  in  all  the  dreariness  of  inchantment ;  a  poetesf 
jvhMn  Ariosto  would  with  rapture  hare  acknowledged|  as  the 

La  nudrita 

Damigdla  Trivulzia  al  sacao  spsco.*  (i79^«) 

I  wool^ 

P— — '■     .'       ■       ■  .!■■■■■    — — ^— m— ,— ^ii^—— .    Ill  I, 

(f )  Mrs.  AnfK  RADGurri*  •  O.  F.  c.  46^ 
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With  fabled  knights,  and  tales  of  slighted  love,. 
Such  as  our  Sp^ish  Cato  (a)  might  approve  ? 

la 


I  would  say; a  word  on  Romances  or  Novels.  No  man  of 
genius  or  of  judgmem  everdespised  or  neglected  the  great  mattera 
in  this  uiefnl  and  alluring  species  of  writingi  beginning  with 
the  Odyssey  of  Homer.  No  works  can  be  rea^  with  moro 
delight  and  adTantage,when  they  are  selected  with  discrimination; 
^uy  animate  9nd  improve  the  mind.  Every  person  should 
^  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  Cervantes,  of  Le  Sage'n 
aocqmJlcd  and  unrivalled  Gil  Bias,  and  of  Tom  Jones,  (tbiK 
{reat coflaic  Epic  poem)  by  Fielding.  These  perhaps  areall 
fhich  it  is  ntceffary  to  read;  and  they  afford  illustration  toeveiy 
prentof  life, 

From  these,  with  great  caution,  we  must  pass  to  later  writers. 
SmoUett  had  much  penetration,  though  he  is  frequently  too 
Tvigar  to  please;  bat  his  knowledge  of  men  and  manners  is 
Bnquestioiiable*  Of  Sterne  and  Rousseau  it  is  difficult  to  speak 
without  being  misonderst^od ;  yet  it  is  impossible  to  deny  the 
pnuse  of  wit  and  «f/^Wf/y{«)  to  Yorick,  or  of  captivating  elo- 
quence to  the  philosopher  of  vanity.  Their  imitators  are  below 
notice.     I  never  read  the  Eloisa  without  the  pathetic  exdaml- 

tioa- of  Dante: 

Pec 

y  >         ■  '  I  ■  ■  I   ■  ■  I.     ■  I » ■  I.   I        I .  Ml  ■!         ...  I     ■       1^ 

{a)  I  cannot  think  that  the  ingenious,  amusing,  and  acute 
pbaervatioxu  of  Dr.  pBaaiaa,  in  which  he  has  traced  some  of 
Sterne'shints  and  remarks  to  Rabelais,  Burton,  and  other  writerii 
Retract  ifirom  the  absolute  wiginality  of  his  genius.  They 
point  out  the  train  of  his  wild  and  excentric  reading;  but  hit 
^fmaier  and  his  wit  are  stilly  and  will  ever  co^tlnoe  tp  be,  exclu- 
^c^  his  own.    ( x  800^ 


*  In*  Travels  for  the  Heart,  {i)  and  not  the  head,, 
From  post  to  pillar,  and  from  board  tg  bed, 

TW 

Per  pift  fiate  gli  occhi  ci  sospinse 
QtteHa  lettors^  et  icolorocci  il  visa  ; 
Mm  sah  mi  /itmtofu^  fuei  eke  ci  vitut* 
QuaDclo  leggemmo,  cominciai,  jOU^  IoshI 
ilmatiti  dtici  fieffsier^  quanto  Jesi^ 
Mdw  €§iim9  al  Mnoto /ktuso  f  .{b)  .    .       . 

TM  Elotia  isa  veiy  dangeroui  book,  in  it*0<}oittmeAcement,  nA 
I  w#«lcl  particularly  warn  young  persons  to  atroid  it  The  book 
la  wofn  indeed  beyoad  tlie  reach  of  any  control  \  but  as  the  clia* 
Mtefoflhe  author  it  now  fully  understood,  it*B  power  of  doing 
btirih  fs  considerably  dtminished.  But  to  extract  good  out  of  evil; 
I  must  observCi  it  is  but  justice  to  the  author  of  it,  toackm^^ 
ledge,  that,  (as  the  book  is  so  much  read  and  cannot  be  sup- 
jMBsed,)  the  result  from  the  perusal^  of  the  whole  taken  ugetkf  is 
thil,  namely;  ibat perpetual uneasinesi,  disquietude,  and  often 
IrreTen&bte  misery  are  the  certain  consequences  of  vice,  or  of 
fatal  misconduct,  in  any  woman  however  gifted,  or  ^  it 
Uppelirf,  however  reclaimed.  It  19  dilfScult,  I  think  it  ii 
imfiossible,  to  deny  or  4i«pixive  this;  but  I  itiU  wish  the  nore] 
had  nevtr  been  written. 

'  Jict  ttf  then  turn  to  Clarissa,  the  work  of  a  man  of  virtue  aiid 
seaius,  which  is  too  celebrated  for  any  additional  praise.  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Smith  has  great  poetical  powers,  and  a  pathos  which 
commandsattention.  Much  knowledge  of  life  and  ingenuify 
ire's^en  in  Miss  Burnfcy  now  Mrs.  D'Arbiay's  Novels;  but  hei 
|>r0pensity  to  high  colouring  and  broad  farce  hove  lessiened 
their  ^fifect.  It  is  a  fatal  error  in  this  species  of  writing  to 
Overstep  the  boundaries  of  nature  and  of  real  life.  I  cannol 
flesceiri  iwhong  ^U  the  modern  farrago  of  novels,  wM^h  «re  ton 

{ff)  Pante  Inf*  c.  |% 
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Through  climes  of  various  woe  the  pilgrim  lead. 
Till  Charlotte  droops,  and  master  misses  bleed,  loo 

OCTA. 

•  •     • . 

often  ^^  receipts  to  make  — -s/'  Yet  I  could  select  a  few,  whicli 
tare  merit,  with  great  pletsif re,  if  it  wae  not  foreign  to  wf 
porpose  to  enlarge  on  this  topic. 

I  cannot  however  refrain  from  giving  a  just  and  sensible  ob. 
lervation  from  the  latest  writer  on  this  subject,  in  his  view  of 
Romance*!  an  Essay  composed  rather  hastily,  and  perhi|it 
inaccurately,  but  with  all  the  power  of  pleasingand  happy  facility 
of  writing  so  conspicuous  throughout  his  works.  Dr.  Moore 
thus  expresses  himself:  "  Modern  romances  and  novels  are,  or 
♦*  ought  lo  be,  a  representation  of  life  and  manners  in  the  coan* 
^  try,  where  the  scene  is  placed.  Had  works  of  this  nature 
«» existed  inthe  flourishing  ages  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  Rcpub^ 
**  lies,  and  had  some  of  the  best  of  them  been  preserved,  how 
^•infinitely  would  they  be  relished  at  present!  as  they  would 
*'  give  a  much  more  satisfactory  picture  of  private  and  domes-, 
♦•tic  life  than  is  found  in  history,  which  dw^ells  chiefly  oil 
t*  war  and  affairs  of  state."    ( 1 798). 

(a)  The  late  venerarble  Earl  Camden  (once  Lord  High  Chan* 
ibellor  of  England,  a  character  of  dignity,  abiliry,  learning  and 
ihdependance,)  is  s^id  to  have  learned  Spanish  very  late  In  life, 
to  read  tt^e  romances  in  that  language;  having  exhausted  those 
Written  in  English,  French,  and  Italian.  All  the  world  knows 
that  Cato  learned  Gr^rek  at  sixty  years  of  age,  to  read  (he 
romances  in  that  tongue. 

{6)  All  such  inrorks  as  abound  in  what  U  Called  in  modem 
)argQVi,  the  sublime  instinct  of  sentiment.    *    • 


*  Prefij|:e4 10  Pr,  Mpore's  edition  of  Sipotlet's  works  in  1797* 
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OCTAVIUS. 

I 

'  If  these  disgust,  to  serious  cares  attend. 
And  make  serene  Philosophy  your  friend. 
Pen  some  choice  Fragment  (r)  in  the  genuine  taste^ 
Each  pow'r  combined  of  wit  and  learning  waste  ^ 

Smart 

(c)  Alluding  to  the  iwirm  of  free  thinking  and  democratical 
pamphlets  with  which  the  public  have  been  pestered.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  interference  of  the  legitlatnrei  and  the  constita- 
lioaal  exertions  of  private  societies  have  either  lessened  iheif 
•umber,  or  deprived  them  of  their  malignant  intentions.  Th0 
time  for  discrimination  seenu  to  be  come.  Toleration  is  fulljr 
granted  to  all  opinions,  subXecjt  to  the  controul  of  the  legislature 
after  their  publication,  in  the  open  courts  of  law  by  the  verdict 
of  a  jury,  in  which  trui  iihertf  consists.  Good  order  and  jusf 
authority  must  be  maintained  with  vigour  and  decision. 

But  HE  is  chiefly  to  be  consuked^  whp,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  use  the  language  a  little  metaphorically,  ^*  hath  stood  |»etween 
^  the  dead  and  the  living,  and  stayed  the  plague,^'  Ep^UN^ 
Svasa!  greater  and  brighter  in  the  dedine,  than  in  the  noon* 
day  of  his  life  and  vigour.  It  would  be  almost  an  injury  to 
name  the  works  whereof  all  Europe  rings ;  but  to  his  country^ 
men  they  speak  with  a  force  not  to  be  resisted, 

OIINEt 

Admoaet,  et  magna  testatur  voce  per  umbrae, 

DiSCITB  JVSTITIAM  M01I1TI,£T  MOM  TIIAMIEB  DIVOt.  (l794«) 

On  a  second  consideration  however  I  think  it  right  to  name  thes« 
vorfci  of  Mr.  Borke*    i  •  Reflections  on  the  Rcvoiution  in  France, 

ni 
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Smart  and  concise,  with  deepest  meaning  firaught, 
Neat  be  the  t3rpes,  and  the  vignettes  high  wrought ; 

With 


aod  on  the  proceedings  in  certain  societies  in  London  lelauve  t» 
tlutevetit.  (1790.)     2.  A  Letter  to  a  Member  of  the  National 
Assembly.    (i79i)«      3.  An  Appeal  from  the  New  to  the  Old 
Wki|s  in  consequence  of  some  discussions  in  Parliament  relative 
totiie  Reflections  on  the  French  Revolution.    (i79x)*     4:  A 
Letter  on  the  Attack  made  on  him  in  the  H.  of  L.  by  the  D*  of 
Bedford,  and  the  E.  of  Lauderdale  (1796).    5.  Two  Letters 
tD  die   proposals  for  Peace  with  the  Regicide  Directory  of 
Fnmce  ( 1 796.)    6.  (Posthumous  in  17971)  Letters  on  the  conduct 
of  our  domestic  Parties  with  regard  to  French  Politics,  includ- 
ing Obserrationt  on  the  Conduct  of  the  Minority  in  the  Session 
«f  1793.    7*  Memorials  on  French  affairs,  179I1  92,  and  93^^— 
N,  B.  Th  nmdiiukr  of  Mr.  Burke's  posthumous  wridngs  may  b« 
opected  from  the  exemplary  zeal  and  honourable  attention  of 
hk  ezccntofs.    Dr.  Laurence  and  Dr.  King.    ^*  Sunt  adhuc 
**  curae  •  hominibus  fides  et  officium ;    sunt  qui  defunctorom 
*'  quoque  amicos  agant."*    (i797*) 

Whoerer  warns  th  IMng  against  a  mortal  distemper^  or 
thews  the  causes  of  it,  and  the  mode  of  prevention,  An^  the  final 
lemedy,  may  be. said  to  stand,  as  a  guardian  angel,  between  the 
dead  and  the  living.  In  this  sense,  BDMuiiD:BvaKE  stayed  th6 
plague,  by  his  masterly,  vigorous,  and  formidable  exposure,  to 
the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Irelanfd;  of  the  modern 
French  principles  and  national  desolation,  in  all  the  fullness  of 
their,  deformity^  and  in- the  terrors  of  their  operation.  The 
spear  of  Ithuriel  discovered  and.  displayed  Satan  in  his  pr6per 
ikape. 
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With  frontispiece  to  catcli  the  gazer^s  eye^ 
Treason,  the  pile ;  the  basis,  blasphemy,  {ay 
Free  from  dull  order,  decency,  and  rule, 
Wkh  dogmas  fresh  from  the  Sans  Souci-school  ^  1 16 
With  definitions  vague  and  terms  mysterious, 
fieemtug  humility,  but  tone  imperious'^ 
Mankind^s  meek  friend,  and  Nature's  gentle  sage^ 
The  Priest  of  Reason  in  her  chosen  age;  {d) 

Then 


(fr)  ni  iajts^  il^ufihmy.'^ThU  U  the  progress  of  jnodertt 
Bqi>ubikanisii)»  The  dia^IutioD  or  rejecttoo  of  4//  religiois 
principle  preparer  the  mind  for  hretking  every  bond  of  esu*- 
bitched  gorerament,  however  just  or  reafoaaUe,  to  introdooi 
into  praoticc  some  new  tlieory  of  general  good :  so  very  general^ 
as  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  th^  gpod  of  the  individual*  For 
the  nature  of  this  gem eral  goop  consbkthe  National  Anemblf 
and  Convention  of  France :  **  Agri,  edificia^  loca,  possessiones^ 
^  (.ccELUK  ur  MAHE  prstermiserttnt^  cetera  complexi  aunt) 
^  puhlice  Ja/a,  assion atai  'vtudit^  /'*  t  Mirabeau  ttgmm  with 
these  menorable  words:  '*  81  vous  voalez  une RavoikUTioXy  8 
^  faut  commnctt  par  decaiboUcittr  la  Fratug^'*    ( 1 794.) 

(J)  One  of  the  most  extraordinary  treatises  of  thia  kiad»  is  t 
work  in  Fiencb»  intitled,  *'  Tas  Rviks;  or  a  Meditation  oa 
•*  che  Revolution  of  Empires ;  by  Ma.  Volhet,  Deputy  to  the 
^  Kfttional  Assembly  in  ijSq.*^    It  is  wricsen  with  tome  spbit^ 


f  Cic^  deLeg«  Afrar.  Ortt  3; 
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Then  bending  low,  with  eqiul  reverence  search     * 

The 

tnd  not  without  cloqnence  in  some  parti »  and  abouodtf  with  what 
il«t^  called  Pbilosophy.  . 

The  intent  of  this  book  is  to  attack  trtry  principle  of  religiok 

!n  the  heart,  even  the  principles  of  the  religion  now  termed^ 

natural.    Mr.  Volney  wishes  to  cotavioce  mankind,  that  €nj€^ 

pretence  to  rcTelationi  in  every  age  and  in  every  coxintry.  Is 

equally  false  and  equally  unfounded;   and  by  a  jargon  of  hat* 

gaagCy  and  antiquity,  and  mythology,  and  philosophy,  he  labours 

to  confound  and  blend  ihem  all  in  uncertain  tradition  and  «//rMr9- 

mtgl  allusions.     And  all  this  is  attempted  to  be  done,  that  the 

^orld  may  be  prepared  for  the  French  Revolution,  and  the  prin* 

dpies  on  which  it  was  effected.    In  this  point  he  seems  to  act  not 

widiout  reason,  as  the  principles  of  this  revolution  are  laid  in  the 

itjection  of  all  religion,  and  were  so  from  the  very  biginning  of 

if;  though  we  may  be  surprised  when  we  are  assured,  that  it  tt 

'*^  Ja  agi  0/  D EL IV EKSkKCE  /or  a  great  fiopU,  and rf' hove  rok 

*%Li.  THE  earth!  ! !  {a) 

The  real  ignorance  of  this  man,  on  the  snbject  of  true  religion, 
ii  as  conspicuous  as  the  puny  literature  which  appears  to  suppoqi 
lu8  strange  doctrines  and  foolish  opinions.  Upon  the  subject 
0^  what  he  calls,  the  filiation  of  religions,  (for  the  French  must 
luve  their  new  jargon  of  words  in  every  subject)  he  says,  **'  We 
"  acknowledge  in  one  word,  that  all  the  theological  doctrines  on 
^  the  origin  of  the  world,  on  the  nature  of  God,  on  the  revela« 
**  tion  of  bis  laws,  and  the  appearance  of  his  person,  are  no- 
^'  thing  more  than  recitals  of  astronomical  facts,  and  figurative 
^  and  emblematical  stories  ofthtplaj  oftbt  conjlellatiom  !  !  !**  i.  c. 
dujeudes  constellations,  {h) 

(4)  P,  S8,  I  refer  to  the  pages  of  the  French  original. 

(Jk)  Volney }  p.  167. 
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The  storied  portico,  and  sainted  church  j 


Till, 


I  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  superstition  and  creduli^  of 
^jcankbd  in. many  parts  <rf  the  world;  bot  what  Mr*  Volnej 
irould.impose  upon  us»  for  the  truth,  exceeds  the  bounds  of  apjr 
credulity  ever  yet  required.  Then  he  introduces  the  systems  of 
idoIatiy»  the  worship  of  the  stars,  the  two  principles  or  dualism^  ' 
(a  little  more  French  jargon ',)  the  monde  anime  and  the  monde 
machine,  Moses,  Zoroaster,  Confucius,  and  Brama:  and  last 
comes  Christianity.  The  chapter  on  this  subject  is  the  strangest 
of  all,  for  he  declares,  that  christianitt  consists  U  the  alii-- 
gorical  worship  of  thi  Sun  under  thg  cabalistical  names  of  Chru^em^ 
•r  Tes'us  or  Jesus  f  f  !  *V  Christianisme  ou  cuhe  allegorique  du 
**  Soleil^  sous  les  noros  eabalistiques  de  Chris'tn  ou  Yes-us  ou 
<*  Jisus  !  /  /"  And  this  is  a  formidable  opponent !  this  is  one 
of  the  guides  to  whom  we  are  to  give  up  our  frejue^e'es  !  Read 
any  one  of  the  four  Evangelists,  and  then  give  your  own  answer* 


The  impudence  of  Mr.  Volney  is  at  least  equal  to  any  other 
power  (le  possesses,  for  he  requires  .of  his  reader  only  the  surren* 
*der  of  his  common  sense,  and  common  undentanding^  and  tbe 
common  principles  of  any  knowledge.  Yet  he  demands  the 
admission  of  all  bis  allegories  and  mystical  meanings,  (of  which^ 
in  the  true  French  stile,  no  doubt  is  to  be  entertained,)  and  then 
the  world  is  to  be  emancipated  and  delivered.  From  what?— 
From  credulity  and  superstition.  Q^  E.  D.  Upon  this  Mr* 
Volney  obscrvet,  •*  the  priests  murmur,"  I  think  the  laity 
will  at  least  do  as  much,  at  the  words  of  this  apostle  of  nonsense, 
blasj>hcmy,  folly,  and— the  rights  of  mankind,  which  the  French 
never  fail  to  introduce,  when  they  have  laid  them  all  prostrate, 
civil,  moral,  and  mentak  This  is  but  a  specimen  of  such  writera^ 
to  whom  we  are  to  bow  as  the  deliverers  of  mankind  from 

su^rstitioa 
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Till,  wheedling  round  with  metaphysic  art» 


You 


avperstition,  and  the  directors  of  oar  minds  in  the  ways  of  truth.' 
**  Professing  themselves  wise  they  are  become  fools  T* 

The  best  men  are  indeed  convinced,  that  the  ways  and  worka 
^Providence  are  inscrutable,  and  that  the  nature  of  God  is  in* 
comprehensible ;  and  they  lament  their  own  insofiiciency.  Yet 
they  feel  themselves  bound  by  the  laws  of  reasoning,  and  of 
the  specific  evidence  in  every  great  question  divine  and  human. 
They  are  best  prepared  to  acknowledge  the  depth. and  height  pf 
eternal  wisdom  and  mercy,  and  the  difficulties  of  attaining  to 
this  knowledge.  They  assent  to  the  words  of  a  man  of  no 
vulgar  erudition  *  or  mediocrity  of  talents,  when  he  declares^ 
**  Qnantis  snspiriis  et  gemitibus  fiat>  ut  quimtulacunqui  tx  farU 
'*  fMtt  MteiH^i  Deus  !" 

I  cannot  withhold  the  following  gtmral  observations,  which 
are  rational,  important,  eloquent,  and  argumentative.  *'  It  is  a 
very  wonderful  thing,  that  a  being  such  as  man^  placed  on  a 
little  globe  of  earth,  in  a  little  corner  of  the  universe,  .cut  off 
from  all  communication  with  the  other  systems  which  are 
dispersed  through  the  immensity  of  space ;  imprisoned  as  it  were 
on  the  spot  where  he  happens  to  be  born  ;  almost  utterly  ignorant 
of  the  variety  of  spiritual  existences,  and  circumscribed  in  his 
koowledgeof  material  things,  by  their  remoteness,  magnitude, 
or  minuteness;  a  stranger  to  the  nature  of  the  very  pebbles  oa 
which  he  treads ;  unacquainted,  or  but  very  obscurely  informed 
by  his  natural  faculties  of  his  condition  after  death  i  it  is  very 
wonderful,  that  a  biing  such  as  thht  should  reluctantly  receive,  or 
fastidiously  reject,  the  instruction  ^ the  Eternal  God!  Or,  if 
this  b  saying  too  much,  that  he  should  hastily,  negligently,  or 
iriiupphancly   conclude,  that  the  Supreme    Being  never   had 

£  eendo* 

*'-> .     *  Avgastinus. 
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You  steal  Religion  from  the  unguarded  heart, 


An( 


condescended  to  instruct  the  race  of  man.  It  might  proper!; 
have  been  expected,  that  a  rational  being,  so  circumstanced,  wou) 
have  seduloufl/ enquired  into  a  subject  of  such  vast  importance 
duK  he  would  not  have  aufFered  himself  to  ha^  been  diverte 
from  the  investigation  by  the  pursuits  of  wealth,  or  honour^  o 
any  temporal  concern ;  much  1^  by  notions  taken  up  withou 
attention^  arguments  admitted  without  examination,  or  prejudice 
imbibed  in  early  yoath,  from  the  prohme  ridicule,  or  impioo 
jestings  of  sensual  and  immoral  men.  •  •  Some  difficulties  wil 
nndoubtedly  remara,  and  it  would  be  a  miracle,  greater  thai 
any  we  are  instructed  to  believe,  if  there  nemained  none.  If  s 
facing  with  but  five  scanty  inlets  of  knowledge,  separated  bu 
yesterday  from  his  mother  earth,  and  to*day  sinking  again  intc 
her  bosom,  could  fathom  the  depths  of  the  wisdom  and  know* 
Jedge  of  Him»  nubicb  isy  and  which  luas^  and  •which  is  i§  cptnti 
Tae  Lord  God  Almighty  !'*  {a) 

Before  I  close  this  note,  I  cannot  help  reminding,  aol 
informing,  evtrj  reader,  that  even  Tacitus,  (the  favourite  aathoi 
of  many  free  thinkers,  though  I  know  not  why)  has  bomi 
testimony  to  the  existence  and  last  sufierings  of  Jesus  CBaisr^ 
under  the  procurator  Pontias  Pilate,  in  the  reign  of  Tiberios, 
'*  Anctor  nominis  ejus  Christus,  qui  Tiberio  imperitante,  pei 
procuratorem  Pontium  Pilatum,  supplicio  affectas  erat*.**  Yet 
we  are  amvred,  with  an  effrontery  without  a  parallel,  that  CHaisr, 
or  Chris^iWf  is  only  a  eahalistical  name  of  thi  Sam.  So  is  the  name 
of  Canar,  of  Socrates,  or  of  Plato.    Are  we  not  ashamed  oi 

listening 

(a)  Preface  (p.  9  and  1 3)  to  the  Theological  Tracu,  in  ux 
vdumes  octavo^  collected  by  Richard  Watsoii|  D.  D.  bishofi  pi 
jLandaff, 

f  Aimali  Lt  15.  ^€t.  44, 
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And  in  the  see^-saw  undulating  play^ 

The  moral  chorus  dies  in  words  away*  i^q 

Thence  careless  sauntering  in  Vacuna*s  vale. 
Tunc  to  your  listless  lyre  some  Crazy  Tale  i{f) 
Dash  for  applause^  nor  seek  a  poet^s  name. 
Content. with  scribbling  and  ambiguous  fame; 
From  laws  of  metre  fee,  (which  idly  serve 
To  curb  strong  genius  and  it's  swelling  nerve), 
In  verse  half  veil'd  raise  titillating  lust, 
Like  girls  that  deck  with  flowers  Priapus'  bust,  (g) 

Go 


liitening  to  luch  writers  as  Mr.  Volney^  who  address  ns  s9 
ooworthily?  Yet  this  is  the  manner  in  which  Mr,  Volney,  and 
such  as  Mr:  Volney,  treat  the  whole  haman  race,  men  and 
women,  learned  and  nniearaed.  The  general  character  of  all 
these  writen  may  be  expressed  in  language  at  once  awfnl  and 
true:  '*.Non  est  qoi  jadicatvere;  confidunt  in  nihilo,  loquuntur 
vanitatet ;  conceperunt  laborem,  pcpererunt  iniquitatem J 


*» 


(/)  See  Crazy  Tales,   &c.   and  the  whole   school  of  La 
Fontaine* 

(^)  See  Angelica  Kauffman's  elegant  print;  but  ii  is  to 
be  remembered  that  the  subject  is  purely  classical. 

Speaking  on  this  subject,  a  friend  of  mine  would  insist  upon 
By  perasing  a  long  disquisition  In  qnarto,  on  thi  Worshif 

£  a  oJT 
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Go  turn  to  Madan,  and  in  Gospel  truth. 
And  Thclypthoric(//)  lore  instruct  our  youth  :     i^O 

Some 

OP  PRtAPU9,  (printed  in  1786)  with  numerous  and  most 
disgusting  plates.  It  has  not  been  publisljcd,  but  distributed 
liberally,  (aj  without  any  injunction  of  secrecy,  to  the  emeriti 
in  speculative  PriapiMn,  as  ore  would  think. 

As  1  hope  the  treatise  may  be  forgotten  I  shall  not  name  the 
^uihor  {b),  but  observe,  that  all  the  ordure  and  filth,  all  the 
antique  pictures,  and  all  the  representations  of  the  generative 
organs,  iu   their  most  odious  and  degrading  protrusion,  have 

beca 


{a)  i.  e.  By  the  Dilettanti  Society.  The  solemnity  with  which 
the  Dilettanti  meet  and  present  their  valuahle  works  to  the  chosen 
fev%  and  the  insciiption  in  the  blank  leaf  of  each  book,  are 
rather  ludicrous.  The  President  (of  the  day)  ii  invested  witk 
a  Roman  Toga  in  a  sort  of  consular  poahp.     Before  the  vote  for 

printing  Mr. 's  Priopus  had  passed,  I  should  have  said 

with  Roman  sternness,  had  I  been  present,  ''  I  lictor,  coUiga 
«*  manus§."— This  Roman  farce  would  (and  perhaps  mny)  form 
the  subject  of  a  legitimate  Satire.  (1796).  The  Dilettanti 
Society  best  know  nvbat  en.bUmt  modelled  in  wax,  is  laid  upoa 
their  table  at  their  solemn  meetings. 

«*  Grae} 
•*  Discumhunt ;  kk  *vilari  p i CTUa  A  juletur  : 
**  Forsitan  exfict  s^  ut  Gaditana  canor§ 
••  Incipiat  prurire  choro,**  Juv. 

{h)  The  author  afterwards  named  himself,  and  was  very  angrj 
with  me  without  any  reason.  I  only  did  my  duty  to  the  pvb^ 
lie— See  P.of  L.  Dial.  2.  v.  57.     (Added  Aug.  i797)* 

J  LIv.  Lib.  1*  C.26* 
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Some  plain  positions  lay,  as  simply  thus ; 
Marriage  (i)  consists  in — aciu  coitus : 

Laymen 

been  raked  together  and  copulated  (for  no  other  idea  seems  to  be 
in  tne  mind  of  the  author)  and  copulated,  I  say,  with  a  new 
species  of  blasphemy.     Such  are,  what  1  would  call,  the  recordi 
of  tbe  stews  and  bordellos  of  Grecian  and  Roman  antiqalty, 
exhibited  for  the  recreation  of    antiquaries,   and  the  obscene 
revelliogs  of  Greek  scholars  in  their  private  studies.     Surely  this 
a  to  dwell  mentally  in  lust  and  darkness  in  the  loathsome  and 
poUoted  chamber  at  Capreae.     Cscays  on  Landscape  and  Gar- 
dening may,  1  hope,  purify  the  mind :   and  as  the  author  is 
conversant  with  Greek  writers,  and  is  now  at  a  certain  tinoe  of 
hfe,  I  recommend  to  him  a  sentence  from  an  author,  who  per- 
bipi  IS  not  in  his  catalogue,  tliough  Mr,        ■  '■  would  be 
tlMoght  a  philosopher : 

[h)  See  a  book  entitled  Thelypthora,  cr  The  Causes  of  Female 
Ruin:  in  3  vols.  Svo.— Mr.  iVladan  ^ays,  '*  The  crime  of  adul- 
**  tery  increases  among  Ua,  insomuch  that  one  would  think  many 
**  of  the  British  ladies,  either  never  read  their  Bibles  at  all,  or 
"  else  only  that  edition  of  it,  which  was  printed  by  the  Company 
**  of  Stationers  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  First,  wherein  they 
''printed  the  seventh  Commandment  without  the  word  Mot.*\ 
Thelypth.  vol.  i.  p.  69.  2d  edit. 

(/}  These  expressions,  and  some  that  follow,  are  taken 
verbatim  from  the  book  itself ;  (chap,  i  and  3.  2d  edit.)  and 
yet  there  are  persons  who  think  that  such  treatises  should  bt 
iaswered  seriously. 

N.  B,  If  in  this  place,  and  in  a  very  few  others,  I  have  beea 
fbliged  to  introdoce  spme  expressions  which  are  father  strongs 

£  3  leaders 
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Laymen  may  have  ten  wives ;  poor  priests  (Ji)  but  one : 
Then  growl  at  British  laws  in  surly  tone. 
That  '*  loving  man  must  grind  with  loving  wife 
In  mola  asinaria^  during  life/*  {tit) 

E'en  give  with  Thickness(*)uscful  Hints  for  Health, 
For  public  good,  though  not  for  private  wealth  ; 

Like 

readers  who  reflect,  will  pardon  me ;  for  it  is  impoi* 
atblc  to  give  an  effectoal  exposure  of  the  anwarraotable  and 
scandalous  licence  of  some  writers  without  it.  The  following 
excellent  words  will  explain  my  meaning:  •*  The  ancitnt  satiritts 
^*  often  used  great  liberty  in  their  expressions  ;  but  their  freedom 
**  no  more  resembles  this  licentiousness,  than  the  nakedness  of 
^*  an  Indian  does  th^t  of  a  common  prostitute."  Hume's  Hist* 
of  £ng.  vol.  viii.  p,  33,     (Si  sic  omnia !) 

(i7)  SecThclypth.  vol.  i.  p.  117.  ad  edit. 

(ifV)  *'  As  things  are  with  «/,  the  poor  man  most  grind  im 
*^  mola  asinaria  during  life.*'    Thelypth.  vol.  i.  p.  176.  ^  edit. 

(1)  Mr.  Thickness,  in  his  «*  Valetudinarian's  Bath  Guide,** 
dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  now  Marqois  of  Lans- 
downe,  has  these  words,  ^  I  myself  am  now  turned  of  sixty, 
^'  and  in  general,  though  I  have  lived  in  various  climates,  and 
^*  snfFered  severely  in  body  and  mind,  yet  having  always  ^«r/«i<« 
**  of  ibi  ^reatb  of  young  njaomtm  ^hintnar  tbej  lay  in  my  nuitf^  I  feel 
**  none  of  those  infirmities  which  so  often  strike  my  eyes  and  ears 
•*  in  this  great  city,  in  men  mnch  younger  than  myself."  Chap, 
the  fifth ;  to  which  Mr.  T.  has  put  his  own  name,  and  he  is  rather 
a  voluminons  tuthor.  But,  alas!  what  says  a  witty  Italian .^ 
^  BtUaftmina  cfy  ride,  vuoldtr^  icna  cbe  piange.** 


•   ^ 
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Like  him,  to  shun  the  cold  embrace  of  deaths 
Inhale  in  virgin  arms  ambrosial  breath,  140 

Or  from  the  Alps  extend  to  Norway's  rocks. 
With  Switzer-Russico-Kamtschatcan  Coxe;  (n) 
Then  turn  full-fraught  from  bleak  Siberia's  shore, 
And  leave  us  just  as  knowing  as  before. 

Or  bound  with  Barrington  in  charming  spell. 
Of  Irish  {0)  trouts  with  gizzard  stomachs  tell ; 

While 

(«)  TheReir.  William  Coxe,  M.  A.  F.  R.S.  8cc.  Sec.  &c.  8cc. 
&c«  &c.  ice,  &c.  This  author  is  a  gentleman  of  learning,  abi* 
lity  and  information ;  but  he  is  too  prolix  aid  too  voluminous* 
**  Composuit  ocTO  Volumina,  impti  magis  quam  ineleganter  *,'* 
A  writer  of  Travels  should  tell  us  what  hi  has  seen  or  heard 
hiwuel/t  and  not  abridge  histories  of  former  times,  and  insert 
them  in  his  book,  or  croud  it  with  biographical  memoirs  of 
deceased  great  men.  Travels  lose  tlicir  name  by  this  method  cf 
composition,  anPd  the  public  complain  with  justice  of  the  art  of 
book-making. 

Mr.  Coxe  is  a  writer  of  great  respectability,  hut  my  fear 
of  his  works  passing  into  an  example  has  extorted  this  notice 
from  me.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  duty  to  the  public,  and  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  Literature.     ( 1 794). 

(0)  This  alludes  to  %  very  ingenious  account  transmitted  to 
the  Royal  Society  in  the  year  17749  of  a  strange  fish  calUd 
the  GUiar9$  Troittj  with  the  gizzard- Uke  stomacb.     ''  The  £rst 

£  4  *'  iune 

f  Sueton.  Claud.  Sect«  41, 


■  • 
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While  o*cr  the  bulk  of  these  transacted  deeds 

Prini 


••  time  (says  the  Honourable  Mr.  Barrincton)  I  ever 
*'  happened  to  hear  of  this  singalar  fibh,  was  from  an  Irish 
*'  Judge,  who  being  on  the  Connaught  Circuit,  at  Ballynrobe, 
^  in  the  county  of  Mayo»  expressed  his  incredulity  with  regard 
**  to  their  existence  ;  but  was  obliged  to  pay  the  common  Irish 
^  wager  of  a  rump  of  beef,  and  %  dozen  of  claret,  on  three  or  foor 
**  being  produced  the  next  day  from  a.  neighbouring  lake. 


ft 


The  honourable  and  ingenious  Mr.  B.  next  proceeds  to  inform 
the  Royal  Society,  that  these  gtzzant-sfmachs  are  often  served 
op  at  Uble  in  Ireland,  (which  accou;it  this  R.  S,  swallows 
with  as  much  ease  as  it  would  the  trout  itself;)  but  sapposing 
that  some  might  be  inclined  to  doubt,  he  adds,  '*  I  could 
•*  cornharate  this  fact,  were  it  necessary,  by  the  testimony  of  em 
**  Irish  Archbishop  **  From  an  Irish  Archbishop,  by  an  easy 
transition,  Mr.  fiarrington  introduces  an  English  Fishmonger^ 
and  declares  with  great  solemnity,  *'  I  have  shewn  the  stomach 
*«  to  Mr.  Everett  of  Clare  Market,  a  njtry  inteUigent  Jisbmongert 
**  who  declares,  that  though  he  has  cut  up  thousands  of  trouts 
M  and  salmons,  he  never  observed  any  thing  similar  in  the 
**  inside!"  See  (what  are  called)  Philosophical  Transactions, 
1774*  page  116.  Euge,  bene,  recte.  I  cannot  help  saying  ta 
lfr»  B.  on  this  occasion, 

Propera  stomaebum  laxare  saginisy 
Et  tua  servatum  consume  in  saecula  rhombum* 

The  reader  will  observe  the  rhetorical  beauties  in  this  short 
extract.  Mr.  B.  darts  from  Ireland  to  England  with  incredible 
swiftness,  from  Ballynrobe  to  Clare  Market;  then  come  in 
^B^  array,  incredulous  Irish  judges,  and  rumps  of  beef,  witl^ 

%  4ozeiM 
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Prim  Blagden  pants,  and  damns  (Ji)  them  as  he  reads^ 

AUTHOR. 

dozens  of  claret,   tiot  tempered,  I  would  swear,    with  water 

from  any  trout   ttrcam.      Next  appear  Irish  Artbbisbopt  and 

iMTELLiGEHT  English  Fishm§M£ers,  (an  epithet,  by  the  bye,  he 

«ienies  the  Arcbbibhop)  and  all  this  waste  of  beautiful  language 

and  deep  research   is  expended  to  convince  the  R.  S.  of  the 

existence  of  gizzard-stomach'd  trouts.    Yet  this  R,  S.  not  onhf 

receives  all  this  nonsensical  ichthyological  farrago,  but  /#/rr//  it 

for  poblication  by  their  Council. 

Of  Mr.  Daines  Barrington*s  talents  and  erudition  I  could 
*pcak,  and  have  often  spoken,  with  great  pleasure.  But  when 
M  rery  learned  a  man  will  write,  and  a  Royal  Philosophical 
Sxiety  will  publish  such  stuffs  for  the  edification  of  Europe^  £ 
tHink  it  proper  to  select  this  (from  myriads  of  late  similar  pieces 
^ituflF)  for  public  notice.  Men  of  real  learning  and  abilitiea 
(lad  such  1  acknowledge  Mr.  Barrington)  may  henceforth  be 
Kndered  cautious  how  they  comu/it  themselves  and  the  societies 
lo  which  they  belong.  The  R.  S.  has  been,  and  might  agaui 
be,  of  national  utility  and  honour;  it  has  my  best  wishes,  and 
fkrefofi  1  have  written  this  note.  (1794)* 

All  learned  Societies  must  now  look  to  their  eriginal  prind* 
pies,  and  consider  well  the  cbaracUrs  0/  the  candidates  who  are 
offered  for  their  choice,  as  associates,  if  they  will  not,  the 
busts  of  Newton  and  of  Boyle  should  be  veiled.    (1797)* 

(p)  It  is  by  no  means  intimated  that  Doctor  (I  beg  pardon) 
Sia  Charles  Blagden  (the  Secretary  to  the  R.  S.  1794.)  is 
given  to  profane  swearing  when  he  is  tired  on  such  occasion^ 
bot  such  works  damn  themselves.  It  cannot  be  otherwise,  till 
THB  Council  will  exert  some  discrimination,  and  refuse 
fo  shelter  themselves  under  their  foolish  declaration  of  not 

sgisweiring 
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AUTHOR 

Hear  mc  yet  once :  (oh  might  these  labours  ci 
And  I  to  peace  and  privacy  descend ! )  i 

Must  I,  like  Chatterton,  (q)  that  varlet  bright,  ( 
Rouse  some  new  Rowley  {s)  from  a  steeple's  heigh 

Li 


aaiweruig,  ms  m  hoif,  for  the  works  they  publish.  Every  sod 
must  be  answerable  for  it*s  own  sense  or  nonsense,  ''as 
*'  body/'  unless  they  choose  to  inscribe,  in  large  gold  letti 
<>Tef  their  meeting  room,  ''Corpus  sine  P£CToitEt"  (179 

(q)  I  draw  my  bumble  information  of  Chatterton  from 
Blie  in  the    New  Biograpfaia    Britannica,   though    I    can 
c«mplimeac    Dr.  Gregory    on  such   a  meagre    performa 
They,  who  luiTe  time,  may  read  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  Mr.  Brj 
Oc  Milles,  Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  and  all  the  tribe  of  d 
Mid  of  minor  critics  (pfsingU  mmd  9fd9ubl$  piuh^  as  Mr.  She 
says  in  kis  Cairic)  on  this  imf^imut  subject:  but  I  hav< 
•omethiog  about  vitx  summa  brevis  &c.  Uc.  and  confine  r 
to  the  general  view  of  this  controversy  in  Mr.  Mathias's « 
smd  comprehensive  Essay.    (i794). 

(r)  ^  Iwok  the  veriest  varlet  that  c*er  chew'd,'*  says  F 
in  Henry  IV.  Part  I.' Act.  a.— Mr.  Horace  Walpol 
lord  OrforfT,  did    not  however  seem  to  think  it  n 
abat  this  'UiorUt  CilATTEaTON    should  cbe^  at  alL 
Starvation  Act,  dated  at  SraAwaaaaY  Hill.    Vide  C 
Lafc,  as  above.    ( 1 796) . 

(i)  As  to  this  strange  aubjeet,  the  worst  that  can  ' 
4t  ifi,  ^  magno  conatu  magnas  nugasi**  but  they 

I 
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Like  Hardwicke,(/)sliclTe5  with  gossip  volumes  clog. 
Of  Baby  Charles,  and  Jemmy  *s  Slave  and  Dog  ? 
Of  Lorkin's  {v)  diligence  for  lords'  arrears. 
With  trumpery  notes  of  long  forgotten  peers  ? 

Shall  I  new  anecdotes  from  darkness  draw. 
That  StrawbVy  Horace  on  the  Hill  (w)  ne'er  saw. 
With  wire-'mve  {x)  ioi-firess^d  paper's  glossy  glare 
Blind  all  the  wise,  and  make  the  stupid  stare  f  i6o 

Or 

mher  pletstnt  and  instmctive.  I  am  sure  Dr.  Milles  proved  a 
pkattBt  sabject  for  that  chef  d*auvre  of  wit  and  poetry,  the 
Archa^io^cal  Epistle,  written  by  Mr.  Mason. 

(t)  See  the  Miscellaneous  State  Papers,  published  in  1773,  bf 
Ac  late  Lord  Hardwicke,  in  2  toIs.  410.  Letters  from  **  Babjr 
^  Charles's  dear  Dad  and  Gossip,  James  the  First,  and  his  slave 
^  and  dog,  Steenie  Buckingham,*'  &c.  &c.  There  are  however 
tome  carious  and  valuable  papers  in  the  collection.  The  noblo 
tditor  was  a  man  of  learning. 

(v)  **  Mr.  Lorkin  doth  use  miraculons  diligence  about- your 
^  Lordship's  arrears."  State  Papers,  vol*  i.  p.  631*  N.  6.  It 
often  requires  «rirAr»/0iri  diligence,  even  in  these  days,  to  gn  at 
One's  arrears.  See  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  if 
you  can  get  a  sight  of  them :    I  never  could.    ( 1 794). 

(tu)  l^e  Hon.  Horace  Walpole,  now  Lord  Orford,  the  owner 
of  the  Gothic  mansion  at  Strawbi^rry  Hill  near  Twickenhanu 
(^796). 
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Or  on  imperial  foolscap  with  vignettes 
Engrave^  like  Staunton^  my  Chinese  Gas 


^x)  All  books  of  all  kinds  are  now  advertised 
OB  a  wri-Vfavt  fmfir  and  A#/  pressed^  with  cuts^ 
Fbihs$fbical  TraDsactioiu»    (the  uniformity  of  wi: 
destroyed  by  this  folly  on  worthy  of  sach  a  Society, 
ReiHiers  learned  Memoir  on   Hiodosian;   as  if  t 
were,  that  they  should  be  looked  at,  and  not  read.  As 
prints  and  engravings  I  would  observe,  that  the  folly 
lor  gain  in  some  booksellers,  have  degraded  ma 
established  fame,  and  subjected  some  learned  editors 
ridicole.     1  feel  for  the  injury  and  injustice  which  : 
I  ae^  Mr.  Christian,    Professor   of  the  Laws  ol 
Cambridge*    and  Editor  of  Blackstone's   Commt 
Yaluable  notes  and  illustrations,  and  who  has  well  d> 
his  profession,  suffered  on  this  occasion.    It  was ; 
ahameful  and  unjustifiable. 

As  to  the  wire- weavers  or  drau  ers  of  paper  and 
I  most  say  to  the  public,   in  the  indignant  words  c 
•*  Quousque  frustra  paste tis  iinigenos  i&t05  V\a) 
fmltrj  mast  ioon  cease. 

I  wish  every  author  who  prints  and  publishes  hi 
on  a  nvirt'ntfc'Vi  paper,  glaztd  and  hoi  frtsteJ^  wouh 
honesty  of  the  late  Sir  William  Chambers,  Knight 
Star,  who  says,  in  a  letter  to  Voltaire,  which  acco 
wonderful  book  on  Oriental  Gardening ;  **  It  coi 
^  the  Kxw^x)  biiidts  a  gnat  dial  9/ nonanse^  twoa^r) 
by  Bartolozzi."    Eurof^  Mag.  for  Stpt.  1793. — ^^ 

-   (#}  Apuleii  Metamorph.  L.  7.  pag.  i;;.  Ed.Bip 
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Or  must  I,  as  a  wit  with  learned  air, 
Like  Doctor  Dewlap,  {y)  to  Tom  Payne's  (z)  repair^ 
Meet  Cyrill  Jackson  (^a)  and  mild  Cracherode,  (^) 
'Mid  literary  gods  myself  a  god  ^ 

Ther©^ 

WIS  printing,  I  was  informed  that  Coke  upon  Lyttletoa 
with  Hargrave's  Notes,  is  advertizing  to  be  published  on  a 
nxfirt  ivgvi  fafir  and  bet  presitd.  This  follv,  by  such  a  proceed* 
ing,  roast  surely  sign  it*s  own  death-warrant.  1  wish,  howeYcr, 
that  some  of  our  Statutes  at  Large  could  be  a  little  wirc-drawa 
and  hot  pressed  by  a  Committee  of  Parliamentary  Printers  and 
Compcsitors.    (1794.) 

(y)  Put  for  any  portly  Divine,  "  ni  pour  la  digestion^**  if 
La  Bruycre  woald  say*  The  reader  will  supply  one  to  his  fancy* 
But  he  must  not  imagine,  that  I  mean  mere  London  IMvineiy 
frequenters  of  routs,  plays,  operas.  Bond-street,  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  or  chatterers  in  booksellers  shops,  as  the  representa* 
fives  of  the  British  Clergy,  who,  as  a  class  of  men,  are  in  general 
distinguished  for  literature  and  philosophy,  and  for  rnannen 
correspondent  to  their  profession.     ( 1 7  94)  • 

(«)  Not  Tisjn  Faint  the  Democrat,  whom  we  all  execratep 
and  who  is  now,  with  or  without  a  head  in  France,  I  hope 
in  the  late  fashion  of  that  country  (in  1794);— but  one  of  the 
best  and  honestest  men  living,  the  very  respectable  Mr.  Thomas 
Payne  Senior,  to  whom,  as  a  bookseller,  learning  is  under 
considerable  obligations.  I  mention  this  Trypho  Emeritut 
with  great  satisfaction. 

'  («)  The  present  Dean  of  Christ-Churth,  Oxford,  exemplary 
for  bis  diligence  and  learning  "  in  ova  University,"  as  the  Deai^ 
\mH$  to  talk.    (1794) 
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There  make  folks  wonder  at  th*  extent  of  geniU3 

In  the  Greek  Aldu^  or  the  Dutch  Frobenius^ 

And  then  to  edify  their  learned  souls. 

Quote  pleasamt sayingsfromTht Shippe  of  Foles.  i yd 

Hold !  cries  Tom  Payne,  that  margin  let  me  measure. 

And  rate  the  separate  value  of  each  treasure. 

Eager  they  gaze:  **  Well  Sirs,  the  feat  is  done ; 

•*  Cracherode's  Poetse  Principes  (cc)  have  won:** 

In  ^ilent  exultation  down  he  sits» 

With  well  be- Chaucer 'd  Winkyn-Wordian  wits. 

Or  shall  I  thence  by  mock-appointment  stop. 
And  joke  with  Bryant  at  his  Elmsly's  shop  ? 

And 

(i)  The  Reverend  Clayton  Cracherode,  li.  A.  Student 
of  Christ  Church  Oxford,  and  one  of  the  TrUtcecs  of  the  British 
Museum.  A  rich,  learned,  and  most  amiahle  man  (to  use  the 
words  of  the  son  of  Sirach)  **  furnished  with  ability,  living 
**  peaceably  in  his  habiution.''  His  library  is  allowed  to  be  the 
choicest  in  old  Greek  and  Latin  authors,  of  any  private  coUectioa 
in  this  country.    (1794O 

§ 

{cc)  The  famous  edition,  by  H.  Stejftiens,  of  the  principal 
Greek  poets,  called  **  Poetse  Graeci  Principes.'*  Alt  literary  men, 
from  the  little  Reverend  Bibliopolish  Dr.  Cosset,  well  knowa 
at  sales,  to  the  humblest  collector,  understand  this  farce  of 
aier{/«-mea8aring|  und  the  profit  of  it.  Sec  alto  P«  of  Lm 
Dialogue  ^ 


^■ 
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And  hear  It  whisper'd,  while  Tm  wpndrous  pliant, 
*Twas  Doctor  Dewlap  spoke  to  iWZf/^ Br T  ANT.  (i/) 

OCTAVIUS. 

How  just  was  he,  who  in  this  sapient  age, 
When  learning's  varied  cares  the  mind  engage. 
Stood  up  self-taught)  and  in  mankind's  defence 
P/ay'd  for  Professors  of  plain  common  sense! 
But  say,  what  think  you  of  the  tragic  Stage?  {J J) 

author: 

(lO  When  I  name  Mr.  Bryant,  it  is  a  sufficient  eulogy.  Thm 
reader  however  is  referred  to  the  Second  Diabgae  of  thit  Poena 
0n  tiie  P.  of  L. 

(d^  As  to  the  modern  Comedies  of  the  day  by  Mr.  Reynolds p 
and  the  rapid  School,  they  are  below  criticism.  Farce  and 
O'Keefe  have  seized  upon  the  stage.  ^*  The  players  and  I 
•*  arc,  ludtily,  no  friends."   (1797.) 

I  wish  our  present  writers  would  consider  with  attention  the 
emphatic  words  of  the  Duke  of  fiuckingham  in  his  Essay  on 
foetry. 

''  Bat  to  writi  Plajt  f'^vfhy,  'tis  a  bold  pretence 

^  To  judgment,  breeding,  wit,  and  eloquence; 

*'  Nay  more ;  for  they  must  look  within,  to  find 

**  Those  secret  tarns  of  nature  in  the  mind :  &c.  &c.  &c»** 

fhit  author  of  Tht  Heinss  remembered  this.    It  is  the  prodac« 
tioa  of  a  sua  of  fashiosi  delicacy,  wit,  and  jodgment. 


t  »o  3 


AUTHOR. 


,  No :  you'll  excuse  me  there,  I  know  thi: 
What  ?  from  the  French  (e)  Aristotelian  s 
Must  I  plan  Trs^edies  by  line  and  rule? 
To  the  high  Godls  address  my  first  appca 
Then  bid  the  press  my  hidden  worth  revc 
While  round  my  temples  many  a  tendril 
Of  owlish  ivy  with  the  Mavian  bays : 
And  close  in  mournful  pomp  the  tragic  re 
Though  Jephson  {cc)  scarce  can  gain  the  p 

OC 


(#)  There  are  some  deep  critics  who  read  Arlstot 
and  cice  him  in  Greek.— I  know  not  what  to  s 
French  hive  proscribed  Corneille,  Racine,  &c. 

(cc)  Mr*  Jephson,  the  Author  of  Braganza,  1 
Narbonne,  &c.    My  wish  is, 

Grande  mnnus 
Cecropio  aEPETAT  cot  homo,  f 

But  no  more  dull  **  Roman  Portraits*'  in4to« 


^m 


f  Hot*  Lib.  2.  Od«  i.  ▼.  1 1^ 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Still  there  are  works  which  lead  to  sure  renoWft> 
}q  the  lay  habit^  or  the  sacred  gowii ; 
Will  stamp  your  credit  at  an  easy  price, 
Uarn*d  and  ingenious,  {d)  6t  a  Vir  Claries  t 
Take  Markham^s  Armorie,  {e)  John  Taylor's  Scul* 

ler,  (/) 
Or  Sir  Giles  Goosecap,  {g)  or  proverbial  Fuller,  26d 

With' 

(J)  Any  person  who  communtcatcs  #«i»  s  uugte  n§U^  howeVef 
lilly  or  whimsical,  to  the  modem  editors  of  Shakspeare»  i^  stiled 
the  Uarmid  and  ingenious  Mr.  two  stars** :  the  title  of  Vir  Claris^ 
timns  is  appropriated  to  the  Conroi:ntators  oti  the  Greek  and 
Iloman  Classics^  and  often  with  the  same  propriety, 

(f)  The  names  of  some  few  books  6f  that  yasi  lystem  6F 
Ci|/fMi#rf#t  or  **  Gorgeous  Gallery  of  Gallant  Inventions," 
which  is  called  forth  to  illustrate  odr  old  dramatic  writei's.  It 
is  Ugh  time  that  the  reader  pfsina  should  see  what  may  be  called 
in  the  old  language,  <'  the  UNtaussiNC  ofthssb  h^moiovs 
'^critics/'  namely,  the  Commentators  on  Shakspearci  frooi 
George  Steevens,  Esq.  downwards* 

*'  Ces  propos,  dirat  tu,  sont  bons  dans  la  Satir6, 
**  Pour  egayer  d*  abord  on  lectenr  qui  veut  rire: 
^  Mais  il  fau(  les  pqiUYcr*    En  torw*    J>  coniedf « 

tf  f  *  Repoai 
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With  Upton,  Fabell,  DodypoU  the  nice. 
Of  Gibbc  our  cat,  (/;)  white  DeviK^  or  {hh)  Old  Vice j 

Then 


^  Repons  moi^donc,  Docteur^  ct  mets  toi  sur  les  banca* 

••   Qy'lST  CE   Oil'  UN  (COMMINTATEUR?)"  J 

What  is  a  Shakspearean  Commentator  ?  a  specimen  of  th 
notes  will  best  explain  his  name,  dignity,  and  import :  I  sha] 
therefore  begin*  The  extracts  wilt  be  as  plenty  (and  a 
valaable)  as  blackberries ;  thoogh  I  do  not  give  my  reasons  upoi 
compuhioa ;  for  Sir  John  FalstafPs  advice  is  good* 

The  first  chapter  of  Markham*s  Booke  of  Armorie  is  intitled 
''^The  difference  'twixt  Churles  and  Gentlemen;"  and  i 
ends  thus:  **  From  the  offspring  of  Gentlemanly  Japhet  cam< 
**  Abraham,  Moses,  Aaron  and  the  Prophets,  lie.  (ffr. ;  als< 
^  the  King  of  the  right  line  of  Mary,  of  whom  that  onl; 
''  absolute  Gentleman  Jesut  was  born,  gentleman  by  his  mothc 
••  Mary,  Princeae  of  coat  armoar,  &c."— ^Reader,  Mr,  Stee 
vens  and  Dr.  Farmer  will  tell  you  that  ^^  all  this  is  so:"  am 
]rou  will  find  it  cited  too,  Hen«V.  vol.  ix.  p.  441,  edit.  1793 
though  you  may  begin  with  a  staring  doubt* 

.(/)  Jofctt  Taylor  thus  dedicates  his  "  Sculler :'' "  To  the  whol 
^  Kennel  of  Antichrist's  Hounds,  Priests,  Friars,  Monks,  aa< 
<<  Jesuits,  Mastiffs,  Mongrels,  Islands,  and  Bloodhounds,  Boh 
*«  tail'd  Tykes,  &c.  &c.  &c" 

il)  Old  plays  intitled,  <«  Sir  Giles  Goosecap^  Banks's  Br 
^<  Horse  in  a  Trance,  Pierce  Pennyless'^s  Supplication  to  th* 
^  Devil,  Webstcrfs  White  Devil,  The  Merry  Devil  of  Edmonton 
f^  Ac*  &c»  &€•!"  la  shorty  tottte  la  diabJerie  dramadque* 

I  Bollcau  Sat.  %. 
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'Xheo  le^d  your  readers  many  a  precious  dxnCC$ 

Capering 

{i)  Of  Gibbeoar  Cat.^PdstafF  says^  **  I  am  as  melancholjr 
^'  as  a  GtBBB  Cat.'^  H.  IV.  p.  i.  a.  i.  sc.  a.  On  this  the 
fCofflmentators  are  right  pleasant* 

Dr.  Johnspn  begins,  "  A  Gibbe  cat  means,  Hntwnoiwljf  an.' 
•*  fWcat."  Dr.Percy  informs  us  next,  that  a  Gib-cat  In  Northamp* 
toosbirr,  means  a  Ar-cat,which  in  some  parts  of  England  is  called 
afMii-catt  and  in  Shropshire,  a  tuf^zzu  Then  follow  other  wist 
critics,  and  last  of  all  appears  Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  who  brings  a 
train  ct  mutboritits  on  this  important  question,  shewing  bow  Gib  la 
skort  for  Gilbert,  and  Tib  for  Tibcrt ;  bow  Jack  is  appropriated  to 
a  horse,  and  Tom  to  a  pigeon ;  bow  Chaucer,  in  his  Romaunt  de 
h  Rose,  mentions  Gibbe  our  Cat,  to  which  Tib  was  synonimous; 
IS  it  is  at  this  day  ;  bow  we  read  in  **  Gammar  Gurton's  Needle'* 
(which  b  a  right  pleasant,  witty,  and  merry  comedy,  written  by 
Mr.  S.  Master  of  Arts)  viz.  **  Hath  no  man  stolen  her  ducks, 
*'  or  gelded  Gibbi  her  cat  ?"  Upon  which  Mr.  Warton  very 
trmvefy  observes,  **  the  composure  of  a  cat  is  almost  character- 
**  istic,  and  I  know  not,  (see  Dr.  Johnson*8  words  al^e)  whether 
•*  there  is  not  a  superior  soUmnitf  in  tbe  gravity  oiJ$L  He-Cat."' 
Mr.  Stecvena  says,  *<  A  Gib  Cat  is  a  cat  qualified  for  tbe  seraglio^ 
*'  for  all   animals  so  mutilated  become  drowsy  or  mtlancbolyJ^ 

Mr.  Warton  and  Mr.  Steevens  have  left  it  a  matter  of  doabt 
mhtxhtr  tbiir  own  drowjiwfss  and  gravity^  and  that  of  their  ^r»/i&/r« 
oommentatorSf  was  in  consequence  of  &c.  &c.  &c*  (See  Abol* 
Pharagi*8  great  Babylonish  chapter,  *'  De  Semiraroide,  Sapi« 
**  entibua  cjuset  Eonochis,  &c.")  To  be  sure  they  do  sympathize 
with  Gamour  Gurton,  and  her  poor  unfortunate  Gibbe- Cat. 

For  »y  own  part,  I  neither  can,  nor  (if  I  could)  would  I  decide 
diia  momentoos  question ;  and  will  only  add,  without  being  is 
^  lia#  anclancholy  or  drowsy  myseUj»  in  the  words  of  aa 

F  a  authar 


V 
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Cap*rihg  wijth  Banks's  Bay  Horse  in  a  f  rance# 
The  Mousewife*s  Jewel  read  with  care  exact. 
Wit  from  oW  Books  of  Cookery  (/)  extract ; 

Thought! 

author  who  imparted  a  manly  vigour  to  the  Roman  Muse 
^  Propria  quse  maribut  tribuantur,  masaJa  dicas." 

(bb)  Old  Vice  was  a  personage  very  frequent  in  our  ancien 

comedies.    I  beg  leave  to  present  my  reader  with  a  part  (aac 

a  very  short  part)  of  Mr«  Upton's  account  of  litm.      '^  Olc 

'*  Vice  was  a  droll  character  in  our  old  plays,  accoutred  wid 

*'  a  long  coat 9  a  cap,  a  pair  of  asses  ears,  and  a  dagger  of  lath 

'*  This  buffoon  character  was  used  to  make  fun  *witb  tbt  dewlx 

'<  and  ha  had  several  trite  expressions,  as,  *'  Til  be  with  yon 

*'  in  a  trice— ah  hah,  boy,  are  yoa  there?  &c."  and  this  waj 

^  great  entertainment  to  the  audience  to  see  their  old  enemy  sc 

**  belaboured  in  effigy.    Vice  seems  to  be  an  abbreviation  of 

''  f7r#>devil;    as    Fia-toy^   f7rf-doge,  &c.    and  THEaEPoaa 

*^  called,  very  properly.  The  Vice,    He  makes  very  free  with 

^*  his  master,  like  most  other  Vice-roys  or  Prime-ministers,  so 

^*  that  he  is  the  devil's  Vict    or  Prime*minister.     And   (adds 

**  Mr.  Upton)  tbis  it  is  which  makes  him  so  saucy •"  £xtract  from 

iMn  Upton's  note  on  Rich.  III.  acriii.  sc.  i. 

I  make  no  doubt  but  the  reader  will  observe  the  beautiful 
compliment  to  monarchy  and  aristocracy  most  logically  deduced 
This  personage  has  been  much  patronized  of  late  in   Fran< 
where  every  species  of  Vice,  old  or  new,  is  exercised  and  us 
^  without  any  abbreviation,"  to  speak  with  Mr.  Upton. 

(/)  Books  of  Cookery.— I  am  afraid  that  these  extracts  w 
prove  what  Decker,  in  his  G«/'s  Hornbook^  calls,  *'  Jbt  ti 
•*  tuburbt  of  Cooiiry.'*     Mr.  Collins,  (in   his  Potatob 
It  the  end  of  Trpilus  and  Cressida)  ext;afts  with9ut  4J 


t    85    ] 

Thoughts  to  stew*d  pranes  and  ktssing  comfits  suit^ 
Or  the  potatoe,  (k)  vigour-stirring  root : 

And 

hat  the  Good  HoasOKnfe^s  Jewel,  a  receipt  with  til  the 
ingredients  at  pvll  length,  '^  T0  maki  a  tart  that  is  a 
!<  covaAOB  t9  a  mam  «r  'ujoman.^^    And  this  is  but  a  specicneiu 

Non  more  probo ;  cum  carmina  lumbum. 
htrantf  et  tremulo  scalpantur  ubi  intima  versa,  t 

(i)  The  commentators  on  Shakspeare  are  peculiarly,  and 
even  eealously,  studious  in  minutely  explaining  and  declaring  all 
theirarious  modes  and  receipts,  which  the  age  of  the  Firgin  Quee« 
aflbrded,  or  recommended  for  the  service  of  the  Queen  of  Love 
and  soft  desire.  Whole  pages  are  absolutely  flhd  with  venereal 
provocatives,  with  the  power  of  kissipg  comfits,  stewed  prunes^ 
die  virtues  of  potatoes^  eringo  root,  &c.  &c.  Must  these  commenti 
btstiled  the  *^  Pauca  suo  Gallo  quae  vel  legat  ipsa  Lycoris?'* 

I  sometimes  doubt  what  book  I  have  in  my  hand.  Theseyii/r 
editors  "  give  all  they  can,  nor  let  us  dream  the  rest."  Mr. 
Steevens,  in  his  advertisement  to  the  edition  of  Shakspeare  ia 
X778,  seems  to  have  had  his  scruples  on  the  subject  of  these 
pbas  fnmeSf  and  virtuous  bulbs ;  **  Such  (says  he)  as  would 
**  be  acquainted  with  the  propriety  of  FalstafPs  allusion  to  ste*wed 
<*  prunes,  should  not  be  disgusted  at  a  multitude  of  instances,  &c, 
'*  &c.  &c."  Some  folks  are  v^ty  sagacious,  and  cry  out  first; 
hot  it  will  not  do. 

After  a  very  long  note  on  sttnued  prnnett  by  Mr.  Steevens, 
fol.  v.  p,  37^.  edit.  1778,  and  vol.  viii.  p,  529.  edit.  17951 
(which  see  and  read,)  The  Remertnd  Doctor  Farmer  adds,  very 
properly^  ^*  that  Mr.  Steevens  has  so  fully  discussed  the  subject 

F  3  •«  of 

t  Pc"-  Sat.  \.  Y.  aQ4 


And  then  returning  from  that  antique  waste^     209 

Ba 

^  of  siitoid  prunit^  that  one  can  add  nothing  but  thi  price }'' 
(tight '.-^Hoc  drfuii  uMum  Fabricio  :  *)  and  tbtreftrt  adds  the 
JUvirmi  DocToa,  in  a  piece  called  Banks's  Bay  Horse  in  t 
Trance»  i$9$t  ''  we  have  a  stock  of  wenches  set  up  with  theij 
<'  itiiuDid  pronesy  wins  for  a  tester."  At  other  times  thesi 
subjects  are  explained  in  the  learned  languages,  ft  tU  uxi  oj 
scholars,  as  in  rol.  iv.  p.  six/ edit.  1778,  and  in  vol.  ir 
p.  80,  edit.  1 793»  by  Mr.  Steevens.  *'  Urticae  marinse  omnei 
^  /rwriViMi  quendam  movent,  et  acrimonia  sua  VaMEaiM  s^fium 
*«  et  extiDGtam  txcituMU^*  Johnston  Hist,  Nat.  de  £aang«  Aq. 
p.  56. 

I  protest  I  sometimes  think  these  reverend,  or  irreveread 
commenutors  are  about  to  change  sexes»  or  have  done  ao,  and 
set  up  for  (what  MUtou  in  his  Apology  for  Smectymnus  calls! 
•«  Old  Frclatesses  with  all  their  young  Corinthian  Laity."  J 
wonder  we  have  never  yet  had  Tbi  Btauths  of  Mr.  Steevens 
of  Tilf  l^rv^Mi/ DocToa  Farmer,  of  Mr.  Collins,  (the  potatoe 
critic,)  &c.  &c.  as  a  convenient  manual  for  joang  or  olc 
snen,  who  would  be  young,  Mr.  Collins  hss  given  the  pnblu 
four  pages  in  8vo.  small  print,  on  the  astonishing  virtaes  0: 
POTATOES,  (a  tempest  of  provocation  !)  printed  by  themselves  ai 
the  end  of  Troll  us  and  Cressida.  This  useful  note  would  havi 
been  placed  with  better  grace  at  the  end  of  ** Levels  taheur  Lost* 

It  is  indeed  matter  of  great  and  offensive  scandal  to  obtrueL 
snch  refuse  and  filch  upon  this  nation,  aud  upcn  all  /A 
teuutriis  in  the  East  and  West  who  read  Shakspeare's  works 
It  is  highly  injurious  to  make  Shakspeare  the  vehicle  of  s< 
much  obscene  tra^h^  raked  together  from  old  plays,  old  cooker] 
t)ooks,  and  trumpery  novels.    But,  I  am  told,  the  poet  must  Im 

illustratec 


f  Juv*  Sat.  4«    Fabridus,  /,  #•    Ciwyr  JSueveuh  E^fwu 
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Bchail'dbyParr,(/)  THE  Guide  of  public  taste! 

author; 

iUustrated.  In  tbcfe  particulan,  Mr.  Stecfcns,  Dr.  Farm^, 
Mr.  Collios,  and  Mr.  (I  know  not  whom)  might  as  well  illustrate 
the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  book  of  Lucretius.  The  corraptioas 
of  oar  nature  are  the  most  mortifying  comment}  they  need 
aeither  incitement,  nor  iliuttratien. 

Whoever  considers,  seriously  or  politically,  the  dominion  of 
lost  amd  lewdnesf^  and  the  wide- wasting  desolation  and  irreversible 
misery  which'  they  throw  among  the.  defenceless  and  much* 
sobering  sex,  left  to  denitutioni  and  disease,  and  poverty,  ai\d 
despair,  and  contempt,  and  barren  sorrow  ;  will  be  cautious  how 
ke  adJj  even  om  unnecessary  or  heedless  incitiment  to  this  Over- 
bearing fury.  A  man  of  sense,  if  not  of  morality,  in  remarking 
on  all  such  passages  as  I  have  noted,  and  on  many  others,  would 
content  himself  with  saying,  '*  This  or  that  passage  contains  an 
**  indecent  allusion  not  uncommon  in  the  novels  or  plays  of  tho 
^  time ;"  or  at  least  would  be  satisfied  with  a  single  instance  to 
shew  it.  Whatever  is  more  than  this,  cometh  from  a  source 
which  is  not  good. 

At  present,  there  really  should  be  an  expurgatory  index  to  the 
ht$t  edition  (and  in  many  respects  it  is  the  best)  of  Shakspeare, 
before  it  is  put  into  the  hands  of  ladies  and  the  younger  part  of 
the  readers  of  Shakspeare.  I  believe  there  is  not  one  rtjifcting 
scholar  in  this  learhed  kingdom,  who  will  not  join  in  this  and 
in  the  following  criticisms  on  the  present  subject,  whether  the 
criticisms  are  severe,  jocular,  or  indignant. 

Carminaque  Aonidum,  jusTAMOirs  probaverat  ir  am  !  * 

(/)  The  Reverend  Doctor  Parr,  in  his  dedication  of  «•  Tracti 
f  of  Warburton  and  a  Warburtonian,  &c.''  (reprinted  in  1789) 

F  4  iPiptt 

*  Ovid.  Metam.  L.  6,  v.  2* 
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AUTHOR. 

« 

What  ?— must  I  enter  the  dramatic  course ; 
Burst  through  the  couqtiess  sc^uadrons  foot  and  horse  f 

AU 

90te8.  p.  159,  hu  most  kindly  pointed  oot  to  such  imdiKerii<f 
fng  penons  as  mys^l^  that  ^*  Malone,  Reed,  farmer,  and 
*«  Tyrwhitt,  have  come  forward  as  the  Guides  of  t^ii 
•*  PvBLip  Taste.**  To  be  sure  he  has  added,  "  Mr.  Steeyens. 
^*  the  two  WartOQs,  Burkb,  and  in  his  critical  capacity.  Dr. 
V  JoHifsoir.**  But  even  in  thb  latter  part  I  must  remark  n 
f  trange  coalition.  With  the  name$  of  Burke  and  Johnson  wlu> 
can  place  a  third  modern  in  the  same  rank  ?  Of  Mr.  Stccrens'a 
classical  erudition  and  ingenuity  much  might  be  said :  yet  all 
which  he  has  acknowledged  as  his  own  writing,  consists  of  note$ 
on  Shakspeare*  Every  one  must  regret  that  the  History  of 
English  Poetry  was  left  unfinished  by  it*s  lamented  and  deeply 
learned  author:  and  as  to  his  brother  Joseph's  pleasant  Common* 
Place  Book  on  Pope,  it  was  always  amusing  to  me.  But  whea 
the  titk  of  <<  Guides  of  the  Public  Taste*'  is  given  to  Malone, 
Reed,  Farmer,  (and  Tyrwhitt  1)  who  are  note- makers  alone  by 
profession,  I  find  myself  constrsuned  to  look  into  my  English 
Pictionary  for  the  meaning  of  the  words,  guide  and  taste. 

Indeed  I  have  often  wondered,  how  so  deeply  learned  a  scholar 
|is  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  ever  suffered  himself  to  be  enrolled  with  these 
DOte-makerson  Shakspeare  :  but  the  Leader  of  them  has  a  tongue 
|o  flatter  and  wheedle.  Homer  explains  it  best;  Ilap^o-if 
fi  VcieXol^f  yoov  wxa  TCBp  f ^vqoyrft;v.  In  this  manner  the  name 
of  Samvei*  JoHNSQtr  wfs  hsijkarMj  associated  with  that  ef 
p«orge  Steeveus« 
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All  that  for  Massinger  and  Beaumont  fight. 
But  leave  their  authors  in  a  wretched  plight ; 

From 

I  have  selected  this  passage  from  Dr.  Parr*8  splendid  dedication 

pf  these  Warburtonian  Tracts,  in  which  a  man,  in  the  vigour 

of  his  faculties  and  strength,  has  noc  thought  it  pDbecoming 

kit  character  to  attack,  like  a  puny  whipster,  the  established 

Agnity  of  departed  excellence ;  and  with  unbridled  licence  of 

language  has  endeavoured  to  invade  the  retreat  and  the  repose 

of  a  most  learned  and  venerable  prelate,  *  now  im  full  agi  ««i 

hmryh^Hniss*    I  speak  with  feeling  of  such  a  conduct,  and  I 

ipeak  with  the  feelings  of  a  man;  for  what  is  a  mere  scholar 

lUid  a  quoter  of  Greek,  when  he  forgets  the  man?  I  trust  Dc» 

jParr  has  severely  felt  (he  unmeaning  vanity  and  siiiy  cruelty  qS 

Ailing  forth  again  to  public  notice  these  tracts,  which  their 

authors  long  wished  to  give  up  to  oblivion.     Leland,  and  the 

t^eat  and  truly  good  and  liberal  Jortin,  might  have  been  as  ably 

defended  at  another  time  aad  in  another  place^ 

I  cannot  be  repaid  for  such  indecent  conduct  by  the  amusement 
I  receive,  (to  use  Dr.  Parr's  otxm  words)  *^  from  the  lucky  and 
**  lucid  intervals  between  the  paroxysms  of  (Dr,  Parr's)  polemics 
**  phrenzy ;  from  all  the  laughable  and  all  the  loathsome  singo* 
**  larities  which  float  open  the  surface  of  his  (Dr.  Parr^s)  diction  s 
*'  nor  can  I  hang  with  fondness  and  admiration  over  the  crowded, 
'^  yet  clear  and  luminous,  galaxies  of  imagery  diffused  through 
^  (Dr.  Parr*s)  works  ;*'  p«  1 51,  &c.  &c.  But  if  1  should  cite  any 
more  of  such  words,  the  reader  would  take  the  Doctor's  Greek  for 
j^nglish  and  his  English  for  Greek,  and  b^  apt  to  cry  out  with 
lioncst  old  Doyley,  in  the  farce  of  ^Wht't  the  Dupe  r*  (which  I  am 
f^ot^  but  the  Doctof  may  (cnpw  wl^o  is,)  '^  Til  be  cms'd  if  this  k 

"  English,** 
?  9r«Hus^^  BUbop  of  Worcester, 
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From  C^pell  steal,  yet  never  own  the  theft. 
And  then  desert  {m)  him  of  his  store  bereft* 
Oh  injured  Patron  of  our  noblest  bard  ! 
CapelU  (»)  receive  this  tribute  of  regard. 


At 


^  English.''  Indeed  I  have  no  more  time  or  place  to  allot 
tUs  First  Dialogue  of  my  Poem  to  Dr.  Parr.— I  refer  my  read 
to  the  Ti^rJ  Dialogue^  in  which  the  Doctor  makes  a  mc 
languished  appearance* 

(m)  There  are  men  now  in  great  vqgoe  who  will  feel  t 
ibrcc  of  tbese  two  lines,    ( 1 794.) 

(»)  Mr.  Capell,  the  Editor,  I  call  him  the  Patron^ 
Shakbpeake,  This  gentleman  was  of  a  singular  turn  of  min 
perhaps  a  little  too  minute,  bat  of  a  curiosity  unbounded  m 
insatiable.  They  who  are  acquainted  with  his  critical  wridn 
tm  Shakspeare,  and  his  accurate  researches  into  this  sped 
of  antiquity,  and  who  have  considered  and  '  estimated  i 
edition  of  the  poet,  will  not  scruple  with  me  to  pronounce  hii 
the  Father  of  all  UgitimMti  Commentary  on  Shakspeare.  1 
this  gentleman*s  intimacy^  and  to  the  knowledge  of  his  mc 
learned  investigations,  were  admitted  men  whom  I  forbear 
same.  But  mark  die  consequence*  Hu  edition  was  condemao 
or  I  should  rather  ^ay,  daoMd  by  those,  who  in  the  poet's  oin 
words, 

*^  To  his  unguaritd  nest,  like  weasel  critics, 

<*  Came  sumking^  and  sosuckM  his  princely  eggs/*  ( 

And  when  the  School  of  Shakspeare  in  3  vols.  4to.  w; 

published  (alas !  after  his  death)  we  were  told  forsooth  that  ^ 

kad  nothing  to  learn  on  the  subject. 

la: 

*  The  i  Ilfooravwdfu  %  Hem  V*  Act,  i.  Sc.  a. 


[    9«    ) 
And  may  this  honest  verse  to  life  and  light 
Call  forth  thy  name,  and  vindicate  thy  right.     220 

Must  I  for  Shakspeare  no  compassion  feel. 

Almost  eat  up  by  commentaf  ing  {0)  tcsl  ^  ' 

Oa 

I  am  pleased,  however,  to  see  that  Mr.  CapelPs  Preface  is 
admitted  iato  the  new  edition  of  Shakspeare,  in  Fifteen  vo« 
lames.  It  will  not  be  too  much  to  hope  for  an  edition  in  Fiftjn 
vohunes  quarter  printed  on  a  wirt-wc^ue  faper^  ^^Msr/|  muHH' 

(f)  I  hope  the  reader  will  not  be  displeased  with  a  short 
observation  on  this  subject. 

Shakspeare  vkis  born  in  the  year  1564,  and  died  on  the  S3d 
of  April  i6i6y  on  his  birth-day.  It  was  not  until  seven  yeara 
after  his  death,  that  his  plays  were  fint  collected  and  pubtishe4 
together  in  folio,  in  the  year  1623,  by  two  of  his  principal  frienda 
in  the  company  of  comedians,  Hemminge  and  Cjndei).  A  second 
edition  was  printed  in  1632.  It  may  seem  strange  to  us,  but  it  ia 
truet  that  mq  other  edition  {a)  of  his  works  was  attempted  till 

eighty* 


(a)  I  meant,  and  I  mean  now,  any  edition  which  was  ccrrectedm 
Shakspeare's  Works  were  printed  undoubtedly  in  1664,  1685, 
and  1709,  but  not  published  by  any  editor  of  eminence.  Wbea 
such  Critics,  as  the  Mimi  or  Balatrones  Shakspeareani,  gi9iy 
in  redifying  the  Author  of  the  P.  of  L.  in  such  points  of  higk 
importance; 

**  If  wrong,  I  smile ;  if  right,  I  kiss  the  rod  ; 
'^  Pains,  reading,  study,  are  their  ju^t  pretence, 
**  And  41// they  want,  is  spirit^  taste  ^  and  $ense»* 

fgt  a  proofi  sec  their  writings  througboac.    (i8qo.) 
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On  Avon's  banks  I  loeard  Actaok  (p)  nwurn. 
By  fell  Stetit  letter  Dogs  in  pieces  torn ) 


Dog 


cighty-twc^  yetnzfttr  diat  time,  when  in  the  year  17 14  a  /iff 
ftfiiion  was  published  by  Mr.  Rowe  with  very  few,  if  an] 
corrections. 

Fope^  Theobald,  Hanmer,  WarbortOD,  Cape11»  Jobnsoi 
Btcerensi  and  Malooe,  have  since  that  time  given  new  edition 
If r.  Stecvensy  in  the  year  1766,  published  a  particular  editie 
in  four  rolumesin  8vo.  of  all  the  plays  which  were  printed  in  4t« 
za  Shakspeare's  life  time,  or  before  the  Restoration.  It  is  prime 
verbatim  from  the  old  copies,  and  is  curious  and  valuable* 

Mr.  Steevens  asserts  unequi vocally ,  that  *'«•  proo/czn  be  give 
••  that  the  poet  suferintenM  the  puhlicatitn  of  any  one  ef  the 
^  kimsel/.^  Pief.  vol.  i.  p.  14.  If  this  be  true,  as  I  believ 
what  can  any  editor  arrogate  to  himself  concerning  the  genuii 
text  of  this  great  poet?  I  am  not  speaking  of  conjectural  crit 
clsm,  and  of  an  accurate  revision  of  the  punctuacioo,  which  is  < 
teal  consequence,  but  of  the  actual  nuerds  themselves,  as  writt( 
ly  Shakspeare.  The  original  players,  Hemmioge  and  Condel 
were  in  possession  of  the  only  MSS.  which  were  extant  at  tl 
very  time  when  the  plays  were  flrst  acted ;  and  it  is  probab 
that  the  pIay«honse  manuscript  copy  was  the  only  one  to  whii 
they  could  refer;  and  no  MSS.  whatsoever  existed  after  th 
time.  Shakspeare  appears  to  have  wholly  neglected  or  despist 
reputation  in  succeeding  ages.  It  is  for  this  age  to  amuse  itsc 
with  schools  and  galleries ;  and  without  blame,  in  my  opinion. 

{p)  Videre  canis;  primusque  Melampus, 
Pamphagus,  ct  Dorceus,  vclpx  cum  fiatrc  Lycisca^ 

Ichnobatesqi 
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Dogs  that  from  Gothic  kennels  eager  start. 
All  well  broke-in  by  Coney-catching  (j)  Art, 


So 


Ichnobatesque  sagax,  et  villis  Asbolits  atris, 
Nebrophonosque  valens,  et  trux  cum  Lstlape  Tfaeron^ 
Labros  et  Agriodos,  et  acuts  vocis  Hylactor, 
Q^osque  referre  mora  est.     £a  turba  cup i dine  vhjedmp 
Qua  via  difficilis,  quaque  eu  via  nuUa^  lequuntur* 
Hcu  famulos  fugit  ipse  suos ;  clamare  libebat, 
AcTjEON  £go  sum;  Dominum  cognoscite  vzstrvm: 
FeUit  abesse  quidem'^stdL  adjust*  OvicL  Metam.  lib.  34 

It  is  conceived  that  this  canine  metamorphosis  of  tli« 
Commentators  on  Shakspeare,  will  he  received  in  a  pleasant 
point  of  view  without  offence ;  for  I  must  speak  it  to  the  credit 
of  our  English  bfdCtl  Ittttl  dogs,  that,  upon  the  whole,  xhete  is 
more  harmony  among  them  (a  few  cases  excepted)  than  among 
the  dogs  that  worried  Greek  and  Roman  authors  in  ibrmcr 
times. 

I  surdy  may  be  excused  for  this  metaphorical  cantntty^  if  Mr* 
Bryant  himself  has  been  allowed  to  declare,  without  censure^ 
that  Ki/V6f  signify  'O**  lepsiy  :  though  certainly  the  Hierarchy  an? 
infinitely  indebted  to  him  for  the  discovery.  Bryant's  MytboL, 
vol.  i.  p.  329,  &c. 

(f)  The  singularity  of  this  term  **  Coney-catching,**  (whic!i 

is  the  only  reason  of  my  introducing  it)  called  for  my  attention; 

as  no  treatises  or  farces,   or  whatever  they  may  be,  are  more 

appealed   to  by  the  commentators,   than   *'  Greene*s  Art  of 

**  Coney-Catching;  Greene's  Ground-work  of  Coney-Catch- 

'*ing;  Greene's   Disputation  between  a  He  Coney*Catcher 

^  and  a  She  Coney*Catcher."     We  have  here  the  Art^  and  the 

CroMttJ-ivari^  and  a  Dispute  upon  Coney-Catching  :  I  hope  the 

QCjuler  will  be  satisfied  with  my  accurate  references. 

Yet 


C    94    1 

So  tender  to  the  Paphian  notes  they  move. 
And  seem  as  they  were  only  born  for  (yy)  love. 

Hark,  Johnson  (r)  smacks  his  lash ;  loud  sounds 

Mounted  in  rear  sec  SteevensT^'X/y^^-w,  [the  din : 

Rich 

Tet  as  my  poor  library  wiU  not  afford  these  valuable  books, 
I  profess  myself  still  ignorant  of  this  ancient  art  of  Coney- 
Catching,  and  therefore  am  by  no  means  fit  for  a  commenutor; 
yet  the  reader  may  perhaps  think  me  fit  for  writing  a  note  or  two 

upon    these  **  SnaPPEIS   up    of  UMCONttDERUD   triflbs.'^ 

I  do  not  agree  wiih  Mr.  Steevens  that  CTney'catcking  means  the 
art  ^ picking /i9cketi ;  (see  hit  note  on  the  words  ^*  Silly  Cheat," 
vol.  iv.  p.  368,  ed.  1778.)-— except  there  is  any  pleasant 
allusion,  by  anticipation,  to  some  late  editions  of  Shakspeare* 
My  poor  pockets  cannot  keep  up  with  these  rising  demand* 
upon  them.  Six  Povnds  Fifteen  Shillings!  !  for  the  last 
edition  of  Shakspeare,  and  without  any  binding !  I  cry  you 
mercy,  my  good  Master  Steevens ;  think  of  us^tovr  poets. 

(yy)  "  They  of  love  and  love*s  disport, 
Treat  largely,  q{  their  mutual  guilt  the  seal/' 

Milt.  P.  L. 

See  the  Comments  on  Shakspeare,  as  above,  passim  through 
the  whole  edition. 

(r)  Samuel  Johnson,  L.  L.  D.  The  reader  must  know 
enough  of  this  Huntsman^  his  green  velvet  cap,  and  brown  brass 
buttoned  coat,  and  his  churlish  chiding  of  every  hound  that 
came  near  him,  &c.&c.  at  least  it  is  not  Jemmy  Bosweli'i  ftvH 

if 
•  Winter's  Tale,  a.  4.  sc.  U 
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Kich  with  the  spoils  of  learning's  3Sl3Ck  domain^ 
And  Guide  supreme  o'er  all  the  tainted  plain*     230 
Lo !  first  Melampus  (j)  Farmer  deftly  springs, 
(Walter  de  Mapes  (/)  his  sire)  the  welkin  rings : 

Stout 

if  he  does  not. •«- Johnson  and  Boswell;  Avtot  x«i  ©ipxvml 
But  M0W  we  must  all  regret  the  loss  of  the  chearful,  the  pleasaftt^ 
the  inimitable  Biographer  of  his  illustrious  friend* , 

Dr.  Johnson's  comments  on  Shakspeare  are  never  sullied  and, 
co&taJDinated  with  mitiMge  explications  of  indecent  passages. 

He  bears  no  token  of  those  sable  streams. 

But  mounts  far  off  among  the  swaus  of  Thames^ « 

In  whatever  Dr.  Johnson  undertook,  it  was  his  determine<( 
purpose  to  rectify  the  heart,  to  purify  the  passions,  to  give 
**  ardour  to  virtue,  and  confidence  to  truth." 

(/)  Melampus  signifies  a  dog  with  black  feet.  He  is  supposed 
to  have  run  over  the  town  and  county  of  Lciceuer^  but  never 
could  be  persuaded  to  give  any  account  of  it.t 

This  dog  scented  out  the  Learning  of  Shakespeare  with  true 
and  original  sagacity,  and  absolutely  unkennelled  it.  This  is  his 
proper  praise.  Mr.  Steevens  says,  "  Could  a/ierfect  and  decisive 
''edition  of  Shakspeare  be  produced,  it  were  to  be  expected 

**  ONLY 

>^w^^M^i^—iB^^  I  11  y  I       ■!    ■  1       I        ■  ■        I   ■    111——         ■Mil  a 

*  Pope  Dune.  L.  a.  v.  297. 
f  I  lament  that  Dr.  Farmer  never  published  his  intended 
History  of  Leicester.  1  lament  it,  but  I  do  not  reprobate 
the  Doctor,  as  he  behaved  in  a  gentlemanly  manner  when  he 
declined  prosecuting  that  work,  which  is  a  leal  loss  to  the 
Antiquary  and  the  lover  of  topography* 
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Stout  Gloucester  (»)  mark  in  Pamfihagus  {v)  adv^C^ 
Who  never  stood  aghast  in  speechless  trance  ; 

The 


^  oNtY  (tbougti  wefearinvatn)  from  thehandof  Dk.Farhib^ 
'*  whose  MORE  SERIOUS  AVOCATIONS  yi^i///  HIM  to  undeitakif 
*^  what»  &c.  &c."  See  the  Advertisement  by  Mr.  Steevens  to 
Shakspeare,  Edit.  i793>  p«  ix«  Such  gravity  of  compliments 
fietween  two  editors,  reminds  me  of  what  Shakspeare  calls^ 
^  The  £kcounter  of  tWoDoc  Arst."  (1794} 

(/)  Waiter  de  Mapes  was  the  jovial  archdeacon  of  Oxford^ 
the  Anacreon  of  the  eleventh  century.  **  A  decent  priest  whcrt 
*^  monkies  were  the  gods,  ^*  and  author  of  tiic  divine  odc^  begis* 

ling: 

<^  Mthi  sit  propositum  in  taberna  mori ; 

Vinum  sit  appositum  morientis  ori ; 

Ut  dicant,  cum  venerint  angelorura  chort^ 

Deus  sic  propitius  huic  Potatoril"  &c. 

(tr)  Stout  Gloucester.— Warburton,  Bishop  of  Gloucester.-* 
See  Gray's  Bard ;  **  Stout  Gloucester  stood  aghast  in  speechlesf 
**  trance*"    Stanza  z. 

(v)  Pamphagus  signifies  a  dog  of  *9l  most  voracious  appetite^ 
who  fnaps  at  and  devours  every  thing  digestible  or  indigestible* 
They  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Divine  Legation,  &c.  &c* 
well  know  the  nature  of  Warburton's  literary  appetite,  and  the 
danger  of  bunting  in  the  fame  field  with  him.  With  all  his 
eccentricities  this  was  a  noble  dog,  and  there  is  not  one  of  the, 
tr^e  breed  left,  worthy  of  the  progenitor,  though  there  VC  a  Hff 
mongrels^ 

Jf  Dunciad  B.  3.  ^9^ 
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The  ^e  Ichnbbdies  {w)  sec  TyrwliUt  limp  j 
Malone  Hy lac  tor  {sc)  bounds,  a  clcar-roic'd  imp  j     '' 

Ashdus 

{to)  ithnobatcs  /iiieftn^  a  dog  ^ho  tracks  out  the  game  before 
Ilia.  No  one  viras  more  diligent  than  this  dog,  yet  he  frequently 
tent  upon  a  wrong  scent ;  but  would  never  suffer  the  huntsman 
bcalihim  off,  especiatly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cditteritny 
9nA  Bristol, 

If  I  were  again  to  metamorphose  these  hounds  into  men, 
I  ihould  lament  the  application  of  Mr.  Tyrwhitt*8  learning 
and  sagacUy.  ^  llluio  pro  literato  plerique  laudandum  dux-^ 
^  erunty*  quum  ille,  na^niis  quibusdam  anilibus  occupatus^ 
'*  int<r  Milesias  Punicas  Apuleii  sui  et  ludicra  literati^ 
**  coosencsccret."*  1  will  however  say^  as  to  my  own 
part|  '*  Illiim  pro  literato  laudandum  semper  duxi/*  but  with  a 
teserve  as  to  the  application  of  his  learning.  I  wi^h  this  Ich- 
Hobatet  bad  been  **  utilium  sagajt  rerum.'* 

(x)  Hyldttor  meanS  a  dog  with  a  clear  and  strong  voice.  One 
Would  think  that  this  dog  was  one  of  Canidia's  breed,  which 
called  from  the  sepulchre  the  actual  remains  of  the  dead  to 
enchant  and  stupify  the  living.  This  dog  has  been  scratching 
iip  the  eaith  about  Dociots  Commons^  and  has  torn  up  all  the  fTills 
of  the  actors  who  lived  in  ShakspeareS  time,  and  carried  them 
in  his  mouth  to  the  printer  of  a  late  edition  of  that  author. 

But  when  I  speak  of  rational  men,  it  passes  the  bounds  of  all 
itgacity  to  dirine,  by  what  species  of  refined  absurdity  fke  fTills 
oMd  Testaments  •/  Aavrs  could  be  raked  up  and  published  to 
HiuftrAtg  Shakspeare.  (See  Malone's'Shakspeare,  voLii  p.  x86« 
&c.  &c.  &c.  and  in  the  2d  vol.  of  the  edit,  of  Shakspeare,  ia 
fftefjt  Volumeij  ill  1793O     A  critic  for  such  an    ingenious 

G  invention 

*  V.  Jolium  CapltoHnuoi  in  Vita  Clodii  Albini  ad  Constaotiuoi 

August  urn. 
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Jsbolus  (2)  Hawkins,  a  grim  sha^y  hound,        iL^ 
In  music  growls,  and  beats  the  bushes  round ;  {a) 

Then  Porson  view  Nebrofihonos  {b)  the  shrewd,  [c)^ 

« 

Yet  foaming  with  th'  Archdeacon's  {d)  critic  blood; 


ioTCiition  should  be  presented  with  the  altum  Sagaua  caltemirmmp 
which  would  not  easily  fall  from  hit  head.  But  Mr.  Malonc 
hat  redeemed  this  piece  of  folly  by  many  valuable  literary  ez- 
•ellenciet. 

{te)  AsMms  sigatfiet  a  dbg  of  a  swarthy  complexion. 

(#)  Beats  the  bushes  round.  —  Descriptive  of  Sir  John 
Hawkins^  History  of  Music  ;  in  which  however  there  is  much 
original  and  valuable  information,  as  in  all  his  other  works,  so 
unjustly  censured  in  my  opinion.  Sir  John's  principal  fault 
was  digressivH  from  his  subject ;  but  if  you  excuse  that,  you  are 
well  repaid  by  the  information  you  receive. 

(i)  Nihrofihnos  signifies  a  dog  that  slays  the  fawns  and  deer, 
and  so  in  truth  it  is ; 

Archdeacons,  rats,  and  such  small  deer. 
Have  been  Dick's  food  for  many  a  year. 

And,  as  Lear  says,  <*  I'll  take  a  word  with  this  same  learhed 
<*  THEaAK!"  my  learned  Master  Richard  Porson:  but  he  loves 
no  titles!  It  would  be  better  if  he  did.  (1794.) 

(r)  Mr.  Malone  says,  the  word  shrewd  means  *<  acute^  or 
••  intelligent  j"  Mr.  Steevens  says,  it  is  "  bitter  or  severe." 
Shaks.  ed.  1793,  ^^'*  ^^*  P*  43^*  Reader,  you  may  chuse,  or 
rather  combine  the  terms. 

(//)  The  reader  may  be  surprised  to  find  any  theological 
writings  in  this  part;  but  Mr.  Stcevcns's ingenuity  has  contrived 
to  press  Mr.  Professor  Porson's  letters  to  Mr.  Archdeacon  Travfs 

int* 
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See  tioreau  {dd)  Whiter  o*er  the  learned  soil. 
Brisk,  though  at  fault  j  ^ith  new  associates  toil ; 

In 

|oto  the  service  of  Sbakapetre ;  and  by  tuch  ingenuity  twb  or 

sAtf  may  not  be  pressed  into  it  ?   This  is  ^uite  a  sufficient 

Qcuse  for  me,  or  rather  a  foil  justification  of  my  allusion  to 

them.    See  Tempest,  vol.  iii.  p.  68.  Steev.  edit*  1793.    Mr. 

Steerens  stiles  Mr.  P.  **  an  excellent  scholar  and  a  perspicacious 

"critic;"  in  which  I  most  cordially   and  most    sincerely 

agree.     But,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,    be  thanks  neither 

Mr.  Steevens,  nor  me,  nor  Dr.  Parr,  nor  Dr.  Burney,  nor 

lay  other  Doctor  or  Mister  in  this  country,  for  any  opinion 

diey  may  entertain  or  express  of  him  or  his  works.    He  neither 

^ves  nor  takes* 

I  find  the  Archdeacon  has  re-pnblished  his  work,  and  in  my 
t>pin]on  bas  very  wisely  declined  being  led  any  more  by  Dick 
mad  the  fmd  fiend  ^*  through  fire,  and  through  flame  and  whirl- 
^'  pool,  o'er  bog  ^nd  quagmire,  and  having  knives  laid  under 
*'  his  pillow.*'    But  the  Archdeacon  has  had  the  weakness  to 
print  his  work  on  ^  wtre-xoave  /kajUr  and  ht^tistd.     Had  X 
been  the  Archdeacon,  I  should  have  been  contented  with  the 
iMfrtssing  by  Mr.  Porson,  hot  indeed,  hissing  Ao/  /    This  con- 
troversy has  no  good  end.    Learning  is  good,  and  theology  is 
good ;  but  there  is  something  better,  H  Ayov^i.     There  is 
abo  a  writer  who  says,  KaraxoK/X^rai  sXtoc  xpio^«»?.    (1794O 

{dl)  Dcrceusy  signifies,  in  my  opinion,  a  dog  of  a  sharp  sight, 
apt  to  see  what  nobody  else  can  in  a  large  field.  Sonye  derive  ic 
from  ^^xo^,  capra,  quasi  per  saltum,Vhich  I  reject.  See  Tjfr. 
Whiter^s  Commentaries  on  Shakspeiare,  on  a  new  principle,  &c. 
fnblished  in  1794. 

This  is  ceruinly  a  very  learned  and  sagacious  dog.  He 
iiotttof  the  actual  chacr;   but  might,  with  great  propriety. 

G  2  join 
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in  thefofCs  {b)  form,  mark  Ritson  next  contencfy 
Fierce^  meagre^  pale,  no  tommcntator*s  (/)  friend  i 
Tom  Warton  last,  A^riodos  {g)  acute, 
With  Labt*s  Percy  (/i)  barks  in  ciosi  pursuit :  < 

Hot 

'  »  •  •  • 

r  ^       •  •  •  • 

join  tke  ptck  <on  a  fttltrre  day :  or  id  piain  wordu,  wiien  i 
i^ew  ^ittoa  «f  Shakapcare  is  printed,  there  ahould  be  ai 
aalectioA  of  ooies  from  hia  book.  His  criticism  ott  the 
t^cond  £clog.ae  of  the.  Poetas  ascribed  to  Rowjeyt  (tnliy.  or 
faUely,)  io  poior  of  ingeoujty  and  ilhifitrative  learniag  bat  never 
been  surpassed;    M  Cili^UBqiie  vettrum  fortitcr  opposttertmdf 


(f)  TherQfi  sienifies  a  dog  of  innate  ferocky. 


>9 


(/)  Poor  Tom  Warton  could  have  lold  a  piteous  tale,  how  Mi 
historic  *'  body  was  punched  fuH  of  deadly  holes^'  by  thirliterary 
Richard  Ilkl.  Dr.  Percy  could  make  a  lamentation  or  two  in 
^me  ancient  ditty,  in  a  /f/  or  canto.  Mr.  Malone  probably  has 
fcit  a  gri))e  father  strong;.  The  antiquaries— bat  they  have 
i^htn  for  tfumsehm.  The  Atitiquatiah  Society  is  amiable  and 
harmless,  and  from  what  I  have  seen,  their  publication? 
/esedible  the  subjects  of  them;  Neitt/wv  amenkna  xa^va. 
Who  oould  wish  to  disturb  such  repose  ?    (1794.) 

{g)  Jgri9dos  signifies  a  dog  with  a  sharp  tooth.— I  alway3^ 
regret  th^  loss  of  Thomas  Waxton;  in  his  various  writings 
he  is  amasing,  instructive,  pleasant,  learned,  and  poetical. 

I  never  received  informatioxi  so  agreeably  from  any  modem 
writer,  ^b  cditit)n  of  Milton's  Smaller  Poems,  (an  exquisite 
s^iflACft  of  fksskil  commeotaryi  and  worthy  of  his  former 

obscrvationi 
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Hot  was  the  chace ;  I  left  it  out  of  breath ; 

Iwish'd  not  to  be  mat  Shakspeaee's  death.    250 

OCTAVIUS. 

ebsenrations  on  Spenser)  leaves  it  a  matter  of  unceasing  regre% 
that  be  never  published  the  Paradise  Lost  and  (le|;aincd.  The 
waot  of  the  last  volume  of  the  History  of  English  Poetry,  must 
for  ever  be  lamented.  I  despair  of  any  artist  able  to  fioii^h  such 
a  work,  with  so  few  imperfections,  and  with  such  various 
erudition. 

Tom  Warttfn  had  rather  a  kindly  affection  for  the  }oviaI 
memory  of  Archdeacon  Walter  de  Mapes  of  the  i  ith  century, 
mentioned  for  his  drinking  ode  in  a  former  note.  Mr.W.  tells 
us,  (with  a  warm  panegyric,)  in  his  ^d  Dissert,  to  the  Hist,  of 
Eogltsh  Poetry  that  this  divine  Anacreon  wrote  also  a  Latin  ode 
in  favour  of  married  priests,  concluding  with  these  i/zVi/rJ  lines  ^ 

£cce  fro  Clerich  multum  allegavi ; 

Nee  non  pro  Presbyteris  multum  comprobavi ; 

Pater  noster  proline,  quoniam  pectavi, 

DIcat  quisque  Presbyter  cnm  sua  Svavi  ! 
I  quote  this  for  my  tmmukty  quoniam  peccavi,  and  am  inclined 
to  hope  that  every  **  Presbyter  cum  sua  Suavi,V  will  be  as  kind  to 
the  author  of  thi9  poem  on  ths  Fuasvrta  ^w  Literature, 
ReqiiicKaC  ( 

(i)  La3r0s  signifies  a  dog  that  ofieus  continually.— But  I 
forget;  **Si  quisdixerit  Episcopum  aliqui  infirmitatelaboraiCt 
•*  anathema  esto.'**    (1794.) 

Thus  I  take  my  leave  of  the  whole  hltitMttttC  kek- 
MtL^  with  all  their  wit,  and  all  their  follies,  and  all  their 
merry  humours;  ai>d.  they  may  both  now  and  hereafter^ 
\ioawed  by  their  great  Hun/smav  who  is  no  more,  and  most 
pliably  iiamoletted  by  me,  continue  to  bark  and  growl,  and 

G  3  inap^ 

*  Council  of  Constance;* 
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I 

OCTAVIUS. 

Here  yet  awhile  (/)  these  honest  labours  close. 
And  leave  indignant  Genius  to  repose.  25a 

map,  and  qiiarrelt  and  tczzt  one  another,  till  there  remains  nqt 
a  critical  oflFal  for  which  they  nsay  contend. 

Ei  veitti  mbseutem  certatim  Act^eona  clament.^ 

Finally,  as  to  this  celebrated  edition  of  Shakspeare  by  George 
^teevens,  Esq.  and  the  whole  blaA^ettet  Ketmell^  I  must 
pronounce  it's  great  Eulogium,  as  it  is  beautifully  conceived  an4 
expressed  in  the  words  of  a  master  of  the  most  finished  Latinitj 
of  the  Augustan  age.  f<  Hfc  Liber  est  eonglutinatus  ex  tank 
'*  multifi  libris,  quot  unus  pingais  CocusQves,  boves,  sues,  grue% 
<*  anseres,  passeres,  coquere,  aut  unus  fumosus  Calefactof 
<'  centum  magna  hypocausta  ex  illis  calefacer^  possit!!!** 
Epist.  Ohscurtrum  Virorum ! 

(i)  <'  Haec  SAT  brit,  Diva^,  Testnim  cecinisse'  Poetam.'* 
So  said  ViROfL,]:  and  so  saya  my  friend  Octavius,  to  whose 
judgment  I  lubmit,  and  write  this  note  in  conclusion  for  the 
present,  that  I  may  offer  and  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
all  Poets,  Orators,  and  Writers,  sacred  and  profane,  a  sentence 
from  Swift,  which  I  could  wish  to  see  engraven  in  letters  of 
gold,  as  an  everlasting  admonition.  It  is  this;  *'  To  say  the 
**  ttuth,  no  part  of  knowledge  seems  to  be  in/ewer  kands^  thai 
V  that  of  discerning  when  to  have  done.'*    (k794*) 

*  Ovid.  Met.  Lib.  3.  {  Virg.  Eel.  lo.  ▼.  70. 
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Michelangelo  Buonarotti, 
Inpersma  t^EL&A  Nottb  Adoormentata.  (f) 

Grat^  mi  }  il  smno^  efiA  Vesser  di  sasso^ 
Mefitrt  cht  il  daftto  t  la  i/ergognu  Jura ; 
Nm  'veier^  *oh  sentitj  m'^  ^an  t/enima  •• 
f^erp  apn  mi  distort  maMt^rla  hassom 


r 


WO  years  have  passed  since  I  published  "  The  first. 
^*  Part  of  the  Pursuits  of  Literature."  I  now  offer  a 
Continuation   of  it  to  the  attention  of  those   persons  wIiQ 

may 

i» . — , . « 

{a)  First  printed  in  Slay  1796. 
(?)  Statua  dcllii  No^e,  scolpita  da  Michel  Angelo* — ^V,  Vite 
f^  Pittori,  &c.  di  Vasari,   p^rt.  }*   del  vol.  2.   p.  159*  edit^ 
^}ogna,  1647,  I 
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y  Feel  themselves  interested  in  such  researches;  the 
subjects  of  which  are,  in  their  events  important  to  us 
all.  What  I  observed  of  the  First  Part,  I  observe  of  this, 
and  the  following  Parts,  "  that  no  imitation  is  intended  of 
any  former  poem/*  That  it  will  attract  some  attention  in 
some  places,  I  am  confident ;  but  it  will  be  idle  to  make  any 
conjecture  as  to  the  author.  He  is,  and  will  be,  concealed 
upon  motives  very  different  from  the  apprehension  of  any 
private  resentment.  I  dissuade  every  person  from  flippant 
and  random  application  of  any  suppofed  name ;  it  is  as  un« 
just  as  it  is  absurd.  ''  Flebit .  et  insignis  tota  cantabitur 
**  urbe*,*'  was  said  of  old,  but  I  do  not  say  this ;  though  I 
recommend  to  every  gentleman  and  lady  of  eminent  sagacity 
and  curiosity  to  remember,  that  thefe  is  a  darkness  whicl| 
may  be  felt« 

As  to  jtfae  subject  of  Satire  in  general,  I  will  a4d  a  few 
words,  as  they  are  not  wholly  unimportant,  and  as  they 
explain  my  own  ideas.  All  reprehension  of  vice,  or  of 
folly,  or  of  any  iporal  depravity,  must  cease  at  once,  if  it 
is  required  of  the  au.thQr  of  th^  reprehension,  that  he  be 
blameless  himself  in  the  strict,  T)r  indeed  in  any,  sense  of 
that  word.  But  if  the  enumeration  of  evils,  wickedness, 
folly,  extravagance,  abuse  of  knowledge  in  theory  or  in 
practice,  and  a  censure  of  such  actions  and  of  such  opiniom , 
be  considered  as  the  production  of  a  mind  bad,  reprehen- 
sible, and  unquiet  in  itself,  I  fear,  that  few  philofophen  art 
exempted  from  the  charge. 

In  my  opinion,  the  Philosopher  himself  is  a  Satirist^ 
speaking  to  the  world  at  large,  without  a  specific  reference 

*  Hon  Lib.  2^  S.  i.  v.  45, 
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jto  eny  Bation.  The  Satirist,  (in  the  common  acctptattoa 
of  the  word)  is  a  writer  in  poetry  or  in  prose,  who 
addresses  himself  to  a  peculiar  part  of  the  world,  and 
geaerally  to  his  own  countrymen,  calling  them  to  a 
view  of  their  faults,  follies,  or  vices,  which  are  destructive 
of  society,  of  government,  of  good  manners,  or  of  good 
literature.  The  philosophic  Satirist  effects  his  purpose 
by  appealing  to  man  and  his  nature;  the  modern  poet  sup« 
posing  and  ackowledging  the  truth  of  these  original  prin* 
ciples,  aigues  virtually  from  them,  but  directs  his  attention 
to  existing  persons,  circumstances,  opinions,  and  books, 
in  his  own  times.  He  illustrates  his  doctrine  by  that 
forcible  appeal,  assisted  by  learning,  wit,  and  ridicule; 
with  an  honest  endeavour  to  uphold  the  common  cause  of 
wisdom,  of  truth,  and  of  virtue ;  without  which  criticism  ii 
Sialignity,  and  satire  is  scandal. 

Yet,  however  e^icellent,  the  work  of  any  Satirist  If 
transitory  as  to  it's  immediate  subject.  But  as  it  is  a  view 
of  life  designed  (a)  to  t>e  presented  to  other  times,  as  well 
as  those  in  which  it  is  wrkten,  the  necessity  of  an  author's 
furnishing  Noies  to  his  own  composition  [b)  is  evident,  to 

clear 


i«» 


{a)  I  refer  the  reader  to  Dean  Swift's  dedication  to  Prince 
Pofterity. 

(i)  '*  The  notes  I  wish  to  h  very  large  in  what  relates  to  the 
'*  persons  concerued :  for  I  have  long  observed  that,  twenty 
f*  miles  from  London,  nobody  understands  hints,  initial  letters, 
f*  or  town  facts  and  passages,  and  in  a  few  years  not  even  those 
*f  who  live  in  London.'*  Swift's  Letter  to  Pope.  July  i4,  172s. 
I^ope's  Works,  vol.  9.  p.  1x7.  J>rarhuTtoH*%  edition,  %yo. 
1|^.B.  pr.  Joseph  Warton  observes  in  his  edition  of  Pope, 

ToL 


i^eair  up  for  himself  such  difficulties  as  the  lapse  of  tlme^ 
(and  iodeed  of  a  very  little  time)  would  unavoidably  create. 
This  is  a  privilege  and  a  liberty  which  was  denied  to  the 
ancients,  which  Drydeo  ,rejected»  and  Pope  partially 
adopted* 

After  these  few  observations,  (which  I  thought  necessary, 
or  I  would  not  have  written  them)  I  offer  this  continuation 
of  the  poem  to  my  readers,  not  without  the  spirit  of  a  writer 
whohas  endeavoured  well.  I  will  also,  upon  reflection,  add  the 
words  of  MiX-TON ;  "  I  do  not  look  tc  be  afked,  wherefore 
♦•  I  wrote  this  book;  it  being  no  difficulty  to  answer,  thai  I 
•♦  did  it  to  those  ends,  which  the  best  men  propose  to  them* 
♦•  selves  when  they  wfitCt*' 


▼ol.  4^  p.  3^3.  that,  this  observation  of  Swift  *<  is  ii  mortifying 
^«  reflection  to  the  writers  of  Satire,  and  daily  topics  of  ccn- 
♦»  sure.'*  I  have  tak^n  particular  care  in  my  poem  to  prevent 
fkis  ^m§rttfcatt9n^ 


#■■■■  <■■ 
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Avitqvcaf 

Lycophron.  Cassandnu  v»  I5ii< 


AUTHOR. 

ixLL  hail  to  Cestria,  and  hex  mitred  lord  !  (a) 
And  may  the  Muse  in  lasting  strains  record 
That  lawn'd  Endymion  of  a  happier  age> 
Who,  wild  with  rapture  and  empiric  rage. 

Oil 

(*)  First  pnblhhed  in  May,  'T796» 

(4)  John  Wilkins,  Bishop  of  Chcbter  in  the  last  century, 
wrote  a  celebrated  "  Discourse  concerning  the  possibility  of  a 
^  passage  to  the  moon."  Upon  my  word.  Philosopher  is  a  veiy 
feasant  thing,  and  has  variiouiuiess  one  of  the  best  is,  is 
9iMkts  us  laugh  sonctimct. 
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On  b6ld  aspiring  pinion  could  presume 
To  journey  through  ,the  vast  ethereal  gloom; 
'    Who  tir'd  of  earth,  and  dreams  of  gowned  resti 
Sunk  in  the  elysium  of  his  Cynthia's  breast ! 

But  ah  I  for  us  those  wizard  wonders  cease : 
-   In  war>  death,  pestilence,  or  dang^'rous  peace,  210 
Condemn*d  to  groan  in  this  disordered  hour, 
Victors  and  victims  of  th*  unhallow'd  powV, 
That  bids  the  western  world  or  rouse  or  weep, 
O'erwhelm'd  beneath  the  formidable  deep. 

V 

OCTAVIUS. 

Of  France  {a)  enough :  go  bend  before  that  tomb. 
Where  other  palms  and  other  laurels  bloom, 

Whcro 

{a)    I  can  mention  no  lines  so  expressive  of  the  sttte  of 
Prance,  (1796)  as  the  following  adapted  Iroxsi  Boileau. 

**  Dechirans  a  Penvi  leur  propre  Repubiique, 
*^  Lions  contre  Lions,  parens  contre  parens, 
'*  Coaibattent  follement  poua  i.b  croix  dbs  ttraks  f"4> 

To  some  persons  the  following  sublime  picture,  as  drawn  \>J 

the 
*  BoiieaU|  Sat.  8.  v«  132, 
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Where  Maro  sleeps;  or  in  the  Sabine  shade. 

Or  in  severe  Aquinum's  inmost  glade. 

Fast  by  Volterra's  dark  Etrurian  grove. 

With  Boileau's  (^)  art,  and  Dryden's  rapture  rove. 

Be  wbe  betimes,  and  in  resistless  prose  221 

Leave  Burke  alone  to  thunder  on  our  foes:     . 

Let 


the  naster  hand  of  that  mighty  poet  Lycophron,  will  hive 
^s  force,  under  the  same  allusion. 

It^IaCcj  tov  oi/xariQ^ov  c^^x^v  voixnv* 
Kuratf  Vi(pqixav  l\  i(rre  XvHh  7<^ft<a 
Ev  arm  irv^ojv  e^  atxqav  ivSaXXErou, 
FoAi  yuMtuuinff  km  xaretppayaif  itfirXWf 


(*)  Boileau.— He  was  the  most  perfect  of  all  modem  writers 
»  true  taste  and  judgment.  His  sagacity  was  unerring;  he 
combined  every  ancient  excellence,  and  appears  original  eveir in 
the  adoption  of  acknowledged  thoughts  and  allusions.  He  i^ 
the  just  and  adequate  rcprcseDtative  of  Horace,  Juvenal,  and 
f^nius  united,  without  one  indecent  blemish ;  and  for  my  owa 

part 
f  Lycophron.  Cassandra,  v.  249. 
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Let  W^u&tld  (e)  rant,  ajod  pallid  Thelwall  b»wl# 
Lords  of  misrule,  in  anarchy's  wild  .iiall; 
Such  prophets  as  ere  long  Home  Tooke  may  save» 
'And  hide  apd  feed  byfiftia  (</)  in  a  cave. 

You 

part  \  luvc  always  coosiderrd  him  as  the  most  finished  gentUmdn 
that  ever  wrote.  I  have  spoken  more  at  large  of  this  poet  ia 
the  Introductory  Letter  to  the  P.  of  L. 

(r)  WakeHeld*  Whenever  I  think  of  the  name  of  GilUrt 
Wdkefield^  and  look  zt  the  list  of  his  works,  (for  I  would  not 
undertake  to  read  them  ally)  I  feel  alternate  sorrow  and 
indignation.  His  learning  and  sagacity  are  indeed  sufficient  to 
entitle  him  to  some  patronage,  and  to  the  removal  of  every  want^ 
But  his  spirit  is  so  restless,  his  temper  is  so  overbearing  and 
tyrannical,  {I  speak  from  the  cwsideration  ef  his  luorks  alone^)  his 
contempt  for  others  is  so  gre^t,  and  his  personal  vanity  so 
conspicuous,  that  even  Literature  begins  to  be  weary  of  him. 

But  wh^n  I  turn  to  his  religious  and  political  opinions^  I  find 
all  the  virulence  and  asperity  of  the  reformer ;  all  the  insolence 
and  even  impudence  of  the  assertors  of  equality ;  a  want  of 
decent,  or  even  of  comnH>n  respect  to  digniiied  characters;  and  a 
mind  (daturally  designed  for  better  exertions,  and  cultivated  in 
the  groves  of  an  university)  hostile  and  implacable  to  every 
establish nSent|  and  with  a  strong  tendency  even  to  *  satrguinary 

persecution^ 


*  Sec  (if  it  is  worth  while)  Gilbert  Wakefield's  pamphlet 
entitled  "  Remarks  on  the  General  Orders  given  by  the  Duke  of 
•*  York  to  his  army,  July  7,  1794,  respecting  the  decree  of  the 
f*  French  ConveatioDi  to  give  no  quarter  to  the  British  and 

**  Haoovcriaoif 
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¥ou  re^  perchance  a  minister  in  books^  (/) 
And  know  an  honest  statesman  by  his  looks  i 
Think  in  debates  the  spirit  may  be  seen, 
In  Thurlow  just,  in  Wedderburne,  serene  j  30 

la 

Penecution.    I  speak  of  him  at  a  public  man  \  I  have  no 

Contempt  of  his  attainmenrs.    But  I  will  never  suffer  him,  nor 

^tiy  other  man,  who  obtrudes  himself  and  his  political  principles 

i^cd  measures  upon  the  pub]iC|  to  pass  me  without  notice;  or  aa 

the  poet  strongly  expresses  it,  .    . 

Giomerare  sub  antro 
Fumiferam  nDctem,  commixtis  igne  tinebris^  {a\ 

without  the  reprehension  he  deserves.  (1796.) 

W  Bjf^ties.  ••  Obadiah  took  the  fin>/ihets^  and  hid  them  bjr 
^ fifty  in  a  cave,  and  fed  them  tuith  bread  and  nuater?*  Kings,  B.  i. 
^•18.  V.  4.    In  the  provisions  of  that  most  important,  and  I 

wish. 
"^  ■■  ■■  ' —  ■         — -^ 

Hanoverians,  1794/*  I  only  mention  this  or  any  of  IVfr.  Wake- 

teld'i  writings  for  their  s/iirit  and  tendency^  as  the  compositions 

1^  worth  little  notice.    I  shall  not  at  present  wander  through. 

•i«  **  Silva  Critica,"  "  Ubi  passim  palantes  Errw^  recto  dc  tramite 

**  pellit."  (^)    His  ravages  on  Virgil  and  Horace,  in  his  late 

^tioni  of  them,  are  often  as  shocking  to  taste  as  to  truth. 

^ndey's  hook  (I  beg  pardon  for  coupling  the  names)  was 

i^thbg  to  the  levelling  axe  of  Gilbert  Wakefield.  If  {tfr.  Wake. 

.'^U  does  not  write  with  greater  care  and  abiliiiy  than  he  hat 

Jiitberto  shewn,  neither  men^  nor  gods^  nor  columns  will  permic 

***  works  to  be  extant  very  long. 

(«)  Virg.  Mxx^  8.  v;  254.       (3)  Hor.  L.2,  Sat.  ].  v.  48^ 

H 
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*  ■  * 

InGrenville,  firmness;  majesty,  in  Piit; 
And  in  Dundas,  the  courage  to  submit. 
Proud  of  your  keen  discernment  }'0u  retire, 
Smit  with  the  fame  of  Rollo's  bard  {g)  and  squi: 
.  You  print   (poor  man!)  your  satire  and  your  S' 
Correct  as  Gifford,  or  as  Cowper,  stroiig. 


AUTHOR. 


Yes:  to  my  country's  justice  I  appeal. 
Nor  dread  the  press,  the  guillotine,  nor  wheel. 


wish  I  could  say,  perpetual  act,  (passed  in  1799)  for  previ 
«editioui  assemblies,  &c.  &c.  &c.  it  is  specified,  that  n< 
these  prophets,  or  lecturers,  or  diviners  in  democracy. 
4neet  in  greater  numbers  than  hyffty  in  a  cave,  or  elsew 
and  considering  the  inflammatory  nature  of  their  dtsord* 
U  devoutly  to  be  wished,  that  they  may  be  kept  upon  the 
cooling  diet.    (1796.) 

(/*>  I  ^ftl'ude  tOHthe  profound  knowledge  which  bus) 
^acquire  of  th^  most  secret  designs  of  the  British,  or  even  of  f< 
cabinets,-— -from  the  news-papers.  Nothing  is  so  pleasan 
hear  men  assert  without  the  least  hesitation  what  they  h 
the  intention  of  Minister?.  I  really  envy  the  satisfactioi 
feci,  when  they  communicate  their  discoreries  to^  such 
lightened  and  ignorant  men  as  nyseifr' 
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Kor  fulsome  praise,  nor  coldness  of  neglect, 

■ 

Nor  all  that  poets  meet,  but  scarce  expect:        4* 
Yet  though  the  question  I  shall  never  fear, 
A  rhyming  culprit's  bold  confession  hear. 

Memory  I  have,  not  Middleton(/)  has  more; 
Plays  I  could  frame,  like  Ireland,  [k)  by  the  score; 
Could  sing  of  gardens,  yet  well  pleas'd  to  see 
Walpole  (/)  and  Nature  may,  for  once,  agree; 
Could  give  with  Darwin^  to  the  hectic  kind, 

Receipts  in  verse  to  shift  the  north-east  wind  {m) ; 

With 

(;)  Dr.  Lawrence ;  Author  or  Editor  of  the  Rolliad,  Proba- 
tionaiy  Odes,  &c. 

(/)  The  famous  witness  on  Mr.  Hastings^s  trial,  the  disciple 
•fThemistocles. 

(i)  The  publisher  of  the  newly-found  manuscripts  in  Sliak- 
ipeare*s  own  hand  writing.  The  reader  will  find  more  on  this 
tobject  in  the  course  of  this  Second  Dialogue. 

(/)  Read  (it  well  deserves  the  attention)  that  quaint,  but 
most  curious  and  learned,  writer's  excellent  Essay  on  Modern 
Gardening,  at  the  end  of  his  Lives  of  the  Painters, 

(»)  See  Dr.  Darwin's  Loves  of  the  Plants,  and  a  long  and 
pleasant  note,   in  which  the  Doctor  thinks  it  very  feasible  to 

H  z  manage 
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With  Price  (if)  and  Knight  ffoundsiynegkci  improre. 

And  banish  use,  for  naked  Nature's  lovc»  . 

Lakes,  forests,  rivers,  in  one  landscape  drawn> 
My  park,  a  county,  and  a  heath,  my  lawn; 

AVith  Knight,  man's  civil  progress  (o)  could  rehearse. 

Put  Humej  or  Smith,  or  Tacitus  in  vcrse^ 

And," 

Inanage  tbe  windt,  (and  crery  thing  else  I  believe)  at  Us  ple^ 
sujei  by  a  littU  philosophy*  I  never  read  any  thing  so  com* 
fortable  in  my  life*  Martinus  Scriblcnis  will  be,  after  all,  a 
legitimate  natural  philosopher.  It  appears  to  me,  that  Dr« 
Darwii^^ft  imgmcmi  nndentanding  is  pecnliarly  9d|tptod  lo  solve 
the  following  problem  in  natmral  philosophy:  '*  Whitbsk, 
^*  the  hybemal  frigidity  of  the  Antipodes^  passing  in  an  ortho« 
^*  gonal  line  through  the  homogeneous  solidity  of  the  center,  • 
^  might  warm  the  anperfieial  conntxity  of  enr  heels  by  a  soft 
*'  amiperistasls  ?"  I  have  given  a  translation  of  this  great  and 
useful  problem,  (as  the  French  Philosopher  Pantagrael  is  not 
quite  so  intelligible  in  the  original,)  that  Dr.  Darwin  may  discuss 
it  at  large  in  the  next  edition  of  his  Zoonomia,  which  is  much . 
to  be  desired.  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  <*  Creme  Philcsopkjque 
^  des  Qiiestbns  Encydopedlques,"  at  the  end  of  Rabdab 
Book  5.  The  true  cream  of  their  modern  Encyclopedie  is  to  b^ 
found  in  the  French  Revolution,  1789,  &c. 

(«)  Price  and  Knight.— See  the  various  treatises,  all  curioi|f 
and  in  some  degree  pleasant,  on^e  subject  of  landscape,  and 
the  art  of  laying  out  grounds.  Knight  and  Price,  versus  Mason 
and  Brown,  Reptom,  Moderator.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
decision  M  die  bar  of  X^%\  bvt  I  ^erUinty  wpiild  oo(  bring  the 
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And,  while  Silenus  and  his  votaries  nod. 
Quaff  Paphian  grossness  from  my  chrystal  {fi)  God. 

Or 


oxiit  in  the  court  at  Guildhall.  With  the  giants  on  the  Jury,  and 
I^rd  Kenyon  for  the  judge,  there  certainly  would  be  a  verdict 
for  the  Brobdignag  Gardeners,  Knight  and  Price.    (1796.) 

(9}  See  and  read  (if  po6sibIe)  what  Mr.  R.  P.  Knight  calls 

t  Didactic  Poem,  **  The  Progress  of  Civil  Society,  in  six 

''^books,  4to."    I  protect  I  speak  impartially,  when  I  assert  that 

Mr;  Knight  seems  to  have  no  other  idea  of  poetry,  than  that  of 

liaes  and  syllables  put  into  a  measure  with,  now  and  then,  some 

little  attention  to  )^mtnar:  I  mean,  when  he  writes  verses 

himself.    For  if  be  conceives,  that  the  versification  of  Montes« 

f  uieu's  Spirit  of  Laws,  Tacitus  on  the  Germans,  Smith  on  the 

Wealth  of  Nations,  Robertson's  Introduction  to  his  History 

flf  Charie*-  V.  Stuart  on  the  View  of  Society  in  Europe,  and 

mcb  works,  is  fioetry^  there  is  no  help  for  him,  he  must  be  suf« 

itfed  to  rl^fmiw.  *'  Dogmatizeren  vers,et  rimer  par  chapitres."(^) 

It  is  tmpbsuble  to  criticize  or  examine  the  whole  in  a  note, 

bat  I  will  give  a  specimen  of  such  observations  as  I  should  make, 

if  I  were  to  go  through  the  whole  of  this  tedious  pieceof  work. 

3bfr«  K*  is  very  fond  of  beginning  all  his  books  viith  douht^  like 

^  true  philosopher  \  he  always  uses  the  words  ^'  Whether  this, 

••  or  ^whther  that — or  whether  the  other,*' — is  the  case ;  never 

deciding  the  point,  nor  giving  even  a  doubtful  solution  of 

^oubtJFul  doubts,  as  Mr.  Hume  kindly  used  to  do;    But  whether 

lidr.  K«  understands  himself,  even  in  the  very  beginning  of  h!s 

jpoeiDi  niay  be  a  doubt;  but  nvhether  his  readers  understand 

H  3  himj^ 

{a)  Bfoileau^  Sat,  8,  v.  la^ 


[     ''8    ] 

Or  I  could  scribble  (j)  for  historic  fame. 

Like  Gillies,  feeblcj  formal,  dull,  and  tame;  {qq) 

Then 


him,  is  no  doubt  ^  all.  He  begins  thus ;  Book  the  fint ;  Vers^ 
%ht  first.  (I  uke  the  verses  at  the  very  beginning,  to  shew  my 
impartiality.) 

"  ffliether  primordial  motion  sjirang  to  life 

From  the  \frild  war  of  elemental  strife* 

In  central  chains  the  mass  inert  conJuCd^  ' 

And  sublimated  matter  into  mind ; 

Or  nxihether  one  great,  all  pervading  soul,  &o. 

Or    ■ 

Whether^  in  Fate*s  eternal  fetters  hound 

Mechanic  Nature ^or/  her  endless  round,  &c.  &e. 

In  all  thi$  mist  and  darkness  which  he  flings  around  him,  I  am 
certain  that  it  is  impossible  for  Mr.  Knight  to  look  through  this 
preparation  of  the  poetical  sky  for  the  metaphysical  deluge 
which  ensues,  when  he  is  to 

•*  Trace  out  the  slender  sfcial  links  that  bind 

*'  In  order^%  chain,  the  chaos  of  mankind,  &c.  &c/' 

Ohejam  satis-^But  then  I  am  told  there  are  so  many  pretty  and 
intelligible  passages  (I  grant  it,  Horum  simflicitas  miserabilis !) 
in  this  and  toother  poem  [I  must  mean  the  Landscape;)  and  the 
ladies  say  it  is  so  charming  to  wish  to  be  buried  under  an  ^aJt, 
and  so  romantic.  See  p«  153*  I  wish  from  my  soul  that  all 
the  democracy  and  infidelity  in  the  kingdom  were  buried  under 
the  great  guardian  oak  of  England,  and  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Knight 
confined  in  the  5tem  of  it.  He  might  cry  out  as  lustily  as  Poly* 
dorus,  and  all  the  conjurers  of  the  Dilettanti  might  assist  al 
the  disinchantment  if  they  pleased, 

N.B.Ian 


[    «i9    ] 

Then  tir'd  of  truth,  like  Cox  E,  to  fable  stray, 
And  vie  with  Croxall  in  my  notes  on  Gay.  (r)       60 

I  could 

I  am  infinitely  indebted  to  Mr.  Richard  Payne  Knighc 
for  the  liononr  he  has  been  pleased  to  confer  on  my  note  in  the 
First  Dialogue  of  this  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Lkeraturei  see 
p.  17,  &c.  of  htM  Preface  to  his  Progress  of  Civil  Society. 

**  If  Mr.  Knight's  bed  be  a  bed  of  tomires,  he  has  made  it  for 
''  himself."  (a)  I  did  mit  name  him,  as  the  author  of  the 
£ssayoNTHK  WoasHip  of  Priafus,  but  he  has  now  named 
himself.  I  am  glad  howerer  that  he  has  some  sense  of  shame 
left,  by  endeaTouring  to  explain  away  one  of 'the  most  unbe** 
coining  and  indecent  treatises  which  ever  disgraced  the  pen  of  a 
man  who  would  be  thought  a  scholar  and  a  philosopher;  and  I 
JKnevere  in  that  opinion,  and  could  be  tempted  to  copy  even 
>"7  former  note,  (i)  Mr.  K.  had  better  have  kept  to  bis  Pfinci/tia^ 
K  B,  r,  A,  xtX.  See  his  Greek  alphabet.  I  hope  he  will 
^  better  in  future,  and  spare  me  more  trouble  \  for  I  am^s 
wd  of  him  as.  he  can  be  of  me. 

As  Mr.  Knight  is  a  Mem)>er  of  Parliament,  I  must  fairly  tell 
bim,  that  if  he  1^  appointed  Chairman  of  any  polite  poetical 
Committee,  and  any  more  **  re/iwrts  Progress,  and  asks  leave 
^  to  kit  again,"  the  motion  will  be  negatived  ly  the  toholt  kmtei 

('796.)    , 

(y»)  "  Vitreo  bibit  ille  Priapo."  Juv,  Sat.  2.  v.  95.  Sec 
Mr.  Knight'»  £i>say  on  the  Worship  of  Priapus,  and  my  note  OQ 

it  in  the.  First  Dialogue  of  this  Poem. 

^■^^^— ^     .lilt  II  I    ■— — ^—1 ^1—— — — ^i*i^i.»^^—^i»ii«i.^i 

(a)  I  quote  Junius  in  English,  as  I  would  Tacitus  or  Livy 
Vol  Latin.    I  consider  him  as  a  legitimate  English  classic. 

(h)  See  the  First  Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L.— I  have  been  told 
that  Five  Guineas  is  the  price  of  The  Essay  on  Priapqs,  \i  % 
^P7  il  At  Any  time  to  t^e  fold ! 

H4 


I  could»  like  Seward,  if  for  scraps  ytns  call. 
Turn  public  bagman,  (j)  train'd  in  Walpole's  stall 


<f)  Soon  after  Mr.  Gibbon  had  published  the  second  and  thi 
Volumes  of  his  Roman  History,  the  late  Duke  of  Cumberla] 
incidentally  itoet  him»  and  intending  to  pay  him  a  great  corop 
ment,  said ;  *^  How  do  you  do,  Mr.  Gibbon  ?  1  see  you  a 
•♦  always  at  it,  the  old  way,  scrMUy  scrihile^  scribhU^^^ — The 
art  various  judges  of  historical  wricingi  from  Qiiintilian  to  t 
httf  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

Dr.  GiLLiBs  wrote  the  History  of  Greece^  &c.  in  a  mann 
quite  different  from  Mr.  Gibbon;  but,  according  to  Flin) 
good-humoured  observation;  **  Historia  quoqup  modo  scrip 
♦*  dclectat,"    (1796.) 

_  t 

Xf^)  The  epithets  in  the  verse  are  designed  to  characterise! 
ksritings  of  Dr.  Gillies*  There  is  some  learning,  great  diligenc 
attention,  and  application ;  but  no  marks  of  genius  or  of  streng 
In  his  comp(Aitions.  Sed  tamen  in  pretio.  And  I  vish  the 
to  biB  sO|  as  the  Doctor  \%  a  man  of  good  intentions,  a  pasiab 
Kholar,  an  indefatigable  reader,  aqd  of  most  respectable  chj 
racter.    I  speak  of  nothing  but  his  writings.     (1 796.) 

\jr\  Fables  by  John  Gay,  illustrated  'mith  notes  by  Wix,lia 
CoxE,  M.A.  F.R.  S.  F.S.A.  Rector  of  Bemerton,  Prebendai 
of  Sarum,  Domestic  Chaplain  to  the  Lord  Bithop  of  S^li&bur 
late  Fellow  of  King's  College,  Caipbridge,  Member  of  tt 
Imperial  CKconomical  Society  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  of  ti 
Ko^al  Society  of  Sciences  at  Copenhagen,  Chaplain  to  H.  C 
the  Duke  of  Marfborough;  &c.  &c.  &c. !!!  (1796.)  Wfaa 
•will  Mr.'Coxc  write  next?  To  be  sure  Addison  did  gravel 
comment  on  Chevy  Chace.  lam  hot  inclined  to  make  an 
other  comparison*    (1796.) 

(1)  See  (for  they  are  very  entertaining,  but  very  dear)  Mi 
Seward's  Anecdotp  of  distinguished  Persons,   Itc.    in  fou 

volumes 


*  / 


Or  to  Cytharon,  from  the  Trcdsurjrp  mbrc^ 

Aad,  like  Sir  James  Bland  Burgess,  (/)  murmur  love  2 

Or  with  Fitzpatrick^  mark  the  space  between 

A  tainted  strumpet  and  a  spotless  Queen;  (//) 

Could 

voloiDtt.  I  prefer  Mr.  Seward  to  everj  compiler  of  anecdote^* 
except  the  I^on.  Mr.  Horace  WAIpole»  now  Lord  Orford.  A 
mitiwg  Uhrmy  is  Tefy  convenient  and  pleasant  to  one's  friends. 
(1796. )-rI  hope  Mr.  S.  may  hereafter  present  the  pablic  with 
•imiiar  works,  but  in  single  volumes, 

(/)  I  allude  to  Sir  James  Bland  Bargess's  Poem,  entitled, 
^  The  Birth  and  Triumph  of  L6ye.  !*'  Hccompanied  by  the 
prettiest  little  designs  of  the  Amoretti  alati  by  one  of  the  fairest^ 
Ibost  ingeniout,  and  most  illustrious  handi  {a)  in  the  kingdoni. 
8tr  Jamesi  Ute  Under  Secretary  of  State,  is  very  properly,  (at 
all  Under  Secretaries  of  State^or  Chief  Secretaries  in  the  Trea* 
stuy,  shoold  be,)  attentive  to  his  character,  and  is  particularly 
afraid  of  the  smallest  Cupid  without  a  muKxk.  Sir  James  sayf^ 
^  That  boy  and  that  boy's  deeds  shall  not  pollute  my  measure.'* 
Sl  1.  Now  when  I  consider  what  Virgil  and  Tasso  have  said 
fuul  syng  of  ^*  that  boy  and  that  boy's  deeds/'  it  is  a  little  prudish 
in  Sir  James  Bland  Burgesi,  Baronet  and  Poet,  on  such  a  subjecC 
to  have  such  fears.  P^  poet  may  be  a  little  playful.  But  Sir 
James  Bland  Burgess  is  right  after  all;  there  certainly  should  bo 
none  but  the.  most  virtuous  persons  about  Secretaries  of  State^ 
and  in  the  precincts  of  the  Treasury,  though  now  and  then  a 
itraggler  of  another  description  will  be  found,  notwithstanding 
the  unremitted  diligence  and  undiverted  attention  of  Georg^ 
Rose,  Esq.  (1796.) 

(//)  A  line  taken  from  the  Political  Eclogue,  intitled  **  The 
^^  I^ars}^^  the  mostfinishedof  all  the  productions  of  th^  Authora 

of 
(^)  H.  i;.  H,  the  Princess  Elisabeth. 


[  111  ] 

Could  furoish  feasts  for  each  Parnassian  prig, 

A  Flormtt  goose,  three  dotklings,  and  we  (v)  pig ; 

With  Spartan  Pyc  («)  lull  England  to  repose, 

'  Or 

ef  the  Rolliad.  Public  report  has  assigned  this  classical  bat  torn 
Tree  composition  to  the  keea«  sarcastic  pen  of  General  Fits* 
.  Patrick.  **  Such  is  the  Bard  whose  distich  s^mt  commend/'  &c. 
I  majr  be  mistaken  as  to  the  Author,  but  I  have  selected  this 
eclogue  to  reprobate  the  licentious  spirit  which  pervades  the 
whole  of  it.  The  Art  of  Political  Lying  indeed  was  not  invenlcd 
by  Lord  North,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Pitt,  General  Fitzpatrtck,  or 
any  modern  Statesman.  It  is  an  ancient  and  approved  art  If 
John  Bull. 

(«r)  A  Florence  goose/ &c.— See  a  publication,  endtled,  ^  As 
•^  Ode  to  an  Eton  Boy,  ^bret  Sonnets,  and  Ont  Epigram:**  bf 
William  Parsons,  Esq.  This  gent.eman  is  the  fairest  of.  all 
Mr.  Gray's  Critics:  he  even  allows  the  superiority  of  kit 
genius,  and  gives  hi$  vwn  verses  in  Mr.  Gra}^s  measure.  The 
Mqmity  of  the  principles  and  of  thv  understanding  is  sometiniQI 
unaccountable. 

a 

{x)  Sfartan  Pye. — Mr.  Pyc,  the  present  poet  Laureat,  with 
the  best  intentions  at  this  moiiiencous  period,  if  not  with  the 
very  best  poetry,  translated  the  verses  of  Tyrtaeos  the  Sparuo^ 
They  were  designed  to  produce  animation  throughout  the  king* 
dom,  and  among  the  Militia  in  particular.  Several  of  tlm 
Rinjtiwing  Generals  (I  do  not  mean  the  Monthly  or  Critical) 
were  much  impressed  with  their  weight  and  importance,  and  ac 
a  board  of  General  Officers,  an  experiment  was  agreed  upoo^ 
which  unfortuhately  failed.  They  were  read  aloud  at  Warlef 
Common,  and  at  Barham  Downs  by  the  Adjutants,  at  the  head 
of  five  different  regiments,   at  each  camp,    and  mach    was 

exjiecttJrf, 


C    1^3    ] 

Or  frighten  children  with  Lenora's  [y)  woes :        jq 
I  could— 

ocTAViys. 

Do  what?— where  will  your  vaunting  reach? 
1$  this  a  prelude  to  your  parting  speech  ? 

AUTHOR. 

ctpc^ted.  But  before  they  were  half  finUhed,  all  the  front 
'  niikf|  and  as  many  of  the  others  as  were  within  hearing  or 
▼eneiboty  dropped  their  arms  suddenly*  and  were  tdlfounifaa 
talitfX  Marquis  Townshend,  who  never  approved  of  the 
icheney  said  with  his  usual  pleasantry,  that  the  first  of  all  poeti 
Aicrved,  *<  that  Sleep  is  the  brother  of  Death."  {1796.) 

Certain  kinds  of  foitrj  and  writing  (to  which  I  have  been 

too  much  accnstonied)  may  be  added  to  the^  number  of  the 

Trvif  Ay^uyot,  or  Soporificf,  which  great  medical  writers  affirm 

to  be,  accostomed  noises,  motions,  &c.  &c.  in  short  the  'Ka^i  nrw 

|i/>ii6£a.     The  acute  physician  AaiTiEus  thus  speaks  ;*—T«vtt 

vi^tjf%  ixaai  ra  |cn^dca.  NatmxA;  picv  i  sv  wwru  xardexXiffis*, 

lUH  o  icCkxctrsn  7repi(popa^  xeu  aiytaXejy  ^X^^i  J^**  KUfjMrojTf  xrwor, 

mifuvy  rs  Cof^Sos — xrX.(«)    The  whole  passage  is  uncommonly 

Aiquent  and  sensible ;  and  my  medical  readers  will  thank  me  for 

printing  it  out.    Aretaeus,  is  perhaps,  the  first  descriptive  painter 

in  his  art.    Such  accomplished  scholars  as  the  venerable  Dr* 

Heberden,   Dr.  Glynp,  Sir  George   Baker,  Dr.  Turton,   Dr« 

Milmany    Dr.    Littlehales,    Dr.  Vivian,    and  a  few   others^ 

{J/M'm  momimt  diina  chno)  will  confirm  my  opinion. 


(«)  Aietaei  Dc  Morbis  Acutis.  cap.  1.  p.  75«  tiHu  Boerhaave,, 


With  blast  autumnal,  or  the  damp  of  age. 
What  poet  will  refuse  to  drink,  or  sjng, 
^nce  Helicon  is  now  an  Irish  spring? 
All  thirst  alike ;  which  made  Sam  Johnson 
That  no  man  visits,  where  he  cannot  drink. 
Why  should  I  feint,  when  all  with  patience 
And  Laurcat  Pye  siii^s  morfe  than  twice  a  ye; 
OCT. 

(»  A  nit  from  ihe  German,  trantlawd  by  the 
H.  J\  Pye,  Eiq.  by  J.  T.  Sualy,  Etq.  M.  P.  &c.  & 
■  i*Tt  of  Bine-Beard  story  for  the  narMry.  I  am  a: 
think  that  the  public  curiosity  (I  will  not  tay,  tasi 
Jhtc  been  occupied  with  such  Diablerie  Tudcscjue.  (17 

J&hould  however  be  unwilling  not  to  do  juitice  to  the  t 
(MciMKing  pencil  of  Lady  Di>  Bcauclerc  who  has  hon 
dtfcorued  thcrahject;  bat  tbe.painier  and  thcmusiciai 
cnployad  is  illuitratine  ailly  lubiccu  and  silly  word: 


I    W5    1 


OCTAVIUS. 


Truce  with  the  Laureat. 


AUTHOR. 


'Tis  but  what  I  think  j 
For  once  I  hopM  to  sec  the  title  sink, 
While  piety  and  virtue  graced  the  throne. 
And  genius  in  lamented  Warton  shone  : 
AyCf  while  Britannia  cries  from  shore  to  shore^ 
Augustus  reigns;  M-^cenas  is  ko  more! 


8a 


Pitt  views  alike,  from  Holwood's  sullen  brow, 
(As  near-observing  {z)  friendship  dares  avow) 

The 

(jfff)  **  Thej  scarce  can  l>ear  their  Laupeat  twia  mytar^^  So 
Sttd  Pope.  In  these  times  we  .can  bear  our  harmless  fluttering 
KrA  day  odes,  better  than  the  French  Dithyrambics  in  the 
Cffg^  of  democracy* — Mr.  Pye  is  a  man  of  learning,  and  some 
little  fimqr;  but  I  vish  his  poetry  had  more  forces 

(c)  I  must  own,  that  unless  the  Province  of  entonraging 

Lctttrsii  which  should  beloog  to  the  great,  is  administered  with 

•isdooa  and  discretion,  it  is  more  desirable  that  there  wctq  no 

fKoongement  at  all. 

In 


C    "«5    I 

The  fount  of  Pindus  or  Bceocia's  bog. 


} 


In  confirmttion  however  of  my  opinion  of  the  Minii 
refer  the  reader  to  a  pamphlet  published  in  179S»  eo 
'^  Friendly  Remarks  on  Mr.  Pitt's  Administration,  by  a 
**  Observer.**  It  is  written  by  a  good  scholar,  a  man  of  fc 
cf  an  upright  mlnd»  of  an  independent  spirit,  and  the  prii 
of  a  gentleman.  It  has  been  ascribed  to  M.  Montagu, 
hte  M»  P.  and  it  is,  I  believe,  acknowledged  by  him 
boldly  tells  the  Minister  of  his  fault,  namely  an  impro 
and  sysUmatic  <ontem/it  and  mglett  of  all  ability  cmd  literary  \ 
••  Tiicy  had  no  poet,  and  they  died," 

I  vvould  by  no  means  apply  to  Mr.  Pitt  what  Spenser  i 
the  Lord  Tieasurer  BuaLEiCH,  once  the  Chancellor  i 
University  of  Cambridge,  becau:»e  it  would  neiilier  be  tm 
just; 

Oh  let  not  Him,  of  whom  the  Muse  is  iromV, 
Alive,  nor  dead,  be  of  the  Muse  adorn'd!  (a) 

Bnt  the  Muse^  of  satire  may,  with  more  respect  and  de 
win  an  easier  way  to  the  region  of  his  sensibility,  in  the  Wi 
a  Roman  poet ; 

Felix  c  u  r  a  a  u  m  !  cui  non  Helicotua  cords 
Serta^  nee  imhellts  Parnassi  e  vertice  laurus ; 
Sed  viget  ingenium,  et  magnoi  accinctus  in  asut, 
Fert  animus  quascunque  vices ! 

These  are  the  virtues  of  a  minister  in  times  of  change, 
general  convulsion. 

History  indeed  may  say  of  Mr.  Pkt  in  the  words  of  T 
^  Incinivm   itLuiTRE  altiohbtts  studiis  juvenis   ado 

{a)  Spenser's  «•  Ruins  of  Time»'^ 


[    1^7    ] 

With  nothing  of  Maecenas,  bat  his  frog,  {a)        90 


OCTATIUS. 


^ere  spleen  (b):  Pitt  sure  is  liberal,  though  by  stealth. 

AUTHOR. 


^  dedit ;  non,  at  plerique,  ut  nomine  magnifico  segne  otiam 
^  Tdaret,  ted quoJirmi9r adnjirsmfortuita^  Rempublicam  capbs- 
**  %t%ZT*\h)  I  might  proceed  and  describe  him  as  **Opum  (r) 
*'  contemptory  recti  penricax,  constans  adversos  metus;"  but  I 
cannot  pursue  him  through  the  integral  character  of  Helvidiut 
rriscus,  because  I  conceive  Powek,  and  notFAMi^  ko  be  the 
principle  of  this  mighty  Minister  of  Great  Britain*  . 

{a)  In  the  time  of  Augustus,  during  the  administration  of 
Maecenas,  that  Minister's  seal,  bearing  the  figure  of  a  txog^ 
was  annexed  to  all  mowtybills.  I  mention  this  anecdote  at 
Curious,  and  perhaps  not  generally  known.  It  is  recorded  ia 
Pliny's  Natural  History,  Book  37*  ch.  i.  *'  Mctcenatu  Rana, 
**  §b  €olUitiMim  ficuniarum^  in  magno  terrore  erat.'*  I  also  refer 
the  reader  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough*s  Gems,  vol.2,  engraved 

privately 


^m 


(Jf)  Hist.  4.  Sect.  5« 

(r)  Though  Mr.  P.  dtfpUu  mmty^  yet  I  wish  he  would  give 
m$re  astimtion  t»  public  arc$n§my  than  he  has  hitherto  done*  He  it 
^deserving  of  much  censure  in  this  respect.    He  seems  to  have 

forgotten  what  Mr.  Burke  once  thundered  in  the  ears  of  one  of. 

lits  predecessors,  (Lord  North)  in  the  H.  of  C.    *'  Aki^nnm  e.J 

V  VscTiGAL  P«r//w«/4i."    (i797«) 


t    "8    3 


AUTHOR. 

Yes,  and  he  spares  a  nation*5  inborn  wealth ; 

AxiiQchtf 


privatelyj  aod  to  the  elegant  Latin  descriptions  of  them  bj  thft 
Rev.  Dr.  Cole,  Ute  Fellow  of  King's  Collegp  in  Cambridge. 

NotbiDg  is  so  like  as  one  Minister  to  another  in  this  respcpt ; 
hut  it  is  difficult  to  refrain  from  remarking,  that  Frogs  wcye  6M 
p{  the  plagues  of  Egypt. 

{h)  OctaTiQs  is  wrong.  I  am  neither  a  personal  nor  a  poihi* 
cal  enemy  to  Mr.  Pitt. 

I  think  Mr.  Pitt  a  powerful  and  efficient  Minister,*  omi* 
aently  adorned  with  natural  gifts  and  endowments,  and  sojemnly 
marked  oat  and  elected  to  his  great  office.  He  has  talents  Co 
conduct,  to  persuade,  and  to  command.  He  is  a  scholar ;  Iknvm 
him  to  be  such,  and  a  ripe  and  good  one.  The  low  passion  ^ 
avarice  has  no  root  in  his  mind;  but  the  sin,  by  which  the 
angels  fell,  rages  in  him  without  measure  and  without  control* 
To  tell  a  Minister,  that  pride  was  not  made/Sr  Him  or  for  any 
man,  because  he  has  nothing  which  he  has  not  received,  would 
be  to  argue  a  gross  ignorance  of  our  fallen  nature.  He  has  n6 
aervility  in  him.  Firm,  consunt,  and  unbending,  he  has  the 
principles  of  a  man,  who  knows  and  feels  what  is  demanded  of 
bim  by  bis  country.  He  comes  into  the  House  of  Commonly 
not  to  bow,  but  to  do  the  business  of  the  state,  and  he  doea  iu 
There  is  not  a  subject  presented  to  him,  evtn  caaually,  in  which 
bii  ability  i^  aot  coo^picuoHi.    He  pr^a^s  u  as  if  it  had  been  thir 

aubjeci^ 


C    "9    1 

Another  Adam  {c)  in  oeconomy. 


For 


tobject  of  his  continaed  {a)  meditation.  /«  the  conduii  of  thi 
Frtncb  luar^  he,  hit  colleagues,  and  his  allies  have  been  all  found 
WMtimg;  but  in  the  principle  just,  if  not  steady. 

Iwilladdy  that  in  respect  to  pirt$nal  individual graitfication 9 
I  regard  Mr.  Pitt  as  the  most  foutunate  man  upon  record. 
Cilled  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times  beyond  human  control, 
tnd  by  events  nor  in  the  wildest  range  of  expectation,  he  was 
placed,   almost  without  his  seeking  it,  in  the  highest  public 
station.     He  passed  at  once  to  the  innermost  of  the  temple, 
without  treading  the  vestibule.     In  the  bloom  and  vigour  of  his 
bcnlties,  (for  he  bore  the  blossom  and  the  fruit  ac  once)  and  in 
the  prime  of  life,  when  every  thing  can  charm,  that  which  can 
charm  the  most,    Power,   was  voluntarily    offered    to   him, 
confirmed,   continued,  and  established  by  his  King  and  by  his 
country*    His  faults,  his  follies,  and  his  blemishes^  (for  he  has 
all)  might  be  easily  removed,  but  I  think  he  will  not  remove  them. 
He  felt  at  once,  as  many  men  have  done  before  him,  the  highest 
ability  in  himself;  and  he  found,  what  is  denied  to  most  men  of 
pnins,  a  full  and  adiquate  exertion  of  it  in  high  office. 

My  hope  and  earnest  prayer  is,  that  the  termination  of  his 
political  labours,  and  the  result  of  this  just  and  tremendous  war 
with  the  Republic  of  France,  may  be  finally  to  establish 
**  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  eatth  Peace." 

Is  this  the  language  of  an  enemy  ?  I  respect,  nay,  I  would  de- 
fend him  :  I  wish  him  a  long  continuance  in  office:  but  1  ncvtrc^^vL 
eateruin  a  personal  regard  or  affection  for  Mr.  Pitt.     (1796.) 


(«)  In  thisrespect  Mr.  Pitt  always  reminded  me  of  Themistocles, 
as  recorded  by  the  great  historian.  *•  Outei*  ^wcfi,  f^yjej^f 
•*  |Aev  }cn«/UEi,  /AsXcrvir  J«  Cpaxurnrt^  xpxri'jros  Jn  irof 
"  «/To<rxs}KK^€iy  r»  horr^,*'    Thucyd.  Lib.  i.  Sect.  138. 


[   ^io  ] 

For  al],  but  Burke,  (i)  escape  his  searching  eye- 
Stiff  from  old  Turgot,  {e)  and  his  rigid  school. 
He  never  deviates  from  this  wholesorac  rule; 

"  Left 

{c)  Adam  Smith,  the  great  writer  on  wealth  ind  finance 
from  whom  Mr.  Pitt  learned  his  art. 

(</)  This  is  not  mentioned  as  a  censure  on  Mr.  Pitt  for  hi 
liberality,  for  I  think  the  whole  of  his  pension  merited  b 
Mr.  Burke,  though  I  wish  it  had  never  been  accepted. 

On  this  subject,  I  may  say,  that  in  '^  Mr.  Burke's  Letter  o 
the  *'  Duke  of  Bedford's  Attack  on  Him  in  the  House  of  Lords,' 
1  perceive  genius,  ability,  dignity,  imagination,  and  sights  mot 
than  youthful  poets  ever  dreamed,  and  sometimes  the  philosoph 
»of  Plato^  and  the  wit  of  Lucian.  But  what  I  esteem  most  c 
all,  I  hear  again  the  tuarmng  void  of  oKe  nubo  saw  the  afocafyfn 
and  FIRST  cried  aloud  in  £ngland,  and  to  all  the  Inhabitants  c 
Europe. 

I  cannot  describe  the  whole  composition  better  than  in  th 
words  of  that  Poet,  who  would  have  been  proud  to  recor 
the  workmanship  of  Edmund  Burke.  Brontes,  Steropes,  an 
Pyracmon,  it  will  be  allowed,  have  all  had  their  share  in  th 
fabrication  of  this  ia/hrmatum/u/mtn* 

*^  Tres  imbris  torti  radios,  tres  nubis  aquosae 

**  Addiderant,  rutili  tres  ignis  et  alitis  austri ; 

•<  Fulgores  nunc  terrificos,  soBitumque  metumque 

*'  Misccbant  opcri,  fiammisque  sequacibus  iras."  {a)    (1796' 

{e)  Mr.  Turgor,  ci  devant  Controller  General  of  Frcnc 
Finance:  the  founder  of  the  modern  O  economic  School, 

Modern  State  Oeconomy  often  seems  to  consist  in  spending  0 
squandering*  the  greatest  possible  sums  in  the  least  possible  tiniie 

(«}  Virg.  i£n,  8.  ¥.429, 


/ 
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•*     Left  to  themselves  all  find  their  level  price, 
"    Potatoes,  verses,  turnips,  greek,  and  rice/' 


OCTAVIUS. 


Strange  times  indeed  to  banter  on  finance i 
t^ray,  if  you  call  him  frugal,  think  of  France;    loO 


AUTHOR. 


Well,  rU  be  brief;  with  France  he  must  contend j 
*3rhere  I  will  own,  and  feel  myself  his  friend, 
^nd  sing  with  Burke's  or  Maro*s  borrowed  fire^ 
**  Arms  and  the  man,'*  till  anarchy  (/)  expire; 

Sedition's 

if)  tn  the  just  and  inevitable,  but  most  fatal  and  most  tre« 
ttiendous  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  in  which  all  Europe 
hat  bled,  and  yet  bleeds  in  every  vein  and  artery,  the  first  object 
we  look  for  is,  a  stability  of  peace.  But  no  stability  can  as  yet 
be  found  in  all  the  convulsive  labours  of  the  sanguinary  nation* 
That  modern  Gallic  Julia  has  done  nothing  but  conceive  one 
mis-shapen  lump  after  another,  in  the  foeculcAcy  of  her  political 

I  z  womb ; 


Sedition's  crew  is  bound  J  the  gloomy  band 
In  chains  of  penal  silence  musing  stand, 
Or  doom'd  in  classic  (^)  impotence  to  rave 
Their  ceaseless  round,  within  the  smouldring  cave. 

The 

woml);  conception  upon  conception,  abortion  upon  abortion: 
ind  what  can  we  say. 


^*  Cum  tot  abortivis  faecundam  Julia  vulvam 

'^  Solveret,  et  patruo  similes  effunderet  otfas."  {a) 


-» 


We  mast,  I  fear,  yet  wait  a  season ;  (May  1796)  and  whatever 
,  we  have  paid,  or  must  still  pay,  must  be  considered  as  the 
avTiXt/rpov,  the  great  price  of  delivery  and  redempticn  from 
slavery,  revolution,  French  anarchy,  and  the  disruption  of  social 
order;  when  the  earth  is  bursting  asunder,  and  hell  yawning 
from  beneath;  or  in  language,  which  Edmund  Burke  alone 
could  reproduce  in  English, 

And  what  wonder  ?    It  is  Longinus  who  speaks  of  Homer.  (^) 
(1796.) 

(g)  Since  the  passing  of  the  Bills  (in  1795)  against  treason, 

seditious  meetings,  assemblies,  lectures,  harangues,    &c.    John 

»  Thelwall  read  during  the  Lent  season,   1796,  what  he  termed 

CAfj/iVtf/ Lectures;  and  most  kindly  and  affectionately  pointed 

ont  the  iiftcts  of  all  the  ancient  governments  of  Greece,  Rome, 

Old 


id)  Juv.  Sat,  2.  Y.  1 2. 

(£)  Long,  de  Sobl.  Sect*  9. 


C    H3    ] 

The  dark  Vulcanian  chamber,  whence  they  strove^- 
To  forge  and  hurl  the  bolts  of  Stygian  Jove.       no 


OCTAVIUS. 

Nay,  if  you  thus  proceed,  I'll  read  the  bill, 
In  HatseU's  (A)clerkly  tone,  clear,  loud,  and  shrill. 

And 

0/</ Prance,  SccScc.  ind  the  causes  of  rebellion,  insurrection, 

Regeneration  of  governments,  terrorism,  massacres,  and  revola- 

tiooary  roorder ;  without  tke  least  /pint  or  application  to  England 

tod  its  constitation*     Shewing  how  the  Gracchi  were  great  men, 

atid  so  by  implication,  the  Bedford s,  the  Laiiderdales,  &c.     I 

mast  own,  I  fear  nothing  from  such  lectures.     (1796.} 

{b)  John  Hatsell,  Esq.  the  very  learned,  polite,  and  respectable 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons.  1796.  This  accomplished 
gentleman  has  lately  resigned  his  office,  with  that  propriety  and 
discernment  of  time,  and  circumstance,  and  of  the  *'  actatis  insi* 
**  diae,"  which  have  uniformly  distinguished  his  ver)'  useful  and 
lionourable  life  in  public  office,     ^aado  ullum  inTtnient  panm! 

The  illustrious  Speaker  op  the  H.  of  C.  the  Rt.  Hon. 

Hekry   AoniNGTON,    (neither    inferior    ror    second    to  afj 

statesman  in  that  House  in  temperate  eloquence,  accuracy  of 

knowledge,  and  soundness  of  understanding,)  announced  Mr. 

Hatsell's  intended  resignation  in  a  manner  which  did  honour  to 

file  sincerity  of  his  friendship,  and  to  his  sense  of  the  loss  of  so 

lible  a  servant  of  the  public.    The  House  was  unanimous  in 

their  applause.    Mr.  Pitt  seconded  the  Speaker,  and  pronounced 

I  3  also 


[    X34    ] 
And  Jckyli*s(/)  comment  too, 

AUTHOR. 

Pray,  hcav'n  forbear : 
Come  then,  I'll  breathe  at  large  ethereal  air. 

Far 

aJso  his  testimony.  But  it  is  sofficient  to  say,  Mr.  Pitt  spok^* 
Vfhen  that  Rt.  Hon.  Minister  thinks  proper  to  assume  the 
language  of  commendation. 

Mr.  Hatsell  has  given  a  most  jadicious  work  (^)  to  the  public, 
which  all  senators  will  do  well  to  consult  frequently.  Mr.  H* 
will  excuse  me  for  adapting  to  him  iu  this  nspect  a  few  words 
from  Quintilian.  ^'  Monumenta  rerum  posteris  qu^crentibus 
^'  tradidit.  Frequencabuot  ejus  domum  optimi  juvenes,  et  veram 
**  viam,  velac  ex  oracolo,  petent.  Hos  ille  formabic  ut  vetps 
*'  gubernator,  littora  et  porcus,  et  quid  secundis  flatibus,  qui4 
^*  adversis,  racis  poscat,  docebit,  et  communi  cuctus  officio  et 
^  amore  quodam  operis.''   Qnintil.  Lib.  12.  c.  xi.  s.  1. 

Mr.  liatsell  will  not  suspect  the  hand  which  has  paid  this 
tribate  to  his  character  and  his  merics.     (August  1797*) 

(i)  There  is  rather  too  mnch  pf  pertness  and  self  sufficiency  in 

Mr.  Joseph  Jekyll's  remarks;  and  I  do  not  apprehend  that  hif 

witticisins  will  ever  shake  a  minister  like  the  Rt.  Hon.  William 

JPitt. 

Magno  disaimine  Causam 

Protigtrt  afftctas ?  te  consule,  die  tibi,  quis  sis. 

Orator  vehemens,  an  Curtius,  an  Matho;  buccae 

Noscenda  es:  mensuru  tuas. 

Juv.  Sat.  xi.  V.  31, 

{b)  Precedents  of  Proceedings  in  thc|i.  of  Q.  with  obseryationsi 
4  voluipes  4to, 


t    'iS    1 

Far  from  the  bar,  the  senate,  and  the  courts 
And  in  Avonian  fields  with  Stcevens  sport, 
(Whom  late,  from  Hampsteadjourneying(;t)to  his 
Aurora  oft  for  Cephalus  (/)  mistook,  [book. 

What  time  he  brushed  her  dews  with  hasty  pace. 
To  meet  (m)  the  Printer's  devMet  face  to  face :)     izo 
With  dogs  («)  blacfe  letter'U  in  the  Stratford  Course, 
Mouth-match*d  like  bells,  yet  of  unequal  force,  (/m} 

For 

(i)  He  U8«d  to  leave  his  Tusculum,  the  seat  of  Steevens  tnct 
of  wisdoiDy  at  Hampstead,  between  four  and  five  o'clock  every 
morning,  to  revise  the  proof  sheets  of  the  last  edition  of  Shak- 
ipeare,  i793«  in  15  vol.  8vo.  at  his  friend  Reed*s  chambers 
I  beard  of  nothing  else  at  the  time.     (1796.) 

(/)       ^*  Hunc  ne  pro  Cephalo  rapcres^  Aurora,  tlmebam.'^ 

Sappho  to  Phaon«. 

I  Will  own,  I  was  always  apprehensive  for  the  safety  and  classic 
purity  of /i&f  jftttc  boy^  so  very  soon  in  the  morning,  on  Primrose 
hill)  **  earth's  freshest  softest  lap ;"  but  notwithstanding  the^o 
early  freaks,  the  youth  is  still  safe,  as  I  hear.    (1796.) 

(«)  "  To  meet— /i&^  Sun  upon  the  upland  lawn/* 

Gray's  Ele^y 
(«)  See  the  First  Dialogue  of  the  Pursuits  of  Literature. 

(«»)  **  My  love  shall  hear  the  masic  of  my  hounds, 

*^  And  gallant  chiding;  match'd  in  month  like  belb, 

M  £ach  under  each,''  &c. 

Midiommer  N  ight's  Pream^ 

J  4 


/ 


C   .36   ] 

For  well  I  m^kM  tbem  all  (0)  with  curious  heed. 

OCTAVIU 

(9)  I  termed  the  commentators  oa  Sbakspeare  out  of  m 
pleasantry,  *'  black-letter  dogs." 

Bot  if  among  these  scholars,  or  in  any  other  JiS€ripti§n 
tbi  Uarnait  there  should  be  found  a  man,  who,  vi'ith 
grace  of  excerior  accomplibbment,  or  the  fulsome  seinblai 
of  it;  with  the  gifts  of  fortune,  and  the  rank  of  a  gentlem< 
with  a  strong  devotion  to  literature  without  remission^  s 
almost  without  example ;  with  acuteuesa  of  mind  and  exttrns 
classical  erudition;  who,  I  say,  should  so  far  forget  hims* 
as  to  practise  arts  which  would  disgrace  the  meanest  retai 
to  learning:—//  such  a  man  shojid  be  foiind,  with  f 
professions  and  obligiog  atteutions,  simular  of  friend::hipr  I 
at  the  bottom  false,  hollow,  desiguing,  and  malicious ;  w 
jealous  of  every  little  advancement  or  lucky  discovery,  tvtm  #/ 
pnfesiionml  artist^  should  strive  to  depress  the  efforts  of  struggli 
laborious  merit,  or  to  blast  the  rival  ingenuity  of  his  leart 
contemporaries;  who  should  inflict  a  wound  with  more  tfa 
Parthian  dexterity,  and  yet  be  studious  of  frequenting  t 
company  of  men  of  character  to  countenance  hi^  own  ;  a 
finally,  who  should  collect  and  scatter  around  him  the  *virus  Iuua 
the  Vaporous  drops  that  h^g  in  any  region  of  infection,  that  ( 
objects  of  their  influence  might  feel  the  blast  of  the  enchant 
and  know  not  whence  it  came :— ^  I  say,  such  a  man  shoi 
be  found,  I  shall  not  name  him,  and  it  is  not  for  him  to  lay  b: 
his  own  conscience  by  a  foolish,  appropriating  indiscretipa* 
I  have  only  sketched  out  at  present  such  a  character  in  prost ;  a 
all  I  shall  say  further  is,  may  He,  if  svch  a  man  exist,  strive 
wipe  out  such  actions  by  more  than  literary  contrition;  a 
deeply  feel  and  know  that  be  has  lived,  throughout  the  coarse 
n  life  not  inconsiderable  in  its  duration,  under  a  fatal  error,  and 
wretched  abuse  of  time,  learning,  talents,  and  accomplishmen 

Tl 


C    '37    3    . 


OCTAVIUS. 

Not  all :  you  pass'd  the  grave  laborious  {Ji)  Reed^ 
Friend  to  most  traders  in  researches  quaint. 
Layman  or  priest,  the  sinnenor  the  saint ; 
Farmer  he  loves,  and  Steevens  will  receive : 
Though  not  Mie  {fip)  Mast  err e[q)\xt\znd  by  your  leave 

He 

Thif  character  is  left  on  recfrJ^  like  any  of  La  Brayere*f» 
nmtbout  t*u€n  the  shadow  of  m  nami*  It  shall  ever  remain  undfpr§» 
pUaed  by  me.     (1796.) 

If  an/  person  :  hould  ask  why  such  a  character  was  drawn,  I 
reply  in  the  words  of  Pope: 

*'  Ask  you  the  prdvocation  that  I  had  ? 
*•  The  strong  antipathy  of  good  to  bad/* 

(f)  Isaac  Reed,  Esq.  editor  of  Dodsley's  old  plays,  lately 
republished ;  a  gentleman  of  learning,  information,  and  ingenuity, 
and  greatly  respected.  I  mention  him  with  ^tvy  particular 
pleasure.     (179^*) 

(ffS  Alluding  to  the  uniform  and  constant  rtdupUcathm  of 
Che  old  fpelling  of  every  word  in  Mr.  Ireland*s  tifw  volume  by 
Sbakspeare.  Ma3t/rr#  for  mastr;*,  byt  for  ^j,  biothcrr/  for 
broth/r,  &c.  &c.    ( 1 796.) 

(f)  Hie  potstssor  and  editor  of  the  MSS.  asserted  to  be 
ftakspeare'f ;  from  whose  oJUcina  in  Norfolk-street,  issued  the 

tragedy 


C    138   ] 

He  laughs  to  see  our  new  Salmoneus  stand. 
His  mimic  thunder  rattling  o*cr  the  Strand,       i 
On  fiery  coursers  from  Olympiads  plain. 
Tossing  the  torch,  in  sovereign  splendor  vain. 
Command  the  world's  prostration  from  afar, 
"  Shakspeare  and  Jove"  grav'd  on  the  burning 
In  lettered  radiance  ? 


AUTHOR. 

Soft  a  while;  'tis  wrong : 
Can  strains  like  these  to  manuscripts  belong? 
To  notes,  bonds,  deeds,  receipts,  fac-similes. 
And  all  that  lawyers  feign  for  proper  fees  ? 
Monks  and  attorneys  may  engage  Malone : 
Annius,  (r)  or  Ireland,  (s)  'tis  to  me  a^l  one. 


Gi 


J* 

tragedy  of  Vortigern,  daiming  to  be  the  compoiition 
Shakspeare,  acted  io  March,  1796,  at  Drury-lane  Theatre,  : 
fcceived  in  such  zf attiring  manner,  [a) 

(r)  Annius  was  a  monk  of  Viterbo  in  the  i5thcentory,  1 
celebrated    for    many    forgeries    of  ancient  manuscripts  i 

inscripcio 

{a)  1.  e.  d-'^n'd  by  Box,  Pit,  and  Gallery. 


[     139    1 

me  the  soul  that  breathes  in  Shakspeare's  page, 
gth  from  within,  the  unresisted  rage, 

thought  that  stretch'd  beyond  creation's  bound, 
in  the. flaming  walls  no  barrier  found, 
pen  he  dipt  in  mind;  {ss) — Vl\  hush  to  rest 
little  tumults  of  a  critic's  breast. 


'^hat  though  no  Vatican  unbars  the  door. 
Palatine  to  Ireland  yields  it's  store, 
5ures  he  has,  and  many  a  prouder  tome 
1  kings  to  Granta  gave,  or  Bodley's  dome.  150 
s,  on  which  the  eye  of  Shakspeare  (/)  por'd, 
notes  he  made,  the  readings  he  restored. 

The 

idons.     Sec  his  5rt'/ff//rff  ^^eix  of  Antiquities.     It  may  be   , 
tp  observe,  that  ip ere  vanity  was  hi^  moiive;  ke  never 
;d  any  subscription  fcr  his  ancients^ 

See  alj  the  farrago,  of  which  Mr.  Ireland  possesses  thi 
//,  numerous  beyond  belief;  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe 

(1796-) 

Suidas  de  Vet.  Aucc. 

^r.  Ireland  asserts  that  he  has  th  very  library  of  ^hahsftare^ 
is  signature,  his  not;es,  and  remarks,  ^c.  in  the  margin  of 
okS|  all  in  bis  o^if  bcuid'writin^f ' 


The  very  gibes  he  scribbled,  and  the  joke 
That  from  the  laughing  bard  on  margins  broke* 

But  where*s  the  dark  array,  the  vesture  plain, 
With  many  a  mould'ring  venerable  stain  ? 
AH  fled :  a  wonder  opens  to  our  view ; 
The  shield  is  scowerM,  and  the  books  are  new;  (jc) 
In  her  own  hues  great  Nature  best  is  seen  : 
So  Ireland  spoke;  and  made  the  black — One  Green. 

Eternal  verdure  bloom  in  Shakspcare's  grove !  i6l 
Where  led  by  light  from  heav'n,  he  oft  would  rove 
In  solitude  and  sacred  silence  blest ; 
And  in  the  musings  of  his  mighty  breast. 

All 

(x)  Mr.  Ireland  has  not  thought  proper  to  preserve  the  books 
•f  Shaksptart* s  Library  in  their  original  and  curious  old  blade 
binding,  (as  could  have  been  wished);  but,  -like  the  none 
employed  by  Dr.  Cornelius  Scriblerus,  he  has  scowered  them 
welly  and  made  (hem  all  nf-w;  and  with  singular  felicity  ku 
ft' hound ihitn  all  in  green  Morocco/ f  / 

I  have  written  th?s  whole  passage  in  the  Poem  and  die 
Notes>  io  ferpetuaie  the  memory  of  this  exiraordinary  event  in 
literary  history,  which  seems  to  be  passing  into  oblivion.  I 
cannot  think  that  any  subject  relating  to  Shakspcarc  sbonldte 
wholly  disregarded.     (1796.) 


C   i4»   D 

All  as  he  scanned  the  volume  of  the  past, 
O'er  Greece  and  Rome  one  wishful  glance  would  cast ; 
Mourn  not,  pleas'd  Nature  cried,their  sounds  unknown, 
Jl^  universal  language  is  your  own. 


OCTAVIUS. 

Enough  for  me  great  Shakspeare*s  words  to  hear. 
Though  but  in  common  with  the  vulgar  ear,      170 
Without  one  note,  or  horn-book  in  my  head, 
Ritson's  coarse  trash,  or  lumber  of  the  dead. 
Canflfppant  wit,  and  book-learn'd  confidence, 
Alone  give  right  to  science,  taste  and  sense  ? 
Is  modest  w^orth  by  idle  boasting  shewn  ? 
Then,  nor  till  then,  will  I  approve  Malone  :  {y) 

See 


(jr)  Sec  Mr.  Malone's  Enquiry  into  the  authenticity  of  Mr* 
Irdasd's  Shakspeare  MSS.  &c.  which  he  calJs  (not  improperly) 
I  Vindication  of  Shakspeare.  The  subject  is.  indeed  rather 
mterlmJ  by  the  Jearned  critic^  but  there  is  much  sagacity  and 
iogeriuicy  in  the  treatment  of  it,  and  I  think  it  is  satisfactory 
!  tod  proves  the  point.  Still  Mr.  Malone  is  too  confident  and 
preiumptuous,    and  not  always  attentive  to  that  politeness   of 

character,  wbich  at  least  all  amateur  critics  should  maintain. 

1  think 
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Sec  on  the  critic,  "  in  his  pride  of  pkce, 


tf 


Labor! 


I  think  Mr.  Ireland  will  now  hardly  say  of  these  manasc 
ftnd    original  play  a  of  S  h  akspeare. 

Nunc  non  h  manibas  illis» 
Nunc  non  e  i\im\\\o  fortunatdque  favilli, 
Nasccntur  vioI±  ?  * 

No,  Mr.  Ireland,  neither  violets  nor  guineas.—*'  Go  to 
**  Basil ;  goo<l  night,  go  to  bed.*'     (Sec  the  Spanish  Barber. 

I  have  just  read  two  pamphlets  on  this  sabject,  the  first 
Mr.  Ireland's  son,  and  the  second  by  Mr.  Ireland  himself, 
shameless  effrontery  of  the  boy,  in  avowing  himself  the  an 
of  these  manuscripts,  is  only  equalled  by  the  tender  {olici 
of  the  father  for  their  credit  and  auchenticity.  Mr.  Ire 
senior  originally  rested  the  whole  with  his  son  who,  as  he 
stantly  affirmed,  gave  the  collection  to  him,  plays,  rece 
drawings, deeds,  *'  white,  black,  and  grey ,  and  all  the  tramper 
but  declined  naming  the  person  from  whom  he  received  lY 
Mr.  Ireland  senior  tioiu  presents  us  with  the  testimony  of 
Rev,  Dr.'  Parr,  Sir  Isaac  Heard,  Mr.  Pinkerton,  Mr.  Lai 
Pye,  Mr.  fioswell,  &c.  who  all  signed  a  paper  (very  twisely  t 
sure)  that  they  were  coifvinced  of  the  authenticity  of  the  pa| 
What  can  that  prove  ? 

The  boy^s  tale  is  simple;  he  absolutely  asserts  that  he  for 
the  whole  collection,  and  gave  the  papers  to  his  father,  to  pl( 
at  once  and  to  deceive  him,  and  the  world.  A  very  dutiful  i 
very  modest  lad  !  Do  we  believe  the  boy  ?  If  we  do,  the  b 
Bess  is  at  end.  The  Father  again  and  again  asserts,  that  b^ 
ignorant  of  the  person  or  the  place  from  whence  they  came,  : 

re 

*  Pers.  Sat,  i,  v.  38. 


['43] 
Laborious  Chalmers  drops  his  leaden  mace,  (yy) 

la 


Kferi  to  his  son's  information.  Now  he  disbelieves  his  own  sob, 
ud  defends  theaiuhencicity  of  the  papers.     Utrum  Horum? 

Id  short,  hefween  them  hoth^  Father  and  Son,  there  appears  to 
ra«,  what  the  Greeks  call  a  Src/nyT),  a  sort  of  natural  parental 
ifection  for  these  manuscripts,  which  is  very  strange,  and 
wbich  I  cannot  explain,  but  which  quite  satisfies  me  as  to  the 
cature  of  their  0;/^/;i/z///jr.  Mr.  Malone*s  learning  and  politeness 
favc  not  much  to  do  with  the  buiincss  as  a  matter  of  fact  \  and 
the  whole  question  nou'  turns  upon  this  momentous  point: 
**  whether  Mr.  Ireland  or  Mr.  Malone  is  the  greatest 
SCHOLAR  ?  (tf)"  This  is  what  the  logicians  call  the  Reductioad 
Absurdum ;  and  there  the  question  may  sleep,  and  Shakspeare 
too.    (Jan.  5,  1797.) 

O7)  See  '*  The  Apology  for  the  Bclieven  in — (Mr.  Ireland's) 
Shakspeare  Papers.'* 

**  So  forc'd  from  wind-gons  lead  itself  can  fly, 

**  And  pond'roiM  slugs  cut  swiftly  through  the  5ky."(^) 

Mr.  Chalmers  is  a  well  informed,  very  useful,  and  ivell-mcanirg 
Writer,  but  too  **  laboiious,  heavy  and  busy'*  in  his  works.  It 
Was  but  a  waste  of  erudicion  to  throw  it  away  on  this  compo* 
*ition.  He  always  has  my  thanks  for  his  po!i:ical  information  ; 
l^utl  wish  he  had  more  spirit  and  a  more  animated  manner;  for 
^t,  is  a  gentleman  of  great  learning  and  respectahility,  whea 
onploycd  in  his  y4r^//r  department. 

«  (4)  See  Mr.  Ireland's  farewell  pamphlet  on  Mr.  Malone'i 
^^^knbif.     (July  5,  1797.) 

jjf)  Dunciad* 


t     M4    ] 
In  the  wild  squabbles  of  a  wordy  war. 
Let  rabid  (2)  Porson  tell,  or  griesly  Parr,  {a)       i"' 
Coombe,  Travis,  Ireland,  or  whate'er  the  name. 
The  breeding  of  mere  critics  is  the  same  : 
From  royal  Phalaris  let  your  views  extend 
To  Bristors  wizard  stripling,  and  his  end. 

Hear  Catcott  (i)  crj^  in  chearlcss  life's  decline^ 
Thus  Rowley  once,  and  Chatterton  were  mine. 

H 

(z)  Mr.  Professor  Porson^s  Letters  to  Archdeacon  TraYjs  ■ 
consptC^us  for  their  cruditioa,  acuteness,  accuracy,  TirakiiC 
bitternesf,  and  invective. 

(a)  I  allude  to  Dr.  Parr's  Controversy  vfuh  Dr.  CooiM 
about  Horace.  It  seems  Dr.  Parr  was  angry  that  be  did  c 
asbist  the  liitls  critical  man-midwife  at  che  labour,  **  rite  auum 
••  apcrirc  partus."  Dr.  Parr  is  more  fond  of  a  Czesariaa  opc- 
tion  in  criticism.  See  more  in  a  future  note  to  the  Third  IM 
logue  of  this  Poem. 

{h)  When  l^jt  published  the  first  part  of  this  poem  (in  17- 
1  had  only  casually  glanced  on  the  subject  of  Rowley,  -i 
P.  of  L.  Part.  I.  but  since  that  time  having  had  spme  leiv 
and  more  curiosity,  I  have  perused  many  of  the  Ijifaroed  Ifl 
tises  upon  ic.  I  never  wish  to  have  any  thinof  to  do  w 
.  the  decision  of  such  a  controversy  as  this,  wbrch  is  evea  c» 
scarcely  at  rest;  but  having  the  feelings  of  a  gentleman,  Im 
struck,  as  I  was  reading,  with  the  cruel  treatment  of  poor  M 
Catcott  of  Bristol)  the  sneers  ir/0/1  tbt  prwtercr^  and  theillibcr. 

ivflectioi 
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Fie  saw  his  Bsird,  by  MiUes's  ponderous  length  (^H) 
Cerlaid,  revive  in  splendor,  feme,  and  strengdif 
For  Bryant  {c)  came ;  the  Muses  all  return, 
<Aad  light  their  lamps  at  Rowley *s  fruitful  urn ;  190 

While 

v^ecdoni  on  a  plaiOi  turiousi  honest,  and  inoffensive  man, 
without  whose  zeal  and  solicitude,  (I  speak  from  the  printed 
^ooonnts)  these  singukr  poems  would  ncrer  hare  appeared; 
tte  seemed  to  say  with  justice, 

Oro,  miserere  laborum 
Tantorum,  miserere  animi  non  digna  ferentis.  * 

{U)  The  edition  of  Rowley's  Poems  by  the  Rer.  Dr.  Milles. 

(r)  No  man  of  literature  can,  pass  by  the  name  of  Mr« 

^ETAiTT  without  gratitude  and  rererence.    He  is  a  gentleman 

^f  attaidikients  peculiar  to  himself,  and  of  classical  cruditioa 

^tthottC  an  equal  in  Europe*    His  whole  life  has  been  spent  in 

^borious  researches,  and  the  most  curious  investigations.    He 

1)M  a  youthful  fancy,  and  a  playful  wit  1  with  the  mind,  and 

^>oc«sionally  with  the  pen,  of  a  poet;  and  with  an  ease  and 

mimplicity  of  style  aiming  only  at  perspicuity,  and,  as  I  thinki 

^Maining  it.    He  has  contended  in  various  fields  of  Controversjt 

"with  various  success;  but  always  with  a  seal  for  truth  and  a 

soberncts  of  enquiry. 

In  speaking  of  Mr.  Bryant,  I  have  no  necessity,  as  I 

too  often  have,  to  qualify  my  commendations.    He  has  lived 

to  see  bis  eightieth  winter  (and  may  he  yet  long  live)  with 

the    olcem    of    the  wise  and  good;   in    honourable  retire- 

mukt  from  the  cares  of  lifei  with  a  gentleness  of  manners^ 

aid  a  readiness  and  willingness  of  literJirj  commuDicattoa 

K  sfldem 

*  Virg.  JBb«  at  v.i 


[  14^.  r 

While  Cam  recei?M  the  Bard  with  all  bis  tm 
Though  his  turned  her  current  in  disdun« 

T^c,  Boy  whom  once  patrician  pens  4dom*< 

.  •  »  -  >    « 

First  meanly  flattered,  {cc)  then  as  meanly  sec 
Prooping  he  {Jd)  rais'd,  and  lent  his  little  ai< 
Thegleanmgs  of  a  hard  and  humble  trade. 
Itmoxibiis  man :  yet  what  may  truth  avail ! 
Blameless  his  lift>  and  simple  as  his  tale  $ 


leldom  found.    He  ii  admired  and  sought  after  by  th 

.    who  are  entering  on  a  course  of  stady  $  and  revered,  ai 

followed,  by  (hose  who  have  completed  it.    Above  all, 

gone  forth  in  the  strength  imparted  unto  him,  in  defenc 

lioly  law  made  and  given  by  God  ;  he  has  put  on  the 

irom  above,  and  having  enlarged  his  mind  and  sanct 

studies,  he  may  expect  with  bumble  confidence  the  consuc 

of  his  reward. 
» 

NOMEW  IH  BZfMFLVM  tBRtXeSRTABlMUS  JEVd  !    (l 

(rr)  AHudiag  to  the  lettera  written  by  the  Hon. 
Walpole  (now  Lord  Orford)  to  Thomas  Chatterton, 
in  some  magasines  or  newspapers.    I  remember  to  ha 
them,  but  I  cannot  point  out  at  present  the  time  of 
them.    I  think  they  ware  writtea  from  Strawberry  UU 
am  not  sure.    (1796..)  ; 

(^  i.  e.  Mr.  Catcott« 


» 
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Each  rude  enquirer's  sneering  uunt  he  feds. 
Contempt  or  insult  dogs  him  at  his  heels }  aoo 

No  kind  support  subscribing  fondness  pours, 
f*or  him  no  wealth  descends  in  fost'ring  show'rs} 
Tet  be  this  truth  to  future  times  revealed,    ' 
•*  The  wound  a  Varro  gave,  Iapis  hcal*d.'*  {a) 

Go  now,  for  moths,  and  rolls,  and  parchments  seardii 
Ransack  the  chest,  the  closet,  or  the  chlirch  i 
Brave  all  the  joint  associates  of  A.  S. 
The  jest  insipid,  and  the  idle  guess ; 
Bind,  copy,  comment,  manuscript  and  print. 
Take  from  good-natur*d  friends  some  useful  hint  ;3i« 
From  Bewick's  (^}  magic  wood  throw  borrow'd  rays 
O'er  many  a  page  in  gorgeous  Bulmer's  blaze ; 

Alas, 

(«)  See  Bitbop  Atterbofy^scomineit  on  ih  Dilictvi  Iapis 
rfVirpI.— I  ibtll  add,  lATPIKHTATOS.  f^T^i^^  nm 

%iiCiif ,  £12  AKPON  THZ  nAIAEIAS  cMi^ajMir. 

(d)  Mr.  Bewick,  tbe  great  restorer  of  the  lost  art  of 
engraving  upon  wood.  I  need  only  onention  Us  figores  of  tho 
^iiadnipeds,  and  Ifli  phces  to  Buliaer'k  edltloji  of  OoUsmithV 


[    h8    ] 

AlaS|  far  thcc !  nor  profit  hope,  nor  fame  ; 
Contempt  your  lot,  and  solitary  shame. 

Go  rather,  and  indulge  Dramatic  rage; 
All  love  a  public  or  a  private  stage : 
Our  nobles  now,  as  payers^  will  be  seen, 
A  Duke's  chaste  daughter,  or  a  Margravine^ 
Fled  are  the  soft  reserve  and  nicer  sense. 
Those  primal  guards  of  love  and  innocence  i       i 
Unzon*d  the  nymphs,  like  Highland  Charlotte  ch 

AUTHOR. 

Why  not  all  bare  ?  less  shame's  in  being  mad.  ( 

OCTAVIU 

poemi.  Mr.  Bulmer  is  the  ingenious  printer  of  the  magnific 
edition  of  Shakspeare  by  Messrs.  John  and  Josiah  Boydell,  s 
Mr.  George  Nicoll :  a  work  which,  having  been  nniforr 
conducted  on  the  most  liberal  principles,  and  inteni 
for  the  honour  of  the  countryi  should  be  patj::onised>by 
Britijsh  nation. 

(#)  The  dress  of  the  present  period  has  warrantod  \ 
caricatures  of  the  day,  .particularly  on^^,  which  is  called  ^  1 
••  dress  of  ladies  as  it  will  be.**  I  writo'  in  A.  D.  17^ 
Jttvenali  who    wrote  about   the  year  Ninety  Six,  said 

a  simii 


I     H9    1 


OCTAVIUS. 

Soft ;  and  o'er  female  failings  lightly  pass. 

Oh !  may  Aglaia  (/)  lead  them  to  their  glass, 

Connubial  glories  rising  o*er  their  head. 

As  life's  domestic  happier  stage  they  tread ; 

There  may  they  look,  well  pleas'd  themselves  to  find 

The  guardians,  comforts,  teachers  of  mankind  I 

AUTHOR. 

1  Ibten  with  delight :  that  strain  again  j 
J'U  bless  the  sex* 

OCTAVIUS. 


a  similar  subject,  **  Nudus  a^as ;  minus  e$t  iaiania  turpis.'* 
Sat.  a,  V.  71.  But  straoge  to  say,  he  was  speaking  of  the  dress 
of  the  mcM. 

{/)  Aglaia  is  the  name  tf  one  of  the  Graces  i  she  dictated  to 
Mr.  Pope  the  following  lines: 

Let  not  eachbgm^  BviaT  wHiax  be  spied. 
Where  half  the  skill  is  d$cmtly  to  hide.  ^ 

The  ladies  should  remember  that  the  imagination  U  a  busy 

fowcr. 

*  Moral  Epistles  x  Ep,  4.  v.  53* 
K  3 


OCTAVIUS. 

Now  pass  to  titled  men.  23G 

'  Mark)  as  Tbalia  calls  with  graceful  air, 
The  soft  patrician  of  St.  James's  square ;  (g) 
Her  nuptial  {h)  voice  at  Blenheim  Marlb'rough  heard, 
While  lyric  Carlisle  puns  (/)  o*er  love  transferred. 

Naj 

{g)  Hit  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  a  good  scholar,  one  of  th 
most  polite  and  very  best  bred  men  in  the  kiDgdona,  and  i 
great  patron  of  the  drama'' and  its  concerns.    (1796.) 

(h)  A  Private  Theatre  often  proves  a  convenient  chapel  0 
case  to  Hymen.  ' 

Families  of  rank,  distinction,  and  fortune,  will  at  hi 
be  convinced^  what  is  the  natural  and  inevitable  conclusion  0 
boys  and  girls  making  love  to  one  another  upon  anystagi 
public  or  private,  particularly  in  a  private  theatre.  If  it  term! 
nates  in  marriage^  the  Fathers  and  Mothers  should  not  b 
surprised  or  angry.  If  the  end  of  it,  is  intrigue ;  if  the  girl 
are  debauched,  and  the  boys  come  into  life  with  the  mannei 
and  morals  of  Players,  the  parents  may  be  sorry ;  but  It  is  thei 
own  work. 

(f)  Parrrr.-— Dr.  Johnson  says,  ••  io  fiurr  is  to  murmur  as  a  ca 
«•  or  leopard  in  pleasure*^  I  hare  heard  that  Lord  Cfarltal 
(«•  Queld'amor  travagliato  Sacripantb,")  is  writing  an  open 
entitled,  ««  Angelica  e  Mbdoro.'*  Angelica  is  supposed  to  b 
rather  advunced  in  life ;  and  I  think  htr graud^daugkter  is  brongk 
M  the  stage.— 2mTo<(ri,  (1796.)— The  Opera,  as  it  is  ooa 

jectured 


r  »ii  J 

Nay  Thuilaw  once,  (*cift  said)  could  sing  or  swear^ 

ike  P$lyjihemey  "  I  cannot  cannot  bear  /*  {k) 
For  ah !  presumptuous  Acis  (Jck)  wrests  the  prizen 

And 

jectoredy  is  to  be  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honoukabib  I«^ 
y^ity%  in  memory  and  in  imitation  cf  the  gallant  and  a€Com- 
Plished  Medoro,  as  recorded  by  Ariosto: 

*^  Delia  Comodit^  che  qui  m*e  daia^ 
lo  povero  Medor  &c« 

^rieito  adds#  of  the  noble  Earl^  or  Count, 

^*  £ra  scritto  in  Arahic^^  che  il  Coktb 
Intendea  C9i\  btn  come  Latino^* 

O.  F.  Cant.  23.  s.  loS. 

If  my  romantic  memory  does  not  deceive  me,  Sacripante 
^^fas  jilted  by  Angelica.  See  Ariosto.  But  subjects  of  the 
highest  importance  are  pressing  on  me  so  fist,  that  1  am  objiged 
to  dismiss  Lord  Carlisle,  Lady  jersey,  &c.  &c.  and  all  \\ity9mtks 
who  are  dying  for  places  or  for  love,  in  the  words  of  the  poet, 

\M  sono  a  Ferraft,  ne  a  Sacripante ^ 
(O  sla  Carliglio]  per  dunar  fiiit  rima% 
X)ii  lor  mi  leva  //  Principe  ^Anglante^  &c, 

O.  F.Cant»i9.  s.96. 

(i)  .    *'  Torture*  fury,  rage,  despair, 

**  I  cannot,  cannot,  bear." 
Air  (by  Polypheme)  in  the  Serenata  of  Acis  and  Galatea. 

(ii)  Prtsumptaoiis  Acis.  (i.  e.  Mr.  Pitt.)*«I  allude  to  a  cir- 
cvnaatance Bot  generally  known;  but  which,  as  I  have  never 
•oj  public  notice  of  it,  these  lines  are  meant  to  record. 

K  4  About 


r  15^  ] 

An^  rayi^*  (/)  the  nymph  before  his  eyes : 


Su< 


About  yiM  years  ago  the  Serenata*  of  Acit  akd  Galat 
(with  tome  violation,  1  l)elieve,  of  the  fable  and  not  a  little 
the  harmony  and  of  the  melody)  was  performed  in  Down 
Street  to  a  private  company.  The.  part  of  Ach  by  Mr.  Pi* 
Pdj^/ikemi  by  Loap  Thur.  ow,  and  Galatea,  by  Lord  Lou< 
HoaouGH.  Mtxxi  So^ranif  Loap  Kenyok  and  Pspi 
Ardek,  with  a  sort  of  Masa  Bassa*  by  Edmund  Buikb; 
other  V9cal  parts  by  a  select  Committee  of  both  Houses  a 
cm.  I  was  not  present  at  the  entertainment  myself,  but  ' 
informed,  that  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  execution  •f  the  difficult /imssa^ 
did  not  sufficiently  attend  to' his  aJt/ioggUturas^  which  indeed 
seldom  does;  that  the  karifn^  t>f  Lord  Tburlpw  was  qi 

Polyphcm 

*  Mr.  Pitt  patronizes  musical  performances  on  the  princ 
of  the  gods  according  to  Plato  j  but  with  Apollo,  Dionasus  is 
forgotten,  **  0<  Q£o»  oixr^i^vrEf  o^vOp^jiran  (sQmc  MS.  in 
**  voXiTixcf^)  ivtwoyov  fTBtpuHO^  7evq;,  rocs  M»(r«f  xai  Aflr;>XA 
*'  xoi  AfovtAToy  ^weofnaQTOL^  sSojav,"  Plat,  de  Le^ibus.  1. 
In  Mr.  Pitt's  musical  ministry,  the  famous  terms  of  the  EitX 
and  the  ExCo^iq  of  Bacchiqs  and  Aristideg  are  familiar  and  m 
used  by  this  jgreat  mpdern  artist.  The  "taXfjuji  Ayrt^doyyof 
Athenxus.  1. 14.  p.  635.)  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Thui 
was  much  admired  by  the  Cabinet  about  the  year  1794* 

}  Plat,  Op.  Ed.  Serrani,  torn  %*  p.  65J, 

*  All  the  Catholics  know  (and  we  have  enough  of  them  tc 
«s,  as  Che  Marquis  and  Marchioness  of  Buckingham  knoi 
their  own  and  their  conpany's  cost)  that  the  Messa  Basss 
snass  whispered  by  the  priest  during  a  musical  per/onm 


t    ^53    ] 

Such  feats  his  honour  little  Pepper  {m)  saw, 

la  gU  the  pride  of  music  and  of  law.   j:  ^9 


AUTHOR. 


If  truth  and  joke,  though  pleasingly  combine^ 
What  credit  will  attend  the  motley  line  ? 
Where  is  your  truu  ? 

OCTAVIUS. 


Polyphemishi  aod  fnllj  tastained ;  but  that  it  was  impossible 
udfjujiice  to  Lord  Loughborough's  dimhuimda^  when— Ar  died 
sna;  in  th$  arms  ^  htit.    (1796.) 

N«  B.  Bishop  Hurd  would  say  this  note  is  allegorical,  or 
fJeushiian:  the  late  Mr*  Gibbon  and  Lord  Sheffield  would  at 
stoutly  deny  it.  For  my  own  part  I  think  there  is  much 
eloquent  music  in  these  metajthors^  which  record  tht  /tolitical 
emversiem  rf  LofD  Loughborough  to  Mr.  Pitt*s  paity. — M! 
Je  Gramd  0/er^  /  /  /    ( « 796.) 

(/)  The  Nymph,  i.  e.  Galatea,  i.  e«  Lord  Loughborough. 
This  was  more  than  a  Siiiine  feat  in  my  opinion.  Who's  afraid  ? 
Bot  Mr.  Pitu 

(m)  Little  Pepper,  i.  e.  Sir  Richard  Pepper  Arden,  Kt. 
Master  of  the  Rolls.  His  legal  abilities  have  certainly  been 
HAder  ntcdi  but  I  have  doAe  mnple  justice  to  his  musical  powers* 


e  ts4  i 


'   OCT  A  VI  us, 


r   . 


To  this  discerning  land 
I  trusty  and  laugh :  there  are  who  understand. 
If  from  state  farces, '  when  the  House  is  iip^  .  ~ 
Some  seek  the  green  room«  and  with  Kemble  sup,  {m 
(For  who  on  moJesl  merit  shuts  the  door?) 
jLeeds  says,  so  gentle  Laelius  did  before ; 
Laelius,  in  whom  each  graceful  act  could  please. 
In  wisdom  mild,  and  dignified  in  ease,  a, 

With  Terence  oft  ihe  public  cares  would  shun^ 


AUTHOR. 


Terekce  and  Kemble? — the  dispute  is  done, 
I  ever  markM  (deem  not  the  thought  severe) 
What  bounds  divide  the  actor  from  the  peer : 
Confound  them,  1*11  believe  a  saint,  a  rogue  s 
Andrews  writes  farce,  a  Duke  the  epilogue  ; 

Bur 

(mm)  1796b 


Burke  may  the  right  of  property  invade ; 
Stccvens  contract  the  Commentator's  trade ; 
To  Erskine  Kenyon  seem  a  classic  wit ; 
Or  Paihe  apologize  for  holy  writ ;  260 

The  Dramatist  {n)  himself  and  &me  belie. 
And  leave  the  stage  for  truth  and  honesty ; 
St  Helens  quit  his  diplomatic  pomp; 
Siddons  be  comic ;  Jordan  sink  the  Romp; 
Ireland  prove  Shakspeare ;  Bentley  be  Malonc ; 
Thelwall  dread  preaching,  or  high  treason.  Stone; 
Who  hates  not  Merrj'^,  Jerningham  may  love; 
And  GifFord  Delia  Cru$ca*s  self  approve. 


O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 


Merry  and  Crusca ! — GifTord's  right :  beware ; 
The  very  ground  is  his  and  Bavian  air.  27S 

AUTHOR. 


(•)  See  a  Poem  enl**lcd,  **  The  Political  Dramatist  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  179s:  a  Satire,  2d  Ed.  with  a  Post« 
script  cootaioiog  Remarks  on  the  Dedarntion  of  the  Whi|(« 
Club  on  the  23d  of  January  1796."  .  This  Poem  is  recoro- 

'^^ed  to  the  public  on  those /luilic  principles,  which  1  consider 

^  of  the  highcit  importance  to  these  kingdoms* 
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AUTHOR, 


No :  ril  not  seek  the  tracks  his  arrows  fire 
With  light  that  marks,  but  marks  not  to  expire ; 
The  climes  he  coams,  where'er  his  footsteps  sped, 
I  pass  with  caution,  or  but  lightly  tread, 
Or  pleased  with  flow'rs  his  fancy  best  can  strew, 
I  sit,  and  think  I  read  my  Pope  anew,  (o) 

Yet  grant  the  stage  is  noble ;  I  believe 
Greek  is  plebeian,  with  Lord  [Ji)  Belgrave's  leave ; 

Thou^ 


{•)  The  author  of  the  Bsiviad  and  the  Maeviad.  Mr.  Giffbn 
the  mokt  correct  poetical  writer  I  have  read,  since  the  days 
J^ope.     Upon  the  whole  I  give  the  preference  to  the  Bavi 
after  much  consideration,   though   both   the  Poems  may 
studied  witli  pleasure  and  advantage.     (1796.) 

i/i)  Lord   Beigrave;    a  learned    and  accomplished   yot 
nobleman  of  the  present  time*     At  his  first,  entrance  into 
House  of  Commons  in  all  the  honest  enthusiasm  of  his  heart, 
academic  freshness  and  classic  vigour,  he  quoted  a  pass 
from  Demosthenes  /«  GruJt.  This  subjected  him  to  the  idle  i 

impot 
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Thoi^h  now  some  high  imperial  critics  chafe) 
To  think  not  'iBschylus  himself  is  safe,  (q)  aSo 

Go  to  his  text:  revise,  digest,  compare, 
With  Porson*s  shrewdness,  or  with  Valknaer's  care : 
Say,  is  the  learned  page  once  out  of  sight  ? 
Some  Scotch  Greek  swindling  printer  (r)  steals  your 

right. 

But 


aoipotent  ridicule  of  tie  Dramatist  §f  tie  Rouse  ^f  Commons^  wboic 
^Ae/i^r  memory  on  that  occasion  happened  to  be  more  accurate, 
rd  Belgrave  had  done  no  more  than  I  have  often  heard  from 
3^^.  Fox  himself,  who  loves  and  understands  Greek.  As  to  the 
^04)g  and  illustrious  train  of  our  young  nobility  and  gentry^ 
^  istinguished  for  their  loyal  conduct  and  attachment  to  their 
Country,  I  will  say  with  some  spirit  and  animation ; 

Dii  patrii,  quorum  semper  sub  numine  Troja  est, 
Non  tamen  omnino  Teucros  delere  paratis, 
Cum  tales  animos  Juvenum,  et  tam  certa  tulistis 
Pectoral*  *(i796.) 

(7)  **  They  swear,  not  Addison  himself  is  safe."      Pope. 

(r)  I  allude  to  a  transaction  which  seems  to  be  unwar« 

*^taUe.   Mr.  Porson,  the  Greek  Professor  at  Cambridge,  lent 

nil  manuscript  corrections  and  conjectures  on  the  text  of 

^hyhis,  to  a  friend  in  Scotland ;  for  he  once  had,  and  1 

*^stiH  has,  an  intention  of  publishing  that  tragedian,  though 

tt  nay  now  be  suspended.  His  corrected  text  fell  into  the  hands 

of 

5  Virg,  £n.  9.  v.  ^47, 
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THE  PREFACE 


TO  THE  THIRD  DIALOGUE(«) 


ot 


THE  PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE, 


«B»ii    TciTf    Si/ptfepovTAry,    AKPIBOAOrOYMAI    KM 
AI£S£PXOMAI.  (^) 

Lket  mtuiMS,  licet  etiam  mihi^  digmiatim  Patrue  tneri;  p^Ustat 
md^  venieiuU  im  JkuiUam  sitp  DiOBHDl  PB&ICIII.UM  vov 
ucuso.  (c) 


I  PRESENT  the  Third  Part  of  this  Poem  to  the  public, 
tt  die  same  time  that  I  offer  the  Second,  though  I  had 
intended  to  delay  it;  but  some  subjects  are  of  an  im- 
portance serious  and  urgent,  not  to  be  deferred*    Where* 

L  ever 

(a)  First  printed  in  May  1796. 

h  (i)  Demostbenest  {c)  Qlt|cw.JfU!liff•^ 


€vcrllie  freedara  of  the  press  exifts,  (and  with  us  may 
that  freedom  be  perp^ual!)  I  must  assert  this  truth,  as  as 
axiom ;  that, 

LiTERATUREi  well  or  ill  coniucUdy  is  the  great 
ENGINE,  by  which  all  civilized  states  must  ultimately 
he  supported  or  overthrown. 

It  is  not  enough  to  saf,  a  book  is  bulky  or  voluminous, 
and  th^e{bre  can  have  no  effect  upon  the  mass  of  the 
people,  because  that  opinion  is  not  true.  Such  a  book 
can  noi  only  be  abridged  and  dispersed  abroad,  but  a  man 
like  Thomas  Paine,  with  a  rude,  wicked  and  daring 
manner  of.  thinking,  and  with  vulgar  but  impressive  lan- 
guage, may  blend  the  substance  of  the  opinions  with  his 
own,  and  in  a  short  popular  tract  make  them  familiar 
and  intelligible  to  every  apprehension.  Thus  are  men 
fooled  oMi  of  their  understanding,y27^/^^  out  of  their  security* 
9J\di  fooled  out  of  their  happiness:  and  when  they  have  lost 
every  blessing  beyond  recovery^  they  look  round  at  each 
other  in  a  stupid  despair,  clashing  their  chains  and  unable 
to  shake  them  off,  and  ask,  "  How  has  all  this  been  brought 
"  about  ?•• 

I  am  not  an  enemy  to  the  liberty  of  discussion,  and  the 
toleration  of  opinions;  I  am  for  no  literary  proscription* 
But  I  think  it  is  plainly  our  interest^  as  well  as  our  duty, 
(while  toe  yet  may)  to  strive  to  support  that  CONSTITU- 
TION IN  CHURCH  AND  STATE,  which  has  hitherto  beefl 
able  to  build  us  up,  and  to  give  us  an  inheritance,  or 
rather  the  pre-eminence,  among  all  those  who  have  been 
strengtbtned  by  policy«  or  sanctified  by  revelation.    Whas 

I  would 


I  would  eontend  for  also,  is  this ;  that  diHOtig  atl 
who  are  worthy  to  be  called  scholars  or  legislators^ 
criticism,  observation,  and  watchfulness  are  peculiarly 
necessary;  that,  men  may  hear  of  their  commdn  danger, 
and  be  admonished  to  put  a  few  plain  questions  to 
themselves;  "  What  are  we  going  to  resign  or  give  up, 
"  and  tvky?  What  are  we  going  to  adopt,  and  wherefore  f 
I  repeat  it,  NOW,  in  this  our  day,  while  the  bitterness  of 
political  Jeath  is  passing  upon  almost  every  other  nation  in 
Europe. 


When  we  are  opening  the  avenues  to  Political  Reform* 
and  to  the  consequent  inevitable  dissolution  of  our  own 
government,  is  it  possible  that  we  can  for  a  moment 
forget  the  tremendous  Republic  ?  Over  every  state,  and 
island,  and  promontory  in  Europe  she  siu  tyrant  ot 
arbitress. 

Aifuay^axi  'OI02  E*EAPOS 

BT22O0EN  E^epi/o-Eig  I  (c) 

From  every  other  state,  but  England,  the  sceptre  has  fallen 
by  the  arms,  or  the  principles,  or  the  treachery  of  France* 
What  she  can  eflfect  by  war  and  invasion,  that  she  most 
leadily  and  most  willingly  accomplishes ;  but  she  has 
other^means,  not  less  terrible,  nor  less  certain.  The  sub* 
terranean  wind  of  this  fierce  democracy  has  force  enough 
to  overthrow,  or  to  transport,  hills  and  rocks  torn  from 

L  %  Pclorus^ 


(r)  Callim^  Hymn;  ad  DeIuDi«  v.  i%^^ 


M 
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Pelorits^  and  by  (hiJ  explosion  they  too  often  tavd 
perished.  In  the  agony  of  these  reflections  language  will 
labour,  and  the  images  of  nature  and  all  her  elements  in 
conflict  and  convulsion  will  present  themselves,  {d) 

When 

(d)  The  foUowihg  pages,  written  in  the  year  17989  maf 
not  improperly  be  inserted  here,  on  this  great  national  subject. 

'*  Such  AN  UNION  is  no^  demanded  of  the  minds,  the  talents, 
"  and  fortunes,  of  the  souls  and  bodies,  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
^*  Great  Britain,  as  never  l>efore  entered  into  the  hearts  of 
**  Englishmen  to  conceive.  We  must  be  preserved  from  the 
^  tyranny  and  power  of  France,  from  all  her  principtesi  and 
^  from  all  her  arms,  open  or  concealed,  mental,  moral,  or  polr* 
f  *  tical.  I  have  pride  and  satisfaction  in  seeing,  and  feeling 
**  that  we  are  all  so  convinced.  We  know  we  must  die,  or 
f*  defend  ourselves  from  the  monstrous  Republic  ! 

*'  Instat  terribilis  vivis ;  morientibus  hasres ; 
**  Nulla  quies:  oritur  prscda  cessante  libido; 
*^  Divitibusque  dies,  et  nox  metuenda  maritis; 
^  Emicat  ad  nutum  stricto  mucrone  minister ! 

"  If  we  consider  it  from  the  commencement,  it  has  threatened^ 
*<  devoted,  and  given  over  all  it's  victims  to  desolation,  wretched- 
'*  ness,  plunder,  and  final  death.  BtooD  is  th«  cement  of  the 
••  Republic. of  France. 

*<  Some  victims  have  bled  for  principle,  others  for  example^ 
**  some  for  funeral  pomp,  and  some  for  a  civic  feast:  blood 
^*  must  flow.  Each  Faction  has  delivered  over  it's  predecessors 
^  to  death.  The  Priests  of  Reason  hold  their  rites  in  the  field 
**  of  Mars»  First  indeed,  they  soothe  awhile  their  savagenes» 
f  with  song  and  festival ;  but  these  are  the  preludes  of  san- 

;«  guinarjr 
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When  indeed  I  considei  ims  great,  powerful,  and  yet 
layutent  kingdom,  with  ail  its  bearings  and  dependencies, 

I  know 

^  guinary  cruelty ;  the  sto|>s  and  pauses  of  their  war-symphonies. 
••  With  their  laurel  and  cypress  branches  bound  together  and 
'*  dipped  in  blood,  they  advance  to  the  altar,  and  perform  their 
^  abhorred  lustration.  The  Manes  of  all  that  is  brave,  and  all 
**  that  is  ferocious,  are  invoked  in  their  democratic  incantations 
^  to  Reason  and  her  Republic. 

**•  Saevis  opus  est,  et  fortibus  umbris; 
*^  Ifzafacit  mancs;  HOifiNUM  mors  omnis  in  usu  est. 

^'  On  the  blood  of  their  murdered  Monarch  they  have  sworn 
^  hatred  to  tyranny;  and  they  have  established  2^  Directory. (*) 
^*  On  the  blood  of  innocence  and  virginity  they  have  sworn  to 
•*  restore  and  to  protect  the  female  dignity ;  and  they  have 
^'  annulled  the  bond  of  marriage,  and  the  charities^of  consan^ 
**guin}ty.  On  the  blood  of  their  Generals  streaming  on  the 
'*  scaffold,  and  on  the  blood  of  armies  partially  devoted  by 
•*  other  Generals  in  the  day  of  bartle,  they  have  sworn  to  give 
•*  honour,  and  encouragement  to  the  Defenders  of  the  Republic* 
*' Such  are  their  decrees;  such  are  their  oaths  registered  in 
««  blood. 

All  is  contradiction  with  them«  yet  all  is  in  action. 
•*  Principles  of  the  moment^  principles  of  reflection,  principles 
**  of  desolation,  principles  of  safety,  all  have  had  their  hour; 
**  all  have  risen  and  fallen.  Banishment  and  deportation  have 
^  now  superseded  the  axe  of  the  guillotine,  and  the  sabre  of 
•*  ruffian  massacre.  How  long  ? — AH  changes  with  them  \  all, 
**  but  the  fixed  lust  of  plunder,  and  aggrandisement,  and  the 
**  rooted  hatred  to  Christian  Religion.  To  every  government| 
^and  to  every  establishmeot  in  Europe  they  apply  but  one 
** axiom,  "  whatever  is,  is  wronoT* 

L  3  "  Whoever 

^  No?r  A  Consul  AT     (ifico)  Next  a -^j  then  a—  &c.&:c. 
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I  know  not  which  to  reprobate  m«st,  the  folly  or  -thcr 


wickednesa 


**  Whoever  strives  to  resist  such  an  adversary,  upon  prin^ 
*'  ciple  and  reflection,  with  eloquence,  or  wisdom,  or  learnings 
^  in  the  robes  of  state,  or  in  the  vestments  of  religion  orof  lawn 
^'  with  arms  in  his  grasp,  or  with  well-directed  opulence,  by 
^'  counsel,  by  precept,  t>r  by  example,  must  be  numbered 
^  among  thkVkiends  op  man. 

^^  I  am  most  serious  in  my  words,  and  earnest  in  my  thoughts^ 
'*  I  have  been  insructed  by  these  great  events,  to  consider  all 
**  actions  as  of  some  weight,  and  that  nothing  if  now  to  be 
**  neglected,  as  wholly  unimportant.  If  the  eflFortsof  the  united 
^*  genius,  learning,  poetry,  and  eloquence  of  a  country  can  be 
**  directed  with  strength  and  discretion,  in  their  proper  and 
**  natural  courses,  we  may  yet  have  confidence.  Enterprises  of 
** great ^id  and  momfni  will  succeed,  and  a  righteous  security 
*^  may  be  established. 

*'  Consider  for  a  moment  what  is  the  hope  of  bad  men« 
*'  The  Orator  of  Athens  has  declared,  that  their  hope  of 
**  safety  is  placed  ik  the  excess  of  THEia  wickedness^ 
•'and  INIQJJITY  ALONB*,'*  The  haunts,  and  caves,  ,and 
•'  tenements,  and  scuiking  huts  of  sophistry,  anarchy,  rebeU 
•'  lion,  democracy,  and  Jacobinism,  will  at  length  be  fully 
*^  revealed,  ^nA  finally  levelled  and  ruined.  When  the  fountains 
^  of  hallowed  fire  are  once  opened,  and  flowing  with  liquid 
*'  purity  in  the  silence  of  the  night,  the  objects  which  darknesa 
•♦  would  conceal,  arc  not  only  discovered,  but  destroyed. 

**  The  force  of  France  is  indeed  formidable;  but  he^ 
*' Principles,  wherever  they  take  root,  and  grow,  and  bear, 
••  are  alone  invincible.  If  we  think  otherwise,  1  fear,  we  deceive 
**  ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not  ix^itb  us.    France  invites  every 

''  European 

Demosthenes  Orat.  ;•  Contra  Aristogicon.  png.  483.  £d.  fcne^ 
nati  Cr.  157Q. 
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^KnAtiness  of  its  interned  enemies,  ttd  of  t&e  de^peratfe 
,  French 

**£iin^an  government  to  suicide.  Her  High  Priest  t  told 
''her  long  ago,  that  oo  Government  could  perish  but  by  it's 
'*  own  hand,  and  by  it*s  cnnsent  to  die.  The  Government  of 
^  Great  Britain  has  given  no  snch  consent.  Her  Kiiig,  her 
*'  Nobles,  her  Commons,  her  Soldiers^  her  Sailors,  her  Senators, 
^  her  Statesmen,  her  Lawyers,  her  Artists,  her  Merchants,  her 
^  Citizens, het  Peasants,  a-ll  matntain  anddechre  with  0/ir^ voice, 
^'and  with  arms  in  their  bands,  **  Orsat  Britain  has  oivk* 
^  NO  CONSENT  to  DIB.'*  She  has  not  Iffted  tip  her  arms  against 
'<  herself:  she  is  willing  aod  desirous  to  Hve.  She  has  humb^d 
"  henelf  before  God  the  Judgeof  all,  throvgbthe  Great  Mediator 
^of  hunianity.  She  knows  her  strength,  and  has  felt  her  infir- 
'*  mity ;  »he  is  earnest  for  her  preservation  from  her  foes  within 
''aod  without ;  and  having  done  ail,  and  still  committing  herself, 
*' and  her  cause,  to  him  whojudgeth  righteously,  she  hopes 
*'yet  to  stand. 

*'  Whether  the  end  of  all  things  may  be  at  hand;  and  what 
**  the  decrees  of  Eternal  Power,  Wisdom,  Justice,  and  Goodness 
'*  may  intend  in  the  last  resort,  we  acknowledge  to  be  inscru- 
*^  table.  But  we  trust,  it  cannot  be  deemed  an  unwarrantable" 
•*  presumption  to  suggest  or  to  affirm,  that,  if  the  attributes  of 
^  God  are  true;  if  man  is  ^V  creature,  and  governed  by  his 
"  laws;  the  opposers  of  this  overbearing,  desolating,  impious, 
^  and  universal  Tyranny  must  be  justified  9BForb  Hjm! 
'*  As  to  us,  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  if  we  would  exist 
"at  all,  we  must  be  preserved  as  w£  are.  Our  Constitution 
^is  not  lost;  and  the  ramparts  we  h^ve  raised  around  it,  will 
''maintain  it  entire.  Our  liberties  are  supported  equally 
''against  arbitrary  power,  and  against  the  engines  of  licentious* 
^fless  and  democracy.     Upon  us  the  destiny  of  Europe,  and 

L  4  <*  perhaps 

t  Voltaire. 
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Vrench  faction  in  the  heart  of  it's  metropolis. '  When  I 
think  on  these  things,  and  at  the  same  time  reflect,  that  th^ 
eyes  of  a  whole  nation  were  originally  opened  by  Onb 
Man,  and  the  systems  of  internal  destruction  and  of 
irreversible  misery,  which  awaited  us^  were  displayed  and 
confounded  by  HIS  powers,  I  pardon  and  forget  his 
eccentricities,  and  even  his  partiality  for  the  Romish  faith 
and  its  professors,  and  the  heat  and  violence  which  too 
frequently  and  too  fatally  attend  upon  the  uncontrolled 
Genius  of  Edmund  Burke*  Sometimes  indeed,  (it  is 
when  my  heart  burns  within  me)  I  pour  out  my  thoughts 
by  myself  in  contemplation  of  my  country,  which  I 
love  with  ardour  unabated,  and  of  its  great  Citizen, 
whom  I  approach  with  reverence,  in  the  words  of  tho 
poet: 

Quae  cum  magna  modis  multis  miranda  videtur 
Gentibus  humanis  Regio,  viscndaque  fertur, 
Rebus  opima  bonis,  mult^  munita  virftm  vi, 
Nil  tamen  hoc  habuisse  Viro  PRiECLARius  in  se. 
Nee  sanctum  magis  et  mirum  cdiuxnc^Mt  videtur. [e) 

But 


'^  perhapi  of  the  vhoje  civilised  world,  ultimately  depends:  i( 
f*  seems  placed  in  oar  hands,  a  fearful  and  an  awful  charge. 

*'  Omnia  Fata  lahoraut^ 
*^  Si  quijquam  mutare  velis ;   unoqjj^svbictu 
**  Stat  GEniJs  HUMANUM  !"* 

(0  '^  Animo  v/W//,  ingenio  com^thxus  est^  eloquentii  iUuminmm 
*•  v//."  'These  arc  the  words  of  Patercutus  concerning  Cicero* 
How  natural  to  transfer  them  to  Edmund  Bvrke  !    (1796.) 

The 
•  Prff4t9ry  Efiistle  to  the  Translation  of  the  Passages  cited  in  th 
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But  stjil  on  such  a  subject,  of  such  a  man,  and  at  sacfi 
^  dine,  I  would  speak  with  precision,  and  admire  with 
circomspectioo.  Let  us  call  to  mind  for  a  moment  the  few 
yean  just  past,  and  the  transactions,  the  traces  of  which  art 
felt  and  visible.  I  would  pass  over  them  rapidly,  but  I 
^uld  wish  the  view  to  be  impressive. 

We  have  been  delivered  from  a  state  of  much  internal 
temv  and  impending  anarchy,  and  from  the  confusioa 
of  a  new  political  chaos,  where  all  was  brute  and  disorderly. 
Our  constitution,  our  liberties,  and  our  rights^  (I  fear  not 
to  name  the  word,  we  have  and  enjoy  them  all,  rights 
public  and  private)  all  these  have  been  preserved  and  coa« 
firmed. 

Every  rank   in  society,    the  pheasant,    the    lawyer,    the 

mechanic,  the  farmer,  the  tradesman,  the  private    gcntle- 

xnan,   have  all    felt,   and  acknowledged,   and  obeyed  the 

paramount  call  of  their  country.    Peace  is  within  our  walls, 

^d  it  is  their  work.     In  the  higher  orders  of  the  state,  and 

ui  the  Sovereign,  we  have  seen  a  gracious  behaviour,  a 

common  interest,  an  equal  exertion,  and  a  regular,  defined, 

*^itcd  power.     Of  such  a  conduct  security  is  the  natural 

production;  it  blossoms  into  fruit.     But  with  this  though 

'^^  may  be  happy,  he  will  not  always,  nor  indeed  long,  be 

sausfied*     He  will  reach  at  perfection  absolute-and  unqua« 

^med,  forgetting,  that  theoretical  perfection  in  government 

^^  practical  oppression  are  closely  allied.     He  will  be 

^^T^  th^n  man,  and  he  becomes  Icis. 

In 

ij^r^^" ' 

*^^  words  also  of  one  of  the  fathers  of  the  Church  wcic 
**€cdbythe  zeal,   writings,  speeches,  and  exertions  of  tbit 
•"^^^t  and  illustrious  man, 

k^xit  E'lS  ^vdpuvo;  ^nXat  zisvpuii^vos  *OAOKAHPOM 
}io/^$jk;(rp(a9;(i  ^nt^ov.    Chrysost.     Avif.  a. 
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In  die  years  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  eight  and 
eighty  nine,  the  visionary  prospect  from  the  shore  of 
france  opened  on  the  eyes  of  our  modern  Refbrmersi 
•JEngland  looked  upon  these  Reformers,  and  tke  govera- 
ment  neglected  them.  Societies^  in  the  very  face  of  an 
Bisulted  legislature,  boldly  multiplied,  and  magnified^ 
and  consolidated  each  other*  All  grew  up  in  silence. 
There  was  no  public  apprehension  among  the  well-afiected, 
BO  distrust.  We  laughed  at  metaphysical  distinctions,  and 
idle  terms  of  scholastic  art«  and  revolutionary  dinners, 
and  republican  toasts*  It  was  an  hour  of  general  and  of 
noac countable  indiflerence.  The  great  chain  of  posts,  and 
»  species  of  telegraphic  communication  had  been  established 
no  perceived. 

The  English  revolution  in  1688  was  held  up  to  seeming 
approbation  and  reverence,  but  in  reality  to  secret  or  rather 
f<»opeu  contempt;  and  the  Revolution  in  France  1788,  was 
the  Revolution  which  they  intended  to  realize  and  to  cele- 
Irate.  The  Reformers  strove  to  buy  golden  opinions  of 
their  fellow  citizens,  and  to  wear  them  in  their  newest  glois* 
The  external  decoration  deceived  the  eye.  The  painted 
sepulchre  was  prepared  and  whited  without,  the  vault  and 
receptacle  of  all  our  ancient  liberties,  and  rights,  and  seen* 
rities,  and  properties,  and  common  comforts.  Stii]  we 
leheld  all  this,  but  went  our  way,  and  forgot  what  manner 
t>i  men  these  Reformers  were. 

At  this  very  hour,  when  the  public  mind  was  darkened 
ihat  it  could  not  discern,  when  jn  every  quarter  of  the 
keaven  appeared  vapour,  and  mist,  and  cloud,  and  exha« 
)aiion : 

La  piova  maladetta,  fr^dda,  e  greve, 
(Regola  e  qralita  strana  era,  e  nuova) 

Grandinc 
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Giandine  grossa,  e  acqua  tinUt  «  neve, 
Per  I'aer  tenebroso  si  riversa!  {s) 

M  this  very  hour  the  morning  horizon  began  suddenly  tm 
idden.  It  was  the  dawn.  Then  indeed,  **  First  in  hit 
^  cast  the  glorious  lamp  was  seen.  Regent  of  Day !"  Thii 
luminary  was  Edmund  Burke*  Light  broke  upoa 
diem  all.  The  features  of  misrule  and  xnalignity,  oE 
tyranny  and  of  oppression,  the  fabled  spectres  and  hostile 
powers  figured  by  poets  and  orators,  were  realized  in  the 
spirits  of  turbulence,  dissatisfaction,  sedition,  rebellion^ 
and  democracy ;  but  they  were  seen  to  be  dispersed.  The 
nys  of  the  orb  were  direct,  collected,  and  concentrated : 
they  hjid  power  to  illuminate  and  to  consume.  But  the 
course  of  this  orb,  though  marked,  was  short :  it  is  set  3 
never  to  return,  [b) 

Ot;  pisv  Stf  ^a;ovror  axriSee^,  hSa  Qavovro;,  (() 

I  must  proceed. — I  confess,  that  I  am  not  sueh  a 
desperate  lover  of  what  is  brought  to  n^  for  abstract 
political  truth,  as  never  to  make  an  enquiry  into  tha 
characters  of  the  proposers  of  it,  their  personal  views,  and 
the  men  and  measures  with  which  they  are  connected.  X 
feel  myself  a  member  of  regulated  society,  and  1  woul4 
maintain  an  established  order,  I  acknowledge  myself  4 
subject  of  a  mild  and  equitable  government,  (though  under. 
9  most  severe  temporary  pressure)  and  I  would  prescrvci 
that   go  varment    which  gives  us    all   protection.     And 

whfQ 

(0)  Pante  Inf.  C.  6.      From  what  other  Poet,  ancient  of 
IDodern,  could  I  draw  forth  such  expressions? 

^)  (A«5«^t  1797.)  (f.)  Hoip.  U.23.  V.69, 
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[  ^en  I  adopt  the  great  rule,  that  *'  we  should  love  oof 
^*  neighbour  as  ourselves,"  I  have  not  yet  made  such 
advances  in  the  theory  of  political  justice,  and  in  the  new 

* 

visdom,  as  coolly  to  assert,  that  "  this  maxim,  though 
««  possessing  considerable  merit  as  a  popular  principle,  is 
•*  not  strictly  modelled  with  philosophical  precision**  (a) 

I  have  not  yet  learned  to  treat  the  Revelation  of  God,  nor 
the  institutions  of  my  country,  with  contumely.  I  have  no 
romantic  ideas  of  virtues  without  motives,  and  of  actions 
without  regulations.  I  believe  it  to  be  a  matter  of  general 
aafety,  that  crimes  should  be  discerned ^  as  well  as  repressed, 
by  legal  sanctions ;  and  that  the  nature  of  justice,  and  of 
injustice,  should  be  declared,  taught  and  enforced,  by  law, 
by  religion,  and  by  education.  Experience  has  instructed 
xne,  and  reason  and  reflection  have  confirmed  me  in  the 
belief,  that  Conscience  may  be  erroneous;  that  it  is  a 
monitor  which  needs  advice,  and  a  guide  which  often 
calls  for  superior  direction.  I  look  upon  justice  as  the 
foundation  [b)  and  the  support,  but  not  as  the  whole  oi 

human 

(«)  See  an  Enquiry  into  Political  Justice,  by  William  God^ 
win.     2d  edit.  8vo.  vol.  i.  p.  127. 

« 

(h)  AxxA  vo7aan>  atr^oXcr  BA®PON.  (Pindar.)  But  who 
calls  z  foundation^  a  building  ?— The  whole  passage  of  the  poet 
lias  such  strength  and  grace,  when  applied  to  Great  Britaini 
that  I  will  present  it  to  our  Grecian  patriots.  •*  Oixov  apccj^oy 
•*  owrTCif,  SfvoiCTi  Sg  iipavoyra^  yya/oofjL^i  rant  o^fiav  Kopv^oi!, 
**  Tpo^vfov  rioTSiiayos^  ayXaoxaqoy'  Ev  rx  yap  Et/yo/xta  vaiei, 
*'  xxuiyvmrau  tc,  /^ixa  TToKianf  aafscXi^  fa9§ov,  kou  o/AorpjTrof 
•*  Eipavat,  rapuai  qtyipaG-nrXHru^  yjpva^a.L  'jrouS5S,£vSuKii  0£^(Tor, 
•*  aXe^eiv  vCp^v,  xopov  fjLxrspa  Opatrufjuv^oy.  Ev  Je  Mo«t' o^irrvoof , 
•  iv  J*  ApiOS"  u#a;v  kikimis  ociyjjiiKnj  avJgo/v.  Find.  Olymp.  0. 13. 
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Inunan  duty ;  and  I  cannot,  in  insulting  language,  resolve 
the  sum  and  subftance  of  all  government  and  civil  society 

into  *'  Laws  proclaimed   by  Heralds,  and  expounded  by 

••  Curates."  (c) 

Yet  do  I  not  speak  professionally:  I  have  no  personal 
iflterference  in  the  church,  the  law,  or  the  state.  But  I 
speak  again  and  again,  with  earnestness  and  with  sincerity, 
from  the  mingled  affections  of  regard,  fear,  and  hope  Jor 
a/i  (and  I  trust,  we  are  the  great  majority)  who  yei 
Temain  firm,  constant,  and  unshaken  by  such  writers  as 
these.  I  speak  to  all  who  have  the  courage,  and  learning, 
and  ability  to  repress  them,  not  by  force,  (God  forbid !) 
but  by  reasoning,  and  by  appeals  to  the  understanding, 
and  the  social  relations  of  their  fellow  creatures.  I  speak 
to  all  who  can  rescue  them  from  the  cold  unfeeling  tyranny 
of  modern  metaphysics,  as  exhibited  in  the  new  systems  of 
government  and  manners,  (religion  they  have  none);  and 
from  nonsense  which  roust  at  last  be  found  impracticable, 
^hen  every  estate  and  condition  of  man  has  been  overthrown 
for  their  pleasure  and  experiment ;  that  these  new  arbiters, 
•>■  creators,  of  human  destiny  may  introduce  a  government 
without  principles,  laws  without  mercy,  and  morality 
Without  a  motive. 

The  main  point  of  rest  to  every  empire  is  the  principle 
^  ^hich  voluntary  and  habitual  obedience  is  paid  to 
Published  authority.  Half  a  century  is  insufficient  for 
^ny  ji^m  power  or  constitution  to  find  it's  level.     It  i> 

indeed 


■*^ 


(^)  See  Godwin  on  Justice  as  above,  vol.  a.  p.  99. 
H^c  ego  fton  credam  fenusind  Mgma  liuernd  f 
Hac  Ego  non  £gium  f 

I  Juv*  Sat.  !•  Tf  51* 


{tiieei  matter  of  great  patience,  as  well  as  of  tlie  i 
concern,  to  reasonable  men»  to  observe  what  ii 
'iarrying  on  in  this  country  in  defiance  of  every  evil 
bas  been  felt,  and  will  long  continue  to  be  felt,  fn 
introduction  of  new  principles  among  other  nations 
the  sentence  of  final  destruction  seems  to  be  now  exc 
on  the  various  governments  of  Europe. 

••  Yes,  I  must  weep  for  you,  ye  rival  vales, 
'*  Arno  and  Andalusia!  but  for  thee 
'*  More  largely,   and  with  filial  tears  must  weej 
"  O  Albion,  O  my  country!  Must  thoujoin^ 
•*  In  vain  dissever* djrom  the  rest  ?" 

I  trust  not  in  vain,  [i]    Still  the  last  dispensation  of 


{d)  Historical  facts  of  ancient  times  are  wholly  inac 
to  the  illustration  of  the  present  great  events;  but  some  p 
are  not  unworthy  of  attention.     In  the  a56th  year  of 
when  the  Lttiiis  declared  for  Tarquin,  the  Conscript 
were  not  terrified,  though  all  their  JlHes^  the  Rutuli,  the 
and  other  powers  deserted   them.     TJie  Senate  was  stil 
though  Rome  had  rebellious  subjects  in  the  heart  of  the 
polis,  and  the  State  and  Constitution  were  preserved. 

There  were  men  indeed  who,  like  the  Tookcs  and  Th 
of  our  days,  taught  the  people,  «« /xoj  f  iXox^wf e*v  ev  woXei  ^ 
••  avrois  aynQn  f«TaS«5H(m,'*  and  enforced  all  the  pope 
guments  of  revolt  and  sedition.  I  refer  to  the  fifth  Boo) 
Roman  Antiquities  of  Dionysius  Halicamassensis,  S( 
which  is  curious  and  instructive.  But  one  sentence 
neglected  Historian  is  so  singularly  applicable  to  our  o^ 
mediate  circumstances  (August  1797)  that  it  may  not  be 
per  to  insert  it.     It  is  from  the  626  Section  of  the  5th 
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U  QJferti  TO  THIS  ISLAND  :  and  it  is  onljr  to  \)t  descnrdl 
and  continued  to  us  by  firmness,  temperance,  and  pietf^ 
and  by  perseverance  in  the  constitution,  sacred  and  civil, 
viidch  now  is;  without  daring  to  attempt  any  prcseat 
innovation  in  theory  or  in  practice. 

It  is  indeed  by  looking  calmly,  not  as  slaves  or  bigots« 
but  as  wise  men»  upon  those  imperfections,  which  human 
institutions  never  can  prevent,  nor  wholly  remove,  that  we 
uayyei  hope,  under  providence^  to  preserve  for  ourselves  an! 
for  our  posterity  the  blessings  of  cultivated  society,  in  thi* 
awful  and  general  convulsion  of  Europe.  They  are  best 
secured  to  us  by  our  present  form  of  government  and  laws, 
which  are  just  in  their  principle,  temperate  in  their  effects, 
impartial  in  their  application,  and  merciful  in  their  execution, 
and  have  the  sanction  of  time,  of  wisdom,  and  of  experience* 

In  whatever  shape  Fhench  Philosophy  may  approacTi, 
however  recommended,  or  dignified,  or  disguised,  by  scho-* 
iars,  or  by  ignorant  and  seditious  men,  in  Greek,  in  Latin, 
in  French,  or  in  English^  I  would  resist  and  repd!  k^ 
Whenever  the  machine  appears  before  the  walls,  I  shall 
never  regard  it  as  the  gift  of  Minerva,  but  call  aloud  to  try 
the  temper  and  the  substance  of  it, /err o  Argolicas JadariS 
iaiebraSf  to  distrust  the  present,  and  to  reject  the  offer- 
Let  the  ei>emy  be  diagged  forth  to  tight  and  shewn  as  he  is^ 

and 


•*  »oXg/Aov  oc^'xi^vyi^yovSf  nut  IIASAS  AllErNfiKOTAS- 
*'  2YMMAXIKA2  EAIIIAAS.jaXXa  rcu;  oikhms  ovvxti,^^ 
"  VKTrBva-avTss  /xovopir,  zoWoj  TrpoQitAorspoi  'frpos  tov  AyxvA 
*'  syivovTO,  i;  5*a  ttjv  avavxr^v  avisos;  ayxQoi  Tcapa,  r»s  x^v^vv^ 
'*  ecropcEvoi,  xai    lav    Karx  \V»v    Trpx^ucrit     rxis   i^ixis   apsrai^ 

Pion.  Halicarn,  Rgm.  Hist.  L,  5.  S.6a« 
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and  I  will  yet  trust  that  the  kiogdom  aad  the  citadel  ft 
stand* 

The  THIRD  PART  of  this  poem  opens  with  a  play 
•ubjecty  and  it  is  treated  as  such.  But  as  the  poem  advanc 
I  must  (to  use  a  prophet's  expression)  '*  shew  ray  di 
**  speech  upon  the  harp ;"  and  must»  now  and  then  p 
chance*  strike  the  strings  somewhat  loudly^  and  desce 
into  a  more  severe  and  a  more  solemn  harmony*  I 
what  I  esteem  to  be  necessary,  that  I  will  declare ;  and  w 
I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  represent,  that  X  will  have  i 
boldness  to  publish.  Through  the  whole  course  of  my  li 
in  every  trying  circumstance,  and  in  every  wayward  eve 
public  and  private,  I  have  held  fast  the  concise  and  strc 
admonition  of  the  poet , 

Tu  NE  CEDE  MALis;  sed  contra  audcniior  iio, 
Quam  tua  U  Fortuna  sinct. 

My  learning  and  researches,  such  as  they  are,  I  subi 
to  scholars;  my  opinions,  my  labour,  and  my  services, 
the  integrity  of  affection,  I  offer  to  my  country;  i 
errors  and  defects  I  leave  to  public  reprehension,  in 
respectful  silence.  Whether  men  will  hear,  or  whetli 
chey  will  not  hear,  is  not  strictly  my  personal  conccr: 
kut  my  intention  no  man  takethfrom  me. 
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[JITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


ALOGUE  THE  THIRD.(«) 


OCTAVIUS. 

T  then,  shall  none  remain,  to  whom  belongs 
of  Attic  bards,  and  Dorian  songs?  [c) 
land  boast  no  more,  in  ordered  clans, 
from  Athens,  and  her  Delian  swans  ? 

Is 

{a)  First  printed  in  May,  1796. 
aei  Deipnosophisc  t  L.  14.  p*  617.  Ed.  Casiub. 

abject  of  Greek  Literature  is  resumed.    See  \hm 
f  the  Second  Dialogue. 

M 


r  «7«  1 

Is  no  memorial  left  of  ancient  fame. 

No  diige  funereal',  nor  me  Grecian  game  ? 


AUTHOR. 


There  is :  lo,  learned  CI^tfoSE  in  sable  stole. 
Graceful  in  years,  pant  eager  for  the  goal !  {a) 
Old  Norb'ry  [b)  starts,  and  with  the  seventh-fo 

boys 
In  weeds  of  Greek  the  church-yard*s  peace  annc 
With  classic  Weston,  {cc)  Charley  Coote,  andTc 
In  dismal  dance  about  the  mournful  yew. 


{a)  I  allude  to  the  rage  for  translating  Gray's  Elq 
Greek  verse,  by  so  many  combatants  for  the  prizei  of 
more  in  the  following  notes. 

ij)  The  Reverend  Doctor  Norbury,  late  one  of  the  asi 
and  now  one  of  the  fellows  (or  old  boys)  at  £ton|  publisl 
first  Greek  translation  of  the  Elegy. 

(r)  In  Eton  School  there  are  but  six  forms  for  the  t 
These  Reverend  Divines,  it  seems,  have  only  taken  < 
since  they  left  school. 

[cc)  The  Rev.  Stephen  Weston,  a  own  of  nyueh 
nuity,  of  great  classical  knowledge|  and  skill  ia  i 
languages! 
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fiut  first  in  notes  Sicilian  {e)  plac'd  on  higlij 
Bates  sounds  the  soft  preluding  symphony ; 


And 


(J)  Monsieur  Peltier  (Editor  of  the  Tableau  dc  Paris,  &€•) 
^voured  me  with  the  following  record  and  extract,  which  I 
S^^e  in  his  own  French  termS|  as  they  are  very  significant  and. 
forcible. 

**  Place  de  la  Traductxok, 

•*  Jbam  Norbury,  Docteur  en  Thcologie,  Chanoine  et 

Associe  a  Eton.    Jg^  soixante  et  huit  ails. 

**   Etibkne    Weston,    Bachelier   en    Thcologie,     Abbcf 

Voyageur,  Versificateur,  ci  devant  Recteur.  Jge  cinquante  ans. 

**  Charles  Cootb,  *  Docteur  en  Thcologie,  Doien  Irlan- 

^o\u    j^gl  cinquante  et  deux  ans,  selon  le  rcgistre. 

••  Edodard  Tbw,  Bachelier  en  Theologie,    Chanoine  ct 

<Associe  a  Eton.    Jge  cinquante  et  sept  ans, 

"  Guillotines  ^  la  Grecque^  25  Fhreal  Quintidi^  ^19^* 
**  Extrait  du  Registre  dt  la  Guillotine  Liter  air e^^* 

K.  B.   *'  lis  sont  mentis  sur  V  echaffaut  avec  assez  de  courage ;  4 
dix^heures  et  un  quart  du  matin  leurs  tctes  sent  tofnies.^' 

£xtrait  da  Rapport  fait    au  conseil  des  anciens,  par 
^'fiiecutear  de  ia  haute  justice  literaire. 


€c 


CC 


«C 


**  P.S.  J'ni  re^ue  une  lettre  tres  obligeante  de  ia  part  de 

A^omieur  Peltier,   dont  j*ai  ia  plus  haute  consideration,  qui 

"^^'a  inform^,  qu'il  y  a  unc  petite  meprise  dans  le  Registre  au 

^ujet  de  Monsieur  le  Docteur  Cootb,  Traducteur  celebre. 

^^'il  n'etoit  pas  Doien  Irlandois,  &  par  consequent  grand  theo- 

^^icn,  mais  Docteur  en  Droit  Civil  en  Angleterrc,  trJs  instruit 

^^Mi  la  grammaire  Grecque^    Monsieur  Peltier  avec  le  zcle  le  plus 

M  a  edifiant 


And  in  sad  cadence,  as  the  bands  condense^' 
The  curfew  tolls  the  knell  oi/utrting  Sense. 

.    .        '  Nai 

(e)  Notes  Sicilian,— JoAU  Bates,  Esq^  as  an  old  Etoni 
And  once  Fallow  and  Tutor  of  King's  College,  Cambridge,  i 
so  obligiog  at  to  offer  himself  as  Musical  Conductor  on  the  occasi< 
Some  persons  may  think,  that  the  **  notes  Sicilian**  allude  to 
Apx«'»'€  SixeXixai  rcj  wev.Qgoj,  a^yj^r^  Ma/<rar.*  but  they  are 
musicians,  if  they  think  so.  Mr.  Bates's  judgment  natut*al]y 
him  to  adopt  the  Siciliana  for  this  famous  solemnity,  as  it  i 
movement  slower  and  more  marked  than  the  Giga,  While  i 
SicilisMa  was  playing,  the  combatants,  before  they  entered  i 
lilts,  approached  the  Critic's  throne  moring  in  a  sort  of  m 
sured  step. 

Thc^^Rcv,  Mr.  Nar  Ei,(edit0r  of  the  British  Critic,  and  in  i 
cetimation,  and  I  believe  in  that  of  every  Member  of  Lincol 
Inn,  a  gentlenian  of  wx>rth,  learning  and  ability,  and  to  wh< 
not  the  slightest  disrespect  Is  here  intended)  was  appointed  i 
judge  or  BpaS^v;  on  the  occasion,  and  beheld  them  with< 
emotion,  though  the  sight  was  luxuriant  in  the  extreme. 

0*er  their  warm  cheeks,  and  rising  bosoms  move 
The  bloom  o^ young  desire,  and  purple  light  of  love! 


cdifiant  pour  la  verite,  et  avec  beaucoup  d'onction,  m'a  pric 
corriger  le  registre  et  la  poesie  la  dessus;  et  m'a  informe,  q 
Monsieur  Nares  Auteur  tres  aimable  en  son  genre,  et  editc 
de  I'ouvrage  pcriodique,  (The  British  Critic)  la  vouliic  an 
avec  beaucoup  d^empressement.  Malheureusement  c'est  h 
possible ;  et  j*ai  repondQ  tres  franchement  x  •*  Mon  cher  P 
^*  tier,  quand  une  fois  la  tete  doctorale  est  tombce^  ehi  q 
i*  faire?*'  (A'w.  1797O 

*  Moschi  Epit.  in  Bion.  v.  i. 
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Nares  (/)  holds  the  prize,  and  stops  the  Doric  din, 
Elmsley  ( g)  without,  and  Rivington  within ; 
The  volumes  are  arranged  in  order  meet. 
And  all  their  ears  erect  these  accents  greet :  20 

"  Hail, 

Had  the  combatants  been  political  personage^  I  would  have 
described  the  whole  game,  and  thecharacten;  and  their  speeches 
in  the  poem.  But  I  learned  early  from  Cervantes  the  necessity 
of  limitation  and  propriety  in  fiction  \  thoug^h  this  indeed  is  a 
were  record  of  a  matter  offqct. 

(f)  I  always  admired  the  solemn  irony,  with  which  the 
Reviewers  in  Thi  British  Critic  treated  this  Gracian  game  among 
the  old  boys.  It  appeared  to  me  as  if  I  saw  their  exercises 
Med  9ver  at  Eton  by  Dr.  Davies,  who  said,  <<  Norbury,  yo\i 
•*  have  done  yftre/ry  well :^' — ••  Tew,  you  had  a  few  faults,  hut  a 
"  little  more  sjiirit  than  Norbury ;" — **  Weston,  ^ou  have  trans- 
"  lated  with  some  elegance,  but  you  have  no  authoi ity  for ^our 
"  genitive  absolute '' — "  Master  Coote,  I  think  you  hav^  one 
"  false  quantity,  but  it  is  a  doubtful  syllable^  and  I  shall  ^<wj 
*•  it  this  time-'**  It  i^  something  odd,  that  a  Westminster*man, 
(I  mean  Mr.  Nare?,)  should  be  the  Judge  of  these  ojd  Eto© 
^ys. 

{g)  Elmsley*  and  Rivington,  two  London  booksellers,  one 
famed    for  shrewdness,   and  the  other  for  orthodoxy;  very 

proper 

I  ■■  '■■  ■ ■  ■      ■  ..I  ■  I  ■■,■.,,  ■       .     ■    .^      I       

*  I  know  not  why  I  should  withhold  the  Testimonia  Doctor  urn 
to  Mr.  Elmsley.  To  begin ;— •*  Mr.  Elmsley^  whose  zeal  for 
ff  bis  Author  can  never  be  sufficiently  commended^"  &c.— 

Ma  S©c 
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"  Hail,  my  fond  masters  of  the  Grecian  lyre  ! 

•^  Hear  a  Reviewer's  verse  yourselves  mspire  : 

**  These  books  are  yours,  (oh,  heed  my  tuneful  voice) 

**  Take  'em,  or  (/)  damn  'em,  as  best  suits  your 

choice  i 

*'  For 

proper  assessors  to  the  Critic.  Mr.  Elmsley  was  stationed 
at  the  door  to  keep  the  peace  among  the  combatants,  who  were 
rather  noisy  and  troublesome  frcm  their  number.  Afterwards 
Mr.  Elmsley  took  his  seat  with  the  Critic.  The  place  of  the 
meeting  was  the  celebrated  Musical  Room  in  Hanover  Square; 
See  a  subsequent  note. 

(/)  Damn" em, — "  This  (word)  is  to  be  understood  in  z,very 
•*  sober  and  decent  sense,"  See  Bishop  Warburton's  note  on  one 
of  the  concluding  lines  of  Pope's  Story  of  Sir  Balaam,  Moral 

£p* 

See  Mr.  Bryant's  Letter  to  Mr.  Richardson  at  the  end.  Hear 
likewise  Mr.  Gibbon:  "  Je  trouve  dans  le  Libraire  Elmsley^  un 
*'  Conseiiler  sage^  instruit^  et  discret.^*  Mr.  Gibbon  to  Mr, 
Deyverdun.  Letters,  vol.  a.  4to.  p.  596.  Again :  •*  I  was 
**  /jroud  and  /lafy'iy,  if  I  could  prevail  on  Elmsley^  to  enliven  the 
**  dullness  of  the  evening.**  lb.  p.  653. 

Booksellers  of  reputation  have  been  always  mentioned  with 
respect;  the  Sbsii  by  Horace,  and  Trypho  by  Quintilian :  Mr. 
Tonson  is  recorded  by  a  man  of  talents,*  Mr.  Becket  by 
Sterne,  Mr.  Elmsley  by  Mr.  Bryant  and  Mr.  Gibbon,  and. 
finally  by  his  humble  servant,  the  Author  of  the  Pursuits  o0 
Literature. 

•  George  Steevcns,  Esqi  editor  of  Shakspeare,  in  his  Preface 
to  the  Poel*8  works,  % 
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^  Forborne  are  new,  some  foolish,  and  some  old, 
**  Some  pert  in  calf,  and  some  in  sheets  are  bold. 

"  Twelve  British  Critics,  ,new  or  little  read ; 
^  Horsley's  chaste  sermon,  {k)  and  his  copper  head ; 

*^  Letters 

iEp.3.  V.  401.  Pope's  Works,  edit.  Warb.  8vo.  vol.  3.  p.  269^ 
^-  The  devil  and  the  king  divide  the  prize  ;*'  which  line  the  bishop 
^ththe  utmost  gravity  declares  to  be  **  a  satire  only  on  such 
**  ministers  of  state,  which  history  informs  us  have  been  found, 
^  who  aided  the  devil  in  his  temptations,  in  order  to,  &c.  &c." 
^  the  remainder  of  the  note.  This  it  is  to  be  a  commentator 
^  I  mere  badinage ! ! ! 

There  certainly  are  books  which  may  make  a  Reviewer  or  a 
ftvinc  swear  a  little  j  and  I  readily  excuse  Mr.  Nares  (as  I  do  Mr. 
^nibb  in  the  farce)  for  being  a  little  hasty  in  his  expressions. . 

Looginus  (who  gives  txcellent  directions,  in  his  treatise  oa 
^e  lublime,    for    shearing  to  the  best  advantage)  observes^ 

Etfriv  «  TO  o7r«<r«v  Tivat  OMO£AI  /xpyrr,  ro  Je  ^ra,  xou  troits^ 

nai  e^*  in  Jtrnt^afv^  xau  rives'  lv£X2."  De  Subl.  S.  i6.  The 
obstante  of  which  may  be  this ;    **  Snvearing  considered  ia 

itielf,  and  without  reference  to  the  matter  and  the  manner^ 
'  is  by  no  means  an  accomplishment,  or  a  source  of  the  sublime^ 
^  and  should  never  be  introduced,  but  in  the  proper  place  and 
^^  occasion,  and  then  only  upon  the  mo«t  urgent  motives  and 
^  for  the  strongest  reasons."  From  all  which  it  appears,  that 
discipline  and  instruction  in  thb  art  are  necessary,  befbre  a  maa 
can  swear  as  a  gentleman,  a  scholar,  an  orator,  or  a  man  of  fa- 
shion. Therefore,  no  man  should  ever  swear  at  random  in  con- 
versation* See  the  Rev.  Dr*  Longmu.s's  Sermon,  as  above,  ia 
ioto ;  to  which  tiie  Rev.  Mr.  Nares  certainly  paid  due  attention* 

M4 
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^*  Letters  from  Alciphron  (/)  to  cool  love's  £ 
f  *  And  prove  Greek  whores  and  English  just  th 


(k)  See  his  Sermon  before  the  Magdalens,  (in  410) 
22,  179^.  I  wish  the  Bishop  had  put  an  append 
fashion  is)  to  explain  a  little  of  it,  though  in  some  p 
very  /»/^///^/^}^.— For  instance,  in  the  following  passag 
•*  Namberless  and  ravishing  aie  the  beauties  which  t 
**  ETE  beholds,  in  the  various  works  of  creation  ai 
**  Elegant  and  of  endless  variety  the  entertainments  1 
"  provided  for  the  bar  :  whether  it  delight  to  listen  to 
^*  narratiires  of  history,  er  the  wiU  fictions  of  romance 
*^  It  hearken  to  the^r^v^  lessons  of  the  moralist,  to  th 
*^  demonstrations  of  science,  the  round  periods  of  eloqi 
•*  sfirightly  flourishes  of  rhetoric,  the  smooth  numbers 
**  flights  of  poetry,  or  catch  the  enchanting  sounds*  of  1 
«*  thit  poetry,  which  sings  of  (something) ;  that  harmo 
•*  fans  (one  thing)  and  vjoftt  (another)  &c,  &c."  Anc 
Bishop  had  not  httn  filain  enough^  he  begins  again;  ^' 
'^  the  multitude  of  /ileasurabU  forms  which''  do,  \ 
observed. 

The  reader  will  allow,  he  never  before  met  with 
recondite  truth,  diversified  with  such  beautiful  and 
Dating  epithets.     The  Bishop  might  as  well  have  said  ! 
*^  a  charming  place  London  is!   what  ^varieties  and 
*•  ments  arc  provided  for  the  eye  and  ear.   First ,  there's  t 
•*  of  Lords,  then,  Westminster  Abbey,  then  the  Ope 
**  and  the  Play-house.     There  is  Doctor  Gillies  who 
**  sober  history^  and  Mrs.  Smith,  tvild  romance  ;  there  is 
**  with  his  rotfff</ eloquence,  and  Mr.  Erskine  absolute!; 
**  in  s/irightly  flourishes  *^  there  are  Scotchmen  teachii 


I  i' 
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«*  The  Hymns,  that  Taylor,  {m)  England's  gentile 

priest, 
♦*  Sung  spousal  at  fair  Psyche's  marriage  feast ;     32 

**Thc 


•*  morality  and  Greek ;  Dr.  Hutton  with  ahstrust  demonstra- 
**  ixoTAktnv  all  things  made  themstlves;  there  is  Mr.  Jerning- 
"  iiam  with  his  smooth  numbers,  and  Doctor  Tasker  with  his 
^^  hdJ  flights;  Madame  Banti  at  the  Opera,  and  the  little 
**  children  at  the  Foundling :  there  are,  &c.  &c.  &c." 

Ail  this  might  do  well  enough  at  a  polite  devotional  lounge, 
at  some  fashionable  warm  chapel  from  a  popular  preacher;  but 
lam  really  ashamed  that  Bishop  Horsley  should  condescend 
to  write,  and  pronounce  ex  cathedra,  such  trivial  school* bo^ 
declamation  about  nothing  at  all^  and  then  JtuhUsh  it.  Men  ia 
high  station  and  of  high  talents  (iike  Bishop  Horsley)  should  he 
careful,  vf 77  careful,  how  they  lessen  themselves  by  their  own 
words  and  works;  and  if  Bishop  Horbley  goes  on  in  this  style^ 
and  as  he  has  done  in  several  of  his  later  productions^  whatever 
bis  politics  may  be,  he  certainly  never  will  incur  the  danger  of 
The  Second  Philippic. 


(/)  Alciphron's  Epistles;  in  which  are  described  the  domestic 
manners,  the  Courtezans  and  the  Parasites  of  Greece ;  translated 
bom  the  Greek. 

{m)  Thomas  Taylor,  translator  of  Plotinus,  parts  of  Plato, 
the  fable  of  Cupid  and  Psyche  from  Apuleius,  Hyn^ns,  &c.  the 
would-be  restorer  of  unintelligible  mysticism  and  buperstiti^us 
pagan  nonsense.    All  that  lamblichus  revealed  to  iEdeMus. 

Mr. 


44 


44 


44 


[    i86    ] 

«*  The  alphabet  in  Greek  by  R.  P.  Knight ;  («) 
**  Some  rules  for  men  to  think  and  study  right  ; 
**  An  Eton  Foolscap,  with  the  game  of  goose 
**  Printed  by  Pote,  types  large,  and  cover  loose; 
**  An  Education  Sermon,  rather  long. 
By  Doctor  Parr,  all  in  the  vulgar  tongue; 
Last,  Horsley*s  master-piece,  {nn)  and  merry  plans. 
To  accent  right  the  goods  of  courtezans.  40 

"  Nor 


Mr.  Taylor,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Darwin,  might  soire  the 
following  problem  :  **  Whether  a  PlatMic  idea^  hrvering  to  tie 
**  rig&t  on  tic  orifice  of  chaot^  might  drive  away  the  sp/aJrom 
**  of  democratical  atoms  t*  Rabelais,  at  the  end  of  book  5', 
(^uistiont  PkiUsoftkiques.  For  my  own  part  I  am  not  disposed  tm 
go  any  further,  as  Lycophron,  Cassand.  v.  14,  expresses  it^ 
Ao^Mv  e;  Si£^oSh5  C7rek;y. 

(ji)  An   analytical   Essay  on   the  Greek  Al/iJiahet^  by  R.  P— 
Knight — P.  may  stand  for  Payne  or  Prlapus  Knight,  in  allusio 
to  his  Essay  on  the  Worship  ofPriapus. 


(iia)  Sec  a  Treatise  on  the  Prosodies  of  the  Greek  and  Lati 
Languages,  dedicated   to  Lord  Thurlow  by  (Bishop  Horsley)  ^ 
I  allude  to  the  Bisho/i\s  Jileaiant  ccmmerrt^  P-47>  so  universally  ad'^' 
fnircd,  on  the  Attic  Law,  Kraipa  xpv(riot,  s*  (popoin^  infMOcia  ^arat  ^ 
My  gal'antry  forbids  me  to  me  any  accent i  at  all  vl^ovl  these  taJier^ 
especially  since  the  Bhhoji  has  shewn  me,   how  dangeions  it  is  l^^ 

meddle 
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**  Nor  books  alone  attend  the  Conqueror  Bard^ 
"  Him  shall  await  a  more  sublime  reward : 
"  Not  the  coarse  joy  a  Grecian  once  could  feel, 
**  Apples  {p)  for  sauce,  or  parsley  for  his  veal, 

"Or 


meddle  with  them.  In  this  short  passage  there  are  four  per- 
sonages virtually  concerned  ;  Alexander  J/ihrodisiensis^  Aristotle, 
Venus,  and  Bishop  («)  Horsley  !  I ! !  I  a^rc  his  Lordship,  I 
have  as  great  an  afFection,  as  human  infirmity  can  allow,  for  aa 
Oxyton,  a  Paroxyton,  or  even  a  Pro-par-oxyton !  Ladies  never 
before  knevr  iht/joUrical  importance  of  an  accent. 

While  I  am  upon  this  Episcopal  and  Cyprian  subject,  I  may 
observe  that  Proclus  has  a  singular  remark  in  his  Chreatoma* 
thia,  as  preserved  by  Photius ;  Mr,^?  r%  Kuvpioo  nPOIlAFO-i 
•*  <STTONil2  €my§a^6cr9a<  ra  TroiTjpwtra/'  (^) 

{o)  Apples,  &c. — There  is  ttow^m  aflTectation  in  modetn young 
^entUmen^  as  soon  as  they  have  left  school  or  college,  particularly 
in  young  lawvers  and  boy- members  of  parliament,  oi  for  fret  ting 
their  Greeks  if  they  ever  knew  any.  I  sliall  therefore  without 
ceremony  remind  them  of  the  ancient  rewards  in  the  Grecian 

games. 


(tf)  I  shall  express  my  opinion  of  Bishop  Horsley,  as  a  'w:iter^ 
in  the  words  of  Erasmus;  "  Ex  libris  dcprchendi  hominem  esse 
«*  ardentis  ingenii,  variae  lectioi;is,  et  multas  memoriae,  alicubi 
^  tamen  majore  copia  quam  delectu,  ac  dictione  tumultuosa 
*•  magis  quam  composita^     Erasm.  Ep.  1248* 

(3)  Bibliotb.  pag.984.  cd.  i653-» 


[     i8«    ] 

**  Or  beverage  drawn  from  spruce,  or  mountain  pin* 
**  With  oil  from  Pisa's  olive,  when  he  dines; 
*'  No  ode  to  praise  the  binding  of  his  books :  (//) 
•*  No  print  from  Shelfield  of  historic  cooks, 
*^  Of  beauteous  Gibbon's  fair  proportioned  shape,  {(^ 
^  An  old  baboon,  or  foetus  of  an  ape;  5 


games,  which  consisted  of  sonic  a/i/fles  consecrated  to  Apol 
in  the  Psthian,  of  a  chaplct  of  /i  an  ley  in  the  Nemaean,  of  i 
f/;tr  garland  in  the  Olympic  games,  and  of  a  wreath  ol  /tin 
leaves  in  the  isthmian  solemnity. 

C^)  T  am  sure  Pindar  x'ery  seldom  had  so  good  a  subj< 
for  his  deep  mouth.  Mr.  White  of  Fleet-street,  and  Mr.  E 
wards  of  Fall-mall,  booksellers,  would  furnish  me  with  mu 
better  matcri: !"»  for  an  ode  than  Pindar's,  in  their  florid  descri 
tions  (so  animating  to  purchasers)  of  gorgeous  binding,  lit 
Dr.  Cosset's  milk-'wldte  *vellum,  and  ail  ii'b  insignia.. 

(q)  See  in  the  title  page  to  the  posthumous  Works  of  Edwa 
Gibl>on,  Esq.  in  2  vol.  4to.  published  by  Lord  Sheffield, 
engraving  of  The  Historian  of  the  Roman  Empire,  whi 
his  lordship  declares  to  be  ^^  as  complete  a  likeness  of  A 
•'  Gibbon,  as  to  person,  face,  and  manner,  as  can  ht  conceived. ^^ 
I  have  no  doubt  of  Lord  S.'s  friendship  for  Mr.  Gibbon,  \ 
v.\\y  bang  up  his  friend  in  effigy  to  the  ridicule  of  the  presi 
age  and  of  all  po^tciity  }  *^  Figuram  animi  magis  quam  cor/n 

**co 
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**  No  robe,  that  waves  in  many  a  Tuscan  fold ; 
"  No  lawn,  that  wraps  a  bishop  from  the  cold ; 
"  But  fine  broad  cloth,  in  choicest  fashion* wrought, 
'*  By  modern  hands  to  full  perfection  brought ; 

"Tis 

" complcctantur,"*  said  Tacitus;  and  coold  Mr.  Gibbon  have 
seen  this  print,  he  certainly  would  have  widied  such  a  simula* 
irumvnltus  as  this,  to  be  imbecillum  et  mortaky  or  in  plain  Engliih, 
to  see  the  impressions  barncd  and  the  plate  broken* 

I  just  remind  all  collectors  of  prints,  that  there  are  to  be  had 

lot  only  the  heads  of  Dr.  Gillies,  and  other  historic  cooks,  of 

Dr.  Denman  the  maa-midwifey  of  Mr.  William  Coxe,  traveller 

ind  friend  to  half  the  crowned  heads  in  Europe,  *witb  bis  agt  at 

the  bottom  of  the  print,  and  of  other  great  personages ;  but 

there  are  still  left  some  choice  proof  impressions  of  the  striking 

htad and  iikeness  of  Mi,  John  Fariey^  principal  cook  at  the 

London  Tavern,   to  be  purchased  separate  from  his  great  culi- 

oary  work,  being  all  that  were  left  unsubscribed  for  by  the  Lord 

Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen,  by  the  East  India  and  Bank 

Directors,  and  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity 

House.     But  I   cannot  ascertain   ibe  agt  of  Mr.  John  Failey, 

whkh  is  a  matter  of  the  last  innportance,  and  for  which  I  am 

truly  sorry.     The  Homeric  jucundity  from  Martial  should  have 

been  the  motto  to  our  modern  Mistyllus  ; 

**  Si  tibi  Mistyllus  cocus,  iEmiliane,  vocatur  : 
*•  Dicetur  quarc  non  Varafalla\  mihi  ?  Mart.  Ep,  I.  f. 

The 

. £ ^ : 

*  Tacit.  Vit.  Agrlc.  Sect.  46. 
;1"  MiffTi/XXov  rVfa  rVXXoi,  xtX.     Horn.  II.  faaim. 


.       _  < 

•'  'Tis  His, — ^**  to  wear  four  Sundays  in  the  Pari 
**  The  best  blacksuitof  Doctor  Courtney's  Clerk 

Na 

The  reader  of  uste  in  print-collecting  will  thank  me  fo 
jninding  him  of  Mr.  John  i*arley's  head^  whose  works  are  ; 
TiUiM  than  any  travelkr't  or  historian's  that  I  know» 

(f)  Or  in  Kensington  Gardens,  if  he  pleases. 

(r)  I  informed  my  readers  in  a  former  note,  that  the  i 
of  action  was  the  celebrated  Musical  Room  in  Hanover  Sq 
I  must  now  add,  that  the  room  was  decorated  on  the  occ: 
with  appropriate  scenery,  laid  out  in  btlu  and  clumps  of  fun 
trees,  to  represent  a  church-yard  with  the  belfry,  the  yew 
not  fo^etting  the  vwl^  with  distant  views  of  groups  of  laboo 
and  cattle  returning  home  by  moonlight,  highly  pictures 
This  was  the  scene  of  the  famed  solemn ity,  where  Mr.  Na 
with  bis  assessors  Messrs.  Elmsley  and  Rivington  hookse 
and  the  combatants,  the  Doctors  Norbury,  Coote,  &c.  asseml 

Dr.  Courtney,  then  Bishop  of  *  Bristol,    now  of  Ex 
and   Rector    of    St.  George's    Hanover    square,     was 
kind  on  the  occasion,     as    the   decision  was    made    in 
parish;    and    with    thi    consent   of    the   Parish  Clerk,    i 
a  liberal   and  voluntary    ofier  of  *^  The   Sunday  Sux 

furni 


*  Doctor  Courtney  was  then  on  the  eve  of  a  translatioi 
Exeter.  (Jan.  12,  1797.) — 1  also  wish  the  Bishop  health  to  ^ 
tit  wm  btst  black  suifj  as  well  as  another  old  Eton  acquainta 
Bishop  Cornwall,  his  successor. 

t  They  who  arc  acquainted  with  the  dignity  and  magnifi 
deportment  of  Dr.  Courtney's  f resent  Ci.br k  of  St.  Geoi 

Chu 
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NARBsrisingpaus'd;  then  gave  (the  contest  done,) 
To  Weston,  Taylor's  Hymns,  and  Alciphron, 
And  Rochester's  {s)  address  to  lemans  {ss)  loose ; 
To  Tew,  Parr's  sermon,  and  the  game  of  goose  ; 
To  Coote,  the  foolscap,  as  the  best  relief 
A  Dean  could  hope;  last  to  the  hoary  Chief         62 
Hefiird  a  cup ;  then  plac'd  on  Norb'ry's  back 
Th  Snruiay  suit  (/)  of  customary  black!  (//) 

The 

fcmMit4  at  dieexpence  of  the  parisli,  and  which,  I  undtentaii^ 
k  w#M  bjF  the  Clerk  during  divine  service  in. the  movMf^oxAf 
9k  tiMt  daf,  and  is  very  becoming.  After  the  moming  senrace 
the  pariah  clerk  appears  iiv  his  ordinary  dress,  as  a  common 
laan*  Such  was  the  Eccesiastical  suit  of  armour  made  by  the 
tpisc#pal taylor,  and* hung  upas  the  Conqperor's  prize  (not 
pleoo  ji]jr«y  but  u6ufructuariO|.)  foi«the  ^neas  of  the  Sunday. 

(i)  Not  Lord  Rochester,  but  my  good  Lord  Bishop  of 
SiBchester,  Bishop  Horsley's  Address  or  Sermon  to  the  Mag« 
dafeof,  mentioned  above ;  not  forgetting  his  Lordship's  Greek 
prosody  for  Lord  Thurlow  and  the  ladies. 

(ss)  Leman  is  the  old  word  for  a  lover,  or  a  mistress.*' 


Chaicb',  Hanover  Square^  when  in  his  full  canonical  Sunday 
dresty  will  best  knew  how  to  estimate^  thi  frisa  offered  to  these* 
Gteian  combatants  by  Mr;  Nares.  Too  happy !  if,  in  such  a 
gtrmtni,  tmb  Victor  nnght  be  mhtaktn  vox  this  great 

HkW\  (1796.} 
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The  gabbling  ceas*d :  with  fix'd  and  serious  loc 
Gray  glanc'dfrom  highland  own'dhis  rival,  Ccx>k.( 

OCTAVIUJ 

(/)  All  my  Eton  friends  well  know  Dr.  Norbury^s  celebrat* 
black  wardrobe,  and  the  Suits  which  appear  in  the  order  oft) 
Pjrthagoric  rotation  from  the  chest  or  ark. 

**  Supera  ot  convexa  rtoisant^ 
**  Rursus  et  incipiant  h  corpora  vellt  rovirti  /*' 

ft 

With  what  propriety  did  the  Reverend  Mr.  Narcs  make  and  pn 
nounce  this  famous  decree !     (1796} 

(//)  I  must  transcribe  the  concluding  sentence  of  the  Revie 
of  these  celebrated  translations,  in  the  British  Critic  h 
March  1795.  p.  24$.  I  give  the  Critic  the  fullest  credit  fi 
the  conduct  of  this  solemn  irony,  and  confess  that  I  caa  coi 
ceive  nothing  superior  in  this  species  of  wit,  namely,  that  i 
kx>kiDg  gravely  in  men's  faces  and  telling  them  how  foolish  thi 
are. 

The  British  Critic  thus  concludes :  **  We  wiib  t 
•^  avoid  any  invidious  distinction,  any  undue  preference*  Be 
**  were  we  absolutely  called  on  to  decide,  we  should  from  th 
*<  purest  and  most  unbiassed  motives  (see  11.  23.  v.  615)  £ 
<*  the  golden  cup  with  the  most  exquisite  oivos-  sl^auro^^  and  b( 
^*  considering  it  as  left  without  a  claimant,  by  the  fall  of  ab 
<^  Eumelus,  we  should  resftctfullj  place  it  in  the  hands  of  th 
"Etonian  Nestor; 

.  **  Tt)  wv,  xai  (TO*  T«TO,  FEPON,  }csifA.riXioy  zttcjJ* 

{*v)  I  select  this  extraordinary  genius,  poet,  critic»  fcholar 
and  orator,  William  Cook,  m,  a,  late  Fellow  of  King') 
College,  and  Greek  Professor  in  ihe  University  of  Cambridge 
t^  I  knew  him  well^  Horatio,"  mclioribus  olim  auspiciis.  I  seleci 

iim 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Contract  yoursmile,and  quit  this  playful  (x)  search  j 

These 

^m,  IS  well  for  the  singular  and  original  excellency  of  hit 
perfbrmancey  (though  there  are  some  oversights  and  even  verbal 
&qI(s  in  it)  as  for  the  manner  in  which  he  published  it.  There 
was  a  spare  leaf  or  two  at  the  end  of  his  very  sensible  edition  of 
Aristotle*!  Poetics,  and  then  he  printed  it ;  not  in  the  pompous 
sanoer,  and  wiih  dedications  to  Lord  Chancellors  and  I  knovr 
BOt  whom,  as  some  of  these  OJd  Bojs  have  done.  I  must  owa 
that  in  many  passages.  Nature,  Gray,  and  Cook  seem  to  con* 
tead  for  the  mastery  ;  but  above  all  in  that  great  stanza ; 

**  The  boast  of  heraldry,  the  pomp  of  pow  r, 

**  And  all  that  beauty,  all  that  wealth  e'er  gave, 

^  Await  alike  the  inevitable  hour ; 

'*  The  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grave.*' 

GaAY. 

A  X^p<r  cc;7EyEftn/,  %apii  %  Sai(riKr{tios  apx^r* 

ITtfvd*  iiAa  ravroL  rsdvaxf,  xai  Tiirdev  fjioptrifjioy  ayLXp. 
Hpejonf  xX£*  oXd/Xs,  xai  cjxsro  (a)  ^uvov  s;  Aiav,       CoOK. 

N  BioQ 

(a)  Some  persons  object  to  the  o  being  madie  short  before  the- 
t  It  may  be  so.  I  defend  no  faults,  in  any  man's  work.  I 
kave  Dr.  Daviei  and  Mr.  Stephen  Weston,  the  Her§  rftht  Gem* 
i»n  ahstlitti^  to  substitute  xotvov  if  they  please. 

"  The  rule  is  absolute^  Lord  Kenyon  cries  ; 
V  Brisk  from  bis  pnitivi  let  Stiephcn  rise.*' 
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These  are  the  lay  amusements  of  the  church 

Me: 

Bion  or  Moichus  never  exceeded  these  lines :  I  thinki  tbey  nr 
equalled  them.  I  write  this  Note,  I  will  confess  it,  frith.all  t 
frietadly  fondness  which  an  Etonian  could  express. 

Hoc  JUTEMEM  IGIEGIVM  PRJESTANTI  MUMERE  OONO,  (f 

(x)  This  subject  from  r*  i.  to  r.  63.  of  this  part  of  noy  poei 
is  perhaps  in  itself  a  very  trifling  one.    The  names  of  some 
the  parties  are  obscure  and  of  little  note,  and  the  concerns 
Revitwirs  should  in  general  be  confined  to  their  own  Is'nU  i 
heJtu    But  this  example  is  of  deepest  consequence ;  that  me 
who  aspire  to  be  thought  scholars,  should  be  warned,  even  to 
posterity,  how  they  conduct  their  learning,  and  expend  th< 
time;  and  be  taught  from  this  ridiculous  instance  (which  I  ha 
setected)  to  value  themselves  on  such  attainments  alone»  as  1 
truly  valuable.    *Ot£  ysyovct  ANHP,  xampynKot  rm  ru  Nnx. 


It  cannot  surely  be  conceived,  that  the  slightest 
is  hre  intended  to  be  made  on  the  exercises  in  the  Gredc  a. 
Liatin  languages,  whether  translations  or  originals,  in  the  pab 
or  private  schools,  or  in  the  Universities  of  this  kingdom.  ,T 
Euthor  of  the  P.  of  L.  is  of  opinion,  that  the  utility  or  rather^ 
absolute  necessity  of  them  is  so  great  and  so  indispensabie,  t£ 
they  cannot  be  too  much  commended,  and  too  much  encoura^^ 
X  will  also  say,  that  notwithstanding  the  accurate  and  unrelen^ 
ieverity  of  Dr.  Charles  Burney's  most  learned  and  acute  critic! 
lOn  Mr.  Glasse'^  Greek  Translations  of  Milton's  Samps 
Agonistes  and  Mason's  Caractacuf,  I  still  continue  to  admire  ti 
poetical  and  animated  spirit,  so  conspicuous  in  that  very  ingedbi 
Centlemaa*s  bold  and  laudable  attempt  at  an  early  period  of  lif( 

Tbci 

(^)  Vir.  ^B.  4.  V.  361. 
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Mere  cobweb  labours  of  their  learned  thought ; 

Though  sometimes  teachers  must  themselves  be 

taught 

To  weigh  their  office,  raise  their  powerful  breath. 

Nor  leave  the  world  to  darkness  and  to  death.     72 

Short 


Tkcre  were  loine  mistakes ;  How  could  it  be  otherwiie  ?  Plant 
itteat.  Th^  composition  entitled  ©enkaros  Sofia,  by  the  late 
Dr.  Cook,  Provost  of  King's  College,  published  when  he  was 
ilaost  a  boy,  has  pecaliar  merit. 

I  will  add  here,  that  if  any  joang  man  of  genius,  classical 
laming,  and  poetical  ardour,  would  present  the  world  with  a 
Greek  translation  of  Akinside*s  **  Hymn  u  the  Naiads^**  and 
sobmit  it  to  the  correction  of  an  experienced  Greek  scholar 
befeie  publication,  he  might  establish  a  learned  and  hanourabla 
itpatation  for  himself,  and  add  another  composition  worthy  of 
Homer  or  Callimachns. 

**  ^fV  Uemt  magnas  Graiorum  implere  catervas  !** 

Compositions  in  Greek  or  Latin  handed  about  in  private 
drcles  of  ftiends  are  indeed  useless,  but  free  from  muck 
icprehension,  though  at  best  rather  idle  in  men  of  a  certain  age. 
Bat  when  11  kn,  dignified  by  their  years  and  their  sacred 
proCession,  the  youngest  having  passed  his  fiftutb^  and  the  tidett 
entering  his  sixty  eighth  year,  appear  as  rival  candidates  for  pnb- 
Be  fine  from  the  trssmiatien  of  some  excellent  English  Terset 
imw  thiir  9wm  Greek  \  what  can  we  say  ? 

^  Tunccumtfi/^tfrnV/W,  tunc,  tunc,  ignescere^-^NoLo." 


Short  be  their  folly :  let  example  tell 
Their  life,  their  morals  pure,  and  all  is  well, 


But  should  proud  churchmen  vie  in  sumptuou 
halls. 
In  wines  and  soups,  Carthusian  Bacchanals, 
Nor  think  th'  unwieldy  superflux  to  shake. 
Where  curates  starve,  and  helpless  orphans  quake  ; 
Wavering  I  ask,  in  this  dark  scene  beneath. 
Why  lightnings  scathe  yon  desolated  heath?  {y) 


(^)  The  unbounded  luxury  and  extravagance  of  the  Freni 
and  Italian  Ecdesiatics  should  be  a  warning  to  the  priests  ar 
ninisters  of  all  Chriitian  altars,  however  dignified  or  disti 
guished,  of  whatever  church  or  of  whatever  pertuasia 
Mankind  will  know,  and  value  them  Ijf  tbtir fruits.  **•  For  no 
**  is  tbt  axe  laid  to  the  root  of  the  trees,  and  every  tr  : 
•*  which  bringitb  not  forth  good  fruit  'will  (most  assuredly)  ig  itm 
*'  donvtt.** 

This  is  the  warning  voice  which  should  be  heard,  and  be^ 
alouJ  in  assemblies  frequent  and  full,  in  all  churches  and  in 
cathedrals;  but  chief  in  those  twin-sisters  of  learning,  t 
Universities  of  England,  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  which  caa  1 
supported  on  those  principles  a/otte,  on  which  they  were  founde 
and  hji  which  they  have  flourished.— /iTi^i/r  touk  flactme^  jti 
found^  I  will  honour  and  will  hail  you  both, 

u  Moth( 


And  hark  the  voice  has  thunder'd :  and  the  word» 
Borne  on  the  blast,  a  trembling  world  has  heard  82 
In  consummation  dread !  the  bonds  of  Rome 
Arc  burst,  and  Babylon*s  prophetic  doom. 
With  more  than  mortal  ruin  headlong  cast. 
Proclaims  the  measure  full :  she  groans  her  last! 
From  climes  where  Piety  no  more  was  found, 
M'here  Superstition  wither'd  all  around. 
The  rights  of  nature  barred,  by  heav*n  resigned 
To  vile  affections,  in  corruption  blind,  90 

While,  in  the  terrors  of  the  worid  beneath. 
Permitted  fiends  of  darkness  round  them  breathe; 
Britain  securely  fix*d,  invites  from  high 
With  charity*s  sedate  unalterM  eyi* 

The 


•'  Mothers  of  arts 
^  Aad  eloquefice,  native  to  famous  wits, 
^  Or  hospitable  in  Toua  sweet  recess, 
^*  City  or-suborban,  studious  walks  and  shades!* 

Bat  chief  with  pious  gratitude,  and  with  filial  reverence,  Salvt^ 
K4GiiAFAaEiff !    (179M 


*  Milt.  P.  Reg.  b.  4,  v.  %^o. 

Nj 
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The  sacre J,  exil'd,  melancholy  bandj 
Passing  from  death  and  France,  revere  the  land 
Where  streams  of  inexhausted  bounty  pour. 
And  Christ  still  reigns,  and  bigots  are  no  mor< 


AUTHOR. 

Blest  be  the  voice  of  mercy,  and  the  hand 
Stretch'd  o'er  affliction's  wounds  with  healing  b 
In  holiest  sympathy !  our  best  of  man 
Gave  us  to  tears,  ere  misery  began. 

Yet  pause :  "  for  mere  {zz)  Good -nature  (^ 
"  fool,'' 
Now  slave  to  party,  and  now  faction's  tool ; 

A 

(«)  I  atlnde  to  the  grand  emigration  of  French  prie 
ethers  to  England,  at  the  late  Revolution  in  France.    (17 

(ss)  We  roast  remember,  that  the  very  frame  and  i 
the  laws,  ordinances,  and  constitution  of  England  ure  im 
dinct  •tptiHii  to  ihi  RomaM  Caibelic  nlighn,  and  all  it's  dc 
practices,  opinions,  superstitions,  and  tyranny,  I  am  ast 
that  we  can  forget  their  history  and  effects;  I  know  w 
teen  done  ia  other  countries.    The  only  hospittble  an( 
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Attend,  nor  heedless  slight  a  poet's  name : 
Poet  and  prophet  once  were  deemM  the  same. 

Say,  are  these  fertile  streams  thus  largely  spread, 
A j£/w/ tribute  o*er  a  mother  bed? 
Say,are  these  streams  (think,  while  avails  the  thought) 
To  Rome  through  Gallic  channels  subtly  brought  }{aa) 

Rome 

P^iog  tsylam  for  their  priests  ftnd  professors  his  been,  and  if, 
^  England.  On  their  expulsion  from  the  continent,  and  their 
^ception  in  this  kingdom,  onder  powerfal  protection  and  sys« 
tematic  influence,  a  warning  voice  may  he  heard,  not  without 
^<H:t.  This  is  the  t^U  reason  of  all  which  I  am  aboat  to  ofller 
^Q  this  sobject.  It  is  not  an  anathema,  but  a  warning  in  the 
spirit  of  mercy,  moderation^  and  the  most  refleaing  policy. 

We  may  depend  npon  it,  wherever  the  Roman  Catholic 
Religion  is  introduced,  or  permitted,  or  fostered,  or  pitied,  or 
^couragedy  the  words  of  the  poet  will  be  found  eminently  true : 

Spkitus  intus  alit^  totamqub  infusa  Pia  artvs. 
Mens  agitat  molem,  et  magno  sb  coepore  miscet. 

(«)      "  Virtue  (for  men  good^natun  is  mfwl) 
**  Js  sense  and  spirit  with  humanity: 
'^  Virtue  and  sense  I  mean  not  to  disjoin, 
**  Virtue  and  :>enfe  are  one." 
Dr.  Armstrong.  Art  of  Health,  B«  4«  a  Poem  which  can  never  be 
sufficiently  praised,  read,  and  recommended. 

(aa)  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  points  in  the  presmt 

iuuation  of  England  and  of  Europe,  in  regard  to  national  policy. 

I  propose  these  questions* 

N4  1.  How 


Rome  touches,  tastes,  and  takes;  and  nothing  1 
But  have  we  virtues  ?  yes,  oijmgan  growth,  [a] 
Ask, where  Rome's  church  is  founded?  on  a  si 
Which  heresy's  wild  winds  in  vain  may  sweep; 


I.  JETmv  ySir,  are  the  ministers  of  the  public  treasore  o 
protettant  kingdom  justified  in  issuing  large  sums  of  moor 
the  express  purpose  of  maiutasnimg  emigrant  Romam  C 
PriistSf  AS  a  bo9y  ? 

d«  If  they  are  justified  in  issuing  any  sums,  in  what  mmm 
nnitr  nubat  cntft  should  this  public  money  be  expends 
distributed? 

3.  Whether  in  England  at  this  timg^  there  are  not  some  peculi; 
paramount  considerations,  which  call  for  wisdfm  and  prud 
regulate,  and  lestrain  the  first  natural  and  honourable  impec 
^ umcj  and buautnity^  to  the  end  that  thi  constitute 

EVGLAND,  IN  HER  CHURCH  AND  STATE,  bc prCSCrYed  ini 

from  open  attacks,  or  from  insidious  attempts  } 

These  questions  are  proposed  for  the  public  security,  wi 
briety,  serioasness,  and  charity  to  all^  as  of  common  import 

Dixerat  Anchises;  natumque  unique  Sibyllam 
Cmvintus  trairit  in  medioSf  turbamqui  sonantim  % 
Et  tumuluM  capita  unde  ommt  longo  or  dim  possit 
Jldvmti  Itgirt,  et  vnitntum  iisctrt  vultut ! 

(1796.) 

(«)  It  is  Will  known  that  rigid  Catholics  hold,  that  the  v. 
of  heretics,  or  piotestants,  are  to  be  considered  in  the  Iig 
pagan  Tirtaes.   I  think  the  bishop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon  woold 
10  tUs  opinion,    ( 1 796.) 


Aiane^fhert  sinners  may  have  rest  secure. 

One  only  undefil'd,  one  only  pure. 

Blame  you  her  cumbrous  pomp,  her  iron  rod. 

Or  trumpery  relics  of  her  saints  half- shod  ? 

*-o  Confessors 9  in  every  hamlet  found. 

With  sacred  sisters  walk  their  cloistered  round  :  x2o 

There,  read  the  list  {i) :  and  calm  the  fate  expect, 

•V'hen  crafty,  meddling,  thankless  priests  direct* 

Think 


Ci)  Sec  «•  The  Laitt's  Dikectoxy /or  1796,"  (printed  for 
J*  P,  Coghlao,  Duke  street,  Grosvenor  square)  to  which  it 
^^cd,  **  Thb  Colours  of  thk  Church;"  words  rather 
^^Unous.  It  is  a  pamphlet  at  the  low  price  of  sixfin€e^  which  I 
^^c^ommend  to  public  notice,  and  to  wiiich  I  refer  the  reader* 

It  IS  a  matter  of  some  surprise  and  concern,  to  read  the  list  of 

^e  almost  incredible  number  of  little  books  and  tracts  at  the 

-'malUit  prices,  published  and  to  be  published,  calculated /or /i&>/ 

Z^tural  disAemimatiom  of?QVEKY  in  then  realms.  But  it  is  a  matter 

^f  very  great  concern  indeed  to  see  the  fatal  display  of  all  the 

Existing  and  rising  Romis^  seminaries^  Romish  boarding  houses^ 

^tid  Romish  schools  for  youth;  the  plenary  indulgences   (for 

<>ne  another ;)  and  the  settlement  of  Nuns  Professed  \t\  monasteries 

Erected  in  this  kingdom,  Clares,   Benedictines,   Sepulcharins» 

'A.iisdns,    and    Dominicanesses.     Then,     in  this    very    same 

l^cnphlet,    as    if  by  a  strange  fatality,   i|nd  ia  the  blunder 

<^f  papal  meuphor,  they  advertise  even  iheir  drtig$»    The  verj 

Hicdidfie,  it  scorns,  is  papal.    Behold  their  *'  hms&vt  sulphurated 

*•  pills,^. 
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Think  you,  their  hate  unqucnchM  can  e^cr  expir 
The  torch  not  tipt  with  sleeping  sulph'rous  fire? 
Their  doctrines  round  a  careless  land  are  blown; 
They  blast  the  cottage,  and  would  sap  the  thron< 
What  ?  are  my  words  too  warm  ? — I  love  my  Kii 
My  Country,  and  my  God  !  the  sounds  shall  rin 

Ceasek 

•*  pills^**  once  exhihitid  in  anotber  form  !n  these  realms.  "  ' 
*^  medicated  Snuft,"  a  Cephalic  of  many  virtues,  prepared  fi 
the  original  receipt  found  in  the  Jesuit's  Library  ;  **'  The  Jest 
^  nervous  piU^-r-The  Jesuit's  Balsamic  cordial."  In  sfa 
**  decernunt  qaodcanque  voiunt  x>%  cor^ori  nostro^"  h 
and  soul,  fottane  and  state. 

I  understand  them  but  too  well.  They  know  their  h 
TUBZR  Protectors  ^OF  noble  rank,  their  opportunity,  t 
advactagesi  and  tbiir  re'ueuuc  from  the  state.  They  advance 
approaches,  not  desultory,  but  regular.  The  papal  gei 
never  sleeps,  no,  not  for  a  moment ;  but  directs*  and  anim^ 
and  acts,  uniformly  and  constantly,  at  home  and  abroad 
cities,  in  towns,  in  villages ;  it  takes  aid  from  stupidity  and  i 
ability,  from  above  aijd  from  beneath*  Their  bishops,  as 
arc  but  titalar,  but  depend  upon  it. 

Per  soils  radios,  TARP£iA<^rE  vulmika  jurant, 
Qiiidquid  habent  telorum  armamentaria  casU.*' 

Depend  upon  it,  I  say,  thty  swear :  hot  what  the  oath  is,  I  \ 
not  take  upon  me  to  describe ;  though  it  may  be  well  un 
stood,  and  for  ought  1  know,  it  is  already  registered. 

II 
*  Juv.  Sat*  I  J.  V.  78. 
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iCeaselesSy  till  Pitt  (with  all  his  host  awake) 
Jn  our  great  cavs£  a  Nation's  inquest  take.  IJQ 

Look 


I  have  compassion  for  the  onfoitonate ;  I  have  charity  for 

plundered  exiles;  I  have  pity^    and  would  give  relief  to  the 

wretched  and  the  sufFering;  I  have  veneration  for  the  trolj 

pious  of  every  persuasion  in  the  Christian  faich«     '*  There  it 

*'  ONE  Lord  1"    But  I  have,  and  it  is  an  Englishman's  duty  to 

have,  a  watchful  eye  upon  the  insinuating  or  domineering  spirit 

of  the  Romish  church.    I  have  no  opinion  of  the  sincerity  of 

thgir  atrachmeot  to  «/,  or  of  their  gratitude  for  eur  ^vour««    I 

Insist  upon  it,  they  regard  themselves  as  thtoHgimai  mmd 

rightful  iubiritors  e/ova  land. 

I  call  upon  the  guardians  of  our  Church  and  State  to  be 
watchfn),  and  to  regard  with  attention  the  proceedings  of  alIi 
THE  EMIGRANTS.  If  they  rcfuse  to  hear,  I  wish  most  fervently, 
that  Great  Britain  may  never,  in  the  anguish  of  an  inconsiderate 
spirit,  say  of  these  numerous  emigrant  priests,  and  of  all  the  reiC 
fsicre4 or  profane: 


BsfCffi^  et  regni 


EJictes  Jiittre,  igmts 

ini  DBMENs  infarti  kc»vi! 


I  send  THIS  note  into  the  world,  whatever  he  it*s  fate«  widi 
the  famous  papal  inscription,  but  without  the  spirit,  of  Sixtus 
the  Fourth  to  the  Florentine  Synod  under  Lorenzo  the  Magni- 
ficent, ^'  In  Fvturam  eei  m£moriam!"  and  the  Bishop  of 
St.  Pol  de  Leon,  and  his  Consbtory,  resident  and  acting  la 
England,  may  reply  to  it,  if  they  think  proper*— (Written  is 
the  year  1796.) 


t    ao4    ] 
Jjxk  from  that  vale,  what  tribes  the  fortress  (r )  fill ! 
Then  frown  indignant  o'er  tie  opprobrims  Hill,  {d ) 

OCTAVIUS 

(r)  The  Great  College  of  Romish  PftiESTi,  and  thi 
Hbad  Quarters  oi  the  Catholic  Cavsu  in  tti  CastU  o 
King's  Heusi  at  Wtncbester^  tenanted  by  priests  emigrant  an< 
^••einigrant,  fuhlicly  maintained  at  the  exftnct  ofth<  state !  Rut, 
|l|e  preceding  note. 

I  an  not  speaking  to  those,  uho  are  indifferent  about  all  o 
mny  reUgion  ;  but  to  those,  who  fron  their  station,  political  o 
aacrcd,  should  understand  the  importance  of  the  cause,  th 
interests  of  Christianity  and  it's  pority,  the  evidence  of  history 
the  nature  and  the  essential  and  unaltered  spirit  of  the  Romisi 
prtesthoody  and  their  subtilty  and  peculiar  arts  by  persuasion^  o 
i>y  terror  over  weak  consciences. 

I  am  speaking  to  the  governors  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  mtniiter 
cf  the  crown,  who  should  guard,  and  who  J  trust  will  guard 
mgainst  tb§  re*ui<val  of  the  Romish  Church  now  working  in  secret 
as  well  as  against  the  more  open  and  more  terrible  democracy  o 
some  descriptions  of  the  Dlfsenters.  What  is  said  to  us  all,  is  sai< 
tt  this  hour  to  ministers  and  rulers  of  states  with  a  more  importan 
and  a  more  sacred  emphasis,  «'  Watcvi^  for  ye  know  not  thj 
•*  HOUR  'u;hen  destruction  cometh.**     (1796.) 

(d)  Finally :  I  propose  one  plain  and  significant  qnestidn  t< 
Mr.  Pitt,  or  to  any  great  minister  of  state.     It  is  this: 

Is  there  a  single  instance  in  the  records  of  any  modern  histoq 
cf  Europe,  where  the  governing  and  directing  power  of  th( 
State  ever  authorised,  patronised,  and  supported  with  the  pnblii 
sioney,  under  any  circumstances  whatsoever,  a  college  01 
raiBSTs,  in  the  heart  of  a  kingdom 9  whose  tenets  and  principlei 
.were  not  only  different  from  the  established  religion  of  the 
cooatry,  bat  were  in  direct  oppogition  and  avoveed  hostility  tc 

it  I 


C    ao5    J 


OCT  AVI  US. 

Thsse  thoughts  are  for  the  state  !  enough 

of  Rome, 
Her  Gallic  altars,  and  approaching  doom* 
But  if  from  themes  so  grave  {e)  you  never  roam. 

Ask 

it?  And  most  particularly,  when  ie  was  the  original  and 
fondameatal  purpose  and  constitution  of  that  established 
Choich,  to  discountenance  and  extinguish  the  superstitious 
doctrines,  and  the  political  ecclesiastical  tenets  of  that  CoUig§ 
ff  Pritsttj  so  authorized,  patronised,  and  supported,  by  the 
public  money,  as  a  body  ? 

If  this  question  must  be  answered,  as  I  apprehend  it  must,  in 
the  negative,  I  maintain,  (and  if  necessary  will  maintain  more 
solemnly,  if  possible,  and  more  at  large,)  that  the  Collegb 
or  Priests  in  th£  King's  House  at  Winchester  should 
SB  immediately  dispersed,*  and  notsuffered  to  stated  in  that 
offensivei  conspicuous,  and  opprobrious  light  in  the  face  of  the 
country. 

I  am  really  speaking  in  mercy  to  them,  and  to  us  all,  if  I  am 
rightly  understood.  I  would  support  and  preserve  them  from  every 
want,  ftrinjattlji  and  in  dctachtd  sitaations ;  but  Inuouid  not  i\ftr 
the  mittntry  of  a  Catb$lic  Bishop  to  dinct  the  expenditun  of  that 
public  money  so  granted, /^r  mire  Catholic  purposes :  but  with  the 
most  perfect  toleration  of  all  persuasions  in  religion,  the  Go* 
vernoJ's  of  the  State  should  defend  and  exclusi'vely  supi'Ort 
ibiir  twn*  This  is  prudence,  this  is  policy,  this  it  is  to  remem- 
ber 
f  This  was  effected  in  December  1796* 


[      206      V 

Ask  at  St.  PauFs,  is  Prctyman  (ee)  at  home? 


The 


'ber  the  beginning  and  progress  of  all  great  events.  ^    (Ma/^ 
1796.) 

(#)  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  perusing  many  of  the  varioot 
oogle  sermons  which  are  published;  but  I  cannot  resist  the 
opportunity  of  recom mending  three,  which  I  think  are  at  this 
time  important,  and  written  with  ability  and  spirit*  One,  by  the 
Her* Dr.  Vincent,  head  niaster  of  Westminster  school,  (a  gentle* 
man  of  very  considerable  erodition,  diligence,  ability,  and  most 
exemplary  conduct)  preached  for  the  Westminster  Dispensary; 
aaorher  by  Dr.  Watson,  bishop  of  LandafF,  for  the  Westminster 
Dispensary  also,  with  an  Appendix,  containing  Reflexions  on 
the  present  state  of  England  and  France;  the  Appendix  is  of 
peculiar  merit ;  and  a  third,  "  On  Gaming,'*  written  with  great 
energy,  erudition,  piety,  patriotism,  and  eloquence,  by  the  Rev.- 
Thomas  Rennel,  D.  D.  prebendary  of  Winchester. 

While  I  am  speaking  on  this  subject,  I  think,  It  may  be 

curious  and  pleasing,  and  perhaps  useful  to  some  persons,  to  see 

the  list  of  books  which  William   Warburton,  Bishop  of 

Gloucester,  recommended  in  some  posthumous  MSS.  Directions 

for  the  study  of  Theology,  and  which  Bishop  Hurd  published  in 

the  4to.  edition  and  in  the  8vo.  supplement  to  his  works.  I  refer 

to  the  tract,  and  merely  give  the  books  in  the  divisions,  and  in 

tbi  order  in  which  Warburton  placed  them,  and  recommended 

them  to  be  read. 

*«  Locke 


♦  Though  the  French  priests  were  removed,  Ij  ordir  of  the 
Covirnmeuty  from  the  King's  House  at  Winchester,  at  the  dose 
of  the  year  1796,  yet  I  have  strong  and  important  reasons  for 
leaving  this  whole  passage,  in  poetry  and  prose>  text  and  com* 
snenti  unaltered  upon  ucord  to  fotUritp 


f  ^07  ] 

The  Dean  might  smile,  when  you  with  happiest  care 

Blend 


^  Locke  on  the  Human  Understanding :  Qointilian't  InsAtn* 
^  tions.— Grotias  de  Jure  belli  et  pacis  ;  WooUaston's  Religioa 
^  of  Nature;  Cumberland  on  the  Law  of  Nature;  Cudworth'f 
**  Intellectual  System.— Maimonides  Dactor  Dubitantium ; 
**  Spencer  de  Legibus  Hebraeorum  Ritualibus;  Walton's  Po1y« 
^  glot  Bible;  Critlci  Sacri,  Locke's  Reasonableness  oF  Chrit- 
*^  tiaaity;  Bomet  de  fide  et  officiis  Chn'stianorum;  Grotins^fl 
^  Comment  on  the  Gospels;  Locke  on  the  Epistles;  Josepli 
**  Mede  on  the  Apocalypse;  Episcopii  Instituta  Christianas 
^  Theologise;  Limborch*s  Theologia  Christiana;  Grotius  dt 
^  Veritate  Religionis  Christianas ;  Stillingfleet's  Origines  SacraCn 
*'  ist  ed.  Limborch  de  Veritate  Religionis  Christianas  Arnica 
^  Collatio  com  Eradito  Judaso,  i.  e.  Isaaco  Orobio;  Chillinf* 
^  worth^s  Religion  of  Protestants*  a  safe  way  to  salvatioai 
^  Hooker's  Ecclesiastical  Polity,  4  first  books.  TayIor*s  Libertjr 
^'  of  Prophecying ;  Stillingfleef s  Irenicum  ;  Locke's  Letters  on 
*'  Toleration ;  Bayle*s  Comment  on  the  Words  ^*  Compel  tbem 
^  to  come  in."— Mosbeim's  Ecclesiastical  History  1  Collief« 
*'  Church  History;  Fuller's  Church  History;  Sleidan  Commen* 
*'  tarii  de  statu  Religionis  et  Reipublicae  Carolo  Q^into  Cs^sare 
^  Ccmmentarii;  Burnett's  History  of  the  Reformation;  Dr. 
^*  Clarke's  Sermons;  Dr.  Barrow's  Sermons;  Sermons  du  Perc 
"  Bourdaloue." 

The  Second  Part  of  these  directions  could  not  be  found ;  bu( 
It  may  surprise  some  people  to  hear,  that  Bishop  Warburton's 
vigorous  intellect  regarded  this  plan»  Sut  as  an  introdmction  to  the 
istady  of  Theology.  Hac  limina  Victor.  Alcides  smbiii! 
Through  such  a  vestibule  did  this  High  Priest  pass  into  tp» 

|[SMPJ.B« 

Biit 


^ifc 
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Blend  Horsley's  acid  with  the  cream  of  Blair ; 

You'd  rise  at  last. 

AUTHOK_  . 

But  if  the  reader  is  disposed  to  attend  to  the  humbler  six 
^escions  of  a  very  private  layman  on  this  subject, -I  think 
would  find  great  advantage  in   studying  and  considering 
following  works  in  English,  (which  arc  very  few  in  nnmbex*^ 
tmd  in  the  ordtr  in  which  they  are  arranged*     z.  The  View    of 
the  Internal  Evidence  of  the  Christian   ReligioDy  by    Soancmc 
Jenynf,  Esq.     2.  The  Evidences  of  Christianity,  in  three  parC^^ 
by  W.  Paley»  D.  D.     3.  Grotios  on  the  Truth  of  the  Chriact an 
Keligion,   in  any  translation.     4.  The  Evidences  of  Natiir^kl 
and   Revealed    Religion,     by  Dr.  Samuel   Clarke.       J.   lyf  x*« 
Locke's  Reabonablcness  of  Christianity,  particularly  the  latc^v 
part  of  the  trace.     6.  Bishop  Kurd's  Introduction  to  the  Study 
of  the  Prophecies.     7.  Lord  Lyttleton's  Dissertation  on  the  Cox%' 
version  of  St.  Paul,    and  8.  \^x.  Butler's  Analogy  of  Rdig^oD* 
Natural  and  Revealed,  tS  the  constitution  and  course  of  nature* 

From  thesi  fenjo  njolumes^  if  they  arc  studied  with  care  »»d 
an  upright  intention,  I  think  it  may  be  said,  that  Tb^y 
**  shall  seCt  to  whom  hb  was  not  (before)  spoken  of;  9X^^ 
•«  they  that  have  not  (before)  heard,  shall  understand.**  Tbc»* 
volumes  are  the  works  of  laymen  as  well  as  of  divines ;  and  hf  ^ 
am  not  mistaken,  I  think  I  perceive  the  following  connecti^^ 
io  the  short  plan  which  1  have  offered. 

I.  Mk.  Jen\ns*s  View  prepares  the  mind  to  think  worth* ^^ 
of  the  Religion  which  is  proposed,  and  demonstrates  that  there  '^^ 
the  highest  reason  to  believe  and  conclude,  that  it*s  origin  b 
above,  and  not  from  man.  2.  Dr.  Pal£y*s  View  ofthesubj^ 
displays,  confirms,  and  establishes  the  diuct  historical  i 
and  proof,  with  all  the  plainness  and  candour  of  whick  it 
capable,  and  independent  of  the  particular  tenets  oimij  church 
sect.  3  and  4.  Grotiui  and  Dr.  Clarke  present  to  us  the  fait 
doctrine,  and  evi4ence  in  the  form  of  propositions^  with  amP 
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AUTHOR^ 


How  strangely  you  mistake ; 
^am  deceives  not»  when  the  maa's  awakeJ 

Once 


led  illustrations,  with  force  of  reasoniag^  and  with 
recision.     5.  Mr.  Locke  has  been  peculiarly  happy  in 
ing  the  consonance  of  the  Christian  doctrine  to  reason 
understood,  and  it's  necessity  from  the  defects  of  all 
ly  however  distinguished.    6.  Bishop  Hued,  with  the 
I  master,  has  opened  the  general  View  of  the  subject 
icy,  and  freed  it  from  the  intricacies  of  speculation^  and 
s  time,  naturci  end,  and  intent.    7.  Lord  Lyttlbtok 
ssed  the  most  illustrious  instance  of  the  conrersioa  to 
fion,  in  the  person  of  St.  Paul,  a  man  of  the  highest 
&Ients,  and  of  the  profbundest  reasoniog  and  erudition  i 
has  accompanied  the  whole  with  remarks  of  weight 
ity  on  the  general  subject  of  Revelation.    8.  And  lastg 
d  disposed  to  view  with  calmness,  humility  and  reve* 
e  whole  system  of  Providence,  as  fiir  as  it  is  permitted 

to  view  **  THE  WOKfC  WHICH  GoO  WOEKBTH  FEOX 
£6INNING  TO  THB  END,"  Dr.  BuTLEB    haS    Uufoldcd 

ogy  or  rdatiom  of  the  Course  of  Nature  to  Religio^ 
1  all  things  are  found  to  proceed  in  harmony  from  Hiic 
:h  made  nothing  imperfect.  I  think  this  great  per« 
e  of  Butler  has  peculiar  force  when  it  is  considered 
conclusion  of  our  religious  researches,  and  not  at 
be  original  proof ;  or  as  Lord  Bacon  expresses  himself, 

Q  !!  tanquaoi 


[110  3 

Once  in  the  morn  of  Jifc,  a  wizard  said; 

"  He  ne*er  shall  rise  by  benefice  or  trade ;  i. 

**  But  find,  remote  from  consequence  or  fame, 

<*  A  local  something,  and  a  shadowy  name; 
Shall  brave  neglect ;  in  England's  cause  conten 
Hopeless  himself  of  virtue,  but  her  friend: 
Through  crowds  shall  mark  his  solitary  way, 

**  Ardent,  though  secret,  and  though  serious,  gi; 

•*  Ere 


« 


€1 


€t 


**  tanquam  portum  et  sabbathum  humanarum  contemplation 
•*  omnium."  (tf) 

I  speak  merely  my  own  sentiments  to  those  who  have 
much  time  or  leisure  for  deep  study,  (but  we  are  all  boun^ 
find  some  time  for  this  subject,)  and  I  speak  in  submissioi 
schokrs  better  informed  than  myseif. 

Reader,  whoever  thou  art,  if  thou  shouldest  approve  t 
introJuctory  ideas  to  this  great  subject,  inexhausted  as  it  is 
inexhaustible,  f^epare  thyself,  thy  understanding,  and 
affections.    ^'  Te  quoque  dignum  finge  Dbo  !" 

\ee)  The  Rt.  Rev.  George  Pretyman,  D.  D.  Bishop  of  J 
coin  and  Dean  of  St.  Paul's ;  Tutor  and  Secretary  to  the 
Hon.  William  Pitt,  before  he  was  raised  to  the  Prelacy. 
is  a  man  of  great  learning,  discernment,  and  ability;  his  ^ 
tings  are,  in  my  opinion,  distinguished  by  singular  temper 
moderation,  by  accuracy  and  a  clear  perception  of  the  sab 
he  is  treating,  and  by  a  zeal  accordinglo  knowledge. 

.    .       {a)  De  Augm.  Scicnt.  L.  3,  ap.  initi 


t  ^11  ] 

"  Erect,  without  a  pension,  to  his  end 
"  Unknown,  unheard,  unhonour'd,  shall  descend  5 
"  Bow  to  no  minister  for  golden  views,  i  ji 

"  His  portion.  Memory,  and  best  gift,  the  Muse,**, 


OCTAVIUS- 


This  of  yourself? 


AUTHOR. 


■  :t 


'Tis  so. 


OCTAVIUS. 

YouVe  turn'd  plain  fool : 
A  V2un>  pert  prater,  bred  in  (/)  Erskine*s  school ; 
Talk  of  yourself? 

AUTHOR. 

(/)  The  Hon.  Thomas  £i'skine,  the  celebrated  ^iirriV/^.  For 
a  further  account  of  his  talents,  abilities,  legal  knowledge,  &c, 

ste  and  ask^jMr.  Eniinc  bimsslp.  (See  also  P. of  L.  Dial.  4.) 


C  «"  I 


AUTHOR. 


Why  yes  j   I  would  be  h 
Mere  talkers  now,  not  writers,  are  preferr 
Look  at  that  paper :  { •■)  if  you  print  the  sp 
Pitt  seems  George  Rose^  or  like  Sir  Richard  [ 
Nor  tone,  nor  majesty,  nor  patriot  fires  i 
Methinks  the  wit  of  Sheridan  expires  ^ 
Lost  in  Dundas  the  Caledonian  twang. 
Though  Pitt,  and  Port,  and  Property  he  sa 
Print  negro  speeches^  and  in  reason's  spite, 
Lo,  Wilberforce  is  black,  and  Francis,  vv 
Who  wonders  at  buffoons,  or  Courtney's  jc 
And  we  scarce  slumber,  though  Sir  Willian 
*Tis  Grey  and  grumbling,  Curwen  {/i)  all  anc 
And  Dent  (/)  and  Dogs,  and  Pe wtcr(/(r)  pot  an< 


(j)  Any  ffewspaper  or  report  of  the  Debates  in  Pai 

(A)  All  the  changes  rung  upon  feudality,  tyrai 
know  not  what,  when  the  Game  Laws  were  discn 
close  of  the  last  pvliamcnty  April  17961  on  the  mot 
Corweo. 


C    ai3    ] 

hall  I  not  talk  .^— Few  politics  will  read^       1 69 
'  Lauderdale  should  sketch  his  Scottish  creed ;  (/) 

Though 


Alluding  to  the  lone;  debates  on  the  1kg  and  Bitck  billy 
^ht  into  parliaoien"  \\\  1796,  by  Mr.  Dent.  The  bill  is  a 
allegorical,  soflietimes  unintelligible,  and  often  ludicrous 
Qstance ;  I  i>hi»ll  not  V^6k  to  Mr,  Pitt  or  Mr.  Wilbcrforce 
1  explanation  of  the  following  clause  in  it;  namely,  **  Pro* 
e<i  a 'ways,  that  no  pek^on  win  shall  keep  aut  b>  rcH^ 
•:lp,  U''   shall  be  charged  with  M</iiyi»eii/of  thesaid  sum, 

//  SUCH   BITCH,  &c,  shall  be  of  the  age  of .*' *  Sect  2. 

inly  ciir^  bill  is  allegorical,  and  the  Kbbpb&s  of  Bitcres, 
ompla-r.,  that  they  had  taxes  enough  to  fiayfor  them  before. 
Fox  objected  \q  it  in  the  H.  of  C;  so  Hid  Lord  William 
on,  and  many  other  respectable  and  filajful  members;  but 
\  H.  of  L.  the  Duke  of  Qneensbury  said,  *^  It  did  not  ursrl 
lify." 

Ar  Pitt  means  that  taxes  should  be  an  object  of  wit,  I  shall 
expect  to  hear  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  the  House,  call  the  District 
wning  street,  "  The  Borgo  Allegro."  (1796.) 


This  is  another  curious  subject  brought  into  the  House 
3ril  1796,  and  shews  that  Mr.  Fox  has  eloquence  of  all 
iais  and  of  all  nictils  Gold,  for  his/fffj/Msr;  brass  for 
imons\  and  pewter  for  bis  constituents. 

See  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale's  Letters  to  the  Scotch  Peers, 
is  affecting  eloquence  was  thrown  away  upon  them,  even 

^eM 


See  the  Act  for  granting  to  His  Majesty,  certain  duties  on 
rj|  Whelps,  &c.  &c«  passed  May  19,  1796* 

0$ 


{ 


t    ai4    ] 

Though  Abram  Jones,  (//)  and  Jasper  Wilson  preach, 
.With  names  uncouth,  but  net  unpolish'd  speech. 
Few  mark///^  Journals  of  the  dubious  Moore,  {m) 
We  scent  the  tainted  gale  from  Gallia's  shore; 
Through  England  as  his  Various  Views  advance. 
We  smile,  but  trace  the  Mannerist  of  France. 

Godwin's 

when  thy  undentcoil  many  of  the  passages,  which  they  did  now 
and  then.     (1796.) 

(//)  Two  as!:unied  names  of  political  writers,  instead  of 
Brutus,  &c.  but  it  is  a  foo I i<^li  custom  and  should  cease. 
Abram  Jones  I  have  noconjerrjre;  aud  Jasper  Wilson  I  belie 
js  still  dubious :  thougu  the  Uaden  mncc  of  the  laborious  and  p 
lite  Afohgiit  has  descended  witii  it's  usual  grace  and  weight  o 
the  devoted  head  of  the  ingenious  Dr.  Currie. 

(w)  John  Moore,  M.  D.  the  celebrated  author  of  •*  Travel  j3s 
•*  into  France,  and  Italy,  of  Zeluco,  of  Edward,  or  Variou  —as 
**  Views  of  Life  and   Manners  in  England,  &c.  &c,  &c.**  I 

fpeak  of  him  only  as  2i  public  author.     He  is  a  sensible  and  ei^^B* 
tertaining  companion ;   his  style  is  easy,  always  agreeable  aa^s-d 
pleasing,  his  wit  is  playful,  and  his  pleasnntry  on  physicians         is 
sometiiTies  little  inferior  to  Mollcre  ;  "  vineta  cgedit  sua.'*    B""^t 
I  dli^like  the  tendency  of  various  parts  of  his  writings  when  ^fcic 
speaks  of  the  French  affairs,  I   mean  of  the  Jirineifiles  of  t'^fcc 
fnt  Revoluiion,  which  led  to  the  cruellies,  misery,  and  distrer^s^ 
which  ha.e  been  since  felt  by  France  and  by  all  Europe.    Ic:    '• 
impossible  thai  Dr.  Moore  or  any  other  man  of  sense,  can  be    ^<» 
advocate  for  their  present  system.     I  dislike  also  the  perpet^'*/ 
ridicule  which  Dr.  Moore  throws  upon  hereditary  bonoqri  2k.Xi 
time  like  the  present,    (i  796.) 


t    "5    3 

vin*s  dry  p^c  {p)  no  stateman  e'er  believ'd, 
1  fiction  aids,  what  sophistry  conceived  j 

Genius 

lave  given  some  attentioa  to  Mr.  G«dwin*s  work^ 
iTicAL  JusTiGE,"(a)  as  conceiving  it  to  be  the  codb 
'd  modern  ethics,  morality^  and  Itgislation.  I  confeis 
not  for  the  republic  of  Plato,  nor  even  for  the  Oceanm 
igron,  but  for  something  different  from  them  all.  I 
deed  for  a  superstructure  raised  on  the  revoJuciunary 
•f  equality,  watered  with  blood  from  the  guillotines 
I  found  it.  I  cannot  discuss  a  work  in  two  large 
n  a  note,  (though  some  would  dispatch  it  with  a  single 
t  in  general  I  can  speak  as  much  of  it,  as  it  desenret* 
:  compass ;  I  mean,  as  it  appears  to  me* 

Ad  terras  comitata  cadentem 
n  signet  muros  ultricis  semita  flammae !  (i)  , 

'st  trait  of  the  work  is  a  certain  cold-blooded  indiffe- 
all  the  mild,  pious,  and  honourable  feelings  of  our 

nature,  like  all  the  Philosophers  of  the  new  Sect; 

thing  observable,  is  a  most  affectionate  concern  and 
r  the  welfare  of  mankind,  who  are  to  txvsl  sonu  centuriei 
len  the  endless  perfectibility  rf  the  human  sjkecies  (for  SQch 
argon)  shall  receive  ///  completion  upon  earth;  when 
)les  of  Dr.  Darwin  have  learned  to  manage  the  vnndt 
:t  their  currents  at  pleasure,  and  the  descendants  of 
vfs  have  calmed  the  waves  of  a  stormy  people  with 
:ial  oil  of  democracy, 

:r.  trait  is,  that  all  political  Justice  is  essentially  founded 
istice;  if  plunder,  robbery,  and  spoliation  of  all  pro- 

pertj 

t  published  in  %  vols.  4to ;  and  since  in  %  volst  Svo^ 
{h)  Stat,  L.  xi,  V,  J, 
04 


[    "6    ] 
Genius  may  droojp  o'er  Falkland's  funeral  cry  5 

No 


petty  ht  the  cutset  may  be  termed  injustice;*  though  to  be  fure 
the  latter  end  of  his  commonwealth  rather  forgets  the  begioitiiig. 
But  I  must  say,  he  is  not  without  some  kind  of  appreheodoiiy 
that  the  population  of  states  may  be  too  great,  under  the 
Uesiings  of  an  equal  diff'usion  of  property  in  the  proposed  go* 
Temment,  for  which  he  provides  a  remedy;  though,  *f6r  my 
own  part,  I  think  such  a  government,  like  Saturn  of  old,  wiU 
be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  eating  up  its  children* 

Again :  another  discovery  seems  to  be,  that  as  hitherto  we 
bave  had  recourse  to  the  agency  and  interference  of  the 
Deity,  and  his  unalterable  laws,  to  account  even  for  the 
fall  of  a  stone  to  the  ground,  the  germination  of  a  blade  of 
grass,  or  the  propagation  of  the  meanest  insect;  we  are  m«p  to 
discard  the  superintendence  of  God  ia  human  and  terrestrial 
affairs,  and  to  believe  in  no  prwidcna  but  wr  Qton^  and  to  n^mmh 
ourselves  and  our  faculties.  He  seems  to  realize  a  modern 
fiction  I  once  read,  which  supposes  an  assembly  of 
philosophers  before  the  Deity,  when  some  of  them  are  aaid 
whisper  in  his  ear,  <*  Between  friends,  we  do  not  believ 
*<  that  Tou  exist  at  all.*' 

Further:  as  to  suppose  a  divine  sanction  without  a  di 
would  be  absurd,  ihtrefvre^  every  institution  such  ai  marriage' 
which  in  alPcivilized  nations  has  been  hallowed  for  thegiea' 
end  for  which  it  was  ordained,  is  to  be  vilified,  ridiculed,  argi 
away,  and  abolished.    The  tender  sex,  deprived  of  the  su 
comfort,  and  protection  of  their  natural  guardian,  is  to 

delivi 


*  i.  e.  If  Mr.  Godwin's  principles  are  to  be  adopted  in 
(ouAtry^  where  propcny  is  nvm  secured  hy  the  laws. 


[      217      ] 

No  patriot  weeps  when  gifted  villains  die.  i  Sm 

Who 

delirered  over  to  fiuicied  freedom  and  wild  independance,  but 
in  reality  to  misery  and  destitation  beyond  all  calculation. 

Then  by  way  of  corollary,  a  few  vulgar  virtues  and  once  ho* 

Bounible  aflfections,  as  piety  to  parents,  and  love  to  children,  09 

ttcJkf  are  to  be  erased  from  the  breait.    Gratitude  for  kindnesi^ 

aod  tears  for  the  unfortunate,  are  but  weakness:  there  is  nothing 

soothing  in  compassion,  and  friendship  has  no  consolation.     It 

Would  seem,  that  a  well  of  water,  an  apple  tree,   or  any  thing 

Jkrtdmcfsve,  is  more  valuable  than  man  to  man,  ahstractedfrvm  tit 

mere  use  which  one  man  can  derive  from  another.   **  Theee  are 

^  thy  gods,  O  Israel,  and  this  is  the  worship  to  which  you  are 

«■  called  r- 

N'evertheless  I  shall  still  venture  to  mention,  with  reverence 
9knd  humility,  thb  gebat  moeal  codb  intended  for  all  man- 
kind, once  delivered  and  ratified  by  Him,  nvh^  knew  ivhat  nvas 
9u  man.    In  that  code  all  is  practicable,  all  virtue  is  founded  ia 
nercy,  kindness,  bcnevolcifte,  and  comfort,  alike  to  him  that 
jives  and  him  that  takes.    There  man  plants;  and  God,  not 
man,  gives  the  increase.    There  we  find  no  wild  supposition  of 
an  interest  which  cannot  be  described,  as  it  does  not  exist;  no 
course  of  actions  is  proposed,  without  a  motive  direct  and. 
reflected.    I  speak  here  of  perhaps  the  least  part  of  the  Gospel 
Code,  even  of  that  Revelation  which  was  given  unto  men  in  a 
manner  at  once   clear  and  perspicuous,  pure  and  unmixed, 
ttnifbrm  and  consistent,  persuasive  and  convincing,  powerful 
amd  muhoritatlve^  in  the  name  and  in  the  majesty  of  Him  who 
IS  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  Thb  Almighty! 

But  if  we  regard  mere  human  institutions;  if  a  man  wishes  to 
•ce  tjkraeticahle  system  of  policy  and  government,  founded  and 
confirmed  in  the  experience  of  ages,  let  him,  if  he  has  been 
Wbjje  kd  astray  by  the  meteors  of  Godwin,  walk  for  a  season 


f    a»8    ] 

Who  now  reads  Pair?  whose  title  who  shall  give  ? 

Doctor 

in  the  steady  light  which  Blackstonc  has  diffused.  Let  bim  studj 
the  Commentaries  onthe£ngHsh  Laws,  as  th-cy  exist  and  upheld 
s)l  that  is  valuable,  or  perhaps  attainable,  in  a  rational  and 
civtitxed  nation;   and  then  let  him  consrier  the  th^^ries  of 
Codwin  on  political  Justice,  and  conten^.^pte  the  governinenC 
which  would  be  raised  on  his  principl'.   .      i :»  me  there  seems 
lobe  no  more  comparison  than  lur^^'M-n  l*gm  aru  oarkness* 
What  the  great  Burnet*  affirms  o J  .   ■.  Ij^i  i  und  rhc  Atheist, 
considered  merely  as  two  sects  in  ph   ••  v;|>Hy,  is  I  am  convinced, 
sot  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  two  polirical  Sects  mi  question. 
••  The  hypothesis  oU/ic  Deist  rcache-.  from  the  top  to  the  bottom, 
^  both  through  the  intellectual  and  material  wrrld,  ^iiha  clear 
** and  distinct  light  every  where;  is  genuine,  comprehensive,  . 
••satisfactory  ;  has  nothing  forced,  nothing  confused,  nothings 
••  precarious.    Whereas  the  hypothesis  of  M^  A:leist  is  strainedJ 
^  and  broken ;  dark  and  uneasy  to  the  mind,  commonly  precartws^^ 
••  tften  incongruous  and  irrational^  and  sometimes  Jilainly  ridiculous** 

I  can  allow  Mr.  Godwin,  and  other  speculative  writers  onm 
government  to  be  ingenious.  They  must  in  the  course  of  theira 
investigation,  now  and  then  throw  out  a  nnv  idea,  but  in  generaB 
the  greate:t  part  of  their  works  consists  of  very  old  ideas,  whichr 
have  been  discussed  again  and  again.  They  astonish  b}i| 
paradoxes,  and  allure  the  imagination  by  prospects  without  0 
limit;  and  when  they  have  alternately  heatod  and  confounded  ih^ 
minds  of  men,  they  call  them  to  the  great  nvork^  namely,  th9 

subversioiK 


♦  Burnet's  Theory  of  the  earth,  b.  2.  ch.  10. — See  the  tentr:: 
and  eleventh  chapters  of  that  great  man's  work:  "  On  tb^ 
Author  of  Nature,  and  on  Natural  Providence;"— a  masta* 
treatise  on  reason  and  eloquence.  I  wish  these  two  cbaptc  ^ 
were  published  in  a  separate  pamphlet. 


.    [      219      ] 

Doctor  Sententious  hight,  or  Positive?  (j) 


From 


subversion  of,  what  they  call,  prejudices,  and  the  overthrow  of 
the  government,  which  is  : 

In  nostros  Fabricata  bst  machina  muroi, 

I  can   laugh  at  their  metaphysics,   and    even   be  amused 

with  their  pantomime  fancies,    as  such.      But  when  I  know 

that  their   theories    are  de  gned   to  be   brought  into  action, 

and  when  they  tell  us,  that  ihey  hate  violence,  biood^shed, 

revolution,  and  misery,  and  that  truth  and  happiness  are  their 

objects;  I  open  my  eyes  to  see,  and  ray  ears  to  hear;  and 

having  honestly  exerted  both  facalties,  I  declare^  from  private 

conviction  and    from   public  experience,  that    I    oppose  the 

admission  of  their  doctrines,  woether  recofnmended  by  Thomas 

Paine»   or  William  Godwin.     Perhaps  indeed,  *'  Hujusmodi 

**  Gives,  improbos  in  rempublicam  et  seditiosos,  a  Censore 

^  melius  est,  quam  a  Poeta  notari."  {a) 

Yet  a  moment.     Take  Mr.  Godwin  as  a  natural  philosophrr^ 
and  from  his  doctrines  let  the  reader  consider  the  state  of  hit 
Wider  standing.      Let    him   also  consider,  huno  such  a  man  is 
^edified  not  merely  to  reform,  but  first  to  overthrow  and  thea 
to  rebuild,  the  whole  system   of  government,  morality,  and 
religion  in  such  a  kingdom  as  Gjeat  Britain.    What  opinion 
can  we  entertain  of  a  man  who  seriously  thinks  that,  at  some 
future  period,  the  necessity  of  sleep  in  an  animal  body  may  he 
superseded :^^\h2X  men  die  merely  by  their  own/ault  and  mismanagement^ 
but,  that  the  immortality  of  the  organized  human  body,  as  it  is 
BOW  formed,  might  he  attained  by  proper  attention  and  care;-— 
or  who  thinks  '*  that,  hereafter  it  is  by  no  means  clear,  that  the 
*'  most  extensive  operations  may  not  be  within  the  reach  of 
^  we  man,  or  to  make  use  of  a  familiar  instance,  that  a  plough 
'*  may  not  hi  turned  into  afitld^  and  perform  iis  office^  without  the 

««  need 

{a)  Cicero  Fragm.  dc  Republic*,  Lib.  4.  ap.  Augustin.  de 
Ctvit.  Dei,  L.  9*  C.  9* 


(      220      ] 

From  Grfcek,  or  French,  or  any  Roman  gronnd, 

Ii 

*'  need  •/  sufiertntendence  !  !  P^  and  then  adds,  ««  It  w^s  in  A 
^  itnse  that  the  celebrated  Franklin  conjecttired,  that  Min 
**  would  one  day  become  omnipotent  over  matter!!  !(< 
Surely  we  may  say  with  the  poet  of  Epicurus; 

Hatuiiii 
Perturhatur  ibi  totnm  sic  corpus,  et  omnes 
Commutantnr  ibi  positur^  principiorum.  {h) 

I  have  referred  to  the  last  edition  of  Mr.  Godwin*s  work,  ' 
be  has  corrected  or  otniued  many  passa^^es  which  were  in  tl 
4to  edition.  If  lie  «'  U-  but  go  on  with  more  la^i  thoughts^  I  thir 
he  will  shortly  reduce  it  toi.  v-  /  little  pamphiet.  I  cou 
make  such  a  colleition  of  Etnuti:*  -r  what  Rabelais  might  cs 
*'  Anildoted  Comma}  urn  f*)  fro:  his  »vi  .  k  as  would  dzzie  even 
modern  philosopher,  who  e'^  iirr^di^  oiiiinpotent  over  matter 
in  Mr.  Godwin's  and  Dr.  Franklin's  sense.- 

I  think'  these  Beauties  would  form  an  as5en>blage  of  tl 
roost  curious  and  incongruous  ideas  ever  exhibited,  fully  «u 
ficienr,  (as  Mr.  Gr.dwin  expresses  it)  to  "  rouse  (any  man)  fro 
«*  the  LETHARGIC  OBLIVIOUS  PooL,  out  of  w/iick  evcty  finite  i 
••  telleet originally  roseT*  {c)  Good  heaven  !  what  can  Mr,  Godw 
mean  by  such  ideas,  and  such  Mords !  except  he  seriously  heliev 
that  human  souls  are  dipped  in  *the  river  of  oblivion,  or  drii 
of  that  stream  as  described  by  Virgil.  Yet  even  this  will  n 
help,  or  explain  Mr.  Godwin's  words,  for  he  says,  that  tb' 
••  ORIGINALLY  fose from  the  oblivious  fiool^ 

Into   what  whirlpools  of  desolating  nonsense  are  we  to  i 
hurried,  as  the  sport,  the  scorn,  the  ludibria,  the  puppets 
these  AVw  Creators  of  the  moral  world  ?    Alas  for  man  I  where  v^ 

th< 

(41)  Godwin,  v.  2.  p.  494.  ed.  8vo.        {b)  Lucret.  L.  4.>.  6ji 
(e)  Godwin,  voL  2.  p.  88.  Svo.  ed» 


In  mazy  progress  and  eternal  round , 

Quotations 

they  lead  us  and  themselves,  metbinksit  is  deeper  and  deeper, 
tonfusivn  worse  cwfaunded  ! 

The  further  I  proceed,  the  more  I  learn  to  distrust  swelling 
men,  and  swelling  words,  and  swelling  ideas,  but  above  all  in 
political  subjects,  from  which  most  is  to  be  dreaded.  Political 
writers  of  this  class  are  not  to  be  considered  as  the  specuktora 
of  former  times. 

The  lucubrations  of  Montesquieu  and  Locke,  so  unjustif 
^nd  80  foolishly  decried  of  late  by  some  weak,  though  weil- 
cncaning  persons,  were  given  as  the  result  of  long  experi- 
ence and  of  continued  meditation.  The  w^rks  of  these  great 
■ten  were  not  designed  to  produce  subversion,  but  ii!pi{;  and 
gradual  reformation,  as  the  various  states  of  Europe  would 
^^'niit.  The  writers  of  these  days,  on  the  contrary,  throw  out 
^eir  ideas  at  a  heat^  and  intend  they  should  be  brought  into 
^'nwntdiate  action.  They  are  not  friends  "  to  the  world,  or  tht 
••  World's  law," 

I  would  earnestly  and  zealously  inculcate  it  again  and  again, 
^***t  whatever  may  be  held  forth  to  as,  or  disguised,  by  these  phi- 
•**«opher5,  neither  /^/V  plans,  nor //ir/>  reforms,  nor  Mtf/V  systemt« 
^*ia  ever  be  erected  or  established  in  the  kingd^'M  of  Gkbat 
^*  iTAiN,  but  upon  the  overthrow  of  the  Christian  Religion, 
^nO  upon  the  annihilation,  or  the  disturbance  of  all  orders  and 
riks  in  society,  as  they  now  exist.  We  may  aLo  be  fully 
'-tired,  that  this  cannot  be  effected,  but  through  the  necessary 
unavoidable  medium  of  plunder,  confiscation,  revolutionary 
^*umal  murders,  and  the  insurrection  of  the  entei  prising  talents 
^*  gifted,  bold,  and  bad  men,  u<pon  all  ppf  jerty,  fubllc  and 
prhvQte^  upon  which  all  modern  Revolutionists  rest  as  their 
^^^rtier  stone,  and  their  final  hope. 

'  will  add,  vhat  to  such  of  my  readers  as  are  conversant  in 
*^^^»c  authoii  of  antiquity  whose  precision,  of  ihougrjf  and  of 

languajjir, 
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Quotations  dance,  and  wonder  at  their  place. 
Buzz  through  liis  wig,  and  give  the  bush  more  grace 
But  on  the  oath,  that  modest  Tucker  (/)  swore, 
Parr  wisely  ponder'd  j  and  his  oath  forbore. 
He  prints  a  Sermon :  (//)  Hurd  with  judging  eye 
Reads,  and  rejects  with  critic  dignity :  19 

Word 


language,  has  conferred  dignity  and  stability  on  those  priocipl 
by  which  all  that  is  sacred,  or  venerable,  or  useful,  or  necessa 
to  well-being  is  maintained,  I  would  offer  the  words  of 
ancient  Christian  Philosopher  in  the  early  ages.     The  uncer< 
tainty,  and  weakness,  and  futility  of  moJtm  and  revived  docttiti 
were  never  better  exposed  or  expressed. 

HSti  ysp  y/ii  (Txorus  ayvoiOLs  OLTCa^yra^  xou  ocTram  /xeXaiMt,  xct 
AVetpos  itKoLvn^  xai  arsXr.s    (pxyraoiXt    xcci  axoLTaXvatTOS  ayvcta 

Mcrav  eujrcjTf  iyx^riorriToiy  xai  us  ct>  a'VEipov  avrots  xou  aoj 
-irpo€i(yiv  i5  S^fimc-is  ratv  Tr^avptaro^v,  xai  to  tsXcs  avrarif  arfx^ 
Toy  xai  ap^TKTTSv,   Epyof  /xr<o£vi  TrpcSrjXft;  xai  Koyoj  ca^i  CsC 
fjLsyoy.[a)     (1796.) 


If  this  note  is  too  long,  I  have  no  inclination  to  make  a 
apology  for  it.     My   conviction  and  my  fears  on  this 
awful  subject,  (while  ic  may  >r/  avail  us  to  consider  it) 
times  overpower  me,  till  I  absolutely  sink  under  them.    It 
written,  I  hope  we  all  know   where,   '*  revoptevos  €» 

"  EKTENESTEPON  Trpocry^yxero." 

«■■  ■  — - — *  —  .  .  _-      .     - 

(a)  Hermiae  ^ixa-vpfjLo;  (sive   Irrisxo)    ran    €^    OiXocof— ^wy 
Pag  I75.--Sub  fin ;  Ed.  Paris.  Justin.  Martyris  Op.  1636. 
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Vords  upon  words !  and  most  ngainst  their  will, 

Kn<\  honied  globules  dribb'c  through  his  quill, 

vlawkish,and  thick ;  Earth  scarce  the  tropes  supplies, 

-leav'n  lends  her  moon  and  crouded  galaxies -^  {y) 

Polemic 

(r)  Though  the  reader  may  possibly  have  a  very  good  idea  of 
sententious,  or  a  positive  Doctor  in  general ;  yet  my  specific 
Uusion  is  to  the  theology  of  the  twelfth  centary,  when'  the 
)occors  were  divided  into  Doctores  Dogmatici  et  Poslthi^  and 
he  Doctores  S^ntentiarii^  or  expounders  of  the  famous  Book  of 
leniences  by  Peter  Lombard,  Bisho/i  of  Paris* 

At  present  fii>hop  Gregoire  and  Bishop  Sieyes  at  PxtiSi  gire 
heir  Doctors  some  famous  books  of  sentences  to  expound,  notit 
t  commentariis  perpetuus  Doctoris  GuiLLOTiNi^.who  causes 
;reat  unanimity  of  sentiment  among  the  Doctors,  and  arranges 
heir  several  heads  with  admirable  precision.    (1796.) 

(/)  Josiah  Tucker,  D.  D.  late  Dean  of  Gloucester,  o  graw/, 
>nce  took  an  oath  in  a  pamphlet  that  he  would  refuse  a 
>ithopric»  He  was  an  acute,  learned,  and  most  sagacious 
nan. 

(//)  The  unfortunate  Education  Sermon,  which  Bishop  Hurd 
bappened  to  dislike.  '*  Hinc  illae  lacrymas!*'  This  produced 
the  re-publication  of  Warburton's  and  Hurd's  tracts,  with  the 
splendid  and  astonishing  dedication  by  Dr.  Parr.  See  the  First 
Dialogue  of  theP,  ofL.  See  also  Rabelais's  great  Chapter, 
*^  How  Gargantua  &pent  his  time  in  rainy  weather,"  and  the 
comment  by  Du  Chat. 

{*v)  Dr.  Parr's  own  words.  Sec  the  P,  of  L.  Dialogue  i. 
and  Dr.  Parr's  ow»  Dedication  of  Warburton's  tracts,  p.  151, 
&c.  with  all  the  display  of  beautiful  earthly  and  coelestial  ima- 
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Polemic  phrenzy  and  irreverent  rage, 
And  dotard  impotence,  deform  the  page. 


Let 


gery,  and  all  the  melliti  verhorum  gJohuli^  which  were  exhibited 
on  the  occasion  in  such  admirable  confusion,  ^*  ut  majus  sit 
^  hasce  contort: cnes  orationisy  quam  signorum  ortus  obituique,  per- 
•*  discere."  {a)  Dr.  Parr's  strange  verbiage  {b)  reminds  mt  of 
some  persons  in  The  Wasps  of  Aristophanes ; 

Or  as  Plautus  expresses  himself  in  one  of  his  comedies  i 

**  Salvaresest,  philosophaturquoque  jam: 

•*  Quod  erat  ei  nomen? — TliesaMrochryswicocfnysiJesJ*  (jj) 

The  Doctor  can  construe  all  this^  I  believe,  and  the  meaning 

of  it. 

Dr. 


(a)  Cic.  de  Fato,  Sect.  8. 

{h)  I  have  been  misunderstood.  I  hold  up  none  of  Dr.  Parr*t 
fesqtiipedalia  verba  to  ridicule;  it  is  his  verbiage  and  phrase* 
olcgy  which  I  reprobate.  It  would  be  ridiculous  indeed  to 
compare  the  Birmingham  Doctor  with  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson.  I 
am  not  his  Biographer;  It  is  not  his  life,  but  his  writings 
which  I  criticise. 

What  has  Dr,  Parr  written  ?  A  Sermon  or  two,  rather 
long;  a  Latin  Preface  to  Bellendenus,  (rather  long  too,)  coo- 
tisting  of  a  cento  of  I^atin  and  Greek  expressions  applied 
to  polirical  subjects;  another  preface  to  some  EngKsfak 
tract*,  and  two  6r  three  English  pamphlets  about  his  owq 
private  quarrels  And  this  is  the  man  to  be  compared  witb 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  ! ! !  (AddcH,  1797)  Why  am  Ifwccd  laMf 
a  confirmation  of  my  opinion  stronger  and  stronger? 

(r)  2^x£^.  V.  219.        (tl)  Captiv*  A»2.  So* 


Let  him  but  wrangle,  •  and  in  any  shape 
Not  insignificance  itself  can  'scape : 


Horace 


Dr.  Parr  is  so  very  learned,  and:  has  such  t  deep  mouth,  thU 
tome  cdnjecture  he  was  not  born  till  the  end  of  the  eleventh 
iBOQtb,  like  the  great  Gargantua ;  or  vspi«XopiEv»  €¥Mu;rot/»  at  the 
end  of  a  twelve- month,  as  Homer  speaks  {a)  of  one  of  Neptune's 
childrtn,  and  for  which  Aulus;GeIlius  (a  favourite  author  with 
Dr.  Parr)  gravely  assigns  a  reason,  **  Convent sse  Ncptuno 
''  maiestatique  ejus,  ut  longiore  tempore  satus  ex  eo  grandes- 
•'ceret.**  (h)   Eww  wc  avo^wXioi  #yva*  Ma^a,rtir»\ 

A  few  months  after  the  Doctor's  birth,  he  was  found,  like 
Gargantna,  to  be  "  a  fineboy,  and  had  a  hurly /ifyshgnomy  \  he 
*>  monechordized  with  his  fingers,  and  harytmlxed  ^hh  liis  taiL** 
Rabeh  B.  i.  C.  7«    This  was  a  presage  of  the  noise  the  Doctor 
was  to  make  hereafter ;  but  from  the  nature  of  his  boyish  diet, 
(for  hit  masters  were  stiled  Tubal  Holofernes  and  Ponocratei 
llataeologns)  it  appeared  that  he  was  better  fed'  than  uughti 
If  the  child  wanted  a  bit  of  bread,  or  a  slice  of  mutton,  or  any 
common  vegetable,  he  was  not  suffered  to  have  any,  till  he  had 
cited  all  the  Greek  or  Latin  authors  who  had  mentioned  these 
WMhardl  substances;    Pliny,  Athenaeus,  Julius  Pollux,  Galen^ 
Porpbyrius,    Oppian,   Polyblus,    Dionysius  Halicarnassensi^, 
Heliodonis,Aristotle,Plato,AolusGelli,U8,iElia|9^TbQophrastus,* 
ttd  Dioscorides,  down  to  Buffbu  and  Sir  John  HilL  This  habit 

.   ...  tht 

(if)  Odyi.xi.  V.247.        •  (^)  AuL  Gell.  Lib.  3.  C.  x6.. . 

if)  I  recommei^d  to  Dr;  Parr  the  following  passage  froo) 
Theophrastus'a  History  of  Plants,  whicfc  he  will  understand  1 
£9  rm  a/y^Bms  yju^s^mfos  to  MH  9YAA0MANEIN, 
MmmyMn  xoi  HiwiufWk  rpy  oiroy.  Theophrast«  Hist.  Plant.  Lib*  S» 
c.  7t   •  * 

■  B 
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Horace  and  Coombc  (*)  go  forth,  a  gentle  pafr. 
Splendid  and  silly,  to  unequal  war;  209 

But  while  the  midwife  to  Lucina  prays. 
The  Gorgon  glares,  and  blasts  the  critic's  bays. 

Parr  prints  a  Paper ;  {j)  well:  in  all  thii^  equal, 

jSense,  taste, wit^  judgment ;  but  pray  read  The  Se^li 

'  Sefitt 

tie  Child  never  lost  in  Hit  riper  years,  to  the  great  edification  of 
his  hearers  or  readers,  when  he  was  furnished  with  pen  and  ink* 
.  When  he  was  advanced  to  the  Doctorate,  /A^  Ci//^  was  still 
the  same,  as  appeared  in  his  compliinentary  and  satirical  pr»* 
face  to  Belleodenus,  in  which,  as  usual,  he  discharged  all  the 
literary  food  he  oyer  ate,  after  the  Greek  fashion  of  his  mastcn 
l*ubal  HoIofernesandPonocrates  M^taeologus,  and  as  prescribed 
bjr  that  great  and  consumnoate  Theologian,  **  Joanninus  dc 
**  Barrauco  is  libro  de  copioiitate  reverentiarum,*'  a  writer 
who  cannot  be  sufficiently  recomn^ended,  and  who  is  as  weU 
iwwxr.as  **  MusAMBBRTius  in  Commonitorio  ad  RamiroBiiiai 
^  dePrado,'*  quoted  by.  Mr.  Porsgn  in  the  title  p^e  .of  hia 
Letters,  to  regale  Archdeacon  Travis^ 

<4r)  See  the  ridiculous  controversy  betwetn  Dr.  Parr  end  t>f. 
Coombe,  about  a  pompous  edition  of  Horace,  pubKsfatdtoba 
sure  for  no  purpose  that  I  can  discover ;  wHicfa  the  Docloi 
Posltivus  mangled  lUld  destroyed  in  the  British  Ciltle  irtllRMI 
any  mercy»  See  also  Dr.  Parr*s  strange  Letferto  Dr.'  CTonlhii 
occuion,  signed  **  By  an  Occasional  Wrilet  in  the  B^hSsli 
•*  Critic/' 

(y)  Dr«  Parr  published  at  Birmingham  what  he  called 
<*  A  printed  Paper  ;^'  and  after  that,  *«  A  Sequel  to  a  printi^ 
^  Fftpcr,''  a  very  lar^ e  paoiphict|  dc  oomi  scibili^  «s  usuai. 
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Sejuel  to  what  ?  the  Doctor  only  knows; 

Morsels  of  politics,  most  chosen  prose. 

Of  Nobles,  Priestley,  Plato,  Democrats^ 

Pitt,  Plutaich,  Curtis,  Burke,  and  Rous,  and  Ratsj 

The  scene?   *t is  Birmingham,  renownMafar 

At  once  for  halfpence,  and  for  Doctor  Parr.    21Q 

OCTAVIUS. 
Well  if  none  read  such  works,  yet  all  admlre--« 


AUTHOR. 


The  paper  ? 


OCTAVIUS. 

Yes  >  ten  shillings  every  quire :  {a) 

The 

I  really  think  it  it  impossible  to  point  oot  any  man  of  learning 
and  abilitj,  (and  Dr«  Parr  has  both,)  who  has  iithrto  wasted  hit 
f&mwn  and  attainments  in  such  a  desultory,  unmeaning,  wildt 
UAGOBDected,  and  useless  manner,  as  Dr.  Park,  V  In  nullum 
**  r^juMica  usum  ambitiosi  loquela  inclaruit^*  I  have  done 
with  him. 

(a)  I  allude  to  and  condemn  the  needlessly  expensive  manner 

of  publishing  most  pamphlets,  and  books  at  this  time.    See  the 

I^icsuita  of  Literature.  Dial.  i. 

P»  If 

f  Tacit*  L.  4.  Sect. 


[    4*8    ) 

The  type  is  Bulmer's,  jttst  like  Boydell's  plays : 
So  MisferHayley  shines  In  Mi!ton*5  (*)  rays. 
In  one  glaz'd  glare  tracts,  sermons,  pamphlets  vic^ 
And  hot-press'd  nonsense  claims  ^  dignity. 


AUTHOR. 

Nonsense  or  sense,  I'll  bear  in  any  shape. 
In  gown,  in  lawn,  in  ermine,  or  in  crape : 
What's  a  fine  type,  where  truth  exerts  her  rule? 
Science  is  science,  and  a  fool's  a  fooL  22 

Yet  all  shall  read,  and  all  that  page  approve. 

When  public  spirit  meets  with  public  love. 

Thus 


If  the  present'  nge  of  general  printing  on  fine,  creamy, 
wirc«>wovey  hot-pressed  paper  is  not  stopped,  the  injiify  done 
4o  the  eye  from  readtng,  and  the  shameful  expeace  of  the 
books,  will  in  no  very  long  time  annihilate  the  desire  of  resdii^^ 
and  the  possibility  of  purchasing.  No  new  work  wiatt$ivef 
should  be  puhluJied  in  this  manner^  or  Literature  will  destroy  itself. 

{h)  Mr.  Hay  ley  wrote  a  long  life,  or  rather  a  sort  of  defence 
of  Milton,  as  1  think,  prefixed  to  Boydell's  grand  edition  of 
the  poet.  I  like  neither  the  spirit  not  the  execution  of  Mi^ 
H/s  work. 


I    "9    1 
Thus  late  (c)  where  poverty  with  raplher dwcltf  . 
Runiford's  kind  genius  the  Bavariaafdty 
Not  by  romantic  chanties  beguil'd,       ^       • 
But  calm  in  project,  and  in  mercy  (^  mild. 
"Where'er  his  wisdom  guided,  none  withstood, 
Content  with  peace  and  practicable  good ; 
Round  him  the  labourers  throng,  the  nobles  wait, 
friend  of  the  poor,  and  guardian  of  the  state.    23a 

Yet  all  shall  read,  {e)  when  bold  in  strength  divine, 

Prelatic  virtue  guards  the  Christian  shrine, 

Pleas'd 

(c)  See  the  Experimental  Essays,  Poiiticali  Economical,  and 
Philosophical,  by  Benjamin  Count  of  Rum^ord,  &c.  &c.  &c« 
I  hope  the  Directors  of  the  interior  Government  of  this  country 
will  have  the  sense  and  wisdom  to  proiit  from  this  most  valuable 
and  important  work,  whose  truly  philosophic  and  benevolent 
author  must  feel  a  joy  and  self  satisfaction,  far  superior  to  any 
praise  which  man  can  bestow. 

(J)  A  distinguishing  feature  in  all  his  plans  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  the  idle,  the  abandoned,  and  the  wretched.  The 
mode  of  conferring  mercyy  and  apparent  kindness,  is  not  always 
mild  and  merciful.  I  have  too  much  respect  for  my  readers  to 
enlarge  on  this  virtue.  May  they  all  feel  experimentally|  that 
the  merciful,  in  the  true  sense,  shall  obtain  mercy. 

{e)  See  the  important,  convincing,  and  eloquent  Letttn  ad** 
^roKd  to  Thoipas  Paine,  i^uthor  of  the  Age  of  Reason,  9d  part, 

?3  ^J 
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Pleased  from  tUe  pomp  of  sqence  to  descend^ 

And  teach  the  people,  as  their  hallowed  friend ; 

In  gentle  warnings  to  the  unsettled  breast. 

In  all  it's  wand'rings  from  the  realms  of  rest. 

From  impious  scoffs  and  ribaldry  to  turn. 

And  Reason's  Age  by  reason's  light  discern; 

Kefix  insulted  truth  with  temperM  zea]» 

And  feel  that  joy  which  Watson  best  can  feel.  04^ 

« 

True  Genius  marks  alone  the  path  to  life. 
And  Fame  invites,  and  prompts  the  noble  strifi^ 
Her  temple's  everlasting  doors  unbarr'd  j 
Desert  is  various,  various  the  reward ; 
No  little  jealousy,  no  ilUtim'd  sneer. 
No  envy  there  is  foynd,  or  rival  fear^ 

Methmks 

by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Richard  Watson,  Bishop  of  Landaff,  ttikdj 
•*  An  Apology  for  the  Bible."  Every  person  wishes,  that  the 
Bishop  had  changed,  or  Would  even  now  change,  the  word 
•♦  Apology''  to  ••  Defence,''  or  any  other;  not  that  the  wprd 
♦*  apology"  is  absolutely  improper,  but  because  the  original 
meaning  of  it  is  obsolete.  To  write  such  a  book  as  this  is  to  do 
a  real  service  to  mankind.  A  cheap  editipn  of  it  is  printed, 
it  is  hoped  will  be  circulated  throughout  the  kjngdom, 

I  think  that  his  [*  Pefcnce  of  Revealed  Religion'*  in  two 


I    as*    3 

Methinks  on  Babylon  fond  famcy  dreams^ 
tier  vale  of  willows  by  the  mournful  streams^ 
iVhere  Hebrew  lyres  hung(rr)  mute !  O'er  Sion's  bill* 
ilows  the  chill  blasts  and  baneful  dews  distill^  {J J) 

Blest 

ermons  U  of  ffrtait  merit  and  of  general  utility*  Bishop  Wauoa 
lould  often  write,  but  with  the  utmost  caation,  accuracyt  and 
insideration»  because  his  works  will  always  be  read. 
I  woiild  also  particuhrly  recommeod  the  perusal  of  the  Sixth 
etter  of  the  Series  of  Letters  which  the  Bishop  addresKd  to 
[r.  Gibbon.  To  young  men  of  fashion  and  of  abilities,  prigi- 
illy  good,  but  obscured  by  libertine  life  and  conversation,  it 
ill  be  peculiarly  serviceable;  as  well  as  to  those  who  are  led 
tray  by  some  modem  pretended  discoveries  in  maimral jMhs9* 
tfy  now  a  fiivourite  mode  of  btrodacing  and  eiiforcing 
epticism  and  infidelity. 

In  this  place  it  is  a  circumstance  worthy  of  solemn  notice^ 
lat  when  Anaxagoras  reasoned  before  Pa  excles  on  the  oeco* 
ODy  and  order  of  the  universe^  and  the  phaenomena  of  na^ 
ire,  the  all-accomplished  Athenian  wu  led  by  the  philosopher 
ito  a  sobriety  of  thought  and  a  settled  devotion.  It  is  thas 
ipressed  in  the  powerfol  language  of  Plutarch :  **  O*  ^ixof 
'  XoTor,  avri  rfir  f  oC£(«r  xoi  f  Xsy/xatviNriK  iu9iiof,iiMvia^^  m$ 
'  aat^QiKsn  m^t*  cXvi^on^  ayaSfvv  iiw'cCficv  fiyipya^srau."* 

{cc)  *'  The  banks  of  the  rivers  of  Babylon  were  so  thickly 
lanted  with  willow  trees,  as  the  learned  Bochart  informs 
s,  that  the  country  of  Babylon  was  thence  called,  Tbo 
^ale  of  Willows,  and  on  those  trees  were  suspended  the 
rres  of  the  captive  Hebrews  neglected  and  unstrung." 
ce  Fa&siAV   Miscxllanibs,   by  William   Ouseley,   Esq* 

P  4  4t9. 

f  Pint.  Vit.  Pericl.  p.  34a.  vol.  i.  ed«  Bryan. 


Blest  be  the  charm,  that  sense  to  virtue  bthds» 

The  social  sympathy  'of  learned  minds,  251 

The  common  care,  the  universal  cause. 

And  all  that  piety  to  genius  draws, 

-    How  sweet  to  hear,  on  that  Parnassian  mount. 

Mild  waters  welling  from  the  favoured  fount ; 

Oh,  never  may  Castalia's  streams  divide 

From  Siloa's  brook,  and  Jordan's  hallowed  tide*- 

• «  * 

But 

.••II  •  ' 

4.to.  p.  loi.  abounding  with  learned,  pleasing,  ^d  cilirioiit 
information.  It  is  one  of  those  Works,  ivhich  not  being  adapted 
to  general  reading  should  be  patronised  and  porcliased  by  men 
of  fortune  and  education.  -   - 

I  beg  leave  W  the  same  reasons,  to  recommend  the  Ingenious 
mr,  Mauricb's  History  of  Hindostan  in  4to.  and  his  Indian 
Antiquities  in  8vo«  The  subject  is  indeed  in  the  region  of 
fancy  and  of  conjecture,  and  Mr.  M.'s  work  abounds  with 
both  ;  but  such  erudition,  ingenuity,  and  unremitting  diligence^ 
should  not  fail  of  an  honourable  reward.  Sint  UK  ttiam  sua 
praemiil  laudi.    (See  also  P.  of  L»  Dial.  IV.) 

{iiJ)  I  ready  with  the  greatest  concern,  the  following  pasiagf 

*  '  ■  '*  _  "  « 

in  the  yery  learned,  ingenious,  and  venti'able  Bishop  of  Worcea—- 
tcr's  Preface  to  the  quarto   edition  of  Warburton'i  Workt^ 
concerning  Dr.  Lowth,  one  of  the  greatest  men  whom  ourtiniei^' 
bave  produced.     Dr.  Hurd  says  ;  ^^'fiishop  Low th's reputation^ 
*<  as  a  writer,  was  raised  chieHy  on  his  Hebrew  Literature,  tm 
"  displayed  in  those  two  works,  hisLatinLectureson  the  HcbreTiT' 
^  poetry,  and  his  English  version  of  the  prophet  Isaiah.    Th^ 

.  ,  ^  former 
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Sut  harky  v^hat  solenin  strains  from  Amc/s  vales « 
breathe,  raptures  wafted  on  the  Tuscan  ^es !    afo 
Im.or£nzo  rears  again  his  awfiil  head^ 
And  feels  his  ancient  glorie:S  round  him  spread  ; 
The  Muses  starting  from  their  trance  revive^ 
And  at  their  Roscoe*s  bidding,  wakeand  live,  (e) 

Thb 

^  former  is  well  and  elegantly  composed,  but  in  a  vein  of  critt« 

**  citm  not  above  the  common ;  the  latter,  I  think,  is  chiefly 

^  valuable,  as  it  shews  how  li'tle  may  be  expected  from  Drw 

*^  Kennicott's  Work,  and  from  a  new  translation  of  the  Bible  for 

**  public  use."    Preface  to  Warburton's  Works,  ito.  edit.  p.  94. 

The  necessity  of  any  observation  from  me  is  precluded  by  a 

Very  able  Letter  to  Bishop  Hurd,  occasioned  by  his  Stricturct 

On  Archbishop  Seeker  and  Bishop  Lowth,  by  a  member  of  thie 

iJiiiversity  of  Oxford,  which  I  recommend  to  the  reader.  It  it 

doe  of  the  few  pamphlets  which  should  be  preserved. 

(e)  See  ^  The  Life  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  called  the  Magnt- 
^  ficent,  by  WiUiam  Roscoe,"  2  vol.  410.  1  cannot  bat  coi|« 
patulate  the  public  upoi^  this  great  and  importaiit  addition  to 
Classical  History,  which  1  regard  as  a  phaencmenon  in  Liicia« 
"(m-^  in  every  point  of  view. 

It  is  pleasant  to  consider  a  gentleman,  not  under  the  auspicea 

tdf  an  university,  or  beneath  the  shelter  of  academic  bowery 

l>ut  in  the  practice  of  the  law  and  businesb  of  great  extt^nt,  <tnd 

resident  in  the  remote  commercial  town  of  Liverpool,  (where- 

nothing  is  heard  of  but  Guinea  ships,  slaves,  blacks,  and  mer* 

chandise,)  investigating  and  describing  the  rise  and  progress  of 

f  veiy  polite  art  in  lut)/  «t  the  revivai  of  karoing  with  acuteness^ 
9  deptb« 
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Tuitr  Latiak  GBNirs  vindicates  his  state. 
And  proudly  hails  the  great  Triumvirate,  (/) 
Lords  of  the  lyre,  and  fathers  of  the  song^ 
In  Fancy's  order  as  they  pass  along. 
There  ipusing  deep  in  philosophic  groves^ 

His  Tuscan  Academe,  (g)  Lorenzo  roves  i       '%jo 

While 

depth,  and  precision ;  with  the  spirit  of  the  poet,  ud  tht 
lolidity  of  the  historian. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  not  terms  sufficient  to  express  mj 
admiration  of  his  genius  and  erudition,  or  my  gratitude  for  the 
amusement  and  information  I  have  received.  I  may  add,  that 
iie  maimer  in  which  Mr*  Roscoe  procured,  from  the  tibrarica  at 
Florence,  and  many  of  the  various  inedited  manusoriptt  with 
which  he  has  enriched  the  appendix  to  his  history,  was  aio* 
fuhrly  curious  $  not  from  a  Fellow  or  Traveller  of  the  Dilef* 
tanti,  but  from  a  commercial  man  in  the  intervals  of  hts  em- 
ployment. 

I  shall  not  viohrte  the  dignity  of  the  work  by  slight  objectiona 
to  some  modes  of  expression,  or  even  to  a  ftw  words,  or  to 
some  9CCMsenaI  sefttimewts  in  the  Historian  cf  a  Re^mhlie,  But  I 
recommend  it  to  our  country  as  a  work  of  unquestionable 
genius,  and  of  uncommon  merit.  It  adds  the  name  of  RoscoB 
to  the  very  first  rank  of  English  clas&ical  Historians, 

MuSAauM  SPONDET  CHOXUS|  CT  RoMAMVS  ApOtLO.*  (1796*) 

if)  DantCi  Boccacio,  and  Petrarch. 

{g)  See  Mr.  Roscoe*s  account  of  the  institution  of  tha 
Platonic  Academy  at  Florence,  and  the  Platonic  festival^  and 
Che  effects  of  iL    Vol.  i.  p.  160,  &c.&c. 

*  Sulpiciac  Sat.  v.  alt. 
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While  prophets  of  hb  great  reviving  name. 
From  isles  of  fn^rance  and  Athenian  fame. 
Sages  and  Bards  in  classic  pomp  appear ! 
Bessarion,  (A)  and  Philelpho's  (/)  form  severe; 
Marsilixis  (k)  roo'd  in  olive,  Plato's  priest ; 
(/)  Janus  with  treasures  from  the  learned  East ; 
And  He,  who  from  Eleusis  flaming  bore 
The  torch  of  science  to  his  native  shore, 

Fam*d 

{i)  Cardinal  Bessarion,  m  learned  and  eloquent  prehte, 
honoured  with  the  purple  by  Pope  Eugenius  the  4th  in  i439» 
For  the  most  ample  account  of  the  restoration  of  Gk*eek 
Ueeratnre  in  Italy,  the  reader  roust  consult  the  learned  Hodius 
deGnecis  lIIustribu8»Linguae  Gnecae  Literarumqae  humaniorum 
Instauratoribus*  which  may  easily  be  procured ;  and,  if  conve* 
nient,  Tiraboschi's  History,  which  is  voluminous.  Tiraboschi 
was  the  Librarian  at  Modena. 

(0  Phiielpho*  A  Professor  in  various  scienees  in  different 
parts  of  Italy,  who  introduced  many  curious  Greek  MSS.  into 
that  country ;  a  man  of  erudition,  but  turbulent  and  intractable 
in  his  temper.  **  Ingeninm  vagum.  multiplex,  volubile."  Sei{ 
also  the  Academie  des  Inscriptions,  tom  lo.  p.  691— 7j;i* 

(i)  Marsilius  Ficinus,  the  great  disciple  of  Plato,  whose 
fbctriues  exclusively  occupied  his  attention,  or  rather  devotiony 
tnd  which  appeared  in  all  his  conduct  and  conversation. 

(/)  Janus  Lascaris,  a  man  of  eloquence  and  politeness,  and 
of  imperial  descent*    H^  was  a  literary  missionary  of  Lorenzo, 

and 
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FamM  Chrysd6ras ;  {m)  and  Landlno  (n)  bold. 
In  studious  shades  high  converse  fona^d  to  hold ; 
Politian,  (««)  chief  of  all  th'  enlightened  race 
In  Lydian  softness,  and  Horatian  grace ;  282 

Mchael,  (o)  in  full  Pierian  pow'rs  erbct, 
Tbe  sculptor,  painter^  poet,  architect^ 

Michad 

and  bropght  with  him  from  the  east  a  treasure  of  two  hundred 
manuscripts.  See  also  H  dias  de  Grarcis  lUustribus,  p.  294. 
fer  several  curious  particulars.  / 

(m)  Emanuel  Chrysoloras,  stiled  by  his  contemporaries,  tht 
Fitriarch  of  Literature,  principally  the  Graeeian. 

(0)  Christophero  Landino,  a  Professor  of  Poetry  and  Rbe* 
tovic  in  Florence,  a  writer  of  spirit  and  depth  of  knowledge} 
luiii  author  of  a  work,  once  celebrated,  called  the  **  Disputationcf 
**  Camaldalenses,"  formed  on  a  plan  similar  to  the  Tuscolan 
disputations.  The  scene  is  suppoi^ed  to  be  a  monastery  in  the 
wood  of  Camaldoli.  The  account  of  it  by  Mr.  Rostoe  is  parti* 
calarly  pleasing  and  judicious.    Vol.  x.  p.  103,  &c, 

{mm)  See  Mr.  Roscoe's  account  of  that  finished  and  polite 
scholar  and  poet,  Angelo  Politiano.  It  were  an  injury  10 
abridge  it. 

(•)  Michael  Angelo  Buonarotti.  I  wish,  however,  to  rafer 
the  reader  again  to  Mr.  Ro^coe,  v.  2.  p.  20 1^  &C  whogirct 
animation  to  any  subject,  new  or  old  ;  for  I  know  no(  how  i| 
is,  but  as  it  seems  to  me^ 

HuiC  MuSiE  INDULGENT  OMNES,^  HUNG  POSCIT  APOLLQ.^ 

*  Vidie  Art.  Poet.  1. 1.  v,  3^7, 


Michael  to  Britain  dear,  so  Genius  spoke, . 
When  his  last  praise  from  parking  (/()Reynolds  broke ; 
And  all  whose  brows,  with  ivy  grac'd  or  bays, 
Brighten'd  their  Leo's  visioQiiikry  days. 
Names  which  I  long  have  blest^  nor  blest  in  vain ! 
Oh,  were  I  numbered  In  their  sacred  train,         290 
To  realms  of  purest  light,  where  heroes  dwell. 
Her  bolder  notes  the  willing  Muse  should  swell 

la 


(Jk)  In  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  final  address  to  the  Rojal 
Academy,  as  their  President,  he  concluded  an  able  panegyrie" 
on  that  mighty  master,  by  saying  that  the  last  word  he  wished 
lO|Mt>nounce  from  the  Chair  was,  *^  Michabl  Aiioblo**'  It 
was  a  word  heard  by  the  audience  with  the  deep  silence  of 
legret.  It  absolutely  repairs  ^me  to  talk  of  these  great  men : 
inch  it  the  power  of  departed  genius ! 

Far  pleasanter  to  me  is  the  language  of  commendation,  than 
the  tone  of  censurb.  I  wish  to  expatiate  freely,  when  1  can,  in 
the  groves  and  retreats  of  the  wise,  the  virtuous,  and  the  emi* 
nent,  with  philosophers,  and  statesmen,  and  poets,  and  historians^ 
and  orators  of  highest  fame.  I  love  the  regions  of  the  morningy 
^d  the  light  of  the  sun ; 

OiKM  xcu  %ofQi  ctcri,  xai  «vroXai  HsXioto.  {a) 
(a)  Horn.  Od«  L.  I  a.  v.  3. 
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THE  PREFACE 


TO    THE 


FOURTH  AND  LAST  DIALOGUE(«) 


or 
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rHE  PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


■  '       *  I  r     11         wiM^— — ^^^^ 


*OMBRA  SUA  TORNA  CH'sHA  DIPA&TITa!  DlAtC.    . 

**  Hear  his  sfieeci^  hut  say  ihu  mught*** 
•*  But  one  word  more;—** 
<*  He  will  M  he  commanded  P^  .  Macbeth^ 


"IlS  I  have  now  brought  my  Poem  to  the  conclusion 
hich  I  intended,  it  is  proper  andg  as  I  think,  respectful 
I  offer  some  considerations  to  the  public,  for  whose  use. 
was  written.  No  imitation  of  any  writer  or  of  any  peem 
as  proposed,  unless  the  adherence  to  the  principles  of 
ist  composition,  and  a  general  observation  of  the  finished 
odels  of  classical  literature^  be  considered  as  sudi.    In 

(a)  Fiut  printed  in  Jxltf  1 797^ 


L  «44  3 
l^e  t^reface  to  the  First  Dialogue  I  said,  what  I  now  repeat^ 
that  I  would^not  have  printed  it,  but  from  a  full  con« 
viction  of  it*8  tendency  to  promote  the  public  welfare* 
My  particular  ideas  on  the  nature  and  subject  of  Satire 
I  expressed  clearly  and  fully  in  the  Preface  to  the  Second 
Dialoguci  and  «nder  the  influence  and  impression  of  those 
sentiments  I  wrote  the  worki  1  have  since  enlarged  on  that 
subject  in  the  Introductory  Letter  to  this  Poem.  In  my 
Preface  to  the  Third  Dialogue,  feeling  the  importance 
of  my  subject   in  it's  various  branches,   I  asserted   that, 

••  Literature,  weli  or  ill  conducted^  is  the  great 
••  ENGINE  by  which  all  civilized  States  muit 
••  ultimately  be  supported  or  overthrown.** 

I  am  riow  more  and  more  deeply  iitipressed  with  this 
tiuih^  if  we  consider  the  nature,  variety,  and  extent  of 
the  word  Literature* 

We  are  no  longer  in  an  age  of  ignorance ;  and  informa- 
tion is  not  partially  distributed  according  to  the  ranks,  and 
orders,  and  functions,  and  dignities  of  social  life.  All 
learning  has  an  index,  and  every  science  it's  abridgment.  I 
am  scarcely  able  to  name  any  man  whom  I  consider  as 
wholly  ignorant.  We  no  longer  look  exclufively  for  learned 
authors  in  the  usual  place,  in  the  retreats  of  academic 
erudition,  and  in  the  seats  of  religion.  Our  peasantry  now 
read  the  Rights  oj  Man  on  mountains,  and  moors,  and 
by  the  way  side ;  and  shepherds  make  the  analogy  between 
their  occupation  and  that  of  their  governors.  Happy  indeed* 
had  they  been  taught  to  make  no  other  comparison.  Ouv 
unsexed  female  writers  now  instruct,,  or  confuse,  us  and 
themselves  in  the  labyrinth  of  poUlics^  or  turn  us  wild  with 

frenzy. 

$  Bui 


I    «4S    ] 

But  ^here  Is  one  pu])licatk)n  of  the  time  to6  p^culitrv 
and  too  important  to  be  passed  over  in  a  general  repreben« 
«ion.  There  is  nothing  with  which  it  may  be  compared* 
A  legislator  in  our  own  parliament,  a  member  of.tte 
House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  an  elected  guardian 
and  defender  of  the  laws,  the  religion,  and  the  good  man* 
ners  of  the  country,  has  neither  scrupled  nor  blushed  to 
depict,  and  to  publish  to  the  world,  the  arts  of  lewd  and 
systematic  seduction,  and  to  thrust  upon  the  nation  the 
most  open  and  unqualified  blasphemy  against  the  very  code 
and  volume  of  our  religion.  And  all  this,  with  his  name, 
style,  and  title,  prefixed  to  the  novel  or  romance  called 
••  The  Monk."  {i)    And  one  of  our  public  theatres  has 

allure^ 


(i)  <*  The  Monk,  a  Romance  in  three  volumes  by  M.  Lbwis, 
^  Esq.  M.  P.''  printed  for  Bell,  Oxford-street.  At  first  I 
thought  that  the  name  and  title  of  the  author  were  ficdtioui, 
and  some  of  the  public  papers  hinted  it.  But  I  have  been  so* 
lemnly  and  repeatedly  assured  by  the  Bookseller  himself,  that  it 
is  the  writing  and  publication  of  M.  Lewis,  Esq,  Member  of 
Parliament.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  point  out  Chap.  7.  of 
Vol.  2.  As  a  compositton,  the  work  would  have  been  better,  if 
the  offensive  and  scandalous  passages  had  been  omitted,  and  it  is 
disgraced  by  a  diablerie  and  nonsense  fitted  only  (o  frighten 
children  in  the  nursery. 

I  believe  this  Seventh  Chaptek  of  Vol.  3,  is  Indictable  at 
Common  Law.  Edmund  Curl  in  the  first  year  of  George  IL  was 
prosecuted  by  the  Attorney  General  (Sir  Philip  Yorke,  after- 
wards Lord  Hardwicke)  for  printing  two  obscene  books.  The 
[  Attorney  General  set  forth  the  several  obscene  passages,  and  con- 
cluded, that  **  it  was  an  offence  against  the  King's  peace/'    The 

0^3  dtttt&iBX. 
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aOared  (be  public  attention  still  more  to  this  novel,  by  i 

m 


scenic 


defendant  was  found  guilty  and  set  in  the  pillory.  See  Str.  788. 
1  Baraardist.  29.  The  indictment  (in  Mich.  Term,  i  G.  II.) 
fcenas  thus :  *'  Edmund  Carl,  Existens  homo  iniquns  et  scelera* 
^^  tns,  nequiter.  machinans  et  intendens  bonos  mores  aubditomm 
^  hojys  regni  corrampere,  et  eos  ad  nequitiam  indqcere,  qoendam 
^  obscacnum  libellum  intitolat.'*  &c.  ^c.*^ee  Sir  John  Stnmge'i 
Kep.  p.  777*  ed.  1 78a.  In  two  or  three  days  after  the  point  had 
been  solemnly  argued,  and  the  judges  had  given  their  respecdve 
•pinionS|Sir  J.  Strange  observes,  **  They  gave  it  as  their  mnamwmi 
^  cfimoMf  ibtLtfbis  was  a  temporal  effence^^  And  they  declared  als9 
that  if  .the  famous  case  of  the  Queen  against  Read  (6  Ann.  in 
B.  R.)  was  to  be  adjudged  {by  them)  they  should  role  it  •tbemsnsei 
u  e.  contrary  to  Lord  Ch.  J.  Holt's  opinion.  The  Judges  were  Sir 
Kobert  (afterwards  Lord)  Raymond,  Fortescue,  Reynolds,  and 
f  robyn.  We  knew  the  proceedings  against  the  book,  entitled 
••  Memoirs  of  a  Woman  of  Pleasure/*  by  John  Cleland« 

To  the  passages  of  obscenity,  (which  certainly  I  shall  not 
copy  in  thb  place)  Mr.  Lewis  has  added  blasphemy  against 
TBB  Scriptures;  (/*  the  following  passage  may  be  considered 
as  such.  **  He  (the  Monk)  examined  the  book  which  she 
*'  (Antonia)  had  been  reading,  and  had  now  placed  upon  the 
*<  table.  //  'Was  the  Bi^le.  *  How/  said  the  Prior  to  him« 
«*  self,  <  Antonia  read$  the  Bible,  and  is  still  so  ignorant? 
**  But  upon  further  inspection,  he  found  that  Elvira  (th^  mother 
•«  of  Antonia)  had  made  exactly  the  same  remark.  Thzi prudewi 
•«  mother,  while  she  admired  the  beauties  of  the  Sacred 
•«  WRITINGS,  was  convinced,  ihzl  unrestricted^  99  reaMmg  m§r$ 
•«  imfrofir  could  he  permitted  a  jQuug  nueman.  Ma  ny  of  the  narra^ 
•«  tives  can  only  tend  to  excite  ideas  the  worst  calculated /or  M 
•*  female  breast ;  tytty  thing  is  called  roundly  and  plainly  by 

;•  it's  ourn  names  and  Tue  ankals  of  a  brothbl  wovlo 

^^  SCARCXLV 
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^rejoic  representation  of  an  Episode  in  it.    <<  O  Proceret 

Censore 

'*  SCARCELY  FURNISH  A  6REATIR  CHOICE  OF  INDECENT  £X« 

^  PRR8  signs!!  Yet  this  b  the  book  which  yoang  women  are 
'*  recommended  to  study,  which  is  pat  into  the  hands  of  chil- 
**  dren,  able  to  comprehend  little  more  than  those  passages  sf 
**  mfbich  they  had  httUr  remain  igMorantf  and  'which  hut  too  /r#- 
*•  frnmlj  INCULCATE  the  first  rudiments  office,  ansi  gintt  the  first 
**  mlmrm  to  tht  still  sletfing  passiws.  Of  this  Elvira  was  so  full/ 
^  convinced,  that  she  would  have  frefsmd  putting  into  her 
**  daaghter*s  hands  Amadis  de  Gaul,  or  the  Valiant  Champion 
**  Tirante  the  White  ;  and  mismU  scontr  havi  authorised  her  stadjf 
^  tug  the  le'wd  exploits  of 'Don  Galaor,  er  the  lasciwous  jokes  of  the 
'*  Damzel  Plazer  de  mi  vida."  (p.  247,  248.)  *  &c.  I  state 
only  what  is  printed ;  it  is  for  others  to  read  it  and  to  judge. 
The  falshood  of  this  passage  is  not  more  gross  than  it's  impiety. 

In  the  case  of  Thomas  WooIston»  in  the  ad  of  George  IL 
for  blasphemous  discourses  against  our  Saviour's  miracles ;  when 
arrest  of  judgment  was  moved ;  Lord  Raymond  and  the  whole 
Conrt  declared  they  would  not  suflPer  it  to  be  debated,  'whether 
to  write  against  Christianity  rVr  ^#ff^«/^not.  concerning  contro* 
verted  points  between  the  learned,  bat  in  general)  was  not  an 
offence  punishable  in  the  temporal  Courts  of  Common  Law* 
Woolsron  was  imprisoned  one  year,  and  entered  into  a  large 
recognizance  for  his  good  behaviour  during  life.  Sir  Philip 
Torke,  afterwards  Lord  HardwickC|  was  Attorney  General  at 

thfi 

-»  I  refer  to  the  third  edition  of  The  Monk ;  fbr  it  must  never 
fce  forgotten,  that  three  editions  of  this  novel  have  been  cjrca« 
lated  through  the  kingdom,  without  any  alteration  whatsoever, 
^htch  fear  or,  as  I  hope,  a  better  principle  has  induced  Mr.  Lewis 
to  make»  since  this  denunciation  was  fim  published.    (1798.} 
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Ccascre  opus  est,  an  Haruspice  nobis?*"    I  consider  l}u% 
ai-a  9eW  species  of  legislative  or  sute-parricide* 

What  is  it  to  the  kingdom  at  large,  or  what  is  it  to  all 
those  whose  office  it  is  to  maintain  truth,  and  to  instruct  tba 
rising  abilities  and  hope  of  England,  that  the  author  oE 
The  Mokk  is  a  very  young  man?  That  forsooth  he  is  a 
man  of  genius  and  fancy?  So  much  the  worse.  That 
riiere  are  very  poetical  descriptions  of  castles  and  abbies  in 
this  novel  ?  So  much  the  wone  again,  the  novel  is  more 
alluring  on  that  account.     Is  this  a  time  to  poison  the 

waters 


the  time:  The  case  of  the  King  against  Annet,  when  thi 
Hon.  Charles  Yorke  was  Attorney  General,  (3d  of  Geo*  IlL) 
for  a  blasphemous  book  entitled  '*  The  Free  Inquirer,  tauBmg^ 
^  among  other  points,  to  ridUuU^  traduce^  and  discredit  the  HoLT 
*^  Scriptures,  is  well  known  to  the  profession.'*  The  pnnisb* 
ment  was  uncommonly  sei^re. 

Whether  the  passages,  which  I  have  cited  in  a  pepuhu^ 
novel,  have  not  a  tendency  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  the  people*  and 
of  the  younger  onsucpecting  part  of  the  female  sex,  by  traimdng 
end  discrediting  the  Holt  Scriptures,  is  a  matter  of  pablio 
consideration.  **  fbit  ho9k  goes  all  run  the  khgdemi^  are  the 
words  of  Judge  Reynolds,  in  the  case  of  E.  Curl.  What  Mr« 
Lewis  has  printed  publicly  nvitk  his  name^  that  I  state  publicly  to 
the  British  Nation*  Few  will  dissent  from  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Raymond  and  the  Court,  in  the  case  of  Curl  above  stated,  as 
reported  by  Strange  and  Barnardiston  to  this  effect;  *'  Religion 
^*  is  fart  of  the  common  law^  and  therefore  ivJbatever  is  an  offence 
*^  against  that,  is  an  offence  a^^uW  the  Commok  Law,"  Witi\ 
this  ofiniotif  I  conclude  the  note,    ( 1 797.) 

*  Jttv.  Sat.  a. 


waters  oF  our  land  in  their  springs  and  foantains?  Are  ire 
to  add  incitement  to  incitement,  and  corruption  to  cor*- 
ruption,  till  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  a  return  to  vir* 
taoos  action  and  to  regulated  life?  Who  knows  the  age  of 
this  author?  I  presume  very  few.  Who  does  not  know^ 
that  he  is  a  Member  of  Parliament  ?  He  has  told  us  all  so 
Imnself. 

I  pretend  not  to  know,  (Sir  John  Scott  knows,  and  praCi* 

tises  too,  whatever  is  honourable,  and  virtuous,  and  dignified 

in  learning  and  professional  ability)  I  pretend  not,  I  say,  to 

knoi^,  whether  this  be  an  object  of  parliamentary  animad« 

version.     But  we  can  feel  that  it  is  an  object  of  moral  and  of 

national  reprehension,  when  a  Senator  openly  and  daringly 

violates  his  first  duty  [d)  to  his  country.     There  are  wounds, 

sod  obstructions,  and  diseases  in  the  political,   as  well  as  in 

the  natural,  body,  for  which  the  removal  of  the  part  affected 

is  alone  e£Ecacious.    At  an  hour  like  this,  are  we  to  stand  in 

consultation  on  the  remedy,  when  not  only  the  disease  is 

ascertained,  but  thq  very  stage  of  the  disease,  and  its  specie 

fie  symptoms  ?     Are  we  to  spare  the  sharpest  instruments 

of  authority  and  of  censure,  when  public  establishments  are 

gangrened  in  the  life*organs  ? 

I  fear. 


(d)  All  members  of  the  legislatare,  Peers  or  Compionera, 
should  join  in. sentiment,  and  in  character,  with  the  Athenian 
orator,  and  be  considered  as  speaking  to  their  country  in  these 
words;  ••  H/xstr,  «{  Upa  koci  r»(poi  Trpcryovcuv  imapxwsi'v  gy  th 
**  ITar^Ji,  xai  Siar^iCoi,  xai  auyriBsiai  f^ed'  vf/My  BXivOeqoi^  xai 
*'  yaiAM   xatra   mq  vo^nr,   xat  xyiie(rra>if  xoi  texvo^,  az^ioi  r^s 

••  iifA'npxs  sritTTEfl^c-  *T^.    iEschin:   ^rsfi   ITap«^feo^f6*«y«** 

Sect,  s  u 


'  I  for,  if  oar  legislators  are  wholly  regardtest  of  suck 
writings,  and  of  such  principles,  among  their  §iim  mewtiers^ 
it  may  be  said  to  them,  as  the  Roman  Satirist  said  to  the 
patricians  of  the  empire,  for  offences  slight  indeed^  whm 
compared  to  these; 

••  At  vos  Trojugenac  vobis  ignoscitis,   et  qn» 

^  Turpia  cerdoni  Volesos  Brutosque  decebunt.  («) 

There  is  surely  something  peculiar  in  these  days;  some« 
Aing  wholly  unknown  to  our  ancestors.    But  men,  how« 
ever  dignified   in   their  political   station,    or  gifted  wiCb 
genius  and  fortune,  and  accomplishments,  may  at  least 
Viade  ashamed,    or  alarmed,  or  convicted  before  the 
bunal  of   public    opinion.     Before  that   tribunal,  and     '^ 
the   law  of  reputation,    and  every  binding  and 
sanction  by  which  that  law  is  enforced,  is  Mr.  Lewis 
ix3f  called  to  answer. 

I  would  also,  in  this  place,  select  a  work  by  a  Ronm-^t 
Catholic   Divine,  for   that  animadversion  it   so   solemixiy 
demands.     I  mean  the  Preface  to  the  Second  volume    d 
Dk.  Geddes's  Translation  of  the  Bible.     I  really  would 
not  trust  myself  to  criticise  the  Translation  itself,  after  f 
had  read  the  fifth  Chapter  of  Judges,  v.  30.  where  for  the 
words,   "  To  every  man  a  damsel  or  two,"     Dr.  Geddcs 
/r^mj/a/f/,  by  way  of  a  spirited  and  inviting  improvement, 
•*  A  Girl,   A  COUPLE  or  girls,  to  each  brave  man!'*    I 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Doctor's  Bravery; 
but   I   intend  to  make  a  few  observations   on    the  Pre^ 
face    alone,    which    is    very   extraordinary     indeed,    and 
\y  xu>  means  in    the   spirit  which  the    sacred   writings 

recomokend^ 
(/)  Jnv.  Sat.  8.  v.  i8u 
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Tiend.  I  am  always  pleased  with  every  serious  attempt 
cidate  the  Scriptures,  and  am  as  ready  as  any  man 
lowledge  the  merit  and  learning  of  an  industrious  and 
Dus  scholar.  But  though  I  differ  essentially  from 
eddfcs,  I  am  sure  I  shall  never  call  him  *•  apostate^ 
lei,  or  heretic"  in  general  terms,  as  he  knows  some 
s  will  do ;  [/)  but  I  may  oppose  an  opinion  to  aa 
n. 

Cause  in  which  he  is  engaged  is  not  a  trifling  cau$e, 
it,  as  we  are  sometimes  told,  an  object  of  mere  classical 
m.  I  think  there  is  an  unbecoming  levity  in  the 
r's  manner  more  frequently  than  I  could  wish,  and 
presses  his  sentiments  in  language  not  easily  under* 
It  all  times,  nor  according  to  the  genius  and  common 
lar  of  the  English  tongue.  But  his  meaning  and 
n  is,  that  '*  the  Historical  Books  of  the  Old  Testa- 
it  were  not  divinely  inspired."  He  tells  us  (p.  12.J  of 
sirtial  and  putative  inspiration,"  and  that  the  writers 
3t  •*  a  perpetual  and  unerring  sujfflation.^*  I  do  not 
inderstand  the  terms,  as  they  are  too  sublime  for  a 
Englishman,  but  I  suppose  they  are  very  fine,  and  I 
e  their  meaning  from  other  sentences  in  the  Preface* 
!s  (p.  3.),  that  •*  The  Hebrew  Historians  wrote  them 
I  such  human  documents  as  they  could  find,  popular 
itions,  old  songs ^  and  public  registers.''  Singular 
als  truly  for  divine  inspiration!  But  he  says  also, 
[^ture  (and  it  is  indeed  venturing  a  great  deal)  I  venture 
J  it  down  as  a  certain  truths  that  there  is  no  intrinsic 
cncc  of  the  Jewish  Historians  being  divinely  inspired; 
there  is  nothing  in  the  style,  or  arrangement,  in  the 
le  colour  or  complexion  of  their  composition$,  that 

V  ipeakt 
(f)  ?tcUec,  p.4«  I 
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^  speaks  the  guidance  of  an  unerring  spirit,  but  that  ph  ti 
•*  contrary^  every  thing  proclaims  the  faUible  and  failin 
'*  writer."  (p.  5.)  Dr.  G.  declares  also,  •*  After  readin 
^^  the  Hebrew  writings,  and  finding  io  his  full  coninctio 
**  $0  many  intrinsic  marks  of  fallibility,  errors,  an 
**  inconsistency,  not  to  say  downright  absurdity^**  (p.  n 
he  could  not  believe  their  inspiration,  even  if  he  wei 
taught  it  by  an  angel. 

I  have  thus  introduced  the  reader  to  the  Doctor's  mo 
explicit  opinion;  but  I  will  also  present  him  with  h 
solemn  affirmation,  and  he  will  easily  decide  on  the  pn 
priety,  the  reasoning,  and  the  consistency  of  it,  "  Ivali 
•*  them  not  the  less  (says  Dr.  Geddes)  becaufe  I  deem  the 
^  not  divinely  inspired.**  (P.  12.)  If  a  man  can  serious! 
assert,  that  the  Scriptures  inspired  by  God  (upon  th 
supposition  being  granted)  are  not  more  valuable  than  it 
productions  of  a  mere  fallible  wretched  creature  like  ma\ 
in  hi$  best  estate,  I  really  could  not  lose  my  time  in  argt 
ment  with  that  man  however  learned,  or  however  giftei 
He  has  degraded  himself  from  that  cank  of  literature  an 
of  sound  understanding,  which  gives  him  a  title  to  t 
answered.  Dr.  Geddes,  as  a  scholar,  should  re-consid< 
his  character,  and  as  a  professed  Christian,  he  should  n 
examine  his  principles.  J  cannot  discuss  the  doctrine  < 
inspiration  in  this  place;  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
should.  But  the  tendency  of  all  the  proceedings  of  01 
scholars  and  guides  in  literature,  and  in  the  state,  an 
in  religion,  should  be  carefully  watched.  The  open  bias 
phemy  and  low  scurrility  of  Thomas  Paine  has  been  S( 
aside  by  Just  argument,  and  the  law  of  the  land  has  arme 

itseJ 
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against  it's  effect  in  society«(a)  Mr.  L£wis»  Member 
urliamenty  has  attacked  the  Bible,  as  I  have  juM  shewiu 
other  and.in  a  shorter  manner,!^)  BLASPHEMO'U&as 
s  it  goes,  and  tending  to  discretlk  and  traduce  ks  ao* 
y.  And  la&t  Dr.  Gf.dd£$»  a  Translator  of  the  Blble^ 
d  in  the  original  language  aad  in  the  Hebrew  criticisTni 
ow  begun  hts  attack  also  on  tiie  historical  parts,  wliich, 
J  are  not  part  of  the  tffi^zroi  writings,  are  not  intitled 
!  name  of  sacred  Scriptures.  It  i&  difficult  to  sajr,  whero 

attacks  will  end. 

le  times  indeed  are  so  precarious^  and  revolt  from  all 
)rity  human  and  divine  so  frequent,  that  the  magistrate^ 
atirist,  and  the  critic  have  an  united  office. 

'  the  historical  parts  of  the  Bible  are  given  up,  another 
will  arise  and  object  to  the  poetical  parts.  These  will 
lowed  to  have  sublimity  and  dignity;  but  it  will  be 
1.;  IVhy  should  they  be  considered  as  in j^/r^^?  AH 
y,  we  shall  be  told,  is  in  some  sense  inspired ;  Homer 
iEschylus  and  Shakspeare,  and  why  not  the  Hebrevr 
J  ?  The  moral  portion  of  the  Scriptures  is  evidently 
^S  wisdom  and  of  the  soundest  sense,  and  I  suppose 

we 

I  I  am  glad  to  bear  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  Mr. 
ine^s  eloquent  declamation  in  the  court  of  K.  B.  in  the  cause, 
ewton,  Boyle,  Locke,  and  other  great  men,  the  defenders 
tiristianity.— But  my  genera!  opinion  of  Mr.  Erskine's  talent 
Titing  and  public  politicai  speaking  is  very  different.  Weit« 
ter  Hall  is  his  theatre.  We  might  almost  say :  Tanquam  in 
num  aliquod  detrudt  it  comfingt  H/Uetur*  (See  a  futare  note 
lis  Poem,  Dial.  4.) 

{b)  In  \\  The  Monk,  a  Romance."    Sec  above. 
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we  shall  soon  hear  it  may  be  ike  wort  of  a  pkitosopket^  wbH 
that  morality  is  not  matter  of  inspiration.  A  fourth  writttf 
may  first  insinuate  with  great  respect ^  and  then  prove  thtf 
M  prophecy  is  ambiguous;  and  that  the  prophecies  in  the 
Bible  may  be  conjectural,  and  therefore  no  reliance  can  be 
had  on  their  inspiration.  Lastly  we  may  be  loosely  andio* 
discriminately  told,  that  the  doctrinal  parts  are  so  mudi 
above,  as  well  as  contrary  (c)  to,  human  reafon,  that  tbqf 
could  not  come  Jrom  God. 

Thus  might  the  whole  fabric  vanish  into  air,  into  thm 

'  mir :   or  to  reverse  Mr.  Gibbon*s  phrase,  thus  might  ••  the 

**  triumphant  banner    of   the  heathen  Capitol  be  again 

"  erected 


(c)  As  the  subject  is  so  important,  and  words  are  so  (rtquently 
misapplied  or  misapprehended,  it  is  always  of  use  to  remember 
the  words  Faith  and  Rioson^  as  contradistingaished  to  each 
cither.  Mr.  Locke  has  defined  them  with  a  clearness  and  « 
precision  which  can  never  be  exceeded,  and  which  should  never 
be  forgotten,  in  thought  or  in  conversation.  *<  Reason,  a» 
**  contradistinguished  to  Faitb^  I  take  to  be  the  discovery  of 
^  the  certainty  or  probability  of  such  propositions  or  truths, 
^  which  the  mind  arrives  at  by  deductions  made  from  such  idcas> 
'*  which  it  has  got  by  the  use  of  it*s  natural  faculties^  namely, 
**  by  sensation  or  ieflection.-*-FAiTH,  on  the  other  side,  is  the 
'*  assent  to  any  proposition  not  thus  made  out  by  the  didmctimi 
*<  ofreason^  but  upon  the  credit  of  the  proposer,  as  coming  frooa 
**  God,  in  K>me  extraordinary  way  of  communication.  Thi^ 
•*  way  of  discovering  truths  to  men  we  call  Revelatiw*^  Locke  V 
Essay  on  the  H.  U.  B.  4.  C.  i8.  An  attention  to  this  accural 
definition  would  prevent  all  confusion,  and  oftentimes  very  \ 
or  profane  jargon,  in  conversation.  Mr  Lodu^'s  ^iSt/#  cbapt 
jj^n  this  subject  should  be  generally  studied. 


C    »55    3 

^  erected  on  the  ruins  of  the  Church  of  Christ."    StiU 

^we  are  to  sit  silent,  still  we  ^re  to  hear  with  patience 

cbe  outrageous  presumption  of  man  before  his  merciful 

Creator!  while  ••  The  World  and  it's  adorable  Author, 

liis  attributes   and    essense,    his   power,   and  rights,  and 

duty  (I  tremble  to  pronounce  the  word)  be  all  brought 

together  to   be   judged — before    us."(rf)    We  are    to 

assemble  in  the  Temple  with  all  our  princes,  and  lords,  and 

potentates,  and  venerable  orders,  and  our  high  officers,  in 

all.  the  gradations  and  dignities  of  our  state  and  hierarchy^ 

till  some  Champion  of  anarchy  and  infidelity  be  broughl 

forth,  as  in  sport,  and  placed  between  the  pillars.    He  may 

^w  himself  with  all  his  might,  but  his  strength,  I  trusty 

wiU 


{d)  Dr^^Ogden's  Sermons,  in  Dr.  Hallifax's  edit.  vol.  i.  p.  %^ 
7here  was  something  pecaliarly  amiable  in  the  kind  and  disior 
terested  office  which  the  late  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  Dr.  Hallipat^ 
iiodertook  in  the  vindication  of  the  memory  and  writings  ofi 
two  great  men  (quales  et  quantos  viros!)  Bishop  Butler  and  Dr» 
Ogden.  It  will  be  an  eternal  honour  to  that  very  acute,  learned^ 
and  most  judicious  prelate.  Cicero  shall  speak  for  this  prelate ;  for 
ao  man  once  better  uadentood  the  strength  and  application  of 
his  language  than  Dr.  Hallifax,  when  he  filled  the  professorial 
f hair  of  Civil  Law,  as  the  Ulpian  of  his  day,  in  the  University 
pf  Cambridge.  **  Idoneus  mea  quidem  sententia,  prxsertim 
^  qnum  et  Ipse  Emm  atuUverit  et  scrsiat  dt  mortuo ;  ex  qao  nulU 
^  siispkio  est  amicitiae  causi  eum  esse  fflenticnm.''(ii)  What 
isach  a  writer  as  Dr.  Hallifax  has  told,  who  would  tell  again  ^ 
9  only  speak  in  honour  to  the  memory  of  a  Scholar,  whose 
mtjxkt^  ajid  high  attainments   in  science,   should  be  recorded* 

(4]  Cic»  dc  Clar.  Orat.  Sect.  1;. 
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will  not  be  from  Aove ;  he  will  "  feet  tht  riatarc  of  ib0 
••  pillari  whereupon  the  house   standeth  P*    1  speak  thiJ  itM 
general ;   for  I  hope  there  is  no  necessity  to  apply  it  iC^ 
Dr.  Geddes,  or  to  any  such  scholar* 

it  is  not  now  for  the  first  time  that  the  Canon,  and  \hi 
Inspiration,  and  the  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures  have  bees 
examined:  and  even  their  internal  evidence  has  often taughc 
a  different  lesson.  I  caanot  help  offering  one  suggestioOf 
as  it  i»  new  to  me.  If  there  is  a  subject  in  the  Bible  which 
has  been  particularly  singled  out  for  profane  ridicule,  it 
is  that  of  Jonah  being  swallowed  up  in  the  whale's  belly 
three  days  and  three  nights.  Yet  as  if  to  confound  human 
wisdom,  or  sagacity^  or  vanity,  and  as  an  eternal  lesson 
to  human  presumption  on  the  fitness  and  unfitness  of 
the  subjects  of  inspiration.  The  Saviour  OF  THE 
World  thought  proper  to  choose  and  to  appropriate 
this  event  to  himself  (^).  ••  yfi  Jonah  was  three  days 
**  and  tliree  nights  in  the  whale's  belly,  so  shall  the  Son 
**  OF  Man  be  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  heart 
"  of  the  earth !"(/) 

I  solemnly  protest,  I  have  no  other  object  in  view  in 
whatever  I  have  written,  but  the  good  of  man  in  all  his 

best 

<—^— ■  ■  III.       I  I  ■      .  ■        ,        ,  .^p— 

(#)  Syj/Xciov  \ma,  rs  FIpo^^iTH !  are  the  very  words  of  Chriif# 
Can  words  t>e  more  explicit  ?  Yet  a  German  professor,  J.  0« 
^ichhorn,  the  successor  of  the  great  Michaelis,  thinks  it  juiiifii 
able  to  expel  the  prophetic  book  of  Jonah  from  the  yttutit 
canoD  of  the  Scripture,  See  his  German  Introd^ctioa  to  tb^ 
Old  Testament.  ~^ 

{/)  St.  Matt.  c.  iz.  V.  40^ 
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\eU  interests,  complicated  as  they  are,  at  this  awful  and 
preftsing  hour.  More  is  yet  in  our  power  than  we  majr 
even  imagine;  but  all  the  orders  of  the  state  must  unite 
vigorously  and  powerfully  in  their  specific  functions  to 
preserve  it.  The  priests  and  ministers  of  the  Lord 
must  also  stand  between  the  porch  and  the  altar,  aad 
«xert  themselves  **  before  their  eyes  begin  to  wax  dim  that 
they  may  not  see,  and  ere  the  lamp  of  God  goeth  out  in 
the  temple  of  the  Lord,  where  the  Ark  or  Goo^ 
WAS  !••(*} 

'  We  have  reason  not  only  to  apprehend  the  violation  and 
invasion  of  our  public  sacred  establishments,  by  our 
mvowed  enemies,  but  we  must  guard  against  negligence  and 
desertion  in  the  very  posts,  where  watchfulness  and  resi^ 
dence  are  more  than  ever  required,  I  hope  we  shall  see  no 
new  experiments  in  the  Hierarchy  of  England.  Little  it 
to  be  expected,  at  a  period  like  the  present,  from  the  ^Mit//, 
without  the  vigour  and  spirit  of  holiness.  An  Archbishop 
or  a  Bishop  in  these  days,  (I  speak  generally  without  any 
particular  reference)  should  do  something  more  than  shake 
the  honours  of  his  head.  In  times  like  these,  must  no* 
thing  but  the  damps  of  oblivion,  from  the  brow  of  a  metro* 
politan,  be  shed  largely  on  the  provincial  dulness  ?  I  think 
iiot«  We  should  see  high  exertions  of  the  mind  in  high 
and  hallowed  places.  Where  learning,  influence,  discrttion^ 
and  authority  are  united,  and  in  action,  much  may  yet  be 
accomplished. 

'  In  the  licentiousness  of  the  age,  the  lowest  Minister  of 
die  Church  has  much  to  discharge.    There  is  encourage* 

R  meo; 

(^)  Sam.  b.  I.  c.  }•  v.  }. 


IMnt  to  do  so« '  I  think  there  i^  still  a  general  dispoiitioil 
among  us,  to  as  tend  to  th;-  v/ord.%  ti\e  v^ri'ings,  and  tbti. 
example*  cf  t*.»n<ei'.* ''-ii>,  iM-<"  ^ao'-:  ■."'•  '  u'tei  Divines^ 
who  are  ir  'j  ,.oour  tihI  a  .^n  )n'>  t  !,♦  .;  -tntry.     Thcie 

IS  a'>o,   t»:>  M'V  re  sluMi' <  "k  r:v.    r  .r=;  ,'»r,  an  honest 

ind»gnat.on    {.>zjln&?    all    i'    ;t     vr!;o    /  violate,  or 

prostitute  the  groa  office.  SwreJy  thc*e  iS  ^  o  asperity  iit 
observing  generally^  that  trifling  amusements,  improper 
places,  light  and  frivolous  rearling,  continjal  field-sports^ 
tnd  the  perpetual  dissipation  of  high- viced  cities,  are  not 
the  immediate  business  of  a  Clergyman  :  they  absolutely 
tinfit  him  for  bis  profession* 

Say,  if  su^h  honours  bloom  around  his  h6ad'» 
Shall  be  sit  sadly  by  the  sick  man*s  bed 
To  raise  the  hope  he  feels  not,  and  with  zeal 
To  combat  fears,  which  e'en  the  pious  feel  ? 

If  we  proceed  to  the  supreme  dignities  of  the  Hierarchy,' 
we  shall  find  there  is  much  of  duty  in  the  sacred  office. 
Augustine  said  long  ago,  [a)  **  Episcopatus  non  est  arti« 
^*  ficium  transigendae  vitac."  I  remember  once  when  I 
pointed  out  a  sentence  on  a  similar  subject  from  Eusebint 
to  A  MAN,  who  is  now  an  honour  to  a  most  important 
ftmction,  his  heart  seemed  to  bum  within  him.  I  was  not 
surprised.  To  men  of  high  and  consecrated  intellects,  who 
are  capable  of  receiving  the  sublimity  of  the  doctrine,  it 
tnust  appear  second  to  none  they  ever  read  or  felt,  for 
its  hallowed  dignity  and  the  splendour  of  the  diction.  To 
•uch  I  again  present  it.  [b)  .  Much  may  be  yet  cficcted  hf 

tke. 

(«)  AugustiB.  £{>iYt.  jt. 


At  tacred  Consistory  for  the  public  good,  tlirough  each 
gradation  of  the  Ministry^  / 

I  am  indeed  earnest  and  vehement  in  my  desire  and 
endeavour,  that  all  persons  of  literature  and  good  sense, 
and  lovers  of  their  country,  should  be  convinced  to  what 
end  we  may  at  last  be  conducted,  if  we  are  not  aware  of  our 
danger.  When  I  consider  the  fuliirt  condition  of  Europe 
under  the  revolutionary  tyranny  of  France,  in  principles, 
morals,  and  government,  I  muse  upon  the  awful  strain  o£ 
the  Florentine  poet : 

Si  trapassammo  per  sozza  mistura 

Dell  'ombre  e  della  pioggia,  a  passi  lenti^ 

Toccando  un  poco  la  vitafutura !  U) 

The  objects  of  public  regret  and  offence  are  n^if 
10  numerous  and  so  complicated,  that  all  the  milder 
offices  of  the  Muse  have  lost  their  influence  and 
attraction*     It  is  indeed  unfortunate  that  scarce  a  subject 

in 


*'  SK  spavoTf  yi^rvrnfrfyLinoi^  hut  rms  ©eoi,  rolt  rtmit  vavrMt  i^pmn 
**  Ciov'  iirsf  m  Trams  yiySs  Ispo^/xevoi  rej  ciri  varrcffv  @sa;,  4i/x^^ 
*'  JjaOecei  xexadocp/xEVtis',  op6ois  ioyfAOKriv  oKri^Hf  ct/JsCf lar,  km  roif 
••  jcar'  apemv  epyoi;  re  Kai  \oyoiSi  his  ro  0giov  e^iXEW/xevoi,  tw» 
**  uWEp  cfojy  ocvrctfv^  xou  rem  (t^kthi  h/xoyBvcuv  anorsKwrn 
**  icpH^f^v*  *  Euseb.  Demonstrat.  Evang.  lib.  i.  sect.  8, 
When  I  read  sucli  passages  as  these,  and  think  of  the  state  of 
the  world|  and  it's  transitory  glories^  it  is  difficult  not  to  feel 
the  words  of  Erasmus  in  one  of  his  Epistles ;  **  Saltern  darctur 
^  in  sacris  literis  tranquillc  consenescerel" 

(r)  Dante  Inf.  Cant.  6. 


lit  literature  can  be  interesting  without  the  ftcience  idl 
matter  of    politics,     which   give   a    colour  to   our   verjr  l 
thoughts.  {/)    We  arc  borne  down  with  a  force  not  to  be 

resisted  '^ 

f/J  **  Qiiibus  pccit^atMs  et  ohsessus  animus  qvantvlum  lod  \ 
<<  bonis  artibus  relinquit!*'  Dialog,  de  Oratoribns,  C.  19.  I  j 
cannot  i-esist  giving  an  opinion  at  this  time.  (July  179 7.) 

My  prime  objection  to  any  proposed  Ministry  of  Mr.  Fox  aod 

,bis  adherents  is  this :  I  believe  their  principles  are  /m  /iojtukrkt 

the  good,  the  safety,  or  perhaps  foi*  the  existence,  of  thiscoun* 

try,  under  it's  present  con ititution.    I  believe,  that  their  design 

is  to  throw  such  a  weight  of  power  into  the  House  of  Com*     j 

mons,  fy  means  of  a  Reform^  as  woald  ultimately  mould  the  two 

Houses  of  Parliament  not  merely  into  a  resemblance,  but  into 

^the  actual  form  and  relative  power  of  the  Council  of  FiveHua* 

,.  dred,  and  the  Council  of  Ancients.    I  am  also  of  opinion,  that 

the  authority  and  influence  of  the  Crown  of  Gieat  Britain 

would  be  reduced  far  below  that  which  is  lodged  at  present  in 

the  Executive  Directory  of  France,  {a)    I  thinks  the  proposed 

Reforms  lead^  l>eyond  a  controversy,  tp  this  issme. 

I  conceive,  that  a  great  Personage,  in  the  case  of  a  changeof    \ 
Mr.  Pin's  Ministry,  n^nst  be  spprehennve,  /•  xohom  be  19  to  be 
delivered,  and  /•  vshttt  he  may  be  reduced.    The  prUeolt     < 
statesman's  understanding,  like  Mr.  Fox's,  in  the  plenitude  of 
dignity,  will  overbear  all  ideas  of  a  balance  of  power  in  the 
orders  of  the  state,  and  of  the  safety  of  the  country,  upon  it'* 
ancient  principles.    He  has  declared  his  opinion;  he  roust  not 
recede.    All  will  be  sacrificed  /•  that  ^ride  in  •  moment  of 
phrenzy. 
The  examples  of  every  state,  nation,  and  city,  subdued  l^f 
..  French  arms,  French  principles,  and  French  treachery,  aretobi 
weighed  well,  as  an  awful  warning  iu  this  kingdom,  whkk  xsff 
yet  be  preserved.    The  encnachments  of  such  a  statesman,  as  Mfi 
foX|  (paramount  as  be  is  in  ability  and  in  fplitical  eloquent 

perliV 
(a)  July  1797. 
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listed,  when  our  very  existence,  as  a  nation,  under  our  an^ 


cient; 


erhaps  beyond  any  man)  are  to  be  watched  and  resuted  by  all 
'ho  think  soberly,  and  are  independent  of  party.  Yet,  in  my  opi^ 
ion,  Mr.  Fox  neither  could,  nor  would,   satisfy  the  raving 
nd  tyrannical  ideas  of  Home  Tooke  and  the  French  crew* 
They  would  make  use  of  him  to  a  certain  point,  then  declart 
im  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  shortly  conduct  him  to  the 
caffold.    '*  Corpora  lente  augescunt,  cito  extin^untury  (a) 
The  security  of  property,  public  and  private,  is  shaken  by  the 
proposed  system,  and  a  Revolution  (which  we  never  jet  have 
;nown  but  in  mere  name)  might  then  be  at  hand.    For  what 
vas  THE  Revolution  in  1688,  but  the  preservation  and  so- 
emn  recognition  of  the  Hereditary  Monarchy  of  this  Realm,  and 
>f  all  its  ancient  laws  and  government  ?  These  are  the  RevoluttM 
Princi/ilesf  which  Britons  are  called  upon  to  (paintain  unsbakeoy 
inaltered,  and  unimpaired* 

A  government  which  once  relaxes,  is  not  easily  reeaUeJ  to  the 
rigour  of  it's  ancient  principles.  We  have  among  us  statesmen 
>f  determined  and  of  true  patriotism,  and  (his  final  misery  may 
jret  be  prevented.  We  have  a  King,  who  has  courage^  vicsue, 
md  firmness.  Of  his  Minister,  the  Right  Hon.  Wm.  Pitt,  I 
iave  given  my  opinion  often  in  awther  flace ^  I  have  not  al- 
;er^  my  sentiments* 

I  certainly  cannot  say  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
rich  the  great  Satirist  under  Louis  the  14th, 

*^  Qye  ma  vi^e  a  Colbert  inspirnit  rallegrcsse."(^) 
[  speak,  and  I  have  spoken,  mo!t  impartially  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
[  am  neither  for  a  proscriptiop  pf  any  political  talents,  nor  for 
ID  hereditary  claim  to  the  public  office  of  Prime  Minister. 
But  if  the  principles  of  any  statesman  are  such,  as  to  induce  a 
f  gal  and  effectual  changeyii  (he  government,  that  statesman  should 
not  be  admitted  to  rule.    If  the  ancient  and  established  prin- 

R  J  cipl^ 

(«)  Tacit.  Agric,  ap.  init.  (b)  Boileau,  Ep.  lO."^ 
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eient  laws,  and  constitution,  and  establishmenet,  basbeet 

rendered  dubious. 

I  would 


ciplet  of  the  English  constitution  are  maintained,  a  Prima 
Minister  may  conduct  public  affairs,  even  with  a  mediocritj 
•of  talents.  It  is  neither  Mr,  Pitt,  nor  Lord  Lansdown,  nor 
Mr.  Fox,  nor  Mr,  Grey,  who  are  necessary  to  the  function* 
'Sut,  by  the  disastrous  consent  of  the  whrle  nation  and  it*t 
parliament  thinking  rightly,  proposing  soundly,  and  meaning 
honestly,  are  nothing  without  sfeaking  well. 

Let  me  add  a  word  or  two  on  a  subject  not  quite  foreign  to 
tbi^  note.  The  example  of  a  very  learned  and,  in  my  opinionf 
of  a  very  virtuous  and  honourable  man,  to  whom  the  coantrj 
is  under  much  obligation,  Mr.  Rclves,  will  deter  any  maa 
from 'volunteer  effusions  in  favour  of  any  Minister.  It  would 
not  be  amiss,  to  be  sure,  if  Mr.  R.  or  any  other  writer,  would 
read  Aristotle  and  Quintilian  on  tropes  and  metaphors,  before 
he  adorns  his  native  language  with  all  the  richness  of  imagery^ 
and  exerts  the  command,  which  nature  gives  him,  over  the 
figures  of  speech.  Trunco^  non  frond ibus,  efficit  mmhram*  For 
my  own  part,  when  bis  pamphlet,  •*  The  Thoughts  on  th« 
•*  £ng1ish  Government,**  was  publibhed,  I  never  felt  more 
indignation  than  when  I  saw  this  gentleman  ungenerously  and 
^iamefuUy  abandoned,  and  given  up  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  H.  of 
Commons  to  the  malice  of  his  avowed  enemies,  and  to  a  crimi^ 
nal  prosecution  in  the  Court  of  King^s  Bench.  He  was 
lemnly  acquitted  of  any  libellous  intentions;  but  his  langua 
was  imprudent :  he  fell  a  victim  to  metaphorical  luxurianc 
and  state-botany,  ifi) 


{a)  See  ^^  Thoughts  on  the  English  Government,'*  p.  l%  an 
J  3,  for  Mr,  Reeves's  Sioiilc  of  the  Constitutional  Tree  and  it^# 
BrRnche9. 
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I  would  panicalarty  recommend  tbe  terious  perusal 
of  the  account  given  by  Thucydides  of  the  democraUf. 
$edition  in  Corcyra.  The  reader  would  be  convinced, 
that  the  same  peculiarities  mark  all  popular  seditions  and 
insurrections,  the  same  pretexts,  and  the  same  motives.  The 
insurgents  declare  the  friends  of  the  lawful  and  established 
government  enemies  to  the  popular  representation  and  in- 
terest. Some  of  these  insurgents  have  private  enmities 
to  revenge,  and  others  have  debts  to  cancel.  Death  is  the 
universal  solvent.  {Jf)  The  historian  observes,  that  they 
held  forth  either  the  specious  offer  of  greater  equaliiy  of 
power  among  the  citizens^  or  a  more  temperate  form  of  artVi* 
tocracy,  or  some  state  expedient  varying  with  the  hour; 
but  each  leader  in  reality  had  his  own  private  views  of 

ambition. 


dhH 


It  was  the  deep  and  important  observation  of  Aristodes 
Et/  iu,ET(X(po^£iv  c^T^v  EC/  ©EA/pciv.  See  also  the  tenth  chapter  of 
Aristotle's  RheioriCp  book  3.  which  I  recommend  to  all  poli* 
tical  writers  and  speakers ;  De  Urhanis  MetaphotiS|  or  9%^  rory 
iKrTCiwv,  Kflji  r&'V  £«;Jcxifx«vTfc;v.  Those  great  critics,  Messrs* 
Pox  and  Sheridani  differed  however  essentially  £rcm  Aristotle 
in  this  point,  in  their  Cdmmentsries  read  publicly  ia  the  H.  of 
C*  on  this  text :  Twm  Miro^/)Afv  ci/Soxi^bcn  yiAT^cra,  cm  xars 
•voXoyiav.  (^)     (1797.) 

059  Hear  the  great  Historian :  Tw  luy  curtav  f'^''^'poyrtf 
TOir  Tov  An^ov  xaraXi/Hcwv.  A-areSavov  Tiyer  liiaq  fyj^o^r  lvr«<ir, 
xoi  aXXoi  y^iJLaruit  c^icn  o^€iXop«yan>  into  rm  ^x^-v^.v, 
>L3«  8ect«8i, 

(^)  Arist«  Rhet.  L.  3,  c  lo.  sect.  3* 

R4 


ambitiont    or   power,   or   riches,   but  accommodated  bil 
jpecchci  to  the  prevailing  humour  of  the  day.  (g) 

This,  as  we  all  know,  has  been  transacted  step  by  step 
upon  a  great  and  tremendous  scale  in  France.  The  Italian 
ind  Belgian  states  are  following  them  with  headstrong 
and  infuriate  revolution.  We  have  indeed  more  to 
PRESERVE  THAN  ANY  OTHER  CoUNTRY  uhdcr  heaven; 
and  we  may,  by  wise  regulations,  hereafter  restore  even 
the  finances  of  the  state.  We  must  never  forget  that  the 
stability  of  our  present  Constitution  is  the  sole  stability 
of  all  property,  public  and  private,  I  speak  from 
awful  and  trembling  conviction.   Our   Ruin    can  be 

EFFECTED    BY     POLITICAL    ReFORM    ALONE  :     and  CfOT 

Enemies  at  home,  and  in  France,  know  that  I  speak 
the  truth.  We  in  Greal  Britain,  who  are  yet  in  a  con- 
dition to  preserve  ourselves,  see  and  read  and  feel  these 
things.  The  grant  of  one  demand  leads  necessarily  to  ano- 
ther, when  any  material  alteration  in  a  state  or  govern- 
ment  is  conceded.  If  the  second  is  refused  after  the  first 
lias  been  granted,  we  are  then  told,  that  there  is  a  want  of  con- 
sistence  in  the  plan,  and  that  it  were  more  adviseable  to  have 
kept  the  state  as  it  was,  than  to  admit  only  a  partial  reform. 

Wc 

(g)  Hear  Thucjdides  again  in  his  own  language.  Oi  ct 
voii  VQiy^ffn  TTpoarayns  fi^Ei^  ovo/xaroj  Ixotrroi  iwpeVM^  irXiafttf 
JffOTfOfAMts  9roXir<xiQf,  HM  Afiaroxparutf  cofff^oyos  TCpoTqawni  r» 
|4EV  xoiv«  \vf6t  6spawevavTes  a9Xat  cttoihvto,  9r«yn  is  rpoxm 
•yiiryfjoptevo*  ahXnXe^  Tspiyiyvio  9flpr  iroXfjLinaxy  t€  t«  J5*vqt«t«^ 

iroX£i    i^vyj^op^^  irpoTiQam^f  cf  $£  to   knar^poiq  %u  aiu  «Sdi 
s^ov  ofi^ovrcf,  Kou  m  fjura  >]/9)fH  a^ixv  MtfroyvMrco^,  ^ 
XTA^fuyoi    TO  xpareiVf    Itoi/aoi  9Kray  rny  avroim  ^Xsycixicv 

vi/iirXayai.    L.  3«  Sectt  82f  a 


'/ 
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surely  cannot  be  said  to  be  duped  zndJhcUd  by 
lers,  without  warning  from  history  and  from  ex« 
;e.  The  constitutional  statesmen  of  Great  Britaia 
now  be  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  a  Modem 
I  in  any  state  of  Europe.  The  greater  the  diffi« 
nd  danger,  the  greater  the  fury  of  the  Revolutionist!, 
was  a  poet  and  a  statesman ;  he  said,  Awfoaairm^ 

an  of  a  poetical  mind  either  wanders  into  futurity^ 
Is  the  images  of  other  times  and  of  other  empifet. 
I  sometimes  even  descend  into  the  regions  of  terrific 
md  give  to  his  own  country  the  sentiments  and  pas« 
»f  antiquity;  he  can  body  forth  contending  parties 
are  no  more,  of  the  virtuous  and  the  valiant,  of  the 
,  the  desperate,  and  the  frantic.  At  such  an  hour  at 
sent,  and  with  the  objects  which  we  see  and  hear  and 
'ith  the  exultation  of  the  bad^  and  the  dejection  o( 
od,  and  the  labours  of  great  statesmen  to  preserve 
m  ^nal  misery,  can  we  forbear  to  contemplate  the 
I  drawn  by  that  poet,  whose  only  Muses  were  Czsar« 
iitus,  and  Cato,  and  the  genius  of  expiring  Rome.t 

Tristis  felicibus  umbris 
s  erat\  vidi  Decios,  natumque patremque, 
ales  bellis  animas^  jitnttmqut  Camillnm. 
ptis  Catilina  minax  fractisque  catenis 
at,  Mariique  truces  nudique  Cethegi. 
ego  lactantes,  popularia  nomina,  Drusos 
ras  immodicos,  ausosque  ingentia  Gracchos. 
nis  chalybum  nodis,  et  carctrt  Diiis  ^ 

ricta  plausere  manus^  camp0S(2U£  PIORUM 
IT  TURBA  NOCENSi  [gg) 

The 
Tern.  Od.  II,  t  Lactn.  Pharsal.  L.  6.  v.  714^ 


Tlie  present  Poem  was  not  composed  for  a  triviat  pnr. 
pose,  nor  without  mature  thought.    It  is  the  £ruit  and  study 

of 

-  -     -  -  ■     -         ■       - 

{^)  In  the  great  question  of  a  Reform  in  Patliament  (i.e. 
in  the  House  of  Commons)  I  certainly  do  not  mean  to  call 
the  Ministerial  ground  figuratively  the  Cam/ii  Piontm;  but  I 
call  the  Constitution  of  England,  and  it's  defenders,  in  or  cot 
jof  Parliament,  by  that  name*  Nor  would  I  by  any  aieans  rank 
the  gentlemen  of  opposition  with  the  Turba  mcchs.  That  ttrhd 
Jl9€€ns  are  the  levellers  and  the  partisans  of  democracy  and  rero* 
lotion.  But  the  licence  of  poetry  we  are  told  is  coDStderablei 
if  assumed  with  modesty.  The  question  itself  has  nothing  to 
do  with  invention,  though,  as  I  think,  mMch  fiction  is  employed 
in  the  support  of  it.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  in  the  outset  thert 
u  a  fiction,  or  a  deceit. 

We  are  told,  we  must  recur  to  the  original  principle  of  tli« 
H.  of  Commons ;  the  principle,  as  I  suppose,  on  which  it  waf 
foonded ;  and  that  principle  is  declared  to  -be  p^uf/ar  in  l\m 
m9dfm  sense  of  that  word.    In  this  argument  historical  truth 
is  not  asserted;  I  would  maintain,  that  it  is  violated;  it  i| 
contrary  to  matter  of  fact.    The  very  origin  of  the  Homt 
itself  (the  best  antiquaries  will  tell  you  to)  is  rather  donbtfti^ 
The  more  remote  your  enquiry,  the  greater  the  demonstratioa 
of  it's  original  weakness,  nay  (1  say  it  with  grief)  of  it's  politicd 
insignificance ;  it  was  a  Council,  which  grew  out  of  a  greater 
Council.    I  will  not  insult  my  reader  with  information  on  tht 
subject ;   but  it  is  a  matter  of  plain  historical  knowledge  tlM 
it's  powers,  it's  functions,  it's  freedom,  and  it's  consequenct' 
have  been  z\\ ^regressive  to  a  certain  period.     That  period  wai» 
"the  Revolution   (as  it  is  foolishly  and  improperly  called)  in. 
]688.    At  that  asra  the  House  of  Commons,  under  the  OldWUgs^ 
'attained  to  the  consummation  of  it's  glory,  and  to  the  fulness  o^ 
it's  dignity.     As  I  here  speak  of  the  original  principlCi  I  har9 
nothing  to  do  with  the  subsequent  corruptions* 

9  Imiiit 
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9n   independent  and  disinterested  life^  passed  without 

the 


!  must  own,  I  do  not  wish  for  the  famous  Roman  plate  of 
ss;  I  am  for  no  unqualified  Lex.  Regia.*  Let  it  rest  in  the 
pitoliie  Museum,  that  splendid  effort  of  Michael  AngeJo.  I 
lor  abject  servility  and  all  it's  monuments;  and  I  never  wished^ 
m  sure  I  do  not  now  wish,  to  see  any  Senate  divest  itself  of 
power.  I  would  not  see  a  Vespasian  in  any  country  make 
1  repeal  laws,  or  exercise  unlimited  authority,  without  th* 
fict  and  consent  of  a  well  constituted  Senate* 

Aspice  gentem, 
Romanosque  tuos;  poscas  genus  Mi  Latinum, 
Non  Byzantinos  proceres,  Graiosque  Quirites! 

[  venerate  the  institution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
uld  preserve  it  with  my  life;  but  I  shall  raise  up  no  tree^ 
nk,  or  branches,  for  a  fatal  simile,  like  Mr.  Reeves*  I 
k  for  no  pasture  in  the  fields  of  Ministers  or  of  Booksellers; 
HTOuld  not  be  turned  out  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan  to 
ize  on  the  verdant  lawns  of  the  King's  Bench,  (once  intended 
'  the  Chief  Justice  of  Newfoundland);  nor  would  I  be  re» 
ced  to  grub  and  delve  in  Mr.  Pitt's  Straw jard.  I  neither 
:ur  to  Montesquieu  nor  to  Machiavel:  1  want  not  to  be  told 

by 

*  See  a  Dissertation  *^  de  ^nea  Tabula  Capitolina  Romae 
17 57."  Heineccius  and  Gravina  also  published  this  **  Lex 
'Regia."  It  may  be  read  at  fiill  length  in  Gruteri  Inscript: 
ntiq.  By  this  Law  the  Roman  Senate,  in  the  most  abject  stile^ 
r/zkri//^  Vespasian  to  make  and  repeal  laws,  to  declare  peace 
id  war,  and  to  exercise  every  act  of  an  absolute  sovereign, 
ithout  waiting  for  their  consent,  or  even  asking  thnr  advice, 
his  authority  however  was  not  granted  to  all  the  Emperors  in* 
scriminately ;  they  selecteJ {before  Vespasian)  Ai-^**  ^ ,  Tibe« 
lUi}  and  Clauditti«    1  leave  the  reader  to  his  o>v(.  .aiU-dom^ 
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ibe  incumbrance  of  a  profession,  or  the  embarrassment  of 

business. 


by  the  former,  that  **  omr  system  was  fpund  in  the  woods  ;•*  nor 
to  hear  from  Signer  Machiavel  and  Mr.  Fox,  that  «*  Stdtes  may 

'  Such  were  the  words  of  Machiavel  cited  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the 
H.  of  C.  on  May  26, 1797,  in  his  speech  on  the  Reform  of  Par^ 
liament.  The  foonden  of  the  French  Repoblic,  and  the  Rt^ 
founders  of  it  (for  it  has  bccnfinndfii  three  times  already)  seem 
mho0js  to  hare  had  MachtaTel*s  Discourses  on  Li  vy  in  their  view. 
He  says,  that  if  am^  power  or  powers,  (princes,  warriors,  or 
demagogues)  take  or  subdue  any  city,  province,  or  reafan, 
<*  /i»y  sh§uld  male  all  things  new  in  the  state.'*  The  words  are 
nu»t  particular :  **  Farei»^/  fsa  di  nnov  in  quello  stato,  nelle 
^  Citta  fare  nuovi  governi  con  nuovi  nomi,  con  nuova  aitoriti^ 
**  con  nuovi  uomini,fare  i  poveri  ricchi,disfisre  delle  vecchiecitti| 
M  cambiarc  gU  abitatori  da  un  luogo  ad  un  aitro,  e  in  somma, 
^*  non  lasciare  cosa  niuna  intatta,  e  che  non  vi  sia  no  grado,  uk 
**  ordine,  ne  stato, n^  richezxa,  che  chi  la  tiene  non  la  aicoNosca 
^  D A  Ti  !"*    The  French  have  religiously  observed  the  advice. 

ITr  are  told  in  the  H.  of  C.  by  Mr.  Fox,  that  the  authority  of 
Machiavel  is  great.  In  my  opinion,  all  TraAiiNT  is  unr- 
TORM  IN  iT*s  MAXIMS.  But  thc  S(^«0r/\  Machiavcl  and  Fox, 
still  tell  us,  that  ^  States  may  grow  out  of  shape.**  For  my  own 
part  indeed,  I  would  rather  find  a  system  in  the  woods,  than 
iu  modem  France;  and  I  do  not  look  for  a  new  polit^caL 
Dancing  Master,  every  time  there  is  a  twist  in  the  body. 

To  hear  Mr.  Fox,  as  I  perpetually  do  in  the  House,  one  wonM 
ically  think  he  was  a  rival  toVestris  or  Didelot.  He  has  been  Ion|^ 
trying  his  art,  and  giving  lessons  to  Mr.  Pitt  gratis.  That  Righfe: 
Honourable  Gentleman's  gait  however  still  continues  as  ank<- 
vard  and  stiff  as  usual ;  he  will  not  bend.  A  graceful  bow  ia  not 

*  MacbiaveL  Siscorsi.  Lib.  x*  Cap.  6« 
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ness.    It  was  not  intended  merely  to  raise  a  smile  at 

folly 


mbition,  and  Mr.  Fox  dances  before  him  every  day  without 
cast  effect.  Mr.  Fox,  I  believe, is  of  the  opinion  and  pria« 
of  Monsieur  Marcel,  the  famous  dancing  master  in  Queen 
e's  reign,  who  said,  when  the  Earl  of  OxJFord  was  made 
le  Minister,  *'  He  was  surprised,  and  could  not  tell  what 
e  Qneen  could  see  in  him,  for  his  own  part  h  never  could 
tie  any  thing  of  him, ^^  To  be  sure  Mr.  PiTT  is  every  day 
^d  between  THE  dancing  mastbk  and  his  man,  but  he 
not  yee  learned  grace  from  Mr.  Fox»  nor  wit  from  Mr. 
idan» 

deed  I  have  been  informed  that  the  three  celebrated  Dancera 
Ballet  masters,  Messrs.  Fox,  Sheridan,  and  Grey,  are  pre* 
ig  a  new  Serioos  Divertissement,  or  Pasde  Trois,  with  new 
es,  dresses  and  decorations,  called,  ^  Lb  DifttCTOiRS 
:ecuiif/'  If  it  can  be  ^e/i^  time  enough,  it  will  be  brought 
rard  this  season;  but  as  there  is  a  necessity  for  a  re-inforce- 
t  of  the  troop  rikou  Paris,  it  is  feared  the  old  dance  must 
inue  to  the  end  of  this  season,  June  1797»  It  is  proposed 
Kght  should  be  thrown  on  the  stage  in  a  quite  new  manner; 
the  Ballet-Masters  will  suffer  no  persons  to  be  on  the  scage^ 
)  view  the  machinery  behind  the  scenes.  Lord  Galloway 
Lady  Mary  Duncan  have  expressed  their  approbation  of 
rule»  so  much  for  the  interest  of  thb  Grand  Opbxa; 
igh  the  noble  Earl  is  contented  with  tkefresem  Grand  Ballet* 
ter.     (June  1797.) 

^n  a  kindred  topic  I  would  observe  to  the  classical  reader 
Lher  singular  circumstance  in  ancient  times ;  it  is  from  the 
nan  State.  Since  we  have  been  all  arming  at  home  with 
rity  and  prudence,  and  (what  is  consequent  to  that)  toitk 
/,  against  oub  inveterate  and  implacable  £nemy ;  and  as  the 
itu  laws  have  beea  extended,  it  is  curious  to  call  to  mind  the 

emphatic 
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iblly  or   conr^*';    but  it    was  written  with   indigjbatiofl 

against 


emphraic  clause  in  the  antieiit  Roman  Jaw  concerning  Ai 
exemption  of  pardcular  persons  from  military  service,  called 
^'  De  Vacatione,"  as  learned  Civilians  well  know.  The 
clause  is  this:  **  Niii  Bellum  Gallicum  exoriatur;"  \t 
which  case  not  even  the  Priests  were  exempted*  I  will 
illustrate  this  law  from   Plutarch  and  Cicero. 

PJutnich  has  this  singular  remark  in  the  life  of  Marcellus) 
Oi/  />tr)v  0fXK%  iJisyav  i  re  '/J»^  vap^iy^e  <po€ov,  Jwt  r«v  ytm/maa^ 
ifjLopdf  xoEi  Trpcoixo;  ttoXc/aa;  auvotsofjievoif,  mai  to  vaXomM 
miuofjLOL  rojv  FaXarwv  (i.  e.  the  Gauls  or  French)  hus  iMCKi^n^ 
PA//xd40i  ^Eico^i  ^OKHdiy,  aTE  ^t)  xai  T7)v  rioXiV  vv*  mntH 
mvoSaXovTifi  il^  Eic£i>u  Se  BefjLsvoi  Nopb^v,  cirBXiii  imal 
■trr^reias  ths  lep^a^t  TrXviv  ei  fjuin  TaXxrixos  vaXiv  EirEXfioi 
rioXe/xof.  £^7}X8  ^€  x(Xi  Tov  foCov  auTOfv  71  re  IIapa0X£(/ii' 
Mt/^ia^fif  •/ap  Ev  IxXois^  a/x,«  rocrain'od  FwfAaicJv  hte  wfo/nffl 
UTi   vOTipy    7EVE (jdai    X67CVTai.  (f) 

The  other  i  lusti*ation  is  from  Cicero  fn  his  oration  for  Foo* 
'teius;  (the  object  of  which  was  to  inculcate,  *^  GalUs  fideifl 
**  non  habendftm,  hominibas  teiibus,  perfidis,  et  in  ipsos  Dcol 
•*  immortalcs  impiis.")  The  words  are  these;.**  Ut  oportetf 
**  Bello  Gallcco,  ut  majorum  jura  moresque  praescribufltf 
'*  Nbmo  est,  Civis  Romanus,  qui  sibi  uiia  exciuatione  utcndaift 
«*  putet."  (-0 

We  have  not,  and  I  trust  we  never  shall  have,  ih  utme  cau4 
for  apprehension  from  the  French  as  the  Romans  had  from  thft 
.Gtuls.  They  ^ever  have  taken  our  city,  and  while  we  art 
tru^  to  ourselves,  as  u  e  now  are,  I  trust  they  never  will  or  catt 
take  it.  But  the  danger  is^  and  ever  will  be  great,  yrow  tkdf 
vicinity^    iia,  rnv  yuryMffiv.      The  words  are  from  Plutardil 

(c)  Plut.  Vit.  Marcelli,  p.  244.  vol.  3.  edit  Bryan. 
(^/)  Orat.  pro  Fonteio,  Sect,  i6,   Cic.  Op.  edit.  BarboVf 
Tol.  4.  p.393« 
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against  wickedness,    against  the    prostitution  of  siiperioty 
talents,  and  the  profane  violence  of  bad  men.     It  was  in- 
deed (to  use  the  poet's  allusion)  poured  forth  as  a  libatioa. 
^&om  the  clip  of  Achilles,  consecrated  and  appropriated; 

It  is  proposed,  in  it's  degree  and  according  to  it's  sub^ 
ject,  for  the  defence  of  truth,  and  with  an  honest  wish  to 
dphold  society  and  the  best  interests  of  mankind,  but 
chiefly  those  of  our  own  country.  In  it  there  'are  no  ima« 
gmary  subjects.  I  have  raised  no  phantoms  of  absurdity 
Berely  to  disperse  them;  but  the  words,  the  works,  the 
lemiments,  and  often  the  actions  of  the  authors  are  before 
it.  It  may  be  known  ktrtajter  from  this  poem,  how  we' 
trote  and  thought  in  this  age,  and  not  unfrequently  How' 
f e  conducted  ourselves. 

Experiar,  quid  sacra  juvent,  an  falsus  Apollo.^ 

There  is  one  subjectt  which  I  have  pressed  upon  th^ 
^ntion  of  the  nation,  which  in  this  respect  seems  to  be 
in  a. state  between  slumber  and  alarm;  in  the  supineness 
which  attends  the  former,  and  with  that  confusion  in 
ideas  and  measures,  which  too  frequently  accompaniee 
terror.  Compassion,  mercy,  self  preservation,  integrity  oE 
principle,  christian  charity,  the  uncertainty  of  the  mortal 
condition,  the  convulsion  of  empires  and  of  states,  have 

all 


Mr.  Burke  hat  written  the  commentary,  (d)     Vocem  adyti 
dignam  tempio !    (July  1797.) 

^  Stat.  L  10. 

f  See  Dial.  III.  from  ▼.  81  to  v.  134,  with  the  notes,  fira 
|hiblished  in  M^y  1796. 

\ff)  Two  Letters  on  the  Peace:  (ed.Riringtoo  X796.}p,ii3y&c» 


tn  ind  each  variously  conspired  to  direct  the  measures  of 
our  government,  with  respect  to  the  French  Roman  Ca< 
iholic  Emigrants,  and  in  particular,  to  the  French  Priesu* 
I  have  stated  in  different  places  my  opinion  on  this  impor* 
Unt  subject. 

I  continue  to  call  aloud  upon  this  country  and  it's 
miniuert  to  regard,  with  minute  circumspection^  TBifK 
MEN  AND  THEIR  CAUSE,  (hk)  The  most  reprehensible 
part  of  Mr.  Burke's  public  conduct  has  been  in  this  poinU 
Great  and  venerable  as  I  hold  him,  in  this  I  praise  him  not* 
I  can  distinguish,  as  well  as  he  can,  those  who  have  forsaken 
successful  wickedness,  and  followed,  what  they  esteemed, 
oppressed  and  exiled  virtue.  But,  as  a  Body,  I  nudntain  that 
the  vigilance  of  the  Roman  Catholics  is  erect»  and  on  tfae 
tiptoe  of  expectation :  it  is  scarcely  suspended  by  slumber. 

I  speak  also  on  another  account.  There  is  such  a  con- 
nection between  superstition  and  atheism,  and  their  alliet, 
cruelty  and  tyranny,  that  the  wisest  and  most  experienced 
statesmen  and  moralists  have  declared  it  to  be  indissoluble* 
In  their  cause,  they  would  unite  with  any,  even  with  J^ 
cobin,  principles. 

Hear  Dr.  Hussey  the  titular  Bishop  of  Waterford  is 
Ireland  in  his  late  pastoral  Letter,  (t)    **  The  Catholic 

••  Faith 

% 

Ml  — — —         I      *  ■        ^       I  Ml  ■         I    M  in  I  I  W  ■   I    ■■         ■     ■  III    ■  >* 

W  July « 797* 

(i)  See  **  A  Pastoral  Letter  to  the  Catholic  Clergy  of  Ws« 
**  terford  and  Lismore  in  Ireland,  by  the  R.  R. Doctor  Hussejr  * 
London,  reprinted  by  P.  Coghlaui .  Duke-strcet,  Grosveoof 
square.  1797.  His  timlar  Lordship's  idea  of  **  a  man  of  trae 
liberality  is  this;  that  he  lives  in  charity,  in  concord^  in  amiljf 
with  all  •tken  of  every  religious  persuasion  i  with  whoa  a 

diffmact 
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^  FAtTH  (i.  ti  the  tenets,  the   do£binei»  the  fuperfti* 

••  tions, 

« 

*'  difference  in  religious  opinion  makes  Mo  difference  in 
*•  social  IiTe,  &c.  &c,  "  (p.  6.)  Very  liberal  ihdced;  this 
Is  the  text.  But  his  Lordship,  singulirjjr  enough,  hzs  frefixid 
the  cooidhent.  See  the  ^teceJh^  t>>gc;  the  words  are  these; 
'*  Remondrate  (says  his  Lordship)  with  any  parent,  who 
**  will  be  JO  criminal  as  to  expose  his  offspring  to  those  Jtlaees 
"  tf  eJucatiom  (the  Charter  Schools,  &c.' &c.  as  1  suppose) 
^  whjcre  its  reUgioms  faith  and  morals  are  likely  to  be  per« 
^  verted.  If  he  will  Hot  attenJ  to  your  remonftrances,  (he  is 
^'  speaking  to  the  Roman  CathoHc  Clergy)  refifo  him  the  parti- 
**  cipation  of  Chrift^s  body;  i/\\^  sliould i/i// continue  otstinaie^ 
^  DENOUNCE  HIM  TO  THE  CkuRCi^,  ill  ordeir  that,  according 
^  to  Chriil's  commandment,  he  he  c^sidered  as  a  heathen  and  a 
"  pullican,''*  p.  5,  We  know  the  sense  of  Christ ;  and  we  know 
the  sense  which  the  KoH  tiif  Catholic  CnuacH  annexes  to /^jif 
sosr^^r.    But  this  is  Liberality  1 !  ! 

Hear  his  titular  Lordship  once  more.  Speaking  of  the  total 
repeal  of  the  Popery  Laws  in  Ireland,  he  warns  those  who  e/^jkose 
it^  in  these  terms,  p.  to.  *'  The  vast  OLotKis  already  detached 
^^  frotn  the  mountMs  hrow^  and  whoever  opposes  it's,  descent 
^  and  removal,  must  be  crushed  by  his  Own  rashendea* 
'*  vours." 

Is  the  common  sense  of  England  and  Ireland  drunk  ^  Or  if 
t  has  slept,  will  it  not  now  awake  1  Can  any  man  say,  that 
he  political  spirit  of  the  Roman  Catholic  rdif»ion  is  extinct^ 
hat  it  is  deid,  of  that  it  is  dying  >  This  titular  Hisho|>  Warns  iia 
>Iainly  enough.  He  has  rocks  and  mountains  at  command; 
nid  the  powers  of  nature,  in  their  gigantic  admeasurements^ 
ippear  at  his  great  bidding.  In  ireland  it  might  he  of  use  to 
liscuss  this  Pastoral  Letter  in  toto.  If  I  were  an  Irishman,  I 
rould  do  so;  but  the  business  in  England  is^^  different.  Let 
ne  add  a  word  or  two  on  the  general  question. 

S  It 
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**  tioftt,  the  ahmrditiet,  the  follies,  the  cnieltyi  md  the 

«•  tyrannyt 


It  may  be  worth  while  at  this  periocJl,'  when  all  estabn^hn^^ts 
are  shaking,  to  consider  frequently,  that  '*  a  Religiotit  ftsta- 
**  blishment,  under  any  form,  b  not  the  religion  itself^ hot  the 
'^  mode  of  preservings  inculcating,  and  continuing  the  reHgion.]* 
Itliere  is  a  religion  which  may  be  and  is  political,  and  another 
which  is  real.    I  will  give  a  passage  from  the  admirable  Prciace 
\o  the  translation  of  Xenophon*8  Cyropaedia,  written  with  gftat 
•ompasss  of  thought  and  precision  of  argument,  by  a  g^tleoMii 
of  fortune,  family,  erudition,  and  virtue,  the  lU.  iftauticB 
AsHLBT.    I  canhot  refrain  from  observing  with  pleasure,  that 
Lord  Malmsbvkt  and  myself  may  have  a  Miirra/ partiality  for 
the  memory  of  that  accompli  (bed  and  well  infiructed  gentleman. 
*'  Real  Christianity  (says  he)  is  none  of  these  changeable  atar 
*'  blishmentsand  human  institutions,^nor  ever  can  be,  Atf  jfm^ 
**  ufon  it*  J  own  foot.    Whether  it  be  the  religion  of  the  muld— 
*^  tude,  and  national  or  not  national,  or  whatever.be  the' fonn^ 
*^  of  it  in  national  establishments,  it  is  mc  mndthe  same.m  htelf^ 
^'  firm  and  unalterable^  and  will  undoubtedly  remain  fo  /•  ti 
**  en  J  of  the  worl4%  whether  owned  or  not  owned  by  any  pabli 
*^  establishment  indifferently,'^(tf) 

I  enter  not  into  the  expedience,  institution,  and  relative  ex- 
jcellence  of  religious  esublishmehts  in  this  place.  It  is  not  bcrr 
the  question:  if  it  were,  I  am  not  without  my  fentimenti,  nor 
without  words  to  enforce  them.    I  hope  indeed  we  may,  and 

* 

shall,  itill  justify  the  expressions  of  a  great  writer  i  *^  fFje  vBt 
**  separated  from  the  errorf,and  fireed  from  the  chains  of  PopiiY, 
*^  without  inahiag  out  into  a  state  of  religious  smartly*^  Bat  I 
give  Mr.  Ashley's  words  as  zgenirtd  observation  to<i/f  those  who 

ateeo 

(«)  Mr.  Ashley's  Preftce»  p.  'Up 
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tyraii;iy».  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  whatever  makes  it 
to  differ  from  any  other  external  establishment  of  Chris* 
tianity)  The^  Catholic  Faith  (says  his  titular  Lordship) 
is  suitable  to  all  climes,  and  to  all  forms  of  government^ 
*'  monarchies  or  r^^u^/tri,.aristocracies or  democracies/' 
(p*  9*)  Right.    Does  his  Lordship  speak  intelligibly  ? 

.That  which  is  true  of  Christianity  in  itself  and  by  itself 
alone,  independant  of  a;iy  establishment  whatsoever,  that  they 
assert  of  their  own  tyrannical  superstition^  They  will  shew 
the  arm  and  the  sword  of  heaven  interested  and  active/^r 
them.  They  will  tell  you  whenever  they  have  the  power, 
(or  even  the  probability  of  attaining  that  power}  tfiat  their 
cause  alone  is  from  above*  They  separate  their  spiritual 
fuler^  from  the  temporal  governors  of  the  state,  and 
assert  the  superior  dignity  and  paramount  authority  of  tho 
former  >  and  this  they  ibuDder  in  the  ears  of  an  armed  soU 
diery*  They  tell  you,  that  the  opposers  of  the-  Roman 
Catholic  cause  are  sacrilegious  in  the  eye  of  heaven;  and 

that 

esteem  the  downfall  oisukk  an  eitablishmeot,  usF^fery^  to  be  the 
downfall  of  the  Christian  reiigioni  than  which  no  opinion  can 
be  more  unfounded*.  To  the  Roman  Catholic  r^stem  of  religion^ 
whether  in  ii's  vigour  and  plenitude  of  power,  or  in  it*s  struggles 
fit  rew^^  the  words  of  the  poet  may  b^  applied  figuratively^ 
and  literally :  .      . 

la  tMa  Umph/vrUf  nuilique  exlre  vetanle 
J4aterii,  magnamqiie  eadegs  ougnamque  rexurunt 
^^  Dat^r^ym  late,  sMESosQjja  aacou.ioitjiQNas«* 
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that  upon  theili,  tn  t  mass,  th£  'Ore  at  stO^IcE  will  fall 
and  grind  them  to  powder. 

I  know  the  state  of  Ireland,  {b)  and  the  declarations  o( 
the  titular  bishops  in  that  country.  But  that  subject  is  hot 
properly  mine,  though  it  is  intimately  connected  with  it. 
All  I  have  to  do  is  to  shew,  (and  I  think  I  have  shewn  it  to 
^1  who  will  attend  to  what  I  have  written,)  that "  the  Spirit 
•*  of  the  Roman,  Catholic (c) System  is  yet  unaltered"    In 

.  England 


rtibi 


ii)  There  is  somtkhlng /keculiarly  ungrateful  in  the  conduct  of 
this  titular  Bishop  of  Waterford.  Particular  attention  has  been 
paid  to  Dr.  Hussey  by  the  administration  of  Ireland,  as  Lord 
Camden  knows.  But  in  thh  country  I  should  hardly  be  under* 
stood,  if  I  were  to  enumerate  the  particulars  which  fhuiw.  I 
have  spoken  in'  terms  very  moderate  indeed  of  thit  Pastoral 
Letter,  uider  tke  circumstances  of  it's  publication.  My  riprehen* 
sion  has  been  confined  /a  the  spirit  9 fit.  It  will  be  perceived  by 
jtmf  persons,  that  I  write  Sery^roiffi. 

Talibus  exaJyto  dictis  Cumaa  Sibylla 
Horrendas  tanit  ambages,  antrocjue  remugit  *  ~  -  -• 

f         Ohfurisvers  iuv$ivefisl  ('797«) 
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\c)  For  the  spirit  of  system  in  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
highest  abilities  and  learning,  let  us  refer  to  the  great  and  eloquent 
BpssuET,  in  bis  oration  on  the  death  of  the  Duchess  of  Orleans, 
6n  the  d  I  St  of  August  1670.  Speaking  of  Henri etu  J^Jhgletate^ 
he  declares  that  Goo  overthrew  the  monarchy  of  England  under 
Cromwell,  to  restore  her  to  the  bosom  of  the  Roman'  Catholic 
Church;  which  he  calls  ^*  Les  mervetiles  que  Ditc  a  fcttes  pour 
•^  le  salut  etemel  dt  Henriette  d*Angleterre!  Pova  la  iM>NMEa 
«'  A  l^Eglisb,  ilnfaUu  renverser  hut  un  grand  Rwjfmmmt.  Si  les 
^  \o\%,  do  TEtat  s'opposcnt  i  joa  salu  eternel.  Diem  etranlera  tout 
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England  the  French  Prieiu,  in  a  biMly,  iiave  beenxhased 
from  the  King's  Castle  at  Winchefier :  but  our  govemmcnlt 
lias  yet  s^sacred  fortress  or  two  at  Reading  and  Sbene,  and  in 
Yorkshire:  and  it  appears  that  a  sum  of  On£  Humored 
AND  Forty  thousand  pounds  (^}  has  been  issued  for 
the  use  of  the  French  Immigrants,  sacred  and  profane^  in  she 
course  of  the  year  1796,  This  is  ratified  by  the  vote 
of  Parliament.  On  this  particular  topic  1  shall  say  nothing 
further  in  this  place. 

All  which  I  have  written  on  this  great  subjefl  is  in  the 
spirit  of  mercy,  humanity,  toleration,  and  true  Christianity, 

consistent 

<*  VEtat  [iwr  Pajfranddr  it  ces  UixV*  But  he  adds  a  sublime 
apostrophe,  remarkable  and  awful.  **  Me  permettei  vons,  O 
^  Seigneur,  Tenvisager,  en  trenblint,  vos  saiats  et  redotttablei 
**  conseils !  Eu  a  que  Us  terns  de  cmfusiou  ne  sent  futr  tnttr  ac^m* 
"  plisF*'  The  succesiorf  of  the  Bishop  of  Meaux  have  found 
ipdeed  that  those  times  were  not  accomplished. 

He  then  wishes  /or  tie  conversion  of  England  to  the  Roman 
Catholicfaith,  of  which  the  disposition  of  Charifs  the  Second ind 
his  Brother  gave  him  some  hope.  **  Nou$  souhaitoi\s /rinc^^tf/r- 
' *  ment^que  1'Angleterrb ^trop lihre dans sa ereyance^ tref  iicentieuse 
**  dans  scs  leniimen^  soit  enchainh  comme  nous  de  ces  hienkeureux 
*'  Hens  (i.  e.  de  la  Foi  Catholique)  qui  emp^chent  I'orgueil  l^a- 
*'  main  de  s'egarer  dans  ses  pensees,  en  la  captivant  sous  Pautoriti 
'*  du  Saint  Esprit  et  01  l'Eglisb."  \  forbear  any  further  re- 
marks. See  Recueil  des  Oraisons  Funebres  de  Bossuet.  edit. 
Paris,  1762*  i2mo.  p.  91  et  93. 

{b)  On  the  aist  Dec.  1796^  *<  The  House  of  Commons  in  a 
*'  Committee  of  Supply^  among  other  sums,  voted  a  sum  of 
*^  140,0901.  for  the  relief  of  the  sufTering  clergy  and  laity  of 
'•  France." 
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^dosistent  with  iht  prineiples  of  an  English  Protestant, 
ind  with  that  rational  and  guarded  love  to  my  Countty 
which  I  am  bound,  according  to  my  al)ility,  to  warn»  to 
vindicatej  and  to  defend. 

Such  are  my  serious  and  solemn  mediutions,  such  are  the 
extended  views  before  me,  amid  the  volumes  of  bards,  and 
sages,  and  historians,  the  venerable  and  instructive  records 
of  times  which  are  no  more,  as  I  sit  apart  from  the  world  in 
silence  and  in  solitucle ;  or  the  language  of  the  Poet, 

Art ^  4^Mwr  aXXAnr 

The .  subjects  of  this  poem  have  been  from  necessity 
various  and  numerous,  far  beyond  my  original  conceptions* 
But  a  mighty  and  majestic  river,  in  its  course  through  z, 
diversity  of  countries,  not  only  winds  and  murmurs  in 
the  vallies,  but  contends  and  foams  among  rocks,  and 
precipices,  and  the  confluence  of  torrents:  still  it's  tendency 
is  to  the  ocean,  to  which  it  pays  it's  last  tribute  and  is 
finally  lost  in  that  immensity. 

In  Literature  the  mind  resembles  such  a  course ;  all  it*s 
exertions  may  be  turned  into  one  grand  and  general  direction. 
The  mind,  if  well  regulated,  remembers  from  whence  it 
came,  and  feels  that  all  its  powers  and  faculties  are  but  minis* 
terial.  I  think  it  is  somewhere  expressed  in  the  concise  sub* 
limity  pf  Plato,  ITpor  ro  aiSiov  iCXsvsv*  Under  the  influence 
and  persuasion  of  this  great  and  master  principle,  the  mind 
so  prepared,  whether  serious,  or  gay,  or  thoughtful,  or 
sprightly,  or  even  fantastic  in  its  humour,  is  still  per* 
forming  its  proper  office.  Philosophy  and  criticism  can- 
not reach  some  subjects,    which  sap  the  foundation  and 

support 
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tuppqit  of  vrc}|-t(eing.    Pl;9yfulnets,    if^icul^t   wit,    and 

ft 

buipour«  are  the  auxiliaries  and  light^armed  (ofce$  of  truth; 
and  their  ppfver,  in  d^acbR^^s,  is  equally  fell  with  tl|c 
main  jQLrength  of  the  bodjr. 

There  is  one  description  and  set  of  men,  to  whom  more 
than  common  reprehension  is  due;  and  who  cannot  be 
held  up  too  frequently  to  the  public  scorn  and  abhorrence : 
I  mean  the  modem  philosophers  of  the~  French  system. 
Mr.  Burke  has  thundered  upon  them,  and  his  lightning 
shone  through  their  darkest  recesses.  ^*  'Fhe  sudden  blaze 
**  far  round  illumined  Hell.'^  This  monstrous,  compound 
of  the  vanity  and  weakness  of  the  intellect,  and  the  fury  of 
Che  passions  in  some  of  tfaem.shis  "  Caciaus  mi^risabolls/* 
should  be  exposed  with  the  full  strength  of  argumenc 
and  of  reason,  and  with  occasional  ridicule^  to  the  English 
nadon  in  erery  point  of  view; 

In  other  philosophers  of  this 'system  there  is  a  calmness 
and  composure  in  their  mental  operations,  more  savage  than 
the  violence  of  the  former.  Their  subject  is  the  Hving  imsM. 
Before  them  he  is  delivered,  bound  hand  and  foot.  On  him 
their  experiments  are  to  be  tried  ;  and  wheh  his  whole  com- 
position, moral  and  political,  is  eithe^r  racked,  or  disjointed, 
or  the  minuter  parts  of  it  laid  bare  to  the  eye,  and  the  very 
circulation  of  the  fluids,  as  it  were,  shewn  in  the  agonizing 
•abject ;  this  they  savagely  call,  studying  and  improving 
buman  nature  by  the  new  light.  But  I  will  not  proceed 
on  ibis  subject;  Great  and  venerable  is  the  name  and  influ- 
cnce  of  the  true  philosophy :  the  word  may  be  disgraced 
for  a  season,  but  the  love  of  wisdom  must  alw^^s  command 
respect*   When  we  compare  these  modern  philosophers,who 

Si,  reject 
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feject  all  revflttion,  with  the  philosophers  of  antiquityt  vA 
in  particular  those  of  the  Stoic  sect,  who  were  ignorant  of 
it,  the  difference,  to  say  no  more,  is  indeed  striking.  What 
were  Socrates,  and  Plato,  and  Epictetus,  and  Cicbro,  and 
Antoninus !  Before  such  lights,  shining  in  the  darkness  and 
gloom  of  the  heathen  firmament, 

Conditur  omne 
Stellarum  vulgus,  fugiunt  sine  nomini  Sigma.  (4J. 

As  I  am  speaking  of  Philosophy,   I  may  be  excused  if  I 
say  a  few  words  concerning  that  language,  in  which  it's 
power  has  been  most  conspicuous.     I  see  no  more  pedantry 
in  the  knowledge  and  study  of  the  Greek  tongue,  than  of 
Uie  French  or  the  German.  But  when  I  consider  that  evcvy 
anbject  in  philosophy,  in  history,  in  oratory,  and  in  poetry, 
whatever  can  dignify  or  embellish  human  society  is  it'j 
most  cultivated  state,  has  found  in  that  language  the  Uj^hest 
authors ;  that  the  principles  of  composition  are  better  iaug|ht, 
md  more  fully  exemplified  in  the  Greek  writers  than  in  any 
other ;  and  that  they  are  the  acknowledged  universal  legisla- 
tors in  taste,  criticism,  and  just  composition,  from  whom  there 
IS  no  appeal,  and  who  will  be  found  unerring  directors;  I 
would  with  a  peculiar  emphasis  and  earnestness  request  youof^ 
snen  of  fortune,  ability,  and  polished  education,  not  to 
off  the  study  of  the  Greek  writers,  when  they  leave  school, 
the  university,    A  few  hours  devoted  to  this  study  in  every 
week  will  preserve  and  improve  their  knowledge.of  it,  whicb 
will  animate  the  whole  mi^s  of  their  learning,  and  give 
colour  to  their  thoughts  and  precision  to  their  expressions. 
There  is  no  neceflity  either  to  cite  or  to  speak  Greek;  but 
the  constant  perusal  of  the  historians,  philosophers,  oraton, 

and 
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id  poctf  will  be  felt  and  perceived.  In  parliament  and 
;  the  bar  it  will  be  most  conspicuous,  (a)  Theywbp 
e  wise  will  secretly  attend  to  tbii  recommendation  which 
luftt  be  disinterested,  afid  procee4s  from  long  expers* 
ace. 

In  regard  to  the  manner  and  the  plan  of  tkis  Poem  on  tlie 
'.  of  li.  I  have  something  to  say,  but  ny  vespett  to  Ihp 
»der  prevents  me  from  saying  much.  It  aspires  not  t0 
le  manner  or  the  praise  of  the  DUNClAD,  or  to  Mjtf 
bing  whatsoever  in  common  with  that  great  performance^ 
lie  original  motive  of  it  however  is,  i|i  my  opinion,  ai 
ir  superior  in  importance  and  digility,  as  the  power  104 
bility  of  the  author  fall  short  of  that  poeticatekcdlencei 
fhich  none  hereafter  can  hope  to  rival,  or  perfaapa  vi 
ttain.     It's  general  subject  is  Literature  howevet 

eterted 
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(a)  PJutarch  describes  Marccllus,  (the  first  of  that  distio- 
}iish^(j  race)  as  a  wirrior  of  experience  and  intrepidity,  humane 
ind  polished  in  his  manners,  and  a  great  lover  of  Greek 
iterature;    his  words  are  these:  Tti  /xfv  ^y^'KUfix  vdkifjuMOi. 

i^nyiKms  vaihuLf  xou  \oywi^  otxpi  m  tiimLv  km  OavfjLa^uv  r^ 

iVs  we  have  now  so  many  gentlfmeu  •ffortmu^  family ^  educatUm^ 
md  aiility^  among  the  oncers  of  the  army,  the  militia,  and  in  all 
he  VoluntcerCorps,  (to  whom  the  |;ingdoni  is  so  deeply  indebted, 
ind  by  whose  disinterested  exertions,  generosity,  and  patriotism 
>ur  internal  and  domestic  peace  is  maintained  and  secured); 
[  wish  they  may  read  this  note,  and  be  induced  to  employ  some 
>f  their  vacant  hours  in  valuable  studies;  and,  like  the  great 
:hiefs  among  the  ancients,  resume  and  vindicate  the  honour  of 
^rned  military  leisure.    (1797.) 

^  Plutarch.  Vit.  Marcelli.  j>.  a4d>  v.  a*  edit.  Bryaut 


•ircrteclt  whether -for"  the  beaefit,   or  for  ithe  injury  of 
■UMikiiid.     It  has  notbiog  of  the  nkock  epic;    it  is  a 
dHslogue,  has  something  of  a  dramMic   cast,  and  is  an 
cscqrsus^     The  subjects  follow  each  tnher;  and,  if   I 
am  not  mistaken,  they  are  neither  confounded  nor  coo* 

.,.  If  tVere  be  in  the  whole  composition  aiyy  passage^ 
my  sentence,  or  any  expi«ssioo,  which  according  to  the 
QPfcific  nature  of  the  su)>ject,  can  justly  o0ead  even  fe* 
pale  delicacy ;  which,  from,  the  manner  of  it,  a  gentleman 
proi^Id  refuse  to  wHte,  or  a  man  pf  yxttue  to  admit  intohb 
^mights;  whi(5h  violates  the  high,  and  discriminating,  and 
IkNKonrable,  and  direaipg  principles  of  human  conduct,  it 
as  tome  matter  of  serious  and  of  solemn  regret.  I  aip  not 
fonscions  of  bafving  admitted  any  such  passage,  or  sentence, 
^ff  expression,  I  have  never  yet  heard  such  an  objection 
to  ny  work ;  but  tf  it  can  be  pointed  out,  I  %idU  erase  it  with 
l»uch  concern,  and  with  great  indignation.  In  the  sin- 
cerity of  my  judgment  I  have  adopted,  and  wiU  forever 
-fkbpt,  the  words  and  spirit  of  the  Theban  Poets 

I  should  also  offer  a  few  words  concerning  ike  manner  of 
the  notes  which  I  have  annexed,  and  which  are  so  frequent 
and  so  copious.  I  wished  not,  as  Boileau  expresses  it, 
to  prepare  tortures  for  any  future  Salmasius  (g);  and  I 
know  too  well  my  own  insignificance  to  expect  any.com« 
ment  on  my  writings,  but  from  my  own  pen.  I  have 
made  no  allusions  which  I  did  not  mean  to  explain  :  but  I 
had  also  something  further  in  my  intention.  The  notes  are 

not' 
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(l)  ^  Aux  Saunai&es  iuturs  preparer  des  tortures.**    *. 

Boil.  Sat.  9.  V.  64. 
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ways  merely  explanatory;  they  are  (if  I  have  beett 
>  execute  my  intention)  of  a  structure  rather  peculiar 
inselves.  Many  of  them  are  of  a  nature  betweeD  m 
ind  an  explanatory  comment ;  and  they  contain  muck 
'  in  a  little  compass,  suited  to  the  exigency  of  the 
As  they  take  no  particular  form  of  composition^ 
ire  not  matter  of  criticism  in  that  particular  respect* 
e  expatiated  on  the  cafual  fubject  which  presented 

and  when  ancient,  or  modern  writers  expressed  the 
hts  better  than  I  could  myself,    J  have  given  ibem 

original  languages. 

3  man  has  a  greater  contempt  for  the  parade  of 
)n  (as  such)  than  I  have.  My  design  is  not  ta 
^ords,  but  to  enforce  right  aentiments  in  the  manner 
1  I  think  best  adapted  to  the  purpose,  after  mucii 
lion.  To  most  of  my  readers  those  languages  are 
ar  ;  but  if  any  person,  not  particularly  conversant 
m,  should  honour  the  notes  with  a  perusal,  I  think 
rce  of  the  observations  may  be  felt  without  attending 
e  Greek  or  Latin.  In  all  regular  compositions  I 
ularly  dislike  a  mixture  of  languages.  It  is  uncouth 
tlegant,  and  sometimes  marks  a  want  of  power  in  the 
r.  In  works  of  any  dignity  or  consequence,  it  it 
!able,  if  a  passage  from  any  ancient  author  is  cited, 
islate  that  passage  in  the  text,  and  put  the  original 
bottom  of  the  page,  if  necessary.  We  have  in  tbil 
:t  the  authority  and  example  of  Cicero,  Bishop  Hurd, 
ir  William  Jones. 

I  general,  I  could  say  all  I  wished  in  the  text  and 
lent.  Some  subjects  are  indeed  so  impprtant,  that 
ibould  be  held  forth  to  public  light  and  viewed  in 

every 
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#vcry  point.  Satire,  in  this  respect,  has  peculiar  force. 
Vice  is  not  unfrequently  repressed^  and  folly,  presamp- 
tttOQs  ignorance,  and  conceit  sometimes  yield  or  vanish  at 
the  first  attack,  and  like  the  fabled  spirits  before  the  spell 
of  the  encbanter» 

Prima  vel  vote  Canentis 

CMCe^arif/yCARMENQUCTIMENT  AUDIRE  SECUNDUM. 

(?) 

1  again  declare  to  the  public,  that  neither  ray  name,  nor 
my  situation  in  life  mil  ever  be  revealed.  Conjectures  are 
free  and  open  to  the  world.  Every  one  il  at  liberty  to  fancy 
cases,  and  make  whatever  comparisons  he  thinks  proper; 
bm  suppositions  will  never  amount  to  fa3s,  nor  wild  conjee- 
lores  have  the  force  of  argument.  Inquisitive  or  iropertt* 
neat  writers  win  indeed  assert  their  own  conjectures  of  the 
sothor  with  stupid  and  unblushing  effrontery.  I  pretendnot 
*•  to  be  the  sole  depofitory  of  my  own  secret  ;**  but  where  tt 
is  confided,  there  it  will  be  preserved  and  locked  up  fer  ever. 
I  hare  an  honourable  confidence  in  the  human  character, 
when  properly  educated  and  rightly  instructed.  My  seeret 
will  for  ever  be  preferved,  I  know,  under  every  change  of 
fortnne  or  of  political  tenets,  while  honour,  and  virtue,  and 
religion,  and  friendly  affection,  and  erudition,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  gentleman,  have  binding  force  and  authority 
upon  minds  so  cultivated  and  so  dignified.  When  they 
fall,  I  am  contented  to  fall  with  them. 

My  poem,  and  all  and  each  of  the  notes  to  it  were  written 
without  any  co-operation  whatsoever.  I  expect  the  fullest 
assent  and  creditto  this  my  solemn  assertion:  and  I  expect  it, 
because  I  speak  the  truth.    I  have  not  been  assisted  by  any 

Doctors 

(f)Lucan|  1.6.  v.  27. 
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Doctors  in  any  faculty.  If  indeed  I  had  written  to  pleaM 
a  particular  man,  a  minister,  a  chief  in  opposition^  a  party* 
any  set,  or  any  description  of  men  exclusively ^  literary  or 
political,  there  is  not  a  man  of  understanding  in  the 
country  who  does  not  perceive  that  I  should,  or  rather 
that  I  must^  have  written  in  another  style,  thought,  and 
argument.  Of  such  motives  indeed  I  profess  myself  nor 
fliilled,  nor  studious. 

My  appeal  is  direct  to  my  Country :  1  know  and  feel 
the  situation  in  which  at  this  moment  (k)  she  stands* 
There  is  now  no  balance  left  in  Europe :  all  is  preparing 
to  sink  under  One  desolating  Tyranny.  Myopi* 
nion  however  is,  that  by  the  mercy  of  Providence,  and  by 
the  unremitted  attention  and  labours  of  our  constitutional 
statesmen,  and  the  united  efiTorts  of  ail  that  are  loyal,  brave, 
opulent,  wife,  learned,  powerful,  or  dignified,  we  may  yet 
"be  able  to  stand  in  this  evil  day,  and  hating  done 
**  aU  TO  stand/* 

Let  us  stand  therefore,  as  the  chosen  nation  of  old, 
the  insulated  memorial  of  true  Religion,  and  the  only 
Asylum  of  balanced  Liberty.  I  profess  myself  convinced, 
and  therefore  have  I  written.  I  entered  into  the  sanctuary 
of  the  Hebrews,  and  heard  the  voice  of  their  prophet ; 
**  Credidi,  propter  quod  locutus  sum.'*  This  was  the 
Yoice  which  I  heard,  and  it  was  a  voice,  as  Milton  wguid 
express  it,  "  thunderir^  out  of  Sion.'* 

Under  this  persuasion  and  conviction,  I  will  say  oC^his 
work,  there  is  in  it  but  one  hand,  and  one  intention.  It  will 

be 

(/J)  July  X797« 
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be  idle  to  conjecture  concerninf  ibe  author,  and  n^iore  than 
fQolish  to  be  very,  inquisitive.  To  mj  adversaries  I  have 
nothing  to  reply :  /  never  will  reply,  t  could  with  the 
most  perfect  charity  sing  a  requiem  over  their  deceased 
criticisms,  if  I  were  master  of,  what  Statius  callsj  the 

.  **  Exequiale  sacrum,  carmenque  minerihus  umbris 
•'  Utile."  (0     ^ 

Those  whom  I  wished  to  please,  I  have  pleased.  If  I  have 
disused  any  light,  it  is  from  a  single  orb,  whether  tempe- 
rate in  the  horiiton,  or  blazing  in  the  meridian. 

.'  Thus  much  to  silly  curiosity  and  frivolous  garrulity. 
But  to  persons  of  higher  minds,  and  of  more  exalted  and 
niore  generoui  principles,  who  have  the  spirit  to  under- 
stand, and  the  patience  to  consider,  the  nature  and  the 
labour  of  my  work,  I  would  address  myself  in  dther  lan- 
guage and  with  other  arguments.  I  would  declare  to 
l&m,*that  when  I  consider  the  variety  and  iitnportance  and 
extent  of  the  subjects,  I  might  say  that  it  'was  written, 
**  though  tor  no  other  cause,  yet  for  this,  that  posterity 
*'  may  know,  that  we  have  not  loosely,  through  silence, 
'*  permitted  things  to  pass  away  as  in  a  dream.'* 


I  would  declare  also  to  them^  that  I  delivered  it  as  A 
tiTERARY  MANIFESTO  to  this  kingdom  in  a  season  un- 
propitious  to  learning  or  to  pcNetry,in  a  day  of  darkness  and 
of  thick  gloominess,  and  in  an  hour  of  turbulence,  of  terror, 
and  of  uncertainty.  Such  persons  will  be  satisfied,if  thegFeat 
cause  of  mankind,  of  regulated  society,  of  religion,  of 
government,  of  science,  of  true  tafie,  and  of  good 
manners,    is  attempted  to  be  maintained  with  strength 

and 
(/)  Stat.  Thcb.  L.  6.  v.  125. 
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with  the  a]>plication  of  learning. ,  To  them  it  is  a 
tx  of  very  little  or  rather  of  no  moment  at  all  by 
n  it  is  effected.  They  have  scarce  a  transitory  ques- 
to  make  on  the  subject.  To  such  iinderstandings  I 
ngly  submit  my  composition,  and  to  them  I  dedt« 
the  work. 

shall  only  add,  that  if  they  (hould  read  all  the  Parts 
is  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature  with  candour 

with  attention,  whatever  the  connection  between 
1,  or  whatever  the  method  may  be,  they  will  most 
redly  find  "  that  uniformity  of  thought  and  design^ 
lich  will  always  be  found  in  the  writings  of  the  samt 

rson,  WHEN  HE  WRITES    WITH    SIMPLICITY     AND 

4     EARNEST." 


The  End  qfihc  Frrfaec  to  the  Fourth  DUdogue, 
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PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


DIALOGUE  THE  FOURTH  AND  ITaST .♦ 


as 


••  •  > 


AUTHOR. 
Oh,  for  that  sabbath's  dawn,  ere  Britain  wept. 
And  France  before  the  CroSs  believ'd  and  slept! 
(Rest  to  the  state,  and  slumber  to  the  soul !) 
Ere  yet  the  brooding  storm  was  heard  to  rolU 
In  fancy's  ear,  o'er  many  an  Alpine  rock. 
Or  Europe  trembled  at  the  fated  shock; 
Ere  by  his  lake  Geneva's  angel  stood,  '* 

And  wav'd  his  scroll  prpphetic  (a)  o'er  the  floods' 

With 

'    («)  It  is  remarkable  that  in  SwitxirJimd tppaxei  rut  thkib 
fiRiONs,  whoie  priaciple*^  doctrines,  and  practice,  («<  it  sum 

T  I, 

""  *■         *  ■!■■■■■■  I    ■  ■      .         I    ■■     I    f  I     ^  ■—  .1  ■  M>il  1^        11  ^ 

:^  Fint  priotcd  in  July  1797.       f  Lycophroo.  Qw>uA.  v.  5 


With  natties'(a9  yet  unheftrd)  and  symbols  iitMt 
Calvin  in  front,  and  Neckar  in  the  rear^  10 

BtH 

to  me)  hare  primarily  tnd  ultimttely  effected  the  great  change 
tod  downMi  of  regal  and  of  all  lawful  power  in  Eiiropei 
Calvin,  in  religion;  Rousseau,  in  politics;  and  I^eckar  bj  his 
administration.  £alvfn  and  his  disciplei  were  never  friends  to 
monarchy  and  episcopacy ;  but  I  shall  not  i^ere  contend  politi- 
cally or  theoIc^caHy  with  Bishop  Horsley  cotk^eititilg  Calvin» 
A  poet^s  words  are  better  for  a  poet.  I  have  looked  into  histoiy ; 
•nd|  as  I  think,  have  found  them  true.  Pryden  speaks  of 
Calvin  thus,  and  remarkably  enough ; 

The  iast  of  all  the  litter  8cap'*d  by  chance, 
Andff^m  GiMiWi first  iufutid  F«ancb.  («) 

KovssBAU,  (I  speak  of  him  here  only  as  a  political  writer)  tfj^ 
ibeuojustifiabfe,  arbitrary,  and  cruel  proceedings  against  him,  hi^ 
writings  and  his  penon,  in  France,  (where  he  was  a  strangeraafl 
to  whose  tribunals  he  was  not  amenable)  was  stimulated  to  pur—- 
.sue  his  reiearchet  into  the  origin  and  expedience  of  i»ri$  govern^ 
ment,  and  tAtwith  oppression,  which,  otherwise,  he  proliaUy  iievc^ 
irould  have  discussed ;  till  he  reasoned  himself  into  thedesperaC« 
doctrine  of  political  equality,  and  gave  to  the  world  fah  fnai/ 
ffesent,  •<  The  Soda!  Contract**' 

Of  this  woilc  the  Fftnch,  aince  the  Revoladoo,  have  Berer 

once  loaf  aij^ht.    With  tbem  i(  k  first  and  last^  atid  midst,  ao4 

wkhOdtend,  ia  all  their  thoogfica  #nd  public  actions.    Rousseaa 

ia»  I  believe,  the  only  man  to  whom  they  have  paid  an  implicit 

tnd  Mid0«/«fl% reverence;  and,  wirhpata figure,  have  wi^ithipped' 

in  the  Pantheon  5of  their  n^  Idolatry,  Itke^  another  Cliemc% 

II  t&e  ohicm  dread  of  Gallia's  sons.'' 

i^inciipf 

^)  The  Hind  and  Faat^er,  B.  i.  v.  179%        , 
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But  chief  Equality's  vain  priest,  RoussoaUf 
A  sage  in  sorrow  nursM,  and  gaunt  with  woe, 


fi/ 


Different  from  theses  ctme  NscKAt.    With  intentions,  as  I 

am  stiJi  iuclined  to  think,  upright,  pure  and  ]Osf«  but  with  a 

miod  impotent  and  unequal  to  the  great  work,  and  with  princi* 

pies  foreign  to  the  natufe  of  the  government  he  was  called  to 

regnlate,  reform,  and  condua;  a  fatal  stranger  for  France.    He 

wppressid  every  subject  sacred  and  civil  with  too  much  virhU^t^ 

He  was  sanctioned  by  popular  prejudice,  and  marked  by  aiisco* 

cratical  hatred ;  a  son  of  *'  Arpinas  Volscornm  a  monte.'*    H« 

came  to  lay  open  and  disclose  (and  he  did  lay  them  open  to  thef 

very  bottom)  the  mystery  and  iaiqoity  of  French  finance  and  of 

French  treasuries.    But  he  brought  with  him  to  die  coneys  of 

•  great  and  tottering  empire,  (which  ferbaps  might  have  been 

maintained  and  c^moHdaied)  the  little  mind  of  a  proi^ndal 

banker,  and  the  vanity  inseparable  from  human  nature,  when 

elevated  beyond  hope  or  ^pectadon.    What  was  the  tonae« 

.  quence  ^  for  a  while  indeed. 

Hie  Cimbros  cc  sununa  pericala  rerum 

Exeifitt  et  solus  trepidantem  ^^/^  Urben«* 

But  the  original  leaven  in  his  political  composition  was  ftopnlm'  & 

and  that  leavened  the  whole  lump*    We  know  the  rest,    Thf 

Emigrants  from  France  hava  never  pardoned  this  minister ;  and 

the  Romish  Priests,  in  the  spirit  of  their  order,  pursue  htm  itftii 

a  hatred  and  fiery  zeal  unquenchable  and  immortaL 

His  advke,  £rst  in  the  calling  together  (at  all)  of  the  States 

General,  and  afterwards  in  the  formation  and  distribution  of 

ahem,  g^ve  the  devoted  King  to  the  sca&ld,  and  the  roonarchf 

of  France  to  irreversible  dissolution.    I  speak  this  independently 

of  the  grand  conspiracy  against  ChriatiaBicy,  regal  power,  and 

^ijll  order^  whi9h  has  been  so  awfuUjr  and  so  convincingly 

T  a  diKloscd 

f  Jav,  Sat.  tr  V,  ft44| 


By  persecution  train*d  and  popish  zeal, 

Ripe  with  his  wrongs,  to  frame  the  dire  (b)  appedj 

What  time  Ais  work  tke  Citizek  began. 

And  gave  to  France  the  social  savage,  Man. 

Was 

<}ii€los^d  by  the  elot^aent  Abbe  Barruel*,  and  Profeisor  Robuon ; 
sjoce  ijirst  wrote  the  preceding,  reflections. 

.  -^ITor  my  pwn  part  when  I  contemplate  th^  convulaioni  of  £a« 
rope,  and  the  fatal  desolation  which  attends  republican  prin- 
ciples, tvbirtvir  tbey  mr>i'  introduced^  I  cannot  bot  rest  with  a 
momentary  pleasare  on  the  picture,  which  Plato,  in  his  ima^ntury 
f epublic,  (the  only  one  I  ever  could  bear)  has  drawn  of  a  man 
fatigued  with  the  view  of  public  affairs,  and  retiring  from  them 
in  the  hope  of  tranquility.  The  sentiments  are  such  at  the 
French  formerly  would  have  called,  Les  DeUtsseniens  de  Phomme 
sensible*    The  words  are  these: 

vparrcjff   oiov   cv  %6</Awyi  xmnofrn  xci   ^akns    Cmo  vrnvyMro^ 
fifOfAevH   iwo    rcix<oy  woarxf^  opcM  ths  ocTsXtss  xarainfjUK>jx^ 
^tLsws   avopu«r,   ayav£   u  Tcn  auros    xaSapor   oSixio^   te    jobs 
tswwv  tpyo/v,  rov  re  evGxis  Sioi  Cia/acrair  x«i  ragy  avaXkxyft^ 
mtMt  fA^roL  xaXiQ(  sXwiSo?  IXfo/r  ts  xai  ^vfAsims  aTaXXa^ermiJ^ 

(b)  Le  Contrat  Social,  par  J.  J.  Rousseau,  Citoten  dm 
Geneve. 

■-'■■'■  ■■  I  !■■*■■■■■  4l|  ■,       ,  ,      — ^li^p, 

*  Ste  Memoires  pour  servir  ^  THistoire  du  Jacobinisme,  par 
Mr.  L'Abbe  Barruel;  and  "  Proofs  of  a  Conspiracy  against  atf 
the  Religions  and  Governments  in  Europe,  in  the  secret  Meet* 
ings  of  Free  Masons,  Illaminati,  &c,  &c«  by  Professor  RobisQi 
of  Edinburgh.     (179;^.)  *      . 

t^  Flau>  de  Repub*  Ii«  $•  p.  496.  Op.  mol.  2.  Edit.  Sersani;^ 
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Was  it  for  this,  in  Leo's  fostVing  reign 
learning  uprose  with  tempests  in  her  train ;     i 
iVas  every  gleam  deceitful,  every  ray 
3ut  idle  splendor  from  the  orb  of  day  ?  29 

Jay,  were  the  victims  tnark'd  from  earliest  time. 
The  Flamens  conscious  of  a  Nation's  crime  ? 
i^Vhy  smoak'd  the  altars  with  the  new  perfume^ 
T heaven's  own  fire  descends  but  to  consume? 
Mas,  proud  Ga^lia^*s  fabric  to  the  ground 
^hat  arm  shall  level,  or  what  strength  confound ! 

Oh  for  that  hand,  which  o'er  the  walls  of  Troy  (r) 

Hlis  lightning  brandish'd  with  afutious  joy^ 

Her 

{e)  It  certaiDly  would  be  eonvintent^  (if  we  can  for  a  moment 
rifle  with  such  a  subject  as  the  present  French  war)  to  march  to 
'aris,  *^  and  like  another  (Bryant),  Qre  another  Trof ."    See 

<  a  Dissertation  concerniiig  the  War  of  Troy,  and  the  fixpedi- 

<  tion  of  the  Grecian«»  as  described  by  Homer ;  shewing^  that 
'  no  such  expedition  was  undertaken,  and  that  no  such  city  of 
^  Phrygia  existed."  Published  in  1796^  but  there  is  no  date  to 
he  title  page,  I  find  it  difficult  to  give  an  opinion  on  this  inge- 
lioua  treatise. 

Whatever  comes  from  the  author  of  ^^  The  Analysis  of  ancient 
'  Mythology »*'  should  be  treated  with  nmy  great  respect.  His 
:haracier  is  venerable,  and  bis  erudition,  as  J  think,  without 
in  equal.  Of  all  subjects,  I  should  have  thought  this  subject 
VVi  QnC|  on  which  an  enquiry  might  have  been  iii«titu{^d  with- 

T  J  ©U4 
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Her  state^  her  arms,  her  fleets,  her  very  name 
Gave,  as  in  mockery,  to  poetic  fame,  30 

And 

W  ofence ;  but  this  has  not  been  the  case.  The  offence  hu 
been  considered  as  deep  and  wide,  aad  the  inflaence  of  the 
pinciple,  in  some  respects,  dangerous  and  aJarming.  The  faith 
of  history  has  been  represented  as  atucked  in  its  strongest 
fbrtreM,  and  evetf  the  sacred  writings,  as  matter  of  historical 
faith,  implicated  in  the  discnsaon.  Some  persons  hare  even 
declared  that  Mr.  Bryant  had  no  /ight  to  touch  the  subject. 
That  nothing  can  be  more  contrary  to  reason  than  to  suppose^ 
that  the  existence  of  a  city,  and  a  war,  of  which  we  have  read 
"with  delight  from  our  boyish  days,  should  be  called  in  qnestioa. 
That  thdr  pleasure  is  snatched  from  them ;  and  soch  a  poefli« 
'withoat  an  historical  fact  for  a  baiis,  cannot  be  inttresting» 
^hey  allow  the  amplification  of  poetry,  and  it's  embellishments, 
mnd  even  the  anachronisms  of  Homer.  But  Troy  did  ezir^ 
and  the  Grecians  did  once  besiege  it,  and  Hector,  Achilles, 
Agamemnon,  and  Diomede  were  as  real  heroes,  as  the  Arch« 
duke  Charles,  Bonaparte,  Lord  Qomwallis,  or  Tippoo  Saib  ia 
modem  wars. 

I  ftrily  should  smile  ot  many  of  these  objections,  if 'they 
Hid  not  freqoendy  come  from  persons  of  conseqoence  and  of 
fcaming.  Most  certainly  however  I  will  quarrel  with  Douaa 
•<  about  Sir  Archy's  Great  Grandmother."  They  who  ile 
acquainted  with  the  science  and  subfect  ^f  frtimtitaiis^  will  best 
dedde  the  question  for  themselves,  and  I  will  not  iotrride  Hqr 
-judgment:  it  is  a  question  of  probability,  and  not  Of  proof. 

Latona^and  Jnpiter  may  perhaps  be  said  in  this  contest  to 
tegard  Mr.  BaTAMT,  as  they  ySprswr^  did  their  own  offiipringi 
ApoHo, 

Tb  fkX^y  HAIZONTA  Met"  oOmmMri  esM^^i.  (a) 

{4)  Horn.  Hynm.  ad  ApoU. 

Fat 
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And  with  the  fire  of  Philip's  loa,  uofurl'd 
His  classic  standard  o'er  a  wond'ring  world> 

Till 


For  my  own  part,  I  am  equally  pleated  with  a  poijBiiiibuiided  on 
ihe  iDCtamorphosb  of  Apiileius*  or  on  any  modern  £ction,  if  all 
<be  essential  and  integr^il  parts  of  a  poem  are  presprved;  if  the 
characters,  manners,  and  actieijis  are  human»  and  consistent  wiih 
the  supposed  situations  of  the  personages.  This  to  me  is  sof* 
^cienc ;  and  perhaps  poetrvt  as  ^uch,  may  be  a  gainer  by  Mr. 
Bryant's  laterpretation.  I  rather  hail  the  omen  in  these  times  of 
poetical  sterility. 

But  nothing  can  be  further  from  the  dignity  of  Mr*  BryaAt*s 
eharacter,  than  the  imputation  of  having  attacked  the  faith  and 
credibility  of  ancient,  or  of  any,  history.  It  it  scarcely  enthfed 
to  notice.  What  was  Troy  ?  with  what  part  of  history  is  it 
connected  ?  Is  not  the  Trojan  war  an  insulated  solitary  fact  ?  If 
it  were  done  away,  is  any  historical  event  whatever  made>to  fall 
vvith  it  ?  When  it  is  stated  thaty^ifr  hundred  and  thirty  ships  (no 
matter  of  what  size)  were  employed  by  the  Grecians  in  the 
Tfojan  war  in  the  twelfth  oentory,  and  only  eightj  tfint  in  the 
Peloponnesian  war  in  the  fifth  century  before  Christ,  ii  this 
matter  of  serious  history  ?  Is  not  the  whole  allowed  to  pats  eveii 
the  bounds  of  any  probability,  bat  that  of  a  poet  ^ 

I  remember  hearing  a  gentleman  state  timilar  questions  to 
these  with  much  earnestness  and  apparent  convictioii,  but  without 
warmth.  He  seemed  to  understand  somethii\g  of  the  subject^ 
and  though  I  conceived  some' points  were  pressed  indiscreetly 
and  unnecestarily  by  Mr,  Bryant,  I  replied  that  I  thought 
SMT^  as  he  didj  and  I  said  with  the  most  good-natured  Eqroxia 

T4  '  «f 


U  296  ] 

Till "  Hom«r's  sprite  did  tremble  all  for  grief. 

And 

of  the  AcademicSy  **  Almost  thou  perioadest  me  to  be  1 
**  Bryantiau.'*  I  think  they  who  are  the  itroDg;est  in  opposidon 
to  Mr*  Bryant,  if  they  were  even  Inquiiitors  *,  and  eoold  fbice 
liim  CO  hold  a  lighted  torch  in  his  hand,  and  make  a  retractatioa 
of  his  errors,  and  the  amende  honorable  in  the  Eglise  de  Notre 
Dane  de  Cybelb  Mere  de  tons  let  Dieux  Paiens,  would  be  con« 
tented  with  the  Catholic  form  of  words :  *'  Qnesti  erano  gK 
^  scherzi  d'ona  penna  poctica,  non  gli  sentiment!  d'on  mnixnQ 
«•  catoilco ! " 

Yet  considering  all  that  I  have  heard,  and  thi  fuartir  fifom 
which  it  came,  Curius  qaid  sentit,  et  ambo  Scipiadae,  aid  the 
insignificance  of  the  question  itself,  bat  as  a  matter  of  amnas* 
ment ;.  though  in  common  with  many  othen,  I  should  have  lort 
*  much  individual  gratification  and  instruction,  yet  I  wish  this 
Dissertation  on  the  war  of  Troj  bad  "nevir  hem  VJritti9  at  all* 

(»7970 

I  will  now  add,  on  a  more  enlarged  view  of  this  pleasing  and 
classical  controversy,  which  has  been  carried  on  with  much  aai* 
jnatipn,  Mr.  Bkyant  has  fought  singly,  and  step  by  step^  with 
Ibe  most  determined  and  un$brinking  bravery  against  the  onit^ 

attacks 


•0i 


*  I  am  sure  Gilbert  Wakefield  is  even  mTi  tl^mam  Ittfmiiit§r  in 
all  his  principles  literary,  civil,  and  religious.  $ee  bis  indeoent 
letter  to  Mr.  Bryant  on  the  war  of  Troy.  Bat  above  all,  see  hts 
Letter  to  Mr,  Wilberforce-  The  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Alva 
under  Philip  IJ.  or  the  Public  Accuser  of  the  RevoludoQaf7 
Tribunal,  under  Roberspierre,  never  exhibited  $uch  a  ptper. 
There  isno  deceit  in  Gilbert  Wakefield :  heis,  just  what  he  seema. 
It  is  plain  to  see  whu  he  expects,  and  wfy  be  writes*    (t  797.) 
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^nd  cursM  th'  access  of  that  celestial  thief,"(</) 

Ph,  for  a  Bryant*!  hand  I 

OCTAVIUS, 

gttackfl  of  youth  and  age,  of  travelled  Dilettanti,  and  of  clo^^ 
icholari* 

rPANTH  r9^o^opoif  xai  waprspov  iioif  snxrcv! 

It  is  t>eyond  the  sqop^  of  this  work  for  me  to  trace  this  faaci* 
pating  journey,  this  progress  through  the  delightful  land  of 
fairy^  or  to  expatiate  among  the  desolations  of  time,  and  these 
fcenes  of  ancient  fame.  But  surely  that  scholar  is  little  to  be 
admired  or  envied,  who$e  enthusiasm  does  not  grow  warn^er 
lunid  the  ruins  of  Uiom,  or  who  can  hear  without  emotion  the 
imaginary  murmorsof  Scamandcr  and  $imoi$. 

But  as  for  thes,  thoa  illustrioos  and  venerable  man,  tbo« 
unsullied  glory  and  umbaken  support  of  ancient  literature  and 
it*f  haHowcd  dignity,  I  must  be  allowed  in  this  closing  address 
10  say,  that  in  whatever  researches  thou  hast  been  engaged,  ia 
tby  long  and  bright  career,  whether  imparting  to  the  world  solid 
instruction,  deep  erudition,  ingenious  conjecture,  or  liberal 
pmosfment,  (very  classical  power  from  above  has  always 
regarded,  and  must  still  regard,  thbe,  thy  labours,  and  thy 
iplendid  talents  with  complacency,  with  gratitude,  and  witk 
firide* 

KaXff  ^ai  ia)/i  iiQxs*  aiyhri  ie  re  2*  o^pif  i^osivei! 
TlcifS  afet  Tf^CfjLvnaiHf  TTayra/g  Bvufjivov  eoyrx; 
l^ufTixai  Baifajoio  r*  axof^  xeu  ynpaog  aXxap ! 

(Nov,   i8oo.) 

(J)  Two  lines  from  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  Sonnet,  prefixed  m 
f fCAser*!  Fairy  Queen. 

t  Hpmer*  Hymm  ad  Apollincflif 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Methinks  you  smile. 
And  fain  vvould  land  me  on  the  wand'ring  isle. 
Where  the  learn'd  drain  Acrasia's  foaming  bowl. 
Till  round  the  Sun  their  heads  with  Gebelia*s(^)  roll; 

Not 

{e)  GebeliD.— If  many  persons  in  the  learned  world  have  thought 
Mr.  Bryant  unadvised  in  the  discussion  of  the  war  of  Troy  in  the 
twelfth  century  A.  C.  wliat  must  we  say  to  Mr.  Court  de  Gebe- 
lin,  who  has  actually  endeavoured  to  nason  us  inH  a  htHtf^  that» 
the  Sounders  •/  the  Roman  State^  Romulus,  and  ^Eaiva,  weri 
only  allegorical  personages,  and  were  in  reality  rcpfcaentatirea 
of /A#  Smn^  and  worshipped  as  such.  Mr.  Gebelin  if  a  OMia  of  tho 
snost  various  erudition,  and  if  he  were  as  well  known  as  Mr. 
Bryant,  his  attempt  would  have  been  noticed.  But  few  people 
]>erhap5  have  had  the  curiosity  to  look  into  nine  volumes  in  4to« 
of  the  **  Monde  Pnmitif  analyse  et  compare  avec  le-Mondc 
*«  Moder ne  par  M.  Court  de  Gebelin.** 

It  may  be  entertaining  to  some  persons,  if  I  give  a/mv  partU 
culars  cf  this  singular  question.  The  Fourth  Volume  of  Mr. 
Gebelin's  work  consisuof  the  **  Historic  Religtcux  du  Cakndrier» 
*'  ou  dcs  Fetes  Ancicnncs."  The  fifth  Chapter  of  the  second  Book 
(VoL  4.)  is  the  **  Histoire  des  Gemuiux  Roroains,  Romulaa  cc 
*'  Remus/*  Mr.  G.  says,  ^*  Les  Romaios  eurent  aassi  leurs  Alle« 
*'  gorifs  sur  le  double  Soleil  successif  de  Tannee ;  \\i  tapfUfmriui 
**  a  leur  Remus  et  Romulus,  hcs  noms  sent  aUegoriques,  et  tous 
^  relatifs  a  I'anBee."  p.  264.    Rcnausi  it  60Ci0S|  aigoified  tbi 
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j  .  » 

Nor  heed  the  pause  of  (/)  Douglas,  Wakefield's  rago, 
I     N^or  Hallmn  (^}  trembling  for  the  sacred  page,     40 

'  -Nor 

St7ir  in  tbcwkiter,  and  Romulus  b  the  snmmer!  By  an  easy  proof, 
^  aaysy  **  Uf  en  firenc  la  fete  des  jL/mures  pour  ^mures,  &c» 
P*  363.  In  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  same  book,  we  read :  Noa« 
^voos  vi  dans  le  cliapitre  precedent,  que  Romulus  etoit  le  so- 
'^1 ;  que  toot  le  prowvoit.^^And  what  is  the  proof?  Truly 
^^s ;  **  Le  nom  de  sa  mere,  celai  de  son  pere,  son  frere,  la  more 
^  de  son  frtre  (Remus),  son  propre  nom,*'  &c«&c.  Q^E.  D. 

Mr.  Gebelin  has  not  yet  done,  nor  IsVlv.  Gebelio  yet  satisfied. 
<)e  next  converts,  by  means  of  his  so/or  microscope,  Romalut  *" 
itito  Hercm/is /  But  hear  his  words:  **  Ce  qu*  exprimoienti 
^*  Get  ^ard  les  Grecs  par  TApoth^ose  d'fiirrr«/r,  les  Romains 
**  Texprimerent  par  TApotheose  de  Romdlos."  But  when  he 
speaks  of  Quirinus,  another  name  of  Romulus,  the  force  of  art 
«nd  of  froof  can  go  no  further.  Hear  him  agaiu :  **  Qairinos 
'  ^*  (noro  de  Romdlas)  hi  traduction  litiraU  de  Me/carthey  on  Meli^ 
'*•  arte,  que  portott  HtremU  fJhcz  les  Tyritm,  est  uwe  autrs 
^^  PKBUVX,  fu^omreganioit'^ovLVhvs  €»mmehZ  SotBXL/'  ,p.  269! 

I  cannot  help  observing  that  in  this  same  4th  Vol.  p.  42 t«r 
Mr.  Gebelin  informs  us  that,  ''  Sur  le  18  Fevrier  on  celebroit  b 
^  FetcdeVRomuhis,  -and  at  the  same  time,  (nrher  inauspicioMsljr 
**  to  be  sure)  on  celebroit  la  Fcte  des  Foux/'  I  suppose  on 
the  celebration  of  la  Fers  des  Foux,  cards  of  invitation  were 
•ent  round  by  the  Pontifex  Maximus  to  the  Antiquaries  of  those 
days,  afld'I really  think,  If'Mr* -Gebelio 'had 'been  produced  ae 
that  time,  he  would  not  have  been  without  bis  card,  with  a  few 
Others,  to  be  distributed  «iMr0»^v(i^^iV;ri//. 

Indeed  these  Jiliramtnta  docirha  are  sometimes  amusing,  but  in 
f^li^  (hey  are  ratlicr  a  subject  f)f  serious  regret  from  their  conse- 

^juencQi 
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Nor  Gillies  (A)  crying^  what  shall  we  peruse? 
What  is  my  work  ?  mere  records  of  the  Muse  j 
And  lo !  by  Bonaparte's  iron  pen,  (/) 
The  tale  of  Rome  may  be  Troy's  tale  again. 

AUTHOR 


quences  on  the  public  mind.  There  is  no  end  to  the  absurditit 
from  this  source,  when  we  resolve  all  ancient  persons  aiM 
events  into  allegories  and  Egyptian  mysteries;,  till  as  we  bafi 
just  seen,  Ron UJ.US  and  Remus,  The  founders  of  the  Romij 
Empire,  become  (according  to  Monsieur  Gebelin's  Order  ^ 
Firingy  after  a  grand  Escojutterie^  or  volley,  of  Serficnts  am 
j/arj>. transformed  into  Rom\n  Suns;  Remus  intheWmtcfj 
9nd  Romulus  in  the  Summer !— See  i\it fro^s  above. 

(/)  The  Rt.  Rev.  Dr«  John  Douglas,  the  present  BishoptI 
Salisbury,  (1797-)  Author  of  the  Criterion*  and  of  other 
acute  pieces  of  reasoningi  which  will  be  long  remembered  ai4 
admired. 

{g)  Dr.  Hallam,  the  present  Dean  of  Bristol.  (1797*) 
(h)  Author  of  4  History  of  GreecCf 

(i\  The  tremendous  conquests  of  Bonaparte  in  Italy  and  A. 
Germany  remind  us  too  much  of  the  words  of  the  Roman  Htsi 
torian ;  **  Si  Capti  vos  aspiceres,  Molof$i,Thessali,  Macedond 
Bruttius,  Apulius;  si  pompas»  aunim,  purpuras,  signa,  tabulih 
Tarentinacquc  dcliciac."    Flor,  Lib,  1.  C.  18.  (i727«. 
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AU.THOR. 

No;  other  thoughts  iny  laboring  soul  employ. 

That  springs  anew  to  long-forgotten  joy ; 

I  range  in  Fancy*s  consecrated  round. 

And  meet  the  poet  on  a  poet's  ground. 

Nor  seek  historic  truth  of  time  and  place. 

But  truth  of  manners,  character,  and  grace.         50 


The  Bards  who  once  the  wreaths  of  glory  wore, 
Cloath'd  in  translucent  veil  their  wond'rous  lore; 
The  tales  they  sung  a  willing  age  believed, 
Charm'd  into  truth,  and  without  guile  deceiv'd^ 
Where'er  they  rov-d,  young  Fancy  and  the  Muse 
Wav'd  high  their  mirror  of  a  thousand  huesj 
They  gaz'd,  and  as  in  varying  guise  pourtray*J 
Aereal  phantoms  hov'ring  round  them  play'd. 
Gave  to  each  fleeting  form,  that  shot  along. 
Existence  everlasting  as  their  song;  60 

And  as  by  nature's  strength  the  tablet  grew, 

fUpture  the  pencil  guided  as  they  drevv. 

OCTAVIUS. 


/    . 
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O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 


Nay  now  you  soar  indeed ;  another  flight. 
And  the  wing'd  courser  bears  you  from  my  sight : 
You're  strangely  mov'd. 

AUTHOR. 

The  matter  is  my  own; 
I  never  shar*d  the  profits  of  the  gown. 
Nor  yet,  with  Horace  and  myself  at  war. 
For  rhyme  and  victuals  {i)  left  the  starving  Bar, 

I  never 

(k)  This  was  lately  done  by  William  Boscawen,  Eiquift^  an 
Etonian,  first  a  Barrister  at  Law,  now  a  Commiisioner  of  the 
Victualling  Office|  and  (by  an  easy  transition)  Translator  of 
Horace.  Negatas  artifex  sequi  voces,  (Pers.  Prol.)  In  this  refi^ioa 
of  my  work,  I  have  no  more  space  to  allot  to  Mr.  Botcawen  tf 
his  rhymes.  It  is  the  fate  of  some  men  to  describe  tiie  history 
of  an  art|  without  making  any  Jtrogress  in  it  themselvesf  t9 
write  verses  without  inspiration,  and  satirical  poems  witbovt 
satire.    But  what  said  Boileau  ? 

^*  Attaquer  Cha/ielain?  ah  !  c*est  an  si  bon  homme: 

*'  U  est  vrai,  s*il  m'eut  crii ,  qu'il  n'eut  point  Aiit  des  vcil| 

**  11  se  tut  &  rimer.     Que  n'ccrit  il  en  prose? 

**  Voili  cc  que  Ton  dii.  Et  que  disje  autn  ciw*^*"(x798)  • 

Nothing 
*  Boileau  Sat.  91 
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I  never  lov*d  JOean  Dewlap's  vacant  looks, 
Or  purchasM  empty  praise  from  empty  books ;     70 
I  leave  at  sales  the  undisputed  reign 
To  milk-white  (/)  Gosset,  and  learned  {k)  Spencer's 
train. 
No  German  nonsense  sways  my  English  heart, 
Unus'd  at  ghosts  and  rattling  bones  to  start : 

I  never 

Nothing  indeed  is  less  acceptable  than  plain  truth  to  irritable 
«9d  implacable  rhymers;  but  I  must  say,  that  the  unresisting 
icnbecility  of  Mr.  Bosctwen's  translation  disarms  all  patiicular 
Criticism. 

£t  quidnam  egregium  prostemere  mxrn^fiarvd 

Structa  lyrdf* 

(/)  Nota  bookseller  of  reputation  in  London,  Payne,  Edward^^ 
White,  &c.  &c.  is  unacquainted  with  Dr.  Gossct's  "  milk 
•*  'oohite  vellum  books,"  when  he  wishes  to  make  an  exchange. 
The  RevereiKi  Dr*  Gosset  is  present  at  ail  the  Bonksal^s  in 
file  metropolift,  and  he  certainly  is  a  good  scholar,  as  well  as 
a  good  judge  of  the  valae  of  books.  Doctor  Gos9tt*s  /iriced 
catalogues  in  Ats  cwn  hand  are  said  to  be  in  nn  umniarufted  series^ 
mecejit  one.  They  are  also  said  to  be  equal  in  use  and  value  to 
**  The  curious  collection,  in  regulnr  and  unJcuhted  accession  of 
•*  ^ike  Tickets  of  the  Islington  Turtt^He  from  its  first  institution  to 
*•  the  20th  of  May  inclusive,"  recorded  among  the  presents  m^6e 
%o  the  Antiquarian  Society,"  when  Sir  Matthew  Mite  was  ad*" 
'  Aiittcd  Fellow,  and  made  his  speech  on  that  occasion.f 

♦  Statius  L,  JO. 
f  Foote's  Nabob,  Act  2. 


C    304    1     ' 

I  never  chose,  in  various  nature  strongs 
Logic  for  verse,  or  history  for  song^ 
But  at  the  magic  of  Torquato*s  strain. 
Disarmed  and  captive  in  Armida's  chain^ 
To  Godfrey's  pomp  Rinaldo  still  prefer. 
Nor  care  if  ranting  Wakefield  {kk)  thinks  I  err.   io 

To 


No  penoQ  is  n^w  obliged  to  make  an  iniuguntioa 
speech,  when  he  is  admitted  Fellow  of  the  Aotiquarian 
Societjf*  The  noble  President  observed  in  one  c^  his  sfitcki 
that  the  custom  ceased  and  determined  at  Sir  Matthew  Mite's 
election,  as  appeared  by  the  recwd^  copied  by  Mr.  Foote 
and  inserted  in  his  Nabob. — Ego  si  risi,  lividus  et  moidu 
▼idear?  The  little  Doctor,  I  think,  will  be  the  fint  to  smile 
himself;  as  he  is  an  ingenious,  learned,  sensible^  and  cbear/ul 
man. 

(I)  The  Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Spencer,  the  munificent,  and  I  iiny 
add,  the  learned,  sensible,  and  very  intelligent  collector  of 
every  valuable  work  in  literature.  I  record  with  pleasure  hit 
*^  Palatine  Apollo,"  that  munus  Apolline  dignnm  ! 

(ii)    Gilbert  Wakefield.— We  give    up    (but    with    grcif 
reluctance)   Virgil,    Horace,  and  Lucretius,  but  we  will  not 
give  up  the  Constitution  of  England  sacred  or  civil,  to  histor* 
turing  hours.     **  Cr incus  adsuetus  urere,  secare,  inclemester 
oflinis  generis  libros  tractare>  apices,  syllabas,  voces,  dictionMr 
coofodere,    et  stylo  ex'gcre,    non  contincbit  isle   ab    integro 
(Rbipublicje  nostra)  ststu  crudeles  ungues?  &c.  &c.  Qrat^ 
Petri  fiuroianni  Lugd.  fiat,  ijso,"  I 
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To  Hurd,  not  (/)  Parr,  my  Muse  submits  her  lay^ 
Fleas'd  with  advice,  without  a  lust  for  praise ; 
Who  marks  her  errors,  him  she  deems  her  friend^ 
Fond  to  correct,  but  never  to  defend. 
With  patriot  aim,  and  no  irreverent  rage. 
Without  one  stain  of  party  on  the  page. 
From  Grecian  springs  her  force,  her  art  she  draws. 
Firm  in  her  trust,  ennobled  in  her  cause; 
Her  moral  none,  the  verse  some  few-  disdain : 
Yet  not  a  note  she  sounds  shall  sound  in  vain,      90 
While  Bryant  (m)  in  applause  with  Baker  (»)  joins, 
Gifford  {0)  approves,  and  Storer  {p)  loves  the  lines : 

Though 


(/)  See  the  account  of  Dr.  Parr's  style  and  writings.  P.  of  U. 
Dialogue  III.  &€•  with  the  notes.  When  the  reader  has 
considered  the  whole,  perhaps  he  may  be  inclined  to  say  witk 
the  comic  poet  of  Athens, 

nr«\o*  i«  ^7«  KOMnOA AKT0OT  trsirfif !  ♦ 

(m)  Jacob  Bryant,  Esq.  Author  of  the  Analysis  of  Ancient 
Mythology,  ice.  &c.  &c» 

(«)  Sir  George  Baker,  Bart.  Physician  to  the  King,  a 
Gentleman  of  deep  and  extensive  classical  knowledge.    Hia 

U  compositiofli 

5  Aristoph,  Acham.  tub  fin. 
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-Though  still,  a  stranger  in  the  sacred  climf^ 
Somc^ay^  I  love  not  poetry,  but  thyme* 

Offspring  of  other  times,  ye  visiom  old ! 
Legends,  no  more  by  gende  hands  unroU'd, 
Magnanimous  deceits!  where  £sivour'd  youth 
Finds  short  repose  from  formidable  truth ! 
Oh  witness  if,  e*er  silent  in  your  praise, 
I've  passM  in  vice  or  slodi  inglorious  days,         IM 
cfiut  raised  for  you  my  firm  unaltered  voice. 
Fancy  my  guide,  and  solitude  my  dioice. 

Though 

composidons  are  written  1(1  the  purest  Latintty,  worthy  of  an 
Etonian.  His  situation  in  life  sufficiently  declares  his  professional 
talents.    (1797*) 

(«)  Wmiam  GiSbrd,  Esq.  Author  of  the  Bstffatd  and  d» 
Maeviad. 

Q)  Anthony  Storer,  Esq,  a  Gentleman  of  fortune  and  fashion, 
talents  and  accomplishments.  He  was  educated  at  feton  axA 
Cambridge,  His  attainments  in  literature  are  various  and 
considerable ;  and  few  men  have  a  nicer  skill  in  the  principlit 
of  just  and  legitimate  composition  than  Mr.  Storer.  He  has  ruJ 
QvinTihiAN  nvith  efectf  (Mr.  Storer  will  understand  me  per- 
liBCtly)  and  he  has  drawn  his  knowledge  and  judgment  from  tke 
best  wriurg  and  critics  of  antiquity-  and  of  modera  tunc*    (^797*) 
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Though  mw  (q)  no  Syrea  vpice  be  beard,  no  strain 

Ascend  from  Pindus,  or  Arcadia's  plain ; 

No  Gcaccs  round  th*  CXympian  throne  of  Jove 

Bid  the  nine  virgins  raise  the  chant  of  love. 

The  harp  of  Taliessin  lies  unstrung. 

Close  by  the  loorn^  where  Death's  dread  justers  sungs 

Unfelt  each  charm  of  Odin's  magic  tree. 

With  many  an  uncouth  Runic  (j)  phantasy,      1 10 

The  symbol  deep,  and  consecrated  rhyme, 

Trac'd  with  due  reverence  in  the  northern  clime.    • 

Though  uow  no  tempered  lance,  no  magic  brandy  « 

No  Durindana  (/)  waves  o'er  fabled  land; 

(q)  I  mean  by  these  and  several  foUpwiog  lines  to  ol^serye, 
that  the  Pa^an  FabJe  u  now  exbausted|  and  the  specious  miracles 
of  Gothic  Romance  have  never  of  late  years  prodaced  a  poet* 
Perhaps  the  latter  were  more  adapted  to  true  poetry  than  the 
pagan  inventions,  Witii^ss  (he  ^ublimer4>roductions  of  modera 
Italy. 

(/)  Mr,  Mathias,  (the  Author  of  the  Essay  on  the  Evidence^ 
&c.  on  ihe  long-disputed  sabject  of  the  pocQis  aidibed  to 
•  Rowley  in  the  1 5th  century,  and  which  I  mentioned  in  a  note  to 
llhe-First  Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L.)  several  years  ago  attempted 
to  excite  the  cariosity  of  the  public  to  the  remains  of  northern 
antiquity,  by  n  lyrical  ionitation  of  some  Runic  fragments.  I 
wish  the  example  had  been  followed.    (1797'} 

WThe  sword  of  Orlando. 

U  ? 
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No  nightly-rounding  Ariel  floats  unseen, 

Oi flames  amazement  o*er  the  desert  green  5 

No  wizards  hold,  some  blasted  pine  beneath. 

Their  horrid  sabbadi  on  the  darken'd  heath ; 

Say,  are  the  days  of  blest  delusion  fled  ? 

JVlust  fiction  rear  no  more  her  languid  head?     12^ 

No  more  the  Muse  her  long-lost  transports  know^ 

Kor  trace  the  fount  whence  living  waters  flow  ? 

Awake,  ye  slumbVing  Rulers  of  the  song ! 

Each  in  your  solemn  orders  pass  along; 

Jn  sacred  radiance  o^er  your  mountain  old 

Yet  once  again  your  dignities  unfold. 

And  fill  the  space ;  your  scepter'd  glories  claim 

And  vindicate  the  great  Pierian  name*. 


OCTAVIUS. 

Are  these  a  poet's  only  themes  ?  I  fear, 
\^Q  verse  like  this  will  find  a  patient  ear*  139 


AUTHOR. 
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AUTHOR. 

Hear  yet  awhile. — The  dread  resistless  powV, 
That  works  deep-felt  at  inspiration's  hour. 
He  claims  alone — 


OCTAVIUS, 


Who  claims  ? 


AUTHOR. 

The  favoured  Bard,  (h) 
Who  nobly  conscious  of  his  just  reward. 

With 


(a)  I  mean  kere  to  give  a  character  of  the  Poet,  as  sucbf  and 
f  the  sources  whence  the  art  itself  is  drawn.  I  would  wirii  to 
x'press  generally^  what  Produs  (in  one  of  bis  dissertations  on  the 
ToXiTEix  of  Plato,  ed.  foL  Basil.  1534.  p.  403.)  would  call  with 

sablicne  dignity,  the  Ilao-av  iloiriTiwn^  e^iv  iistKxtJLi:wra,Vt 
fhcn  the  poet  exerts  his  highest  faculties  or,  (in  the  language 
f  Proclus  in  the  same  place)  Orav  Evd8(ria^a;y,  %ai  iMis 
Anaais    xaroxog  a;v,  xara   THN    IIPXITHN  tvBpye^  KAI 

:N®E0N  nOIHTIKHN.  I 

,    U  3  A  selections 
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Wi  th  loftier  soul,  and  undecaying  might. 
Paints  what  he  feels  in.  characten  of  light. 


He 


A'  selection  of  various  chapters  from  this  work  of  Proclas  on 
the  IIoXirEta  of  Plato,  which  relate  to  poetrj,  might  be  made^ 
tnd  published  by  some  ingenious  scholar;  as  they  would  be 
perfectly  new  and  originahto  many  persons.  I  know  not  (better 
Greek  scholars  than  I  am  may  know)  whether  at  present  there 
is  any  edition  at  all,  but  that  printed  at  Basil,  in  Greek,  withoot 
any  Latin  translation.  They  exhibit  what  this  philosopher  of 
genius  (in  p*  40i»  on  the  Tpsis  thai  rvs  TIoiTnrtxnSf)  terms,  the 
TiQv  TCtn  noi9)TA;v  fjiAViX¥  Kiv»//^yif}yT6  Kou  xiV8aav«  xau  vhnfHiJLsm 
(ivuBeV^  xai  SIS  a>Jka  Sia7rop9/x£t/»(7av  rviy  exeidEv  EXXapL>l/iy« 

Philosophers  like  these*  Apollo  and  all  his  choir  were  once 
supposed  to  address  in  strains,  which  few  scholars  will  heir 
without  delight.  They  are  to  be  found  in  thfi  life  of  Plotinaii 
the  Platonic,  which  was  written  with  some  eloquence  (at  Icttt 
Politian  thought  so)  by  his  disciple  Porphyrius :  * 

KXn'iJ^of  MHtras*  ^tn^ijv  ova  y^pvaao'^ou^ 

TlafA^anots  lAyjxifn  Vdevap/u.oviairi  r*  spcjou^, 

Oiov  67r'  AiatKiii^  am<rau  yppov  exXiqI^^v 

A6devarA/v  fMXvtaiaiVf  hyi^npstAiai  r*  aoi$<xir« 

AxXa  76  Mbcraa/v  Upos  y^opos  oLHUirojyL&t^ 

IEas  h  eTTiTCniOYns  aotSns  npfjLara  vaoTir, 

Vfj^M  xai  Ev  iji^ffffaia-iv  Eyor  4>oifo(  Cfltdi^trirnr* 

I  would  also  present  the  following  passige,  from  m  grett  Room 
master,  to  every  rising  Youth  of  genius  in  this  kingdom.  VI 
could  perceive  his  countenance  brightenilng  as  he  reids,  and  the 
powers  of  his  soul  kindling  into  a  fancied  or  antidpacied  cnoMrfitioai 

1  should 

% 

*  Plount  Vita.    In  limine  Oper.  ^lotini  Edh.  Ficmi.  fianlec 
yoxxc. 


[e  turns:  and  Instantaneous  al}  atound 

liffs  whiten,  waters  niiarmuF,  voices  sound ; 

Portentous 

should  say  to  him,  as  Herodotus  once  said  to  the  Father  of 
lacydideSy  when  he  perceived  the  tear  of  enthusiasm  falling 
MB  the  boy,  at  his  recital  of  **  the  Expedition  of  Xerxes  against 
the  general  Liberty  of  Greece."  The  scene  was  the 
lympic  games,  Herodotus  before  his  Country,  and  Thucydides 
(  auditor.  Can  I  rouse  the  attention  yet  more  ?  at  such  a 
>ment  he  pronounced  these  wjords:  Ofya.  4  Ot^ai;  m  Cit^  on 
OS  (jiaBvifjLara.*  Let  some  future  Poet,  Who  now  perceavea 
himself,  what  Statins  calls  the  *'  cruda  exordia  magnas  Ia« 
doiis,'*  hear  and  perpend^ 

Legere  si  desideras, 

Vaces  oportet,  Eutyche,  a  negotiis, 

Ut  liber  animus  stfitiat  wm  earminii 

Mutandum  tibi  propositum  est,  et  vitas  geiiDSj 

Intrare  si  Musariim  limen  cogitas« 

Ego,  (quern  Picirio  nater  enixa  est  jugo, 

In  quo  tonanti  sancta  Mnemosyne  Jovi» 

Foecunda  novies,  artium  peperit  chorum;) 

^afffvis  in  ipsd  ftnt  natus  lim  scbold^ 

Cur  am  qui  hahemii  fenittu  corde  irojerim^ 

Et  laude  invitd  in  banc  fitam  incubuerim^ 

Fastidiose  tamen  in  coptom  recipior. 

Rem  ipe  profess^qi  diipec  aliquis  ^ravem : 

Sed  lieeratae  cuox  sim  propioi;  Craecia?,    - 

Cur  somno  inerti  dcseram  Pa(ri^  decus  ? 
I  never  read  this  tran^cendant  strain  of  genius,  without  feeling 
en  my  own  mind  hlled  for  a  space,  with  ail  the  fulness  of  the 
\tt ;  Neque 

*  Marcellini  Viu  Thucyd.  p.  8.  Thuc^d.  edit.  Huds.  Ojlod. 

U4 
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Portentous  forms  in  heav'n's  aerial  hall 

Appear,  as  at  some  great  supernal  call.  146 

Thence  oft  in  thought  his  steps  ideal  {x)  haste 

To  rocks  and  groves,  the  wilderness  or  waste; 

To 

Neque  eniin  Aonium  nemos  Advent  luttro» 
Kec  mea  nunc  primis  albescuDt  tempora  victit.* 

(;r)  I  speak  of  the  effect  of  Ucal  situation  on  the  mind  of  the 
poet.  But  if  any  man  of  genius,  fancy,  and  learning,  in  the 
vigour  and  noon*day  of  his  life  and  faculties  should,  from  some 
circumstances  for  ever  to  be  regretted,  be  unfortunately  deprived 
of  the  power  of  visiting  these  great  and  awful  scenes  of  nature, 
and  the  monuments  of  ancient  art ;  an  imagination  bold  tod 
fervid  may,  in  some  degree,  supply  that  want  by  recourse  to  the 
most  finished  representations  of  them  by  sublime  painters  tod 
artists.  Stoart,  Wood,  and  Piranesi  may  raise  ideas  worth/  of 
the  Poet,  and  pour  upon  his  fancy  all  the  ancient  dignlijr  of 
Athensj  of  Palmyra,  and  of  Rome.  Alas!  these  scenes  are  closed 
for  ever.    Non  £go  sum  vates,  sed  prisci  conscius  aevi ! 

I  cannot  but  present  my  reader  with  the  form  of  mm  Omih  on 
8uch  a  subject,  from  the  last  classical  Poet  under  the  expiriog 
monarchy  of  France,  the  famous  Delisle.  I  am  as  ready  on  this 
subject,  as  himself,  to  swear  at  the  high  altar  of  the  Muses ; 

**  Helas  !  je  M*ai  foimt  vu  ce  sejour  enchante, 
**  Ces  beaux  lieux  ou  Virgile  a  tantde  foischant^; 
**  Mais  j*en  jure  et  Virgile,  et  ses  accords  sublimes, 
*'  y^irai:  de  1*  Apennin  jefranchirai  les  cimes, 
'*  J'irai,  plein  de  son  nom,  plein  de  ces  vers  sacres, 
'*  Les  lire  aux  memes  lieux  qui  les  ont  inspires." 

Les  Jardinsj  L<  l| 
*  Stat.Achill.  I.  i.  v^io. 


I  in  I 

0  plains,  where  Tadmot's  (y)  regal  ruins  lie 

1  desolation's  sullen  majesty : 

T  where  Carthusian  (z)  spires  the  pilgrim  draw, 

nd  bow  the  soul  with  unresisted  awe ; 

/"hence  Bruno,  from  the  mountain's  pine-clad  brow, 

arvey'd  the  world's  inglorious  toil  below ; 
'hen,  as  down  ragged  cliffs  the  torrent  roar'd, 
rostrate  great  Nature's  present  God  ador*d,     150 
nd  bade,  in  solitude's  extremest  bourn, 
.eligion  hallow  the  severe  sojourn. 


To  HIM  the  Painter  gives  his  pencil's  might; 
Jo  gloom  too  dreadful,  and  no  blaze  too  bright, 
Vhat  time  to  mortal  ken  he  dares  unveil 
The  inexpressive  form  (j)  in  semblance  firail. 

To 

(y) "  He  buUt  Taitmor  in  the  Wilderness/*  Chron.  B.  a.  ch.  «. 
,  4.  It  is  remarkable  that  Mr. Wood  observes,  that  the  nativc% 
:  this  day,  call  Falmjra  by  the  original  appellation  of  ^adm^r. 

(«)  The  famous  monaster}',  called  ««  The  Grande  Chartreuse.** 
'he  retirement  of  Saint  Bruno. 

Im)  The  Pictures  of  the  Supreme  Being  by  Raphael  and 
lichael  Angelo*    There  is  one  picture  of  the  Suprbmb  Being 

X  leparating 
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And  o*cr  his  bosom  broad  forget  to  spread 

Bath's  dangling  pride,  and  ribband  rosy-red ;  (e) 

Friend  of  the  Church  tht  fiicus  Grafton  (/)  prove  ; 

Or  Sutton  [g)  cease  to  claim  the  public  love,       19s 

And  e*er  forego,  from  dignity  of  place^ 

His  polish'd  mind  and  reconciling  grace  ; 

Or  Yorke,  {h)  regardless  of  his  .sacred  trusty 

To  unobtrusive  merit  be  unjust ; 

Porteous 

enemy  ;  and  I  believ^e  Mr.  Pitt  thinks  so.  Inconsiderate  sentences 
vttcred  publicly  by  members  of  either  House  are  very  daa- 
geroosy  and  do  much  harm*  The  dogma  is  remembered,  and 
the  comtnent  is  forgotten.  Bishop  Horsley  and  Mr.  Wyndbaa 
(both  men  of  great  natural  and  acquired  ability)  should  be  jsoro 
attentive  in  this  particular* 

• 

{t)  Bishop  Horsley  is  Dean  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  and  b 
a  bold  rival  to  the  late  learned  knighr.  Sir  William  Draper,  in 
making  <'  that  bloshing  ribband  the  perpetual  ornament  of  bis 
**  person.'*    See  Junius,  in  his  Third  Letter,  and  Bishop  Horsley 

€'V(ry  fwbtrem 

[f)  See  the  Duke's  Hints, — Rather  broad. 

[£)  The  Right  Rev.  Charles  Manners  Sutton,  Bishop  of 
Norwich.  ,  A  Prelate  whose  amiable  demeanour,  useful  learning, 
and  conciliating  habits  of  life,  particularly  recommend  his 
ephcopal  character.  No  man  appears  to  me  so  peculiarly  marked 
€>ut  for  the  highest  dignity  of  the  Church,  ait  muctmii^  tt 
Dr.  ScTTON.     (July  1797.)     . 
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Porteous,  the  f$yal  (/)  prelate,  firm  to  truth. 
Forget  the  primal  patron  of  his  youth ; 
Moore  to  his  synod  call,  of  unction  full ; 

Or  Barrington  be  meek ;  or  Watson  dull. 

Sooner 

(*)  The  Right  Rev.  Japes  Yorkc,  D.  D.  Bishop  of  Ely.  The 
nf9luntary^  mnsoliciiai  offer  of  the  Mastership  of  Jesus  College  m 
Cambridge,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Paley,  so  well  known  in  the  Hterarjr 
and  ecclesiastical  world,  deserves  to  be  publicly  mentioned  as 
an  instance,  almost  solitary,  of  generous,  liberal  discernment  in 
the  innportant  collation  of  academical  dignity.  The  Univecsity 
regrets  the  absence  of  Dr,  Paley,  one  of  the  ablest  instructors 
slie  ever  could  boast;  and  Bishop  Yorke  must  be  recorded 
as  one  of  the  friends  of  learning.  It  is  no  mean  honour  to 
associate  the  name  of  Paley  with  that  of  Yorke.  *'  £t  me^r,  ti 
'*  quid  loquar  audiendum,  vocis  accedet  bona  pars."  (Nov*  1797.) 

{i)  The  Right  Rev.  Beilby  Porteous,  Bishop  of  London.  Sep 
the  Dedication  of  his  Sermons.  1  think  him  right  in  recording 
his  elevation  as  the  immediate  voluntary  gift  of  iloyal,  and  tunc 
of  ministerial^  favour. 

Sic  gem  mas  'vagina  infronti  solebat 
Ponere  zelot^po  Juvemis  pa^ELATus  Hiarbae! 

The  choice  was  approved  unanimously  by  the  country,  and 
justified  by  his  own  merits  and  conduct*  But  I  admire  still  more 
Dr.  Porteous's  affectionate,  grateful^  and  elegant  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  his  venerable  Patron,  Archbishop  Seckbr;*  a 
^lame  never  to  be  uttered  but  with  reverence,  as  the  great  exem- 
plar of  metropolitan  strictness,  erudition,  and  dignity.  The 
union  of  such  patrons  must  for  ever  mark  the  character  of 
Buhop  Porteous.    (1798.)  ^ 

f_  See  his  Life,  jast  r/pub)ished,  with  n  proper  attention  to  the 

lime* 
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Sooner  Stentorian  (k)  Davies  cease  to  talk,  . 
And  for  kis  Eton  q\iit  his  Bond-street  walk; 

Sumner 

(i)  The  Rev.  Jonathan  Davies,  D.  D.  Provost  of  Eton 
College;  a  learned,  pleasant,  generous,  open-hearted,  good- 
iempeced  man,  but  in  conversation  rather  too  much  of  a  Stcntor, 
who  is  declared  by  Homer  to  have  had  m  voicf  igmit/  /#  Jlf^ 
j$tbir  men.  The  Epithets  of  Homer  are  all  s^gnificii^^  and  I 
therefore  give  the  Imcs. 

Or  TOfTOjf  avUfraax:  020N  AAAOI  DENTHKONTA. 

Mr.  Provost  has  an  invincible  partiality  for  the  ,chiariDS  cf 
London,  whenever  his  duty  4oes  not  oblige  him  to  be  at  hii 
Lodge.  The  reason  is  simple ;  the  air  at  Eton  nov  and  tben 
bites  shrewdly,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Extract  from  a  M.  S.  found  in  Long  Chamber  at  Eton;  the 
lund  writing  conjectured  to  be  that  of  Dn  Hbatk  the  Head 
Master,  and  of  one  of  the  Assistants.  It  was  found  on  one  of 
Mrs.  Heath's  Ball  Nights  during  Lent^  given  to  the  Lauiomm 
Futri  for  the  advantage  and  credit  of  the  School.    -(Not.  1797.) 

Fictnas  alii  Veneres,  Charitumque  chortat 
Carmine  concele brent;  nos  Fen  dogma  severumj 
Triste  tenant  pulsa  nostrd  tetudine  chorda  ! 

Eton  School,,  like  many  other  great  and  .useful  |>QbIic 
Schools,  stands  in   need  of  many,  new  and  strtag  rt^plMt   ' 
which  the  interests  of  this  kingdom,  in  common  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  time,  call  for  with  a  voice  not  to  be  dyuxgard^lrf 
^  the  masters  and  governors. 

Perhaps  the  very  existence  of  the  kingdom,  in  it*f  .prcsayt 
constitution,  depends  upon  the  undeviating  compliance  with  tl^e 

prcsenl 


« 

Sumner  (^  drink,  deep  of  the  Castalian  ^ring  ; 


Oc 


present  form  and  mode  of  classical  (and  I  hope  of  religioqs) 
instroctioDy  so  long  and  ao  wisely  established  in  our  pablic 
schools.  If  we  desert  and  abandon  it|  the  principles  and  strength 
of  THE  Ekglish  character  for  sense,  discretion,  solid  learn- 
ing.  and  sound  understanding  will  fall,  to  rise  no  more*  We 
shall  be  destroyed,  over-run,  or  disgraced  with  National  Insti- 
tutes, French  morality,  French  learning,  and  French  jargon, 
politicalaad  metaphysical.  No  lustration  can  purify  us  any  more* 

*0<ov  0  rot  VoXXd/vof  eoBto'aro  Aa^vi^o;  op<^^! 

•OI AA'^OAON  TO  MEAA0PON !  Ixar ,  Inas  h<rw  oOs^rfou 

ICsi  ^  vuxa  Super ^  hoXu  voii  ^OIBOS  apaa-^Bi,* 

This  is  a  subject  which  sbottld  be  considered  by  cvcfyFatkcr 
of  a  family,  and  by  every  Goardian  of  young  Persons  in  this 
country,  with  the  most  impressive  seriousness.  Undoubtedly  the 
expence  attending  an  education  at  mmj  great  public  school,  (I 
•peak  not  only- of  Eten)  is  wow  fiU  in  such  a  manner,  as  I  fear 
it  will  be  difficult  forParents  long  to  supply,  or. to  continue. 
Whence  does  it  >arise  ?  Is  there  a  remedy,  in  fori?  I  thijjc 
there  is. 

To  my  certain  knowledge,  the  expences  of  any  public  school^ 
^i  such^  are  increased  but  in  a  small,  and  in  a  very  reasonable 
proportion  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  Mode,  fashion,  ciis* 
torn,  vanity,  and  inconsiderateness  occasion  the  chief  causes 
of  complaint*  Fashionable  private  tuiiion  is  indeed  nti^  as 
expemive,  or  rather  more  so  in  some  cases; 

I  would  £rst  propose,  that  no  Master  or  Instructor  in  any  of 
•or  fuhlic  schools,  should  be  suffered  to  keep  a  Boarding  House, 
or  have  boys  to  board  with  him.  The  character  of  the  "  />/ 
?*  hdi€t  farsnJd  attonitus  Doctor,*'  shouid^be  done  away, 

and 
*  Callm*  Hymn,  ad  ApoU, 


Or  Langfoid  leave  off  preaching  to  the  King^  (m) 


Or 


and  the  custom  wholly  abolished.  This  might  easily  be  effected, 
by  a  ^Mfra/,determination  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentlemen  of  thb 
kingdom.  Surely  all  Boys,  of  every  description  and  rank,  might 
now  board  at  the  general  and  established  Boarding  honsesi  the 
expences  of  which  are  liberal,  unvarying,  and  regulated.  From 
tMch  OH  iqualitj  of  education  nothing  is  to  be  apprehended. 

The  next  question  may  be  this ;  Is  there  a  necessity  for  a  8oy 
to  have  a  Tutor  in  «»>  public  school  ?     Why  must  he  have  one? 
It  is  perhaps  a  source  of  unnecessary  expence  (and  sometimes  of 
'  BO  very  commendable  traffic);  and  which  is  still  worse,  it  promotes 
negligence  and  idleness  in  boys,  and  prevents  their  reliance  on  thcff 
<iwn  faculties  and  indispensable  application.    Thirdly,  I  am 
confident  that  by  the  attention  and  superintendance  on  the  partof 
the  parents  or  guardians,  the  expence  of  bills  might  be  cwiiiT' 
ahfy  lessened ;   and  in  regard  to  books  in  particular.  For  want  qf 
precaution,  there  is  no  limit  to  the  elegance  of  the  editions,  or  of 
the  binding.     School-books  are  never  costly.     This  i^  a  single 
instance ;  but  on  such  and  similar  instances  I  cannot  condescend 
to  expatiate  :  I  would  be  useful,  and  therefore  not  tedious. 

The  greatest,  most  serious,  and  most  alarming  cause  is  be- 
hind, over  which  the  masters  can  have  no  control.  It  is  this: 
Private  or  pocket  money  given  with  a  heedless,  wamton,  tad 
inconsiderate  profusion  unknown  in  former  times. 

We  are  told  in  the  /i^era/  spirit  of  the  day,  that  all  boys  mnuhe 
gentlemen,  that  they  must  act  as  other  boys,  and  havi  mo  tmftMHm 
U  kc  mean.  Suppose  this  granted.  How  is  this  enormous  expence 
to  be  supplied  ?  By  the  argument,  it  is  no  part  of  the  unavoid* 
able  expence  of  education.  But  a  boy's  purse,  it  seems,  should  be 
always  full;  that— That  what?  that  he  may  he  under  m  tmpt^^ 
tin  to  be  eHe^n.    Can  we  be  now  ignoraut  what  is  the  sense 

affixed 


Of  good  Paiamon^  {ntm)  worn  with  classic  toil. 

Complain 

iiffixed  to  meanness  by  a  modern  pampered  boy?  Well  then: 
tie  has  00  temptation  to  be  mean.  fiut.  f^om  a  filll  purse»  Ykis 
be  no  temptation  ta  be  wicked  ?  no  temptation  to  be  idfe 
and  negligent  ? '  A  horse,  perhaps  I  may  be  told^  is  sometimes 
allowable.  Why  ?  that  he  may  attend  races^  I  suppose^  or  be 
in  town,  now  and  then,  perhaps  for  a  whole  night*  His  purse 
most  be  full.  Why  ?  that  he  may  go  to  the  tavern,  drink  his 
bottle  like  a  gentleman,  and  90W  aod  then  slink  to  the  gaming[ 
table,  and  become  a  man  of  honour  in  good  time.  Liquors  are 
rebellious  in  the  blood,  and  then,  as  ihe  purse  is  full,  the  fore- 
Jbead  will  not  long  be  bashful •  iThe  means  of  weakness  and  de- 
bility need  not  be  ivecej;  they  are  every  where  obvioas  and 
obtrusive. 

Such  is  thb  education  of  boys  with  a  pull  ruasi. 

A  poet  once  spoke  of  moderation,  and  government  in  exfence^ 
in  other  terms : 

O  nondum  cognita  Divi^m 
Miineral  virtutis  custos  et  arnica  pudofif 
Luxuriae  froenum,  vitae  turela ! 
But  such  expences,  it  may  be  said,  are  for  patrician  boys.   Are 
they  then  separated  from  the  rest }    Is  there  no  contaf^ion  of 
example  ?     What  are  our  public  streets  by  day,    or  our  theatres 
by  night?    The  eye  may  see,  but  the  ear  might  distrust  the 
report.    Bat  a  full  purse,   it  seems,  is    \try  neceflary  for  a 
boy,  ibat  he  may   not  he  mean.     Surely  this  is  most  ruinous 
and  contemptible  sophistry. 

» 

la  education,  and  in  the  government  of  a  state,  every 
obstacle  should  be  opposed  to  wickedness,  and  to  the  means  of 
wickedness.  There  should  be  a  donble  restraint*  All  passions 
fubmit  ultimately  (with  the  great  majority  of  mankind)  to  the 

X  inability 
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inability  of  gratifying  thetn,  and  the  dispOsitioli  is  best  prepared 
by  the  discipline  of  necessity. 

In  boys  arid  youths  of  ingenuous  tempers,  sometimes  filial 
piety,  a  regard  for  their  nearest  relatives,  the  advantage  of  a 
good  character,  and  the  pleasure  of  a  good  conscience,  operate 
with  the  better  and    more    honourable    part.    But    human 
infirmity  is  not  to  be  trusted :    it    never  y^t  was  trusted 
with    security.    Laws,   regulations,    and   strong    institutions 
have  the  greatest  power  to  enforce  good  manners,  when  tfae 
Parents,  Guardians^  Instructors,  and  Masters  c9'^/crate  Mlf 
in  their  several   functions.     It  must  be  remembered,  I  am 
speaking  of  the  education  of  ioyr^  and  not  of  confirmed  habits  o( 
cxpence,  of  wickedness,  or  of  depravity  in  nttn.     The  wisdom 
find  experience  of  those  to  whom  I  am  addressing  myself,' in 
pul>lic  schools,  will  easily  supply  what  I  have  omitted;  fori 
Jiave  omitted  much.    Every  gentleman  in  the  country  may  co* 
operate  in  this  important  and  patriotic  attention,  at  such  i 
period  as  the  present. 

It  is  also  not  to  be  dissembled,  (it  is  i^r  office  ta speak opeoly 
and  boldly)  that  Bojs  now  actually  divide  themselves  iBtt 
political /iarths.  There  is  Indeed  a  general  licentiousness  of 
spirit  among  modern  boys,  which  the  public  good  requires  to 
be  effecmaUy^  pw^erfully^  and  instantly  repressed.  It  is  not  bf 
false  and  specious  liberality  that  this*evil  is  to  be  subdued,  fi 
masters  and  governors  are  firm  and  inflexible  in  their  regular 
tions,  what  can  the  children  do?  I  laugh  at  the  idle  apprehension 
of  rebellion  in  a  School. 

If  I  were  the  Head  Master  of  Eton,  I  would  begin  by  TBI 
ABOLITION  OF  THE  UQt^TitM  imtnediately.    It  iivery  improper, 

aad 


Dr  Warren  (o)  in  his,well*curv^d  palm  confound 

An 

and  very  foolish.  There  is  a  meanness^  find  sonietinies  a^ 
audacity^  in  this  authorized  mode  tf  collecting  /n^on/ty  vn  the  highway ^ 
which  I  wonder  young  Gentlemen  of  birch  and  family  are  not 
ashamed  (f^  and  can  even  wish  to  continue*  It  is  soicbthino 
BETWEEN  ALMS  AMD  BLUNDER.  Hafrow  school  has  DO  longet 
its  ancient  and  dangerous  custom  of  **  shooting  for  the  silver 
**  arrow."  I  mention /^  a^^/iV/offS^ the  hontbh  (though  it 
fmv  occurs  but  once  in  three  years,)  only  as  an  introduction  to 
many  other  salutary  and  necessary  restrictions  in  all  public 
schools.  I  have  seen  the  nature  of  a  rebellion  (as  it  is  called) 
in  a  college  and  a  schoolj  and  nothing  can  be  more  foolish  and 
impotent. 

If  the  Parents^  Friends,  and  Guardians  co-operate  with  Mas« 
ters  of  Schools  and  Colleges,  what  can  children  and  young  men 
nltimattly  effect^  when  it  is  considered,  by  what  laws  and  hopes 
their  future  interest,  and  advancement  in  life  are  bound-iny 
cabined,  and  confined  ?  The  majority  of  such. petty  Revolu* 
tionists  and  embryo  Democrats  are  always  restrained  in  a  sh»rt 
timej  and  their  successors  never  feel  the  absence  of  what  they 
never  expected. 

Let  every  master  of  a  College,  and  of  a  public  School 
boldly*  and  vigorously,  and  instantly  adopt  the  words  and 
spirit  of  Cicero  to  his  friend  Atticus.  **  In  qua  Ego  nactus^  ut 
>**  mibi  videbar,  locum  i.k8Ecandje  LiBiDiNit  bt  coeb« 
^  CEND^  juvBNTUTis,  vchcmcns  fui,  et  omnes  profitdi 
**  vires  animi  atque  ingenii  mei,  non  odio  adductus  aliciijus» 
•'  sed  sjte  rei/iuhlk a  corrigenda  et  iananda  civitatis.  AffLICTA 
•"  EST  Respublica  !*'^  I  hope  this  note  will  be  regarded 
with  the  attention  it  calls  for  from  the  public— At  all  events^ 

X  %  now 

;  Cic.  Ep,  ad  Attic.  L.  i.  £•  184 
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An  ancient  guinea  with  a  modern  (/)  pound ; 

Sooner 

yiow  ind  ever;    ^*  Salve,  magna  Parent   doctrinsT^  £tonia 
•*  TILLU8  Magna  Viriim  !"     (Nov.  1797.) 

The  daily  and  hourly  experience  of  all  which  is  passing  in 
public  schools,  and  in  none  more  than  at  £ton,  calls  ^with  an 
increasing  impatience  and  in  a  deeper  tone  for  the  strongest 
and  most  instant  regulation.  I  maintain  that  nothing  is  neces- 
aary  to  produce  the  great  national  effect  which  is  now  required, 
or  rather  demanded  imperiously*  but  a  solemD^  conscientiousi 
unshrinking  exertion  of  the  legitimate  power  and  authority 
which  are  now  vested  in  the  Masters  of  public  schools.  Bat  a 
timid  complaisance  to  boys,  (whieh  they  always  despise)|  aa 
unwarrantable  connivance  at  their  irregularities,  and,  conse« 
quently,  at  their  notorious  vices,  and  a  contemptible  recourse 
to  half- measures  in  urgent  and  perilous  cases,  which  call  for 
decisive,  exemplary,  and  finalcoercion,  will  utterly  annihilata 
the  sense  of  duty  and  obedience,  and  with  them,  of  all  virtue. 
Sound  discipline  and  sound  instruction  must  move  together 
undivided  and  inseparable;  the  heart  and  the  head  must  be 
equally  regarded,  whence  are  the  issues  of  the  future  li(c, 
salvation,  and  glory  of  this  kingdom.  Petty  accomplishments, 
a  paltry  liberality,  and  shameful  cowardice  in  the  Masters  of 
the  Schools,  will  bring  on  the  Shipwreck  of  all  public  ^  ichdastict 
and  academical  imtitutiom^  and  then,  in  the  words  of  Junius, 
*^  Trifles  alone  will  be  preserved,  while  every  thing  which  is 
^^  solid  and  valuable  will  sink  to  the  bottom,  and  ie  Usi  ftr 
**  tverr    (Added  Nov.  1800.) 

(/)  The  Rev.  Humphry  Sumner,  D*  D.  lately  elected  (No^' 
1797)  Provost  of  King's  College  in  the  University  of  Cambridge. 
So  it  is:  Mussat  tacito  Doc  tr  in  a  timore,  I  can  have  no  per- 
sonal objection  to  a  very  worthy  and  a  very  gogd  natured  man, 

I  but 
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tut  public  considerations  make  ma  reQeet  deeply  on  such  a 
inbject. 

fFi  lament  the  bss  of  a  Provost  venerable  is  advanced  age, 
dignified  in  his  deportment,  and  of  classical  erudition  deep, 
iisfful,  and  extensive.  In  the  extremest  boundary  of  human 
life  without  the  throbs  of  agony,  or  the  cold  gradations  of  dis* 
solution  and  decay^  supported  and  sustained  by  .;Sr«uiik  ilial 
piety,  (that  blessed  bQunden  duty!)  he  came  as  a  shock  of  corn^to 
the  ground  in  his  season.  Such  was  William  Cookb^  D.Dc 
Frovost  of  King's  College. 

But  when  I  think  on  all  the  eligible  doctors,  and:  learnt  men^ 
worthy  of  succeeding  to  the  office,  who  belong  to  our  paramoupt 
and  royal  College,  I  must  own  the  choice  surfifises  me  at  such  a 
time  as  this.  I  comfort  myself  that  I  have  no  vote.  At  the 
very  moment  when  defence  is  more  than  ever  called  for,  k 
aeems  as  we  had  recourse  to  the  system  of  in^ciew^  for  public 
support. 

•  know  not  into  what  form  our  University  may  at  last  be 
changed.  It  may  be  turned,  for  ought  I  can  tell,  into  an 
Academia  degli  Arcadi  e  degli  Buffi  caricati.  It  may  be  sufi* 
ported  by  the  violation  of  every  principle  of  Academic  dignityi 
an^  by  an  unworthy  familiarity  of  learned  gowns-men  with 
necbanics  and  shop*folks.  It  may  become  an  appendage  to  th6 
Corporation  of  the  Town  of  Cambridge.  Are  ive  not  elbowed 
on  the  floor  of  our  own  Senate  House  by  an  impudent,  unqua« 
lified  intrusion  of  Borough^mongering  Mercers,  and  rustling 
^en-milliners?  Oxford  might  teach  us  better  lessons:  she 
^nows  hef  dignity,  and  preserves  it.    I  have  nothing  kft  bi;t 
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to  deploK  the  ehmge  among  ourselrei ;  wonld  to  hd^teSi  I 
could  avert  it* 

Uai  quippe  vacati  studiisque  odiisque  carenti, 
NawToHi  lugere  genus  !*' 

Let  the  University  of  Cambridge  however  be  converted  ioto 
«nj  thing,  but  a  seminary  for  French  principles  and  tmmal 
democracy.  Let  ua  consider  a  little  to  whom  we  give  our  con* 
A|cnce.  Should  the  revenues  of  any  College  be  entrusted  to  the* 
tdministration  of  the  partisans  of  democracy?  Should  the 
insigne  of  a  ChanceUor's  authority  be  borne  by  a  ssltelliteof  i 
French  Directory  ?  I  think  not.  The  robe  of  Ca^ar  was  folded 
graccfuUyi  when  he  fell  in  the  Senate.  Let  us  at  least  remembei 
that  \2 

I  confess  it  boldly,  my  principles  are  strong  unto  salvation^ 
and  if  I  had  authority,  I  would  thoroughly  purge  the  floor.  It 
may  be  done  now\  but  how  long  the  power  may  be  caadBued 
to  us,  I  fear  to  conjecture.  The  Monasteries  were  dluoWedi 
when  they  became  useless.  His  Grace  of  Grafton,  our  Ckan? 
cellor,  has  indeed  given  Hints^  but  they  are  for  Dissenters  and 
Socinians ;  the  orthodo^cy  of  the  High  Steward*  Mr.  Pitt,  oiigbt 
yet  support  the  establishment*  Some  Colleges  have  watched 
over  the  principles  of  the  men  proposed  for  the  tuton ;  but  all 
tove  not  io  watched.    Must  I  say,  as  the  Poet  did  of  A^hilletl 

Stdpet  A^e  primo  i 
<^ae  loca  ?  qui  fluctus  ?  ubi  Pelion  ?  wmia  verni^ 

AMtiglfta  Vti^ef  I   DUBITATOyt  AONOSCE&f  MAT&Blf  !* 

I  wottld  not  suffer  the  Musfe  of  Satire  to  descend  *aaioo| 
S^hook  and  Colleges,  but  upon  the  most  mature  wd  the  moil 

w^htf 
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v^ighty  deliberation.  Perhaps  this  is  the  last  public  remon- 
strance which  will  ever  be  made.  I  would  not  scatter  my  words 
lightly  in  every  ear»  but  I  would  graft  theip  where  they  might 
grow  and  bear.  At  this  hour  the  State  is  shal^ing  through  alt 
her  departments  :  and  nothing  is  now  indifferent,  which  can 
supply  aliment  for  health,  or  remedies  for  a  mcuti4  ^btempera^ 
ture. 

The  grand  and  chief  supporters  of  our  Country  in  the  Par« 
liament,  the  Law,  and  the  Church,  must  fir9ceed  from  the  Uni« 
versities.  Upon  them,  primarily  and  ultimately,  as  to  our 
governors  and  legislators,  Domus  inclinata  recumbit.  Nothing 
ihould  be  suffered  to  diminish*  or  to  sully  the  character  of  o«r 
Athens,  and  pollute  the  fountains  of  Ilyssus*  In  these  retire- 
ments, every  science,  and  every  art,  and  every  accomplishment 
which  are  good  and  essential  to  man  in  civilized  society,  may 
be  pursued  with  effect;  and  a  solemn  accoiint  rendered  to  the 
kingdom.  In  them  the  Youth  of  this  Kingdoo)  may  best  learn 
the  foundation  of  all  knowledge;  the  principles  of  evidence  in 
sacred  and  human  affairs ;  the  nature  of  legitimate  argument  ; 
the  eternal  power  of  truth  opposed  to  the  subtleties  of  sophistry  ;' 
the  proofs  of  revelation,  and  the  best  introduction  to  it,  the 
higher  philosophy  of  Greece  and  Rome  ;  the  sources  of  his- 
tory; the  finished  models  of  classical  literature,  and  those 
glone;  the  principles  and  laws  of  ancient  composition;  the 
abhorrence  of  conceit  and  forced  thought ;  and  the  life^springs 
of  taste  and  of  good  conduct.  Whatever  can  bring  forth, 
strengthen,  amplify,  cultivate,  enlighten,  purify,  and  direct 
the  powers  of  the  human  mind,  within  those  limits  which  are 
prescribed  by  it's  great  Creator,  and  not  beyond  them;  all 
these,  and  if  there  be  any  other  praise,  or  any  other  vii  tue, 
Vbict)  preserves  and  continues  to  man  the  blessings  oi  lawful 

%  4  governmentt 
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government^  and  of  subjection  to  Gop,  the  Author  of  a]I 
Order,  it  should  be  there  prosecuted,  recommended,  taught, 
and  enforced. 

I  call  upon  the  ministers  of  the  Crown,  upon  the  solemn 

Council  of  the  Nation,  upon  every  one  who  bears  legal  rule 

and  legislative  authority  in  the  kingdom,  to  hear  me»  and  to 
answer  me. 

Has  the  State  nothing  to  do  with  the  Governors  and  Tutors 
of  such  hallowed  and  important  retreats  of  arts,  and  elo- 
quence, and  wisdom,  and  religion?  By  their  very  nature 
they  are  consecrated  to  a  high  and  holy  ministry,  to  a  strict 
fealty,  and  bounden  service  to  their  country.  T^eir  Jig', 
nity  emd  necessity  can  he  laid  firosti  ate  by  themselves  alonr.  If  they 
are  true  to  their  own  cause,  if  they  will  rouse  themselves  into 
a  vindication  of  the  great,  original,  master  principles  on  which 
they  were  founded,  they  may  continue  to  be  the  lights  of  th^ 
Jiingdom.  They  will  again  be  what  they  always  should  be,  ^ 
Tcvof  exXfXTov,  a  Aao^  its  TrBpnroina-^Vf  a  Ba^iXetov  Ispocrtv/Atf, 
the  best  and  the  strongest  literary  bulwark  and  fortress  agaiDS^ 
deception,  error,  sophistry,  anarchy,  and  the  wildness  of  polit 
tical  and  religious  confusion. 

lam  not  speaking  out  of  season,  or  without  necessity ;  lam 
speaking  in  soberness  and  in  truth.  While  the  words  are  passing 
from  mp.  Jam  THUBiE  juxta,  |jt  tevebrosa  vorago.* 

I  will  extend  an  observation  or  two  on  the  method  of  Academic 
eal  study*  I  own  I  never  had  a  very  great  fear  or  apprehension* 
that  the  severe  and  most  indh/tensablc  studies  of  Mathematics 
and  Natural  Philosophy  should  be  generally  carried  too  far, 
lAto  the  uunost  recesses  of  any  study  few  are  permitted  tQ 

fotcf 

*  Stat.  Theb,  L.  6. 


[    3^9    ] 

Or  Wilbcrforce  range  {rr)  lawless  through  the  town  j 

Or 

enter.  In  Academical  education,  the  great  aim  and  end  should 
be,  to  recommend  the  study  of  original  works  principally,  t 
think  almost  exclusively.  If  these  are  not  attended  to  at  the 
University,  they  are  seldom,  if  ever  read,  (I  am^ure  with  little 
effect)  at  any  other  period  of  life.  I  am  rigid  in  this  opinion  ;  for 
I  have  seen  it*s  good  effects  in  men  of  eminence  who  adhered 
to  it.  *'  Say,  wouldst  thou  hear  it  from  our  mouths,  or  from 
"  our  Masters  ?*'  were  the  words  of  the  weird  Sisters;  "Call 
«<  them,  let  me  see  them;"  was  the  reply  of  Macbeth.  In  this 
spirit  would  I  consider  the  books  proposed  for  the  subjects 
of  public  lectures.  By  way  of  instance,  Locke,  Grotius^ 
Puffendorff,  Cumberland,  and  Woollaston,  should  be  preferred 
to  the  writers  who  have  arisen  since  their  day.  1  would 
object  to  Dr.Paley's  moral  and  political  Philosophy*  as  a  Lectins 
M^f  solely  upon  this  principle ;  for  it  is  a-  book  of  great 
merit  and  of  general  utility.  New  morality,  new  metaphysics, 
and  new  politics,  a^e  introduced  unawarej,  fiom  the  contagion 
of  the  time. 

I  woald  call  the  rising  Youth  of  this  Country,  to  the  intense, 
and  fervent,  and  unremitting  study  of  the  ancient  classical 
writers,  (whoni  I  need  not  name)  as  their  primary  choice.  I 
call  upon  them  to  have  the  courage  to  be  ignorant  of  many 
subjects,  and  of  many  authors,  at  their  inestimable  age.  I 
exhort  them  affectionately,  as  a  matter  of  the  most  serious 
importance,  never  to  pretend  to  study,  in  their  first  academical 
yf  ar5,  what  they  design  as  the  ultimate  end  of  their  labours, 
J  mean  their  profession.  Their  whole  business  is  to  lay 
the  foondation  of  knowledge  original,  sound,  and  strong. 

In  particular^  the  study  of  the  Law,  as  suchy  should  never  be 
rotcre4  Vj'on;  cycp  in  Jimine^  before  thf  first  debtee  in  arts 


[    33°    ] 
Or  Mingay  be  the  glory  of  his  gownj 


Or 


is  obtained.    The  fir&t  volume  indeed  of  Blackstone's  Com* 
mentaries  zpay  be  read,  in  the  same  manner  as  Robertsoq'i 
Introduction  to  his   History  of  Charles  the  Fifth.    They  are 
both  cbef.d^o^ifvres  in  their  kind,  and  form  a  part  of  geperal 
)inew ledge.     The  specific  study  of  the  Law  in  the  Unirersicyi 
fLi  that  early  age,  confines  and  cripples  the  facuhie<«    Such  4 
Student  may  arrive  at  mere  knowledge,  as  a  special  pleader  j 
but  he  will  n^ver  be  illustrious^  nor  ornamental  to  his  profession^ 
1  wish  to  observe  with  the  ipost  particplar  emphasis,  that,  whea  a 
'  jonng  man  has  once  entered  upon  any  profession  whatsoever,  hi$ 
education  has  in  fact  ceased.  They  who,  by  z,  patient  continu- 
lince  and  undiverted  attention  tp  academical  studies  ^/wr,  ha?f 
•ought  for  the  original  materials  of  science  and  of  solid  fame| 
have  seldom  failed  in  their  gr^at  pursuit. 

I  am  zealous  for  the  honour  and  the  utility  of  both  our  U.vi- 
"tEasiTiEs:  lamearnestin  my  words  and  thoughts.  Isee  and  hear 
them  too  frequently,  and  most  unworthily,  traduced  id  wntingt 
^nd  in  conversation.  J  see  the  institution  ridiculed  and  soeered 
gt  by  the  thoughtless,  by  the  ignorant,  ind  by  the  design'wg* 
But  it  is  a  common  cause.  They  should  always  be  termed,  iQ 
literary  dignity  and  with  a  prophetic  spirit,  the  ^  JEjiiudn 
*^  magnos  et  nobile  Pallanteum !"  I  am  for  no  balance  of  meril 
between  them ;  I  wish  to  see  no  sparkles  from  their  collisipni 
but  I  would  have  thera  grqw  brighter  find  mpre  illuttrioos from 
mutual  reflection. 

But  if  they  are  doomed  to  fall,  and  the  mortal  hour  of 
democracy,  confufion,  and  tyranny  is  approaching,  this  booK| 
till  it  is  prohibited  by  a  Directory,  will  shew  that  they  ba4 
a  fi  iend,  loU  enough  to  contend  to  the  last  for  their  original  and 
ifiher^m  dignity,    A  friend  who  believedi  or  ratder  «1io  knew, 
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Or  Erskine  cease  from  impotent  grimace, 

And 

tbem  to  be  eapable,  in  their  high  functions,  to  maintain  ind 
adorn  the  principles  of  happiness,  ^nd  safety,  and  learning,  and 
comfort,  and  hope,  and  good  conscience |  against  foppery,  and 
faise  science,  and  the  degradation  of  the  intellect,  and  frippery, 
and  pompous  nonsense,  and  the  insolence  of  scioJists,  and  the 
peglect  of  good  writing  and  of  good  manners.  A  friend  who, 
with  no  false  enthusiasm,  would  secure  the  permanency  of 
THESE  ILLUSTRIOUS  iMSTiTOTioNs,  With  cvcry  mooumcnt  of 
ancient  arts,  and  eloquence,  and  science,  consecrated  by  the 
{niuis^ry  of  religion  to  thp  stability  of  the  state.    (Nov,  1797.) 

(iw)  The  Rev.  W.  Longford,  D.  D.  Canon  of  Windsor,  and 
Lower  Master  of  Eton  School.  An  instructor  of  much  industry 
and  ability,  and  not  without  liveliness.  It  is  particular,  that 
his  Majesty  never  leaves  Windsor  for  Cheltenham,  Weymouth, 
or  any  other  place,  but  all  the  public  papers  instantly  inform 
Bs  of  Dr.  Laagford^  loyal  attention.  ^  The  King  arrived  at 
^*  Weymouth  on  such  or  such  a  day;  the  aext  week  Dr, 
^  Langford  set  c€  /r$m  Etm^  and  preached  before  his  Majesty 
^*  the  folk>wing  Sunday.*'  It  is  hardly  fair  to  his  reverend 
rural  Brethren.  His  Majtstjr  should  not  be  accustomed  only 
to  tite  kind  of  excdlence% 

The  Doctor,  .on  these  occasions,  suddenly  disappears,  and 

like  the  River  Alph^us,  having  glided  softly  under  the  Sicaaiaa 

vraves,  (uncontaminated  by  the  saltneis  of  the  ocean)  rises  agaia 

fwnd  andfrcik  in  the  pulpit  at  Weymouth.     This  is  very  kind. 

The  Doctor  seems  unwilling  to  trust  the  royal  theology  to  the 

country  curates  even  for  a  few  weeks,  during  his  Majesty's 

absence  from  the  heavenly  consistory  at  Windsor,  ntno  his  only 

Ch^l0iiu^  whO|  it  is  hoped|  attead  deeply  to  their  theological 

itndies. 


C    S3*    1 
And  his  appeals  to  (/)  God,  his  prime  di^;race; 

Or 

•tuflla*    This  is  very  coo^idente  ia  Dr*  Langfordi  luid  a  high 
ourk  of  his  loyal  attachment. 

^  Mon  cher  Del/tint^  sure  you  will  agree^ 
•^  That  for  («  Eiskc^)  non  so  fie  as  Hf, 
•*  lFk§givei  the  King  suck  very  gooJ  avis,** 

See  the  Probationary  Odei,  by  Friar  Lawrence  and  hla 
(ci-d<{rant)  conventual  brethren.     (Nov.  1797.) 

(mm)  I  allude  to  a  !earned,  modest,  ingenious,  and  laborious 
gentleman,  who  has  educated  many  of  the  J!rst  sons  of  the  fine 
oobiKty  and  gentry  of  this  country  between  twenty  and  thhty 
years,  with  unremitting  ^ersonai  diligence  and  ability.  He  is 
but  just  promoted,^  to  the  satisfsction  of  all  who  know  hlro| 
and  to  the  shame  of  those  who  have  so  long  neglected  hinu 

Qnis  gremio  EoceUdi  doctique  Pal^momis  affertt 
Quantum  cRAMMATicys  meruit  mbor> 

As  my  notes  hare  attracted  the  attention  of  men  of  high  rank 
»nd  consequence,  (and  pethzfs  have  reacieti  tie  ear  ef  kiugs\  I 
cannot  help  suggesting  the  impropriety  and  injustice  of  deUjing 
the  reward  of  those,  who  deserve  so  highly  of  ^heir  country,  as 
the  Masters  of  our  great  public  schools,  and  of  S9me  private 
Instructors.  There  are  maoy  ecclesiastics^l  preferments  per* 
fectly  compatible  with  their  important  office,  and  which  should 
be  conferred,  *'  before  the  spirit  of  distributing  prebends  and 
'*  bishoprics  shall  have  departed  from  the  Ministers"  (of  ao^ 
time,)  to  use  the  phrase  of  Junius* 

As  I  would  console  some  of  my  learned  friends  whose  prefer* 
ment,  though  it  tarry,  will  not  be  (as  I  hope)  long  in  abeyance^ 
J  wish  they  would,  in  the  mean  timci  contemplate  the  energy 

*  Ffb.  I798,    Need  I  name  The  Rev.  Dk.  Goodenough  i 
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Or  Grafton's  virtues,  to  their  latest  day. 

Expire 

of  the  following  classical  sentence,  preferable  even  to  the 
Latinity  of  Tully  himself.  *'  Status  dicitur  a  stamio,  qura 
quando  quis  habet  unam  bonam  Prsbendam  turn  dicimus. 
Is  bene  stat/'  Epist.  Obscurorum  Tiroram.  Enquire  ac 
Westminster,  Durharoi  Wiochester,  Worcester  and  Windsor* 
March  1798. 

(0)  Richard  Warren,  M,  D*  a  learned  and  able  Physician 
of  the  time.  **  The  well  curved  palm'*  is  the  attitude  of  a 
modern  physician,  when  he  is  aboQt  to  leave  his  patient,  and 
which  he  naturally  closes  upon  his  fee.  As  I  have  a  high 
respect  for  the  Medical  art,  I  will  gratify  Dr.  Warren,  nnd 
many  other ,  ingenious  gentlemen  of  the  profession,  with 
an  extract  from  one  of  the  Elogia  written  by  Sam4narthan4i8 ; 
it  relates  to  a  physician,  whom  he  names  Marescottus. 
*<  Recorderis  Marescottum  nostrum  tria  se  sdcrae  arti 
**  nostrx  (Medicas  scilicet)  debre  professum  quibis  caruisset,  si 
^'  /r^0-f'^*«  A  fiarentibus  sacerdotium  suscepisset ;  scilicet  sani- 
^^  tatem  athleticam  aetatis  anno  Simo,  centum  auremrum  milUa^ 
^'  atqne  intimam  innumerorum  illustrium  amicitiani.''  Sam* 
marth.  Elog.  p.  ^3  and  84.  N.  B.  Though  the  Doctor  rejected 
the  *^  propositum  sacerdotium,"  for  himself,  yet  his  Brother, 
my  Lord  of  Bangor,  was  madt  into  a  Bishop  by  fraternal  skill  in 
the  reign  of  Lord  North. 

Since  this  note  was  firsi  printed,  (July  1797,)  the  public 
have  lamented  the  loss  of  this  acute  and  very  learned  physician. 
Vum  loquimuTy  &c.  &C« 

(/t)  This  allusion  wai  evidently  made  since  the  26th  of  Feb. 

J  797,  soon  after  which  the  Bank  iflued  the  One  Pound  note?,  to 

the  great  disquiet  of  th faculty^ 

*  "^  (j)  *•  Siccat 
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Expire  in  Junius,  and  revive  in  Gray  i  (//) 

Or, 

(f)  '*  Stccat  inipquttles  caltcet  Convivt  Sacerdos.**  It  h  weH 
known  hy  the  Clergy  of  a  powerful  northern  diocese,  that  on 
public  days,  when  the  Claret  or  Burgundy  arrives  at  a  certain 
distance  from  the  top  of  the  table,  where  my  Lord  is  seated^ 
the  attracting  power  suddenly  draws  the  bottles  acrt/s  the 
table.  Ipse  capillato  diffusum  consule  potat.  This  is  mi 
an  anecdote  ^  other  times  \  it  ii  true  at  this  hour.  (Julf^ 
1797.)  When  avarice,  pride,  and^meanness  ad  upon  the 
mind  at  once,  I  leave  it  to  the  metaphysicians  to  determine  the 
curre  in  which  it  moves.— I  say  no  more. 

(r)  The  Bishop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  to  whom  the  chief  care  of 
the  public  largess  of  this  kingdom  to  the  French  Emigrants) 
sacred  and  profane,  is  committed.  I  refer  the  reader  to  aUmj 
notes  on  the  Roman  Catholic  cause,  in  the  Third  Dialogue  of 
the  P.  of  L. 

It  is   indeed   true  that  thb  Popedom  is  kow  tktttt; 
but  the  spirit  of  t/,  I  still   maintain,  is    neither  extinct  nor 
asleep.     By  way  of  Contrast^  I  cannot  refrain   from  present* 
ing  to  the  reader  the  picture  of  Pope  Paul  the  FourtHi 
as  drawn  by  the  master  hand  of  Paolo  Sarpi.    I  will  not  injure 
the  sublimity  and  force  of  the  language  by  a  translation.   He 
well  knew  the  court  and  the  policy  of  Papal  Rome,  and  they 
knew  him.     **  E'  ben  cosa  ccrta,  que  Paolo,  come  quelle che 
era  d' antmo  grande,  e  de*  vasti  pensieri,  teneva  per  sicuiodi 
peter  remediare  a  tutti  i  disordini  -per  la  sola  sua  auforitJi  /M' 
tificale ;  ne  riputava  di  aver  bisogna  in  cio  di  Princijie  alatrnt 
solito  di  non  parlar  mai  con.gli  Ambasciadori,   sencn  sHttuM' 
eUgli  nelU  orecchie  che  eg  LI   ERA  sopra  tutti  6li  Princjpi! 
die  non  vbleva  che  alcuno  d'essi  domesticasse  seco,  che  f^ievs 
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Or,   by  the  wayward  justice  of  the  land. 

Great 

fnntar  regni^, chc  era   Succ£880t  Jf  Cri  hi  deposto    Re  el 
Impcradpri."* 

This  picture  of  a  Pope,  in  the  plenitude  of  pontific  power^ 
should  be  presented  to  all  Christian  Countries,  **  /«  fteipetu^m 
**  rei  memoriam^''  that  they  may  contemplate  what  this  spiritual 
tyranny  and  usurpation  once  were,  and  what  the  principles  of 
the  Romish  Church  sacred  and  political  (which  never  change 
in  essence,  substance,  or  spirit  nnder  any  calamity)  will  at  all 
times  naturally  introduce,  whenever  they  obtain  their  full 
operation.  **  Ubl^  Papa  ibi  Roma!**  in  ssecula  saeculoram! 
Let  England  look  to  this.     { 1 797.) 

(f)  To  the  revival  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Cause  in 
Great  Britain,  **  Pestis  cro  vivcns."  I  have  given  indeed  more 
time  and  study  to  this  Roman  Catholic  subject  than  any  ma^ 
pcrhapj,  at  this  time^  will  think  it  deserves.  I  have  peruseiii 
many  a  dull  and  uninteresting  tract,  even  of  their  own 
squabbles  among  one  another,  much  to  the  loss  of  my  o^n 
<]uiet.  In  general  I  pass  them  over,  and  confignthem  to 
their  own  dullness.  But  there  is  one  pamphlet,  not  for  any, 
even  the  least,  excellence  of  the  compoHtion,  but  for  the  viru- 
lence of  it's  spirit,  which  I  call  into  public  notice,  if  the  public 
will,  or  can  feel  upon  the  subject.  It  is  intitlcd  •*  A  R^ply 
•*  to  the  Report  published  by  the  Cisalpine  Club  on  the  authen- 
•*  ticity  of  the  Protestation  at  the  British  Museum,  &c.  ^c.  bf 
•*  the  Rev.  John  Milner,"  Primed  for  Coghlan,  Duke  Street, 
-Grosvenor  Square,  179^  ^^  i'  written,  ns  the  title  page 
Informs  me,  by  one  John  Miiner,  a  Provincial  Priest  resi- 
lient (as  I  am  told)  at  Winchester,  not  an  emigrant,  nor  in  the 

King's 

^  Istor.  del  Concil.  Trident,  Lib.  {• 
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Great  Mansfield  faH  by  an  Attorney's  hand  ;  (z)    224 

Oe 

King's  House  (while  the  Priests  Irved  there  ob  massed  bixt  tfat 
priest  of  a  private  chapel  in  that  city. 

He  seems  by  hit  writings,  (I  know  no  more  of  him)  to  be 
of  the  most  intolerant  principles^  and  deliberate  in  the  applica* 
tion  of  them.     He  exhibits  at  once  the  extremes  of  fierceness 
and  of  i  mpotencc.     But  he  represents  the  opinions  of  a  very  large 
portion  of  their  body,  by  whom  he  is  accredited*     He  is  very 
cautious  in   his  pamphlet,  as  he  thinks,  but  his  caution  speaks 
plainer  language  than  the  frankness  of  the  most  open  declara- 
tion.    *^  It  it  apprehended  (he  says)  that  the  publication  of  the 
■*  facts  in  question  might  [irvue  tUtrimental  to  (he  Cathlic  IntCfest 
*'  (observe  t  he  words)  on  any  future  afi/iUcation  /©  tHeLegtslmtureJ* 
p.  36.     We  see  this  nx:ary  priest    has  not  thought  proper  to 
conceal  that  they  have  further  intentions.   He  tries the^ouml 
before  him,  but  hij  steps  aie  uneasy.      The   indulgence,  it 
seems,*  is  not  to  rest  here  ;  for  the  lenity  of  our  government  na* 
turally  leads  to  other  demands.     With  this  clue  in  my  band,  I 
have  little  difficulty  to  pass  through  the  intricacy  of  this  Romish 
labyrinth. 

In  another  part  of  Mr.  Milner's  '*  Reply,''  his  indignation 
rises  against  some  expressions  in  the  declaration  of  the  Catho- 
lics. We  see  the  embers  under  which  the  fire  is  not  yet 
extinguished.  He  is  afraid,  that  ive  Protestants  should  think 
that  the  spirit  of  kis  church  has  suffered  an  abatement. 
"  Thus  to  MV  judgment  (he  cries  out)  am  I  aad  the  whole 
**  Catholic  body,  vjithout  consenting  to  ity  pledged  in  the  face  of 
*•  the  Legislature,  to  condemn  the  wars  of  Charlemagne,  and 

*'    THB  CaUSADB  against  THE    INFAMOUS  AlBIGENSEs/'  p.  28. 

1  hope  we  are  all  children  of  mercy,  trained  and  educated  in 
the  benevolence  and  charity  which  Cbri&t  has  taught  and  en« 

forced. 
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Or  one  mean  cause  the  virtuous  (a)  Scott  maintaiit, 

Turn 

forced,  and  if  we  hive  read  the  history  of  that  infernal  and 
murderous  persecution  of  the  devoted  Alblgenses,  (whose  tii^ 
crime  was  their  determined  opposition  and  resistance  to  the 
{Kipal  tyranny  ^)  what  opinion,  or  what  comment  shall  we  form 
on  this  merciless  priest,  who  after  the  lapse  of  centurks^  feek 
the  same  passions  and  the  same  thirst  of  blood  against  these  inail* 
cent  victims  of  popish  and  arbitrary  violence*     Crimine  ok  wni 

DiSCE  OMNES!  t 

In 


*  The  Albigenscs  were  k  sect  of  the  Waldenses,  who  had  their 
rite  in  the  twelfth  century.  I  know  what  the  malice  of  their 
enemies  has  suggested  against  them.  This  is  not  a  place  to 
discuss  history,  but  I  refer  the  statesman  to  Thuanus,  L.  i.  S.x6. 
vol.  I.  p.  22t.  ed.  Buckley;  For  their  confession  of  faith^ 
which  was  presented  to  King  Francis  the  First,  by  the  wretched 
remnant  of  these  Albigenses,  I  refer  the  theological  and  politi- 
cal reader  to  Sandius's  Hist.  Eccles.  It  is  an  honour  to  their 
religion.  Sandias*s  words  begin  :  ^*  A.  1544*  Merindoliani  eC 
**  Caprarienses,  existentesque  Reliquise  Alhigensium  sequentem 
^  fidei  suae  confessionem  obtulerunt  Francisco  L  Regi  Galliae, 
*'  quam  a  majoribus  quasi  per  manus  acceperant,  abhinc  anno 
•*  post  Christ!  Jncarn  I  laoo,"  &c.    Sand  Hist.  E.  p.  425. 

t  The  unwarrantable  violence  of  this  Romish  Priest,  Joha 
Milner,  in  his  ponderous  History  of  Winchester,  (to  some  tenets 
in  which,  though  mitred  Rochester  has  nodded  on  them  un perceived^ 
the  criticism  of  the  Attorney-General  might  certainly  l)e  applied 
with  effect,)  has  called  forth  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  SruaOESs,  » 
temperate,  seasonable,  manly,  and^  in  some  parti,  an  eloquent 
defence  of  the  Protestant  Cause.  See  his  Answer  to  Mr. 
Milner*   But  in  the  House  of  Lords  I  findf 

**  Still  to  one  Bishoj^  Milner  seems  a  wit," 

Y  '  In 
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Turn  law  to  trade,  or  deem  religion  vain  ; 

And 

In  our  dread  nnd  natoral  horror  of  Atheism  and  of  Anarchy, 
why  are  w#  to  revive  superstition  and  tj^ranny  ?  I  hav^e  nothing 
to  do  with  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics  in  Ireland,  bat 
to  my  apprehension  it  is  a  measure  full  of  danger.  It  is  at 
one  stroke  to  alter  the  fundamental  law  and'constitution  of  the 
country.  I  write  in  Great  Britain,  and  direct  my  thoughts  for 
this  kingdom,  wishitig  ^ot  pcace^  tranquillity^  and  uniom  between 
the  two  Islands.    (July  1797.) 

(/)  Nothing  can  be  more  offensive,  more  injudicious^  and  in 
some  instances  more  profane,  than  when  a  Barrister  appeals  H 
CoJ  for  the  truth  of  every  assertion  made  in  a  court  of  law,  and 
in  many  cases  when  the  facts  have  been  doubtful,  and  sometimes 
have  been  afterwards  proved  to  be  false.  I  call  this  a  prime  £j' 
iraeex  and  I  hope  no  Barrister  of  ability  will  follow  this  flippant 
and  rash  habit  of  Mr.  Erskine,  in  the  Couit  of  King's  Bench, 
which  we  have  all  so  repeatedly  witnessed.  Mr.  £rskine*s  own 
better  sense  and  serious  thought  (for  I  believe  he  has  some 
serious  thoughts)  will  restrain  him  in  future.  But  public  men 
roust  be  told  of  their  faults  publicly.  (1797.) 

(//)  The  fate  of  the  present  Duke  of  Grafton  is  singular.  He 
has  been  celebrated  by  the  first  prose  writer,  and  the  first  poet  of 
the»ge.    (1797.) 

(z)  See  a  long  law-life  in  4to.  of  the  great  Earl  Mansfield, 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Kings  Bench ;   by  Mr.  Holliday, 

in 

I  am  glad  however  to  see  the  attention  which  men  of  sense  and 
judgment  begin  to  give  to  the  real  spirit  of  the  Roman 
Catholics ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  accuracy,  learning,  sod 
judgment  with  which  it  is  apprehended,  understood,  and  repre- 
sented to  t^is  kingdom,  in  that  same  degree  will  our  Consti* 
tution  in  Church  and  State  be  found  and  acknowledged  to  be 
she  surongest  bulwark  of  Christianity  and  Liberty. 

jfnglia  sic  stahiit  \  CuaiSTiqye  AILX  ajut/l  mancbit  \ 

I 
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Anci  (^)  Rose  with  c6y  submission,  modest  gtacei 

]R.ise  to  explain  his  sinecures  and  place ; 

Or  downright  Peter  (j),  rough  with  many  a  scar. 

Feather  hiis  quills,  or  smooth  his  shafts  of  war; 

Or 

!to  H  very  peculiar  style  indeed.  For  the  greater  part,  it  it  t 
bundle  of  reports,  and  Ja«ir  pleadings  strung  together.  It  is 
Ustonishing  to  the,  that  Conveyancers  and  Atforheys»  who 
really  appear  not  to  kno\V  how  to  constfUct  a  single  sentence^ 
without  provoking  a  smile  at  sortie  error  in  grammar,  language^ 
or  metaphor,  will  think  themselves  qualified  to  deliver  down 
to  posterity  the  lives  of  great  men.  Luckily,  Mr.  Holliday's 
seal  does  not  oiFend  us  in  rhyme.  The  friendship  and  the 
verse  of  Pope,  as  well  as  the  splendour  of  his  own  abiUties,  and 
the  dignity  of  their  high  exertions,  have  secured  an  eternity  of 
reputation  to  Lord  Chief  Jvsticb  MaNSfibld,  which  can 
never  fall— even  by  Mr.  Holliday's  attempt.  (Nor.  1797.) 

{a)  Sir  John  Scott,  Attorney  General.  (1797.)  now  the  Rt* 
Hon.  Lord  Eldon.  (1800.) 

(^)  George  Rose,  Esq,  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  &c.  icfi.  Bcc^ 
&c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(a)  The  celebrated  Petet  Porcupine,  or  Mr. William  jCobbett. 
I  find  the  following  character  of  him,  written  when  he  resided 
Jit  Philadelphia,  which  I  willingly  transcribe,  *'  America 
has  not  a  more  active,  zealous,  and  useful  citizen,  or  Great 
Britain  a  ^warmer  friend^  than  honest  Peter*  In  his  literary 
features  he  is  rather  roughly  stamped ;  but  he  understands  the 
time.  He  can  descant  upon  the  deformity  of  it,  and  hold  a 
looking  glass  to  the  world,  wherein  they  may  see  strange  sights; 
There  is  a  vigour,  a  simplicity,  and  an  upright  intention  in  all 
hit  works,  which  speak  to  the  heart.  When  Nature  and  honesty 
are  working  at  the  root,  the  plants  will  be  sound  and  healthy. 
L^ta  et/ortia  surgunt^  quijilie  sJo  Natura  subtst.    I  offer,  witk 

Y  %  pleasure 
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Or  He,  whdsc  Essence  (aa)  wit  and  taste  approv^cl*! 

Forget  the  mulberry  tarts  {bi)  that  Dryden  lov*d. 

Sooner 
pleasure,  this  passing  tribute  to  a  bold,  sensible,  industrious^ 
spirited,  and  most  deserving  man."* 

If  Mr.  Cobbett  will  ^ow  consider  the  different  meridians  of 
London  and  Philadelphia,  and  the  general  polished  sute  of 
society  and  taste  in  England,  and  will  accordingly  temper  and 
tegulate  his  language  and  his  most  honest  zeal,  I  think,  that  his 
strong  understanding,  accurate  information,  and  cogent  argu« 
snents  may  effect  much  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain  at  her 
Utmost  need.  (Nov«  1800O 

{aa)  Seethe  Second' Edition  of  a  Pamphlet  entitled,  *vThb 
Essence  OF  Maloni,  or  the  Beauties  of  that  fascinating 
Writer,  extrafted  from  his  immortal  work  in  Five  Hundred 
Sixty-nine  pages  and  a  quarter,  just  published,  and,  with  bis 
accustomed  felicity,  entitled,  Same  account  of  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  John  Dryden ! !  1" 

It  is  evidently  the  composition  of  a  man  of  learning  sad 
genius,  and  a  smart  but  playful  satirist,  who  is  also  master  of  the 
liberal  dialectic  weapons  of  a  Lawyer;  and  Mr.  Maiooe  has 
perpetual  reason  to  exclaim  with  Whiskerandos  in  the  Critic, 
••  That  thrust  in  tierce  was  fatal.'*— These  Canons  of  Biography, 
an  eternal  lesson  to  all  the  dull  biographers  and  writers  of  tbe 
age,  are  not  more  happily  conceived  than  illustrated  with  the 
wit  and  humour  of  Rabelais  and  Sterne.     (Nov.  1800.) 

[hb)  **  He  eat,  with  Madam  Reeve,  tarts  at  the  Mulberry 
Garden,"  &c.  Malone's  Life  of  Dryden,  p*.  466.  These  Md* 
herrj  Tarts^  were  not  given  to  Dryden  by  the  Minister  of  Kii^ 
Charles,  but  he  paid  Madam  Reeve  for  them  himself;  though 
Mr.  Malone  has  most  unaccountably  neglected  to  mejitionil 
frice^  and  also  hnw  many  he  eat  at  one  visit  to  the  Lady ;  which  are 
the  only  omissions  of  consequence  in^hat  mozt  fascinating  piece  of 
Biography.    The  playful  author  of  j^e  Eaenci,  like  the  iEgte 

Naiaduoi 

*  PAfatory  Epistle  to  the  Translations  of  the  P.  of  I,  p.  49 
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Sooner  Lord  William,  and  the  Duke  divide 

From  their  Elysian  Father's  {cc)  holy  side ;  236 

Or  the  Bank  bow  to  Pitt's  imperial  creed ; 

Or  Dramatists  to  public  trust  succeed ; 

Sooner  to  France  Thames  roll  his  current  strong, 

Than  men  love  verse,  high  fancy,  or  the  song. 

Taught  by  the  muse,  and  by  her  wisdom  wise. 
Think  not,  a  Poet's  name  I  lightly  prize  : 
But  in  the  wane  of  Empires,  (mark  the  hour  !) 
Vice  and  the  Sword  consolidate  all  pow'r; 

Laws  pass  their  (r)  bounds ;  few  statesmen  stand  erects 

All 
Naladum  pulcherrima,  has  thrown  a  few  flow  fry  wreaths  round 
this  modern  Drydenian  wizard,  when  anpfing  in  his  study,  and 
for  the  amusement  of  the  public,  like  the  wanton  nymph,  haa 
painted  his  forehead  a  little  between  his  sleeping  and  waking: 

lamque  videnti 
Sanguitfeis  frontem  mon's^  et  tempora  pingit. 

Even  in  our  days,  Mr.  Pitt*s  Confectioner  has  not  indeed 
much  business  in  making  Mulberry  tarts  for  tie  fiotts  by  order  of 
the  Chaocellor  of  the  Exchequer,  except  for  a  very  ingeniouti 
poetical,  and  eloquent  Anti-Jacobin,  who  has  MMtny  tartt 
tvi/A  /uf 'paste  every  day  from  the  Minister's  own  table,  ond 
sometimes  Rice  Crust  by  Mr«  Dundas's  Cook.  See  the  India 
Board.*-*'  I  have  be|iyi  to  plant  thee,  and  will  labour  to  make 
THia  FULL  OF  growing:*'  Mr.  P.  to  MV.  C.     (Nov.  iSoo.) 

(cc)    His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Queenibcrry,  Lord  WiHianf. 
Gordon,  et  sa  Saintete  Medicinale^  Le  Pere  Elisee,     Tria  Juminlt 
Oeotis.   ^*  i  like  to  preserve  all  the  little  traits  of  chaiacter  of  thd 
^  time.'*    See  Mr.  Sheridan  or  Mr.  PiiflT,  in  the  Critic. 
'  (/)   The  Tlolence,  seditiofi,  and  daring,  wkkednots  ^f  tfm^ 
IU$  /lisvprodu^  thp  acoessjfy  ai'txinding  ki^ws.  «mI  r^gvlatiomj 
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All  in  their  country's  name,  themselves  protect ; 

The  public  hopes  with  public  credit  sink, —      241 
At  such  an  hour,  when  men  to  madness  think. 
What  is  a  Poet,  what  is  fiction's  strain  ? 
Junius  [d)  might  probe  a  Nation's  wounds  in  vain. 

As  from  a  diamond  globe,  with  rays  condense, 

'Tis  Satire  gives  the  strongest  light  to  sense. 
To  thought  compression,  vigour  to  the  soul. 
To  language  bounds,  to  fancy  due  controul, 

To  truth  the  splendour  of  her  awfiil  face. 

To  learning  dignity,  to  virtue  grace,  2j0 

To  conscience  stings,  beneath  the  cap  or  crown, 

To  vice  that  terror  she  will  feel,  and  own. 

But 

and  ads  which  arc  declared  tem/iwrnry^  and  called  for  hy  thai 
necesbity  alone.  When  the  danger  is  passed,  the  Conititution 
18  again  left  to  protect  itself  by  it's  ancient  laws,  if  that  danger 
can  umo^  w  ever^  pass  from  us.  This  is  what  Octavius  seems 
to  mean,  by  •*  laws  /aning  their  bounds,"  &c.  'n  this  and  tbc 
fdhming  lines;  and  in  this  sense  I  hope  he  will  be  poderstood* 
(July  1797.) 

(4/)  O  magna  sacer  et  superbus  umbri ! 

Stat.  Sylv.  X,.  9*  Carm«  /c 

JnntUB  told  the  nation,  that  "  a  time  might  arrive,  at  which 
«*  every  inferior  consideration  must  yield  to  the  Security  of  THE 
•*  Sovereign,  tf»^/(»  THE  GENEEAL  lAFKTYe/^/Ar  State."  In* 
troduct.  to  Lett.  35,  This  is  not  the  doctrine  of  Hornc  Tooke, 
and  the  desperate  French  Factions,  and  seditious  societies  now  i» 
England  and  Ireland.  Jukiijs  had  not  /•  learned  the  Cons(ittt« 
lion  of  England ;  9or  lias  the  Author  of  the  P.  9f .  4^,  ^  .lc4rQc4 
it.    QvAy  1797.) 


[    343    ] 

But  if  in  love  with  fiction  still,  at  Court 
Present  in  verse  some  new  Finance  Report, 
How  taxes,  funds,  and  debts  shall  disappear^ 
Or  in  the  fiftieth,   or  five-hundredth  year. 

0*er  secret  armaments  in  silence  doze. 
To  Pult*ney's  sailing  join  his  Belgian  prose  ;' 
Paint  him  triumphant  o*cr  the  Iberian  main, 
"  Divide  and  part  his  sever'd  fleet  in  twain,*'  {e) 
At  Malta,  or  the  Tagus  hail  Sir  Ralph,  261 

All  ends  attain'd,  and  all  the  soldiers  safe! 

Or  on  the  gale  to  Britain's  kindred  shore 

Breathe  songs  of  Union,  and  imperial  lore; 

Her  Senate  firm,   her  statesmen  nobly  bold. 

Nor  dup'd  by  Foster,  nor  to  Grattan  sold; 

In  bright  array  see  where  lerne  stands, 

Pitt's  new  Briareus  with  a  hundred  hands: 

What 

{e)  A  iinc  from  tbe  art  of  Sinking  In  &c.  by  Martinu^ 
Scniletits,  It  is  said  that  a  new  chapter  on  the  art  of  Secrecy  in 
campaigns  by  sea  andlaud^  in  the  hand- writing  of  that  great  states<- 
man  and  philosopher  Martinut  Scribleras,  has  lately  been  disco* 
vered  at  Pope's  House  at  Twickenhanii  and  kindly  communi<- 
cated  to  the  ministers  by  the  noble  possessor.  It  is  said  to  have 
Wen  of  singular  service  in  some  late  expeditions,  in  which 
better  appointed  Fleets  and  more  gallant  armies  were  never  sent 
fr>rth  to  assert,  protect,  and  amplify  the  power  of  the  Brkish 
Exppire,    (Nov.  1800.) 

Y4 
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What  vocal  transports  round  the  Speaker  play ! 
St.  Patrick  animates  dull  Stephen's  clay  !  %jo 

While  ancient  art  supplies  unhop'd-for  aid. 
And  shews  Job*s  patience  (/)  on  the  wall  displayed! 

Or  tread  the  ma2:e  oi  picturesque  delight, 

From  Holwood  paint  with  Pitt  the  prospect  bright; 

Without  one  "  line  of  boundary**  to  speech. 

The  summit 'oi  conceit  with  Gilpin  (j-)  reach. 

In 

(/)  When  the  House  of  Commons  was  enlarged  for  the  re* 
ception  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  after  the  Union  Act  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  several  ancient  paintings  in  fine 
preservation  and  in  brilliant  colours  were  discovered  on  thtt 
walls  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  one  of  which  the  Royal  Society 
of  Antiquaries  in  London,  with  an  archness  and  anticipating 
pleasantry  not  always  belonging  to  that  Acad}mtt  en  lotjts^  has 
determined  to  be  the  family  of  the  patient  Job!  which 
is  by  some  members  considered  as  a  beautiful  periphrasis  for 
the  future  H.  of  C.  when  they  meet.  O  qui  complezus  ct 
gaudia  quanta ! 

It  is  said  (I  know  not  with  what  truth)  that  the  Speaker  in 
the  excess  and  fervour  of  his  gratitude  wrote  a  letter  of  thaob 
to  the  Society  on  the  occasion,  which  the  ministers  without 
any  reluctance  signed  in  a  rwnd  Rohin,  It  is  imagined,  that  the 
Speaker*s  eye  will  be  frequently  directed  to  this  monument  of 
ancient  consolation  in  the  course  of  every  session,  after  tht 
Irish  imports.     (Nov.  iSoo.) 

{g)  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  making  a  strung  remonstrancf 
against  the  language  of  Mr.  Gilpin's  writings  on  Landscape  and 
the  Picturesque.  It  is  such  a  sartago  or  jargon  of  speech  as  if 
wholly  unnecessary,  though  we  are  taught  to  believe  them  appro* 
priatc  terms*  They  absolutely  appear  in  troops.   Difi^^Boles'^ 

Grifad . 
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I 

In  Desolation^ s  drc^ /lartitions  felt. 

With  difiy  and  to/Cy  grand  masses,  hrsty  and  ^rff. 

With 

Graad  Masses^^Behs — tremulous  Skud^s^^BurstS'^fUisky  Inunda* 

i'tons'— 'Partitions  of  Desolation-^Omtinents  of  Pr^r/ykiVf — -and  a  htm* 

dred  more,  till  the  English  language  sets  all  English  meaning  at 

defiance. 

These  terms  are  not  the  farci  ditorta  of  Horace^  but  mere 

jargon  and  foolish  affectation.     Dilettanti  and  Connoisseurs  al« 

most  b!ush  to  use  thenl.     A  term  or  word  may  not  be  quit« 

obvious  or  easy,  and  yet  it  may  not  be  affected  ;  but  the  rage  of 

the  Concetto  admits  no  **  line  of  boundary^"   at  these  gentlemen 

love  to  talk.    To  use  the  words  of  Shakspeare  in  one  of  his  own 

plays,   (as  it  mow  seems,  for  Dr.  Farmer  and  George  Steevens, 

Esq.  take  from  him  and  give  to  ]\\a\jujt  as  they /iltase)^  **  The/ 

<*  absolutely  make  a  battery  through  our  defenceless  parts/' 

Pericles  Prince  of  Tyrc»  Act  j.  Sc.  i. 

Simplicity  in  language  is  first  to  be  sought ;   strength  and 

dignity  will  follow.     Government,  the  arts,  morality,  and  reli- 

giop,   arf  all  concerned  in  it's  preservation.     Mr.  Gilpin*< 

VforVis  on  other  subjects  have  and  deserve  high  approbation ; 

and  in  all  but  the  picturesque  be  seems  as  ready  as  any  man 

to  say,  "  State  super  vias  antiquas.''     (i797») 

As  I  am  speaking  of  simplicity  of  expression,  I  cannot  help 

recommending  to  the  study  and  consideration  of  every  young 

cla^ical  scholar  the  following  lines;  in  which,  without   the 

aid  of  one  single  epithet.  Homer  presents  us  wirh  the  sublimesc 

imagery,  the  most   powerful   language  and  harmonious  verse, 

which  are  to  be  found  perhaps  in  all  the  records  of  all  poetry. 

1%  ^s  the  picture  of  Neptune  raising  a  storm. 

X7^  iiTTAiv,  cvvaysTi  ve^sXaf,  Brapx^e  Se  ^rovroy 
Xefffi  rpixivav  IXofV  Trxaas^  opo^viv  OLsXXas^ 
ricvroio/v  aMfxcoy,    ow   re  vE^&Ecrcri  xaX(/>]/e 

Id« 
i/i)  Odys,  L.  J,  V.  119. 
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With  shudders  tremulous  explore  your  way. 
Through /rAwAy  inundations  (/)  led  astray ;  280 

^Till  tir*d  and  jaded  with  the  coxcomb  strains. 
Homeward  you  steal  through  Surry's  [g)  quiet  lanes, 
Renounce  all  Gilpin's  jargon,  said  or  sung. 
And  talk  of  Nature's  works  in  Nature's  tongue. 
But  still  keep  Methods 

AUTHOR. 

Method? 

OCTAVIUS. 

Yes ;  'tis  plain. 
Connection,  order,  method  you  disdain : 

Bo 

T  do  not  give  this  as  a  ^erc  citation,  but  I  give  it  to  enfbrcf 
strongly,  that  young   men  of  genius   can  onjy  arrive  at  tho 
Biaturity  of  excellence  by  the  re/ieatei  perusal  and  meditatiw  on 
sKch  passages  in  the  greatest  authors.     When  Cicero  speaks  of 
Ftato,  he  calls  him  with  peculiar  emphasis  the  '*  Diceodi  magister 
ct  Effector  Plato."    We  may  say  the  saine  of  Homer  and 
Demosthenes,  and  extend  it  as  a  general  principle  for  those  who 
study  again  and  again  the  best  and  most  finished  parts  of  classical 
writeis  ancient  or  modern.  It  is  by  this  exercise  alone,  joined  to 
the  practice  of  composition,  that  young  men  of  genius  and  un- 
remitting application  will  preserve  in  this  country  the  very  sap 
aod  life- blood  of  eloquence,  poetry,  and  just  writing,  pure  and 
untainted  with  the  nhlogiime  of  French  Lyceums,   the  jargon 
€)i  dtbates,  metaphysical  vegetatiop,  bgtanical  rh^pii)^*  and 

1  Crmcufi 
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Be  regular :  from  A  to  B  proceed ; 

I  hat^  your  zig-zag  v^rse,  and  wanton  heeJ« 

AUTHOR, 
Say  then,  a  simple  Story  shall  I  tell  ? 
A  MAN  OF  METHOD  is  the  themc*  2S>o 

OCTAVIUS. 
'Tis  well. 

AUTHOR. 
There  liv'd  a  Scholar  {A)  late,  of  London  fame, 

A  Doctor,  (/)  and  Morosophos  {k)  his  name : 

From 

Cruscan  nonsense.  Learning  will  thus  resume  her  rights,  which 
her  false  representative  has  awhile  usurped. 

Multos  modo  falsa  revisens 

Lusit;— AT  IN  SOLIDO    RURSU8  DoCTRIKA   LOCARIT. 

(Nov,  1800.) 
(/)  j1ngUc€i  **  Fens." 

{g)  '*  Stealing  through  the  quiet  lanes  of  Surry/'  is  an 
«asy  and  happy  expression  (curnon  omnia?)  of  Mr.  Gilpin.  See 
OKservat.  on  the  Lakes  of  Westmoreland,  &c.     Vol.  2.  p.  268* 

(h)  When  I  am  very  particular  in  the  description  of  a  cha- 
racter, I  abstain  from  giving  the  least  hint  of  a  real  name^ 
^  Qyis  rapiet  ad  se  quod  erit  commune  omnium?*'  or  in  Le' 
Sage's  inimitable  language,  ^*  qui  se  fera  connoitre  mal  a 
^•'  propot?''*  I  only  give  this  as  A  Cliaraetcr^  and  say  no  more. 

(/)  The  word  and  title  of  '*  Doctor"  is  miserably  abused* 
£rasmus  long  ago  in  an  Epistle  from  Louvain  in  1520  to  the 
celebrated  Cardinal  Campeggip,  observed  with  some  indigna* 
tjon,  *'  l/fr//f  Doc  tori i  titulo  gloriantur,  «/// ur  docbantT' 
Erasmi  Eptst.  ed.  Lond.  foL  652.  I  wish  this  were  written  in 
Jarge  characters  over  the  door  of  the  Theatre  at  Oxford,  and  of 
|))c  SenaU^Hwse  at  Cambridge^ 
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From  all  the  pains  of  study  freed  long  since^ 

Far  from  a  Newton,  and  not  quite  a  (/)  Vincei 

In  metaphysics  bold  would  spread  his  sails. 

And  with  Monboddo  still  bclievM  («)  in  tailsj 

At  anatomic  lore  would  sometinies  peep. 

And  call  Earle  («)  useful,  Abernethy  (0)  deep  ; 
With  Symonds,  and  with  Grafton's  Duke(^)  would  vie, 

A  Dilettante  in  Divinity; 

A  special 

(i)  Morosophos,  i.  e.  Stult}  sa/sUns.'mm'But  more  presentl/  of 
JJt.  MoRO|pPH0S,  the  Man  of  Method. 

(/)  A  very  learned,  diligent  and  useful  Profetsor  of  Natural 
iExperimental  Philosophy  at  Cambridge.     See  hts  Works. 

(m)  All  the  learned  world  know  hoiv  Lord  Monboddo  believed| 
•nd  still  believes,  thac  men  had  once  taih  depending  from  tb^ 
gmhk  tnd  of  their  bodies,  supposing  them  to  ^9  up^  ^  fmi» 

0797>- 

(ff)  jame»  Earie,  Esq.  Senior  Surgeon  at   St.  6arthoKMBe«*k 

Hospital^and  Editor  of  the  celebrated  Percival  Pott's  Workk 

I  have  been  informed  that  the  notes  which  Mr.  Earle  has  added 

are  valuable;  nor  would  I  pass  in  silence  the  treatises  he  has 

^iven  to  the  world  in  his  own  name,  as  the  result  of  eztcnsivt 

practice  and  observation.     (1797) 

(0)  A  young  Surgeon  of  an  accurate  and  phik»sophicil  spkil 
•f  investigation,  from  whose  genius  and  latxnirs  {  am  led  (a 
think,  that  the  medical  art  and  natural  sqienpc  will  Uefeaftei 
icceive  very  great  accessions.    (17^7  ) 

(/)  The  Duke  of  Grafton/  the  Chancelbr.  aisd  Joli« 
SynoAdsy  L.  Ir.  D.  Professor   of  Modern   History  in  tH 

Uaivenity 
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A  special  clerk  for  nuthod  and  for  plaof  %0t 

Through 

Univenity  of  Cambridge,  have  both  attracted  the  public  attcn^ 
tion  by  their  various  HiHts  and  Oisenmtietu  on  subjecU  of 
Scripture. 

As  I  never  may  have  to  coni^enient  an  opportunity,  I  will  also 
offer  a  remark  or  two,  which  are  new  to  me,  on  a  passage  i|ft 
8t.  Paul's  Epistles,  if  iinother  Layman  may  be  heard  with  in*, 
dulgence.  There  is  no  particolar  conjecture  as  to  the  peculiar 
meaning  or  force  of  the  following  passage  of  St., Paul  in  the 
Second  Epistle  to  Timothy.  <*  The  Cloak  which  I  left  at  Trofs 
*'  bring  with  thee,  and  the  books,  bat  especiaUy  the panhmemi^ ^ 
Ep.  1.  c.  4*  V.  i3« 

I  would  hint,  that  this  Epistle  was  writtes  fim  time  wbe« 
Paul  was  brought  before  Nero  the  second  time.  Ey^vfi* 
9.%Q  TviJLyis^  oT€  ex  htmfH^  wapicm  ILei/Xo^  rof  Kaims^  NspafM* 
In  the  i%d  Chapter  of  the  Acta,  Paul  was  tenacious  of  t!tm 
privilege  of  Roman  Citizenship,  and  it  proved  of  much  advao* 
tage  to  him  before  the  Centurion.  It  may  be,  and  it  is,  a  mat- 
ter of  mere  conjecture,  whether  he  might  be  required  to  prove 
himself  a  Citizen  of  Rome,  when  he  was  to  make  his  defence* 
These  parchments  (/xc^Cpceyoi)  might  contain  some  docu mentis 
or  be  a  deed  or  diploma  of  some  consequence  to  the  matter 
in  question.  But  as  to  the  Cloak,  there  is  something  more  par* 
ticular.  The  Cloak  in  the  original,  is  <&fiXovr)f,  or  (J^^i^yrts^ 
which  is  undoubtedly  a  corruption  for  ^cuvoKmt  and  it  is  so 
read  in  the  Codex  M.S.  Bibliothecae  Cxsareae  Viennensis. 
4>a<voK9)^  was  grecised  from  the  Roman  word  P^tnula* 

This  is  no  more  than  was  done  frequently  in  other  languages 
and  in  other  countries.  Particularly  when  the  seat  of  Empire  wi« 
transferred  from  Rome  to  Byzantium,  the  lawyers  of  the  Imperial 
Courts  were  obliged  to  ^Wic  maoy  terma  of  kw ;  as  Oi&rxofA- 
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Through  science  by  the  alphabet  he  raiii 

Pradciif^ 

futtCXfi^  {ox  fidel  cMtmssariotj  PeTrnSioif  tor  rejtudium^  (as  ia 
this  passage,    ••  Et/XoyA/f  ^  ^vm    to  PfiTHJwv  ffrciXEif*  xtX.*' 
Justinian,   Nov.   aa.)     Ktjvjgi/eiy,  for  Ceusercf    Eliprs&TOy  for 
ixpeditum  or  Bxjitditio^  xcfA.Tp9ixt(r<rov  for  comjifomissum  and  other 
words  as  may  be  seen  in  Du  Fresne's  and  other  Lexicons,  but 
In  particular  in  a  most  singular  and  scarce  Glosary  by  Meur- 
aius.*^    And  in  the  East,  before  the  accession  of  the  House  of 
Timour,  the  Arabian  language  was  prevalent  in  Hindosiaw^  when 
the  Hindoo  Rajahs  had  Communication  with  the  Mahommedan 
princes ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  Arabian  language  is  used 
technically  in  the  Code  of  Gentoo  laws.    Ch.  %.  S.  3.    •*  That 
«*  is  a  woman^s  property,  during  the  Jyammi  ShadJee**    These 
words  are  the  Arabic  terms  for  the  Days  of  Marriage.     The  trill 
of  Mahorajah  Nundoconmir  for  forgery  before  the  SBpreoie 
Court  of  Judicature  in  Bengal,   will  furnish  naany  singular 
instances. 

But  to  return  to  the  ^aiyoXioy  or  Panuh.  1  would  obeenre  ihat 
when  the  Roman  state  degenerated  into  an  absolute  monaitbf, 
many  Citizens  laid  aside  the  Toga  and  wore  the  PamtU^  or  the 
Lacema  in  it*s  stead.  Augustus  highly  disapproved  of  thischtogs 
in  their  dress.  He  was  as  Suetonius  informs  us,  in£gnaiu9i»f% 
and  gave  orders  to  the  iCdiles  on  the  subject ;  **  Negotian 
^  ^dilibus  dedit,  ne  quern  posthac  in  foro  paterentur,  nisi 

•*  positis  lacemiSf  togatum  consistere."  Octav.  C,  40.  Bat  the 

PtamU 

♦  "  Joannis  Meursii  Glossarium  Grseco— Barbara m,  iaquo 
praster  vocabuia  quinque  millia  quadringenta.  Officiaatqoe 
Dignitates  Imperii  Constantinop.  tarn  in  Palatio,  quam  in  Eccte* 
sia  aut  Militia  e^^plicantur  et  illustrantur."  Lugd.  Sat.  i6^¥ 
It  is  wonhy  the  attention  of  any  scholar* 
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Prudent,  as  Newton,  {q)  in  domestic  cailr. 


With 


Panmla  was  still  worn.  As  the  Pa^ntla  was  so  s^cifi£al0  m 
Roman  garment  and  worn  only  by  Romans,  St.  Paul  might 
wish,  as  a  blight  confirmation  of  his  point,  to  shew  what  was  his 
customary  dress.  It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  Paenula  was  a 
vestment  which  the  Romans  generally  wore  upon  a  journey* 
Juvenal  observes  in  Sat.  5.  **  Multo  stillaret  Paenula  nimbo/* 
and  St.  Paul  says,  that  **  ke  left  it  hekind  him  at  Troas." 

This  is  only  written  as  a  mirt  littrary  remark  to  hint,  that  mi 
the  minutest  passages  of  the  Scriptures  there  may  be  somtf 
meaning;  and  that  nothing  can  be  so  coatemptible  as  a  fbolisk 
and  profane  ridicule,  on  any  passage  in  the  sacred  writings^ 
founded  em  ignfanee.  The  present  remarks  are  intended  as  « 
matter  of  some  little  curiosity :  and  I  look  upon  them  10  no 
other  V]e>v.  But  I  think  there  is  no  passage  in  the  Hebrew,  or 
Greek  Scriptures  which  will  not  at  last  admit  of  such  an  illos* 
tration  or  explanation,  I  mean  pbilologiadlj  or  criticalij^  as  niajr 
put  to  silence  the  ignorance  of  foolish  men. 

Much  general  information  on  these  subjects  is  to  be  ob* 
tained  from  Harmer's  valuable  and  satisfactory  Observations 
on  the  Scriptures,  collected  from  Voyages  and  Travels  in 
the  East;  (four  volumes  8vo.)  and  from  '*  Letters  from  some 
"  Jews  to  Mr.  Voltaire."  A  man  of  real  erudition,  who  merits 
tlie  esteem  of  his  fellow  creatures,  constantly  keeps  his  know* 
ledge,  his  reason,  and  his /rW^«r/ connected  indissolubly,  or  as 
h  is  well  expressed  by  a  philosopher,  £v  aumpfMya  aiiokurti. 
Kara  Xoyov  apioroy,* 

(^)  The  celebrated  and  learned  Bishop  Newton,  late  Bishop 

of  Bristol,  in  his   pleasant  and   ingenious  account  of  his  own 

life,  (written  by  himself,)  has  recorded  the  very  usefu!|  and 

xseconomical  motives  for  his  marriage* 

In 

^  Plat.Timx.  Locr.  de  Anima  Mundi.  Plat.  Op.  Edit.  Serraoi, 

'   COIP3.  p.  95. 
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With  no  Scriblerian  (qq)  scruples  for  his  Heiff 


H« 


III  the  ytzt  176X,  Dr.  Newton  thooght  sirfoasfy  of  taking  a 
#»  ii€$Md»  His  reasons  were  as  foliows,  and  maj  be  serviceabh 
CO  many  Divines  in  their  progress  from  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
to  Lambetby  or  in  any  of  the  intermediate  stages.  *'  O  FeeeJ^p 
eh*  aviti  bh9gno  M  Mcglie!  and  so  on«  &c.  &c  &c.  ScUmdk 

'*   Dr.  Newton  found  that  the  study  of  sacred  and  classic 
authors   ill   agree    with    accounts    of    Butchers  and    Bakers 
bills,    and    by  daily    experience  he    was   conrincad    that    if; 
was  not  good  to  live  alone,  without    a  help  meet   for  kirn* ' 
'  Jwd  tsfecially  *when  hi  haJ  semi  prosfict  if  a  BishnfrU.  Fresk 
difficulties  and  troubles  opened    to    his  view,    two  hoasq    a 
greater  number  of  servants— a  better  table  and  public  days-^ 
and   he  plainly  foresaw,  that  he  mutt  eithtr  fall  a  prijtiw 
vants^   or  look  out  for  some  clfver  amiUi  nmoman  to  be  bis 
wife,  who  was  a  prudent  manager  and  oeconomist,  and  auldUy 
0ut  his  fnontj  to  the  btst  advantage :  who  had  no  more  taste,  aad 
love  of  pleasure  than   a  reasonable  'woman  should  havei  wlio 
would  be  happier  in  staying  with  her  husband  ett  bime^  than 
in   perpetually  gadding  abroad;    who,     though  she   brought  ao 
fortune,  might  save  one^  and  be  a  fortune  in  herself." 

In  short  the  Doctor  married  on  the  5th  Sept.  17619  and  on  tkl 
1 8th  of  the  same  month  he  kissed\\\s  Majesty's  hand  on  bis  Bishop 
ric.  The  Doctor  was  lucky.  Oscula  libavit,  dein  talia  fatur;  Le« 
the  Bishop  adds,  '*  A  lady  of  quality,  a  friend  of  his,  said  upos 
bis  marriage,  it  ivas  the  luisest  thing  he  ever  did  in  hit  life:  and 
that  she  was  the  most  proper  wife  for  him  in  the  world*    And 
indeed,  says  the  Bishop,   she  more  than  answered  his  voeermist 
nvishesj  &c.**     Bp.  Newton's  Life,  8vo.  ed.  vol.  i.  p.   81.— 
Except  in  two  aculeated  closing  words,  his  Lordship  does  not 
take  intD  bit  accQuut  of  wedded  love  1  ^[  the  goldaa  shafts,  tba 

^  cooataat 
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He  took,  not  e'en  in  thought  inclined  to  rotei 
A  wife  for  regularity,  not  ioVe. 
A  little  architect  in  all  his  schemes; 
Spme  say^  he  had  a  method  in  his  dreams  t 
Banks  gave  him  nioming  lessons  how  to  dresjs,   310 
And  Morgan  (r)  whisper 'd  courage  and  finesse. 
Three  sessions  in  the  House  he  daily  toil'd^ 
In  every  plan,  in  every  motion  foird; 
Till  like  grave  Nicholls  in  a  pet  he  swore, 
"  I'll  move  myself  \  the  House  I  move  no  more  ;** 
Then  penn'd  to  Pitt  his  monitory  strain,  {rr^ 
As  Murray,  clear,  and  as  fond  Randolph,  plainJ 

Resolved 

^  constant  lamp,  or  the  purple  wings,'*  which  Milton  celebrates| 
and  Husbands  feeU 

"  O  VeccU^  che  avete  hisogno  di  m^gVte^  &c.  &C.  ^c.  &€•** 

Episcopal  Air  and  Rmdeau  repeated^  by  a  Chorus  of  Doctors  and 
Chaplains. 

(f^)  See  the  Memoirs  of  Martinus  Scriblerus.  Chap.  i.  /foto 
Dr.  Cornelius  observed  all  the  rules  given  by  the  antients  to* 
those  who  desire  to  generate  children  of  wit,  which  Dr.  Moro« 
sophos  magnanimously  disregarded.    He  neither  cared  for  the 
South  nor  the  West  Wind. 

(r)  Maurice  Morgan,  Esq.  an  ingenious  writer  and  author 
of  the  pleasant  Extravaganza  on  the  Character  of  Sir  Joha 
FalstaflFi  which  should  be  now  reprinted.  Mr.  Morgan  is  known 

Z  to 
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Resolv'd  on  ease,  his  travels  were  at  home. 

And  Lutn*sckn  (*)  taught  him  to  converse  on  Rome: 

The  arch  Palladidn  and  the  Parian  stoae  320 

He  lov'd,  the  pride  of  Chambers  and  of  Soane»  (/^ 

But  late,  by  Carter's  (u)  holy  pencil  won, 

Wyatt  and  Gothic  hensy  would  shun  i 

And 

to  his  intimate  friends  by  the  name  of  Sir  John.   la  Us  ^liticsg 
he  is  of  the  Lansdown  school.     ( 1 797*) 

{rr)  The  three  great,  yet  familiar,  Letter'Writgrs  rftle  age  are, 
JohnNicholls,  Eiq.  M,  P.forTregony  (1797)-  Sir  Jaroct Murray 
(Polteaey)  when  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of  York  in  Germany^ 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Randolph.— -See  ^*  A  Pairof  Epistles  in  ▼£»€, 
*'  whh  notes :  the  first  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Randolph,  tec."  sd 
edition.  1796.  I  recommend  them  to  the  general  eiuertaia* 
menti  and  pernaps  instraction,  of  the  public. 

(j)  That  ingenious,  accomplished,  and  very  learned  gentleman, 
AnDREW  Li7iiisDEiv,  Esq.  F.  A.S.  £dinb.  has  since  that  lime 
taught  us  all  to  converse  with  knowledge  and  accuraey  on 
the  subject,  in  the  most  agreeable  scholar-like  manner.  See 
<^  His  Remarks  on  the  Antiquities  of  Romb  and  it's  Enviroas, 
*'  being  a  classical  and  topographical  Survey  of  the  Ruins  of 
**  that  celebrated  City,"  4to.  1797.  It  is  a  pleasing  and  Most 
judicious  performance  of  a  Gentleman  who  appears  to  have  en* 
)oyed  the  united  advantages  of  foreign  travel,  studious  Icisuie^ 
and  polite  company.    (J797-) 

(/)  Two  celebrated  architects.  The  professional  knowledge 
of  Sir  W»  Chambers,  Knfght,  (of  most  herwe  memory,)  wai 
profound  and  substantial.  Mr.  Soane  has  more  fancy  and  airiness 
of  design,  and  is  certainly  a  man  of  information  and  ingenuity. 
But  he  indulges  himself  a  little  too  much  in  extravaganMS  and 
fwhims^    See  the  Sank* 
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And  oft  ifi  thought,  by  antique  pavements  laid/ 
With  Lysons  (a:)  guide  the  military  spade; 
Nay  once,  for  purcf  air  o'er  rural  ground. 
With  little  Daniel  {y)  went  hia  twelve  miles  round. 


f » 


. .»« 


■.■»ii 


(«)  T  am  obliged  for  this  information  to  a  Fellow  of  the  S.  of 

Antiquaries.    Mr.  Carter  is  a  draftsman  of  tl\e  very  first  meiic^ 

but  his  catholic  zeal  betrayed  bim,  assisted  bv  fic^n^e  ^rcs^Aisf^ 

of  the  Society,  to  attack  thb  first  {p,|KHiyA.iif  ArchxtScQ? 

TURB,  in  this  kingdom,  Mr.  Wyatt.     Lwga^nf  i^jma:  kai4f> 

ambages.    It  is  difficult  to  prove  tH?t  the.SQcilf^y  of  AoiJbguari^ 

v^as  instituted,  solely  to  preserve  the  purity  ^f  Q/}tbi9  Afcl)|«i 

tecture,  or  to  listen  to  the  tiresome  cabals  q(  l^^sy  BarO|^(|||| 

and  meddling  Romish  priests.— But  to  u^i  under  the  aijMiq^  ^ 

Wyatt,  , 

O  Fortunati  quorum  Jiia  tecta  resurgvntJ 

£neas  ait,  et  fastigia  suspicit  urbis.       (Nov.  I7^7*t 

(jr)  Samuel  Lysons,  Esq.  F.  R.S.  and  A«S,  ThemoHJH^ 
dlcious,  best  informed,  and  most  learned  amauur  Antiquffjr  h% 
this  kingdom,   in  his  department.     Do  lubens  manus  iHtruvio^ 

His  work  on  the  remains  of  the  Roman  Villa  atid  pavements 
at  Woodchester,  near  Gloucester,  (which  a  friend  has  jus£ 
sbewn  me,)  is  such  a  specimen  of  ingenuity;  unwearied  zeaY^ 
and  critical  accuracy  in  delineating  and  illustrating  the  frag- 
ments of  antiquity,  a»  rarely  has  been  equalled,  certainly  never 
tnrpassed.  His  Majesty  was  to  pleased  with  some  of  Mr. 
Lysons^s  attempts  (near  Dorchester  I  think,)  that  a  party  of 
tit  militia  was  detached  to  assist  him  in  digging  among  the 
ruins*  A  friend  of  mine  was  much  entertained  with  tke  three 
tcuis  erected  on  the  spot,  and  a  detachment  of  soldiers  storming^ 
a  fort  under  ground,  under  the  orders  of  an  Antiquary.  Hence 
my  allution  to  Ae  miliiaty  s/aJe.'^^Ot  the  genius,  judgment^ 
knowledge,  and  perseverance  of  this  Gentleman  in  the  depart- 
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On  Sundays  at  Sir  Joseph's  (2)  never  failM, 
So  regular,  you  might  have  thought  him  bail'd  ;  329 

With 

ment  he  has  undertaken,  it  is  difficult  to  speak  in  temxi  df 
•ufficieDt  approbation.     (Nov.  1 797. ) 

(y)  The  Rev.  Daniel  Lysons,  M.  A.  the  Brother  of  Samuel 
Lysona,  Ssq.  Aii  fhgeriioUs  and  diligent  Antiquary,  bnc  of  aa 
inferior  classy  Iirtein  as  to  the  l^dspeclive  subjects  of  their  works^ 
He  is  author  of  The  Environs,  twelve  miles  round  London. 
But  reaffy,  in  these  hard  times^  Foiir  large  Volumes  in  410* 
Ukre'mve  and  ht-Jtressed^  and  Six  Guineas  paid  down  on  the 
table,  ailld  the  books  unbound,  (and  an  appendix  threatened) 
tte  rather  too  Much  for  parish-registen,  births,  deaths,  and 
ftiarriages;  or  even  for  the  delights  of  Islington,  Homertorf, 
llackneyi  Clapton,  Acton,  and  all  the  rural  retreats  of  City 
innocence  and  pure  air,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  town* 
The  work  should  have  been  printed  in  8vo.  My  only  objection 
6  to  the  typographic  pomp  and  expence  of  a  book  on  such  a 
aubject;   and  I  think  most  persons  will  agree  with  me.  (Nov. 

»797-) 

(«)  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Bart.  Knight  of  the  Bath,  President 
of  the  Royal  Society^Privy  Counsellor,  &c.&c.&c.  has  instituted 
t  meeting  at  hif  house  in  Soho  Square,  every  Sunday  evening, 
at  which  the  Literati,  and  men  of  rank  and  consequence,  and 
Qien  of  no  consequence  at  all,  find  equally  a  polite  and  pleasing 
reception  from  that  justly  distinguished  Gentleman.  Sir  Josarx 
Banks  is  fitted  for  his  station  in  the  learned  world,  not  more 
from  his  attainments  and  the  liberality  of  his  mind,  than  by  hia 
particular  and  unremitted  attention  to  the  interest  and  advance- 
ment of  natural  philosophy,  and  his  generous  patronage  of  th% 
Aru. 

FORTVNJl  MAJORIf  BONOS,  IRECTUS  BT  ACIl!^  (t797J 

*  ClaudiaOf 
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With  Jones  a  linguist,. Sanscrit,  Greek,  orManks; 
And  could  with  Watson  play  some  chemic  pranks  5 
Yet  far  too  wise  to  roast  a  diamond  {a)  whole, 
jfVnd  for  a  treasure  find  at  last  a  coal. 

Sometimes  he*d  treat,  his  wines  of  chosen  sort ; 
'Will.  Pitt,  with  Aonest  Harry,  lov'd  his  (6)  port; 
The  Bengal  Squad  [c)  he  fed,  though  wondrous  nice; 
Baring  his  curri?  took,  and  Scott  his  rrce, 

.  (a)  The  ingenious  Mr.  Tenant  has  shewn,  in  a  paper  read 
at  the  Royal  Society,  that  he  can  reduce  a  P'tamini  by  evapora* 
tion  to  Charcoal,  I  have  heard,  that  Mrs«  Hastings,  and  othe^ 
great  possessors  of  diarnonds,  have  a  kind  oi  Tii'OMt$^^obim^  and 
are  shy  of  this  gentleman.  A  poor  Poet,  like  myself,  vho  haf 
neither  diamonds  nor  any  thing  precious  bcJongin^CQ  him,  can 
only  remind  Mr.  Tenant  and  the  Royal  Society  of  ;he  old 
p:'6verb,  '*  Carionem /iroThesauro.^* 

{h)  I  can  give  no  better  character  of  his  old  Port.  We  all 
know  pp  such  occasions,  '*  Bacchum  in  remotis  rupibus"  is  the 
•ong  of  honest  Harry  Dundas,  in  all  the  wildness  of  highlmnd 
Dithyrambic  ;  while  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  battlements  of  Walmer, 
ID  his  own  and  Virgil's  sober  majesty,  *'  oceano  libemus,  ait«'' 

■  (r)  Privatis  majora  focis  :  I  can  have  nothing  to  tay  tQ 
^hem ;  Dr.  Morospphps  u  gs  bolder  than  I  can  venture  to  be. 
I  could  write  down  a  plea^nt  collection  ;  several  of  whom  are 
Reformers^  Mr.  Philip  Francis,  ii^tl^  Michael  Angelo,&c*&c.&G> 
but  none  of  them  are  disposed  to  extend  the  qi^s^ion  of  K^ort^ 
^  II  ipprc  important  department. 
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•  •  •  - 

In  Scrip:  not  Hemings*(//)  self  more  vprsM  than  ho 

The  Solomons jf  or  Nathan,  or  E,  ?•  j 

Loyal  and  open,  liberal  of  cash,  349 

(Not  your  damn'd  dollars  (<?),  or  Bank-paper  trash) 

Nor  tax*  nor  loan  he  fear'd,  at  table  free» 

And  drank  the  Minister  with  three  times  three  ;  (/) 

TiU 

D*ou  ce  Visage  enfin,  plus  pale  qu*  un  Rentier, 
A  I'aspect  d*un  arret,  qui  retranche«ii  quartierf^ 
Qui  vous  a  p6  plonger  dans  cet  humeur  chagrine? 

A-t-wpar  fueljueeJit  aEFORMe  la  quisiWB  ? 

Boiletu,  Sit  3, 

(4/)  Dr.  Morosophos  now  and  then  dabbled  in  the  funds* 
The  Gentlemen  of  the  Stock  Exchange,  or  Tig  Collegia  (as  it  11 
ternied  in  City-wit)  are  much  indebted  to  that  eminent  cafcn* 
lator  of  tie  liferent  fuymms^  Mr.  Hemings.  Boy(),  Benfidd, 
Solomon  Solomon,  Nathan  Solomon,  £.  P.Solomon,  Thellusopy 
told  Daniel  Giles,  Mr.  Battie,  Lord  Lansdowne,  Dr.  Mcot^ 
I/ittle  Count  Rupee,  and  all  those  who  hoi  tat  tigith  Uutr  tf 
Voorst  for  tie  ojUning^  know  that  I  am  right,  in  pronouncing  thf 
panegyric  of  this  learned  classic  on  tie  Stock  Exciange.    (iTSfl*) 

*^  Prens  moi  le  bon  parti ;  laisse la  tousles  livrei* 
^*  Exerce-toi,  mon  fils,  dans  ces  haute^  sciences ; 
V  PrcQSi  an  )iea  d'un  Flatoo,  <^  Guiifon  ties  Finances.^ 

Avis  de  Boiiean,  Stt  8t 

'X^)  This  verse  was  evidently  written  after  the  »6th  of  FA, 
f  797,  after  the  order  of  Council  was  sent  to  the  Bank  of  £ngl|uid| 
when  the  whole  nation  yrzs  made  to  pass  tirougk  tie  JkiKmrt  ^ 
iUraiks\  or  in  plain  English,  to  take  dollars  fof  current  silver* 

*  Mr.  Pitt  is  supposed  to  have  taken  his  hint  of  the  fiu^rt^ 
•urs^QI^Ot  from^BQileau,  au4  to  h»ve  lar/rvi^^  upon  it,  (I797«) 
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Till  with  n  punolcj  Caleb  (.g)  crownM  the  whok^ 

•*  Consols,  and  not  philosophy,  console.'*  310 

He 

(/)  Certainly  Dr.  Morosophos  did  this,  before  Mr.  Pitt 
(ftine  rabida  t&ia  guttura  pandens)  conceived  the  idea  of  A0 
tri/ile  assessment^  or,  perhaps  three  times  /Ar^^.— (Nov.  1797;) 
Sir  Robert  Herries,  though  90  great  poet,  understands  this 
subject  better  than  I  do* 

Let  me  present  a  short  passage  from  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Pitt  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Triple  Assessment.  .^*  Things,  Sir,  are  nav 
changed t  ,Tin)^  ^as,  when  Bankers  were  as  stupid  as  their  gui«- 
neas  could  make  them ;  they  were  neither  orators,  nor  paifltera, 
nor  poets.  But  jmw,  Mr.  Dent  has  a  speech  and  a  biteh  *  at  your 
service;  Sir  Robert  has  his  pencil  and  canvas;  and  Mr.  Rogers 
dreams  on  Parnsissus ;  and,  if  I  am  rightly  infomed,  there  is  t 
great  denMpd  among  his  brethren  for  the  PU^sur^i  tf  Memmy^ 
Sir  Robert  chose  the  Autumn  with  propriety  for  his  sketch.  Thf 
leaves  are  indeed  falliog  thick  around  us  y  they  strow  the  hrookn 
in  Vallombrosa,  and  imbrown  the  heights  of  Holwood*"  f 

By  way  of  r^reshment^  I  would  observe,  that  tbb  p.aoQEESs 
of  the  present  magnificeni  systein  of  Taxation,  as  conceived^ 
illustrated^  and  established  by  Mr.  Pitt,  rolling  through  aU 
the  notes  pf  finance  from  the  Commutation  to  the  deep^ 
majestic  diapason  of  the  Incoms  act,  may  be  classically  re- 
presented by  one  of  the  most  animated  passages  in  Mr.  Gray's 
Letters,  when  tbje  comprehensive  genius  of  *the  poet  sketched 
a  progress  through  Italy^  It  marks  the  strides  of  a  vast,  capa*? 
cious,  and  congenial  mind.  *^  When  you  have  seen  Rooae  and 
<'  Naples,  strUe  out  if  the  beaten  fath  of  English  travellers,  see 
**  a  little  of  the  country,  throw  younelves  into  the  bosom  of 
<*  the  Apennine,  survey  the  horrid  lake  of  Aaisanctus,  catch 
<'  the  breexes  on  the  coast  of  Tarento  and  Salerno,  expatiate  to 
<'  the  very  toe  pf  the  continent,  strike  over  the  Faro  of  Messina, 
^'  and  having   measured  the  gigaqtic  columns  of  Girgenti, 

Z  4  and 

^  John  Dent|  Esq.  M.P.  the  /nvrn/isrof  thcdogand  hitch-hW)^ 
t  Letter  to  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  Triple  Assessment. 
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Mc  talkM,  like  Indian  A)  Renncl,  rather  long; 

And  would  at  times  regale  you  with  a  song; 

But  seldom  that ;  in  music  though  a  prig» 

The  little  Doctor  swelled,  and  looked  so  big.      349 

TJay  to  Greek  (r)  notes  WQuJd  trill  a  Grecian  ode. 

In  di^ttpnic  kind  and  Lydian  mode; 

And 

and  the  tremendous  caverns  of  Syracusa,  rtfrtA  yourselves 
amid  the  fragrant  vale  of  £nna  ! ! !  Oh^  che  hel  rijioso  /**  X  ^^* 
Gray  adds  to  his  friend,  in  which  I  join  most  cordially  to  the 
Minister^  ^*  Aodio!*'  and  to  the  United  Empire,  Efto  Ferjketua! 

Men  of  poetical  minds  alone  will  relish  this  note ;  it  will  be 
caviar  at  the  Treasury,  and  inthe  landof  ^^r^i&tfM.  (Nov.1800.) 

C^)  Caleb  Whitefoord,  Esq.  If  you  do  but  touch  him, 
puns  stand  as  ready  as  quilh  upon  the  fretful  fi^rcmpme,  I  wisk 
him  health  and  spirits  for  many  a  year,  in  a  green  old  age ;  and 
then  with  the  Epinicion  of  Horace,Vita  cedat,  uti  conviva  satuFi 

(A)  Major  James  Rennell,  the  great  Geographer  of  India, 
o  TFotyu.  He  is  a  gentleman  to  whose  accuracy  and  exljent  of 
knowledge  in  that  department,  this  country  is  considerably 
Indebted.    But  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  his  conversation. 

(2)  Dr.  Morosophosy  the  man  of  method,  was  rather  trouble- 

aome  to  his  friends  on   this  subject  of  Greek  Music.    He 

wished  to  pass  for   another  Meibomias,    But  there  is  still 

reason  to  think  that  he  never  saw  the  three  hymns  to  CalliopCi 

Apollo,  and  Nemesis,  printed  with  the  Greek  musical  notes 

to  which  fhey  were  sung,  at  the  end  of  the  Oxford  edition  of 

Aratus  in  1672,  by  Dr.  Fell,  or  the  more  accurate  copy  of  these 

hymns  in  Mr.  Burette's  Memoire  on  this  subject.    Memoires 

de  TAcademie  des   Inscriptions  Tom.  5.'— Dr.  Morosophof 

knew  but  little  of  the  system  of  the  Lydian  Mode  in  the  dia« 

tonic  genuf.    There  is  also  reason  to  think  that  he  knew  as 

Jittlf 
t  Gray's  Memoirs,  lett.  48.  i^pt.  4. 
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And  then  with  Bumey,  as  his  fit  grew  warmer, 
ConvcrsM  on  Stentor,  the  great  {k)  throat  performer  i 
Or  with  Raimondi's  fire,   and  warlike  art, 
Play'd  some  French  GenenU's  gbligato  {kk)  part. 

APoet 

little  as  Bishop  Horsley,  of  the  n/)o<rXaptfatyo/xsvo;,  the  Yflram 
iTrxruyf  or  the  Tlxpt/jraryi  (ji^aojv,  &c. 

(i)  '<  Stentor  is  celebrated  by  Homer  as  the  most  illustrious 
f^oat  fietformer  of  antiquity."  Burney's  Hist,  of  Music.  4tQ« 
vol.  I.  p.  340. 

(kk)  I  allude  to  Signor  Raimondi*s  exquisite  and  interesting 
piece  of  instrumental  music  intended  /o  exfinss  a  satt^b,  h 
is  callec)  a  Batt|.e  Symphony.  It  consists  of  eight  different 
moirements,  in  which  the  musical  Gr^^ra/ Raimondi  powerfully 
calls  on  tke  imagination  of  the  hearer  tdi  assist  the  Composer, 
The  third  movement  amuses  and  alarms  me  the  most.  It  an- 
nounces *'  THE  Council  op  War,  composed  of  Eight 
**  Generals  represented  by  Eight  dttferent  Instrumeitts 
**  M'gati^  which  at  last,  in  their  accord,  in  a  general  cadence 

*'    EXPRESS      THEIR,    UNANIMOUS       RESOLUTION     OF      GIVINO 

•*  Battle  !"  Bravoy  Maestro  !  E  Guglielmi  {a)  che  ti  lo  dice. 
In  this  manner,  Dumourier,  Custine,  Pichegru,  Miranda^ 
Hoche,  Benhier,  Angereau,  and  Bonaparte,  have  each  played 
their  obligmto  past  in  Europe,  con  furia^  as  assigned  them  by,  the 
Convention  and  the  musical  directory  of  France.  Europe  hat 
J>y  no  means  ^pprovt^  o(  tke  general  cadence:  but  the  Concert 
is  still  pi'oceeding  in  all  the  harmony  of  horror,  and  barbaric 
jyxnphony. 

Rendono  un  alto  suon,  ch*  a  quel  s'accorda 
Con  che  i  vicin  cadendo  il  Nilo  assorJa!  (i) 
But  with  respect  to  Great  Britain,  I  hope  and  trust  that  a  Band 
f}f  Qur  0wn  British  Musicians  will  put  to  silence  and  drown  all 

their 
(<?)  Qj^?  V^illim  fiU*      {6)  Ariosto.  Orlando  J^urioao.  C.  l^« 


[    S6«    3 

A  Poet  too  he  was,  not  very  bright, 

Bomcthing  between  a  Jcrningham,  an^  (n)  Knight  s 

He  dealt  in  trs^ic,  epic,  critic  lore. 

With  half,  whole  plans,  and  episodes  in  store^ 

Method  was  alls  yet  would  he  seldom  write,        360 

He  fearM  the  ground-plot  wrong,  or— Ojut  of  s^hu 

At  last  THE  Doctor  gave  his  friends  a  work  \ 

(Not  verse,  like  Cowper,  or  high  prose,  like  Burke,) 

Chambers 

their  Mgafopzrts^  on  their  citizen  rafts  and  bar^s,  by  a  general 
cadence,  and  a  well-executed, .  masterly,  chr^t  ferftm^MCt  d 
OUR  OWN  Water  Music.    (Feb.  1798.) 
(ji)  Knight  and  Jerningham, 

**  Satire  was  late  their  physic,  wit  their  food; 
One  nourishM  not,  and  t'other  drew  no  blood."^ 
But  let  them  both  hear  the  advice  of  Boileau  |  , 

Soyen/ilutot  ma  fan,  si  c'est  votre  talent, 
Ouvricr  estime  dans  un  art  necessaire, 
Q«*  ictivain  du  commun^  bf  /Uiett  vulgairc^^ 
Mr.  Jemifigham  may  possibly  remember  and  admire  thest 
beautiful  lines  in  Dryden*s  Epistle  to  Mr.  Julick,  Stcitttt| 
''the  Muses ;  and  other  persons  may  apply  th4(U* 

^^  All  his  care 
Is  to  be  thought  a  VotXjine  aadfair% 
'  Small  Beer  and  gruel  are  his  meat  and  drinli. 

The  diet  he  prescribes  himself  /o  thnk  \ 
Rhyme  next  his  heart  he  takes  at  morning  peept 
Some  love-epistles  at  the  hour  of  sUep  \ 
And  when  hU  passim  has  been  Mhling  long. 
The  icum  at  last  boils  up  into  a  soog*^' 

*  Dryden*s  Prologue  to  Albion  and  Albanlttw 

t  Art.  Poet.  C.  4* 
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Chambers  abridged!  in  sooth  'twas  all  he-read^ 
From  fruitful  A  to  unproductive  Z(dm 


I     t 


4<  . 


OCTAVIUS. 

What  then  ?  for  evet  shall  we  wildly  stray,  * 
And  pluck  ei^ch  bi^re-bell  in  the  flow'ry  way  ? 
Or  void  of  judgement,  fire,  and  critic  force. 
Stoop  to  each  golden  apple  in  the  course  ? 
J  never  can  with  argument  dispense;  379 

pope  gave  the  verse,  but  Warburton  {0)  the  sense, 

AUTHOR, 

*Tis  true ;  by  plan  and  syllabus  (yi)  confin'd, 
l^night  thus  (;omposes  first  the  reader's  mind* 

To 

(•)  Octavius  nr  right  in  some  degree.  The  commentary  of 
Wart>urton  on  Pope's  mortl  poems  is  peculiarly  valuable,  and 
raplains  mahj  gifting  inconsistencies.  Pope  thought  so  him* 
lelf. 

Warburton  appears  on  this,  as  wdl  as  on  some  other  an4 
more  important  occasions,  to  have  been  selected  for  ^be 
peculiar  exelience,  that  idi9syncrasy^  (if  I  may  use  the  term)  of 
|iis  genius,  learning,  and  understanding.  ExXcfero^  ^svopuyoc 
^n  n  T7J5  <pY5EaS  EBAIPETON  lAIXiMA.  t 

f  Ckgif  QC.  Alc4taa<|^Hi«  Strottat*  Lib.  $•  p.  460, 
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To  rouse  attention  is  the  poet's  art ; 
Knight  Calls  to  sleep^  and  acts  a  civil  part : 
Save  to  his  view  when  foul  Priapus  {q)  rose. 
He  wak'd  to  lust  in  stimulating  prose. 

But  though  that  Garden^God  forsaken  dies; 
Another  Clcland  (r)  sec  in  Lewis  (j)  rise. 


Why 


[f)  Par  cUssti  et  par  //Vr/j, 

Dogmatizer  en  vers,  ec  rimer  par  chapitret. 

BoileaQf  Sat.  8;  ii}. 

[q)  Concerning  Mr.  Knight's   Treatise  on  the  Worship  qf 
Priapus,  in  addition  to  what  1  before  said  (P.  of  L.   Dial.  It 
V.  134.  Note  {g)  I  shall  offer  the  spirited   words  of  CleneDt 
Alexandrinus,  from  hii  Aoyoy  Ylporp^itrtKOS  gij   raf  £xXwaf| 
or,  Ailmomitio  ad  Gentes : 

Tavrx  vyucxrif  rvi;  ri^tfvaQsixg  ret  apyjttwa,^  avroa  ms  Xptej; 
m  ^soKyyiatif  ouurou  ta/v  avfjivop  vsvorrtjy  vfjuv  ®tAn  oi  Uiifnu^ 
y^Mi' — riaEviVxoiy  xsti  yufjivm  xopai^  xcu  MOPIfiN  ENTA- 
SEIS  r«i$  ypa(pai;  a^roytz/iAvi^/M^vai*— Hra<|M|X£v  vijuv  ret  ^»t 
TTfrropusvxxcny  ot  0 J>$tf Xpt;?j,  ii  ©N^gi/  iA^ift,9iy(fiM4Hef^i:  CI  Ctaraisxn 
rov  ayQpcjnaVf  kcu  ro  svdcov  th  vXao/jMros  tKejpiBi  a/Kafippnul 
KTk.*  I  now  dismiss  this  odious  Treatise  op  Friapasy«r  twr. 

The  learned  reader  will  recollect  that  Clement  Akxu* 
drinus  lived  in  the  third  centnrjr  under  Alexander  Sevcms  aid 
CaracaUa,  was  a  native  of  Athens,  and  that  the  famous  QiigBk 
studied  in  hi$  school. 

(r)  John  Cleland,  author  of  *'  The  Memoirs  of  a  Woman 
V  of  Pleas ure.'^ 

*  Cleip.  Ale:(«  p*  iQ,  4cc.  Edit.  ConmeliD.  i6i(^ 


Why  sleep  the  ministers  of  truth  and  law?         38a 

Has 

(/)  M.Lewis,  Eiq.  M.P.  author  of  "  Tbe  Jlf^i,  a  Romance, 
♦*  in  3  Vol.**  (Vol. a.  Ch.  6.  and  7,)  See  my  Observations  at 
length  in  the  preface  to  tbis  Fourth  Dial,  of  the  P.  of  L. 

The  publicacion  of  this  novel  hy  a  Member  of  Parliament  is  m 
itself  io  serious  am  offence  to  tie  public^  that  I  know  not  how  the 
author  can  repair  this  breach  of  public  decency,  hot  by  suppressing 
it  himself.  Or  he  might  omit  the  indecent  and  blasphemous  pas- 
sages in  aoothet  edition;  there  is  neither  genius  nor  wit  in  them, 
and  the  work,  ai  a  composition,  would  receive  great  advantage. 
1  wish  he  may  at  least  take  this  advice.  I  will  give  Mr.  Lew  is 
in  extract  from  the  ninth  Book  of  the  History  of  Procopius, 
called  the  Historia  Jreana  of  the  Emperof  Justinian  and  the  infa« 
mous  Theodora.    The  words  are  these : 

AXX  0  TE  /AOi  EvSEftV  %6m  VfptfA%r4iMyiva'ou  Tvii  Ss  AvG^CWb  02^3* 
%tTtouv  oi/xoci.     Knavrx  yap  owm  rot  vn^'^^vy^s  va9n  iTOs,ai0 

7«/y  VcTpccyfABvofif  ttiV  ouayjurnVf  hx  attoijioi  rtdt  tmjy^(/i^H<Ti 
Qinkupos  (feuvioQa^t  rwroj  im  kiefxix  TrapavOfAiar  arotfntof  aCarof * 
fsXXa  rm  OLyoninav  aei  rtt  yarwKH  TtpoSsQXnfxsifoSf  pasra  n  xai 
uisw  9rovej  iS  r^y  irpa^ioify  r%s  fjnafureirxs  X^P^'*  (^) 

I  wish   Mr.  Lewis  may  read  and  proftt  from  this  passage. 

Novels  of  this  seductive  and  libidinous  tendency  excite  dis- 
gust, fear,  and  horror,  in  every  man  and  woman  who  reflect 
upon  those  virtues  which  alone  give  support,  comfort,  and  con- 
tinuance to  human  Society.  The  interests  of  Society  and  the 
essential  welfare,  and  even  the  very  existence,  of  this  kingdom, 

authorise 
(a)  Procop.  HiUon^Arcan,  Lib.  9.  p.  46.  £d.  Fol  Lugdun.  z6ft3. 


Has  the  State  no  control,  no  decent  awe^ 

Whife 

amhorise  any  man,  though  copscions  of  maoifoM  frailbcsy  to 
speak  in  the  manner  I  have  done.    We  cannot  long  deceive 
ourselves:  poetical  men,  of  loose  and^ungoverned  morals,  can 
offer  to  us  or  to  themselves  but  feeble  consolations  from  wit  and 
ifflagery,  when  lefc  to  solitary  reflection  and  the  agony  of  remorse* 
I  never  fonnd  this  subject  so   well  represented,  and  so  ooan* 
•werably  enforced  to  every  understanding,  capable  of  ffca/Zf*^ 
itjiff  from  vicious  conduct  and  irregular  inclinations,  as  in  this 
short  sentence  :  ^^  Wboevir  wholly  gi*vi  thtwuthin  mp  i§  LasC| 
•*  vnll  soon  find  it  to  bi  the  least  fault  tbty  an  ^mltj  t/i'* 

In  this  place  I  cannc*  help  recommending,  with  pecnliir 
earnestness^  the  attentive  perusal  of  one  of  the  roost  instractin 
and  useful  short  pieces  of  Biography  which  I  ever  read,  in  the 
life  of  Dr.  Johnson,  by  the  learned  Sir  John  Hawkins:  fton 
p.  222  to  p.  232.  It  is  particularly  important  tomanyyouog 
aien  who  live  in  the  allurements  of  a  great  and  high*viced  cows, 
cr  among  freethioking  literati,  and  the  more  calm  and  sober 
sensualists.  Men  who  live  in  London,  and  keep  aich  coo* 
pany,  will  feel  the  force  of  the  observations.  It  is  the  acoossl 
ofMn  Jobn  Djer^  a  man  of  genius,  politeness,  and  learniag.  Tin 
conclusion  of  it  in  the  words  of  Sir  John  Hawkins  u  verj  vm 
pressive. 

**  I  have  been  thus  particular  in  the  history  of  this  acco0« 
plished  and  hopeful  young  man,  whom  I  once  iored  with  tk 
affection  of  a  brother,  with  a  view  to  shew  the  teudtmcy  of  idk* 
ness,  and  to  point  out  at  wbat  avenm  Vice  may  gain  admittaocc 
in  minds,  seemingly  the  most  strongly  fortified.  The  astailahk 
part  of  his  mind  was  laxity  of  principle :  at  this  entered  hfidtUtjf 
which  was  followed  by  such  temptations  to  pleasure  as  hi  tmU 
Hi  %i  nasM  ti  resist.    These  led  on  to  desires  after  ibe  meam  of 

gratificati6D|  and  the  pursnic  of  (beai  wu  bis  D£st&vctio««^ 
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While  each  with  each  in  madd'ning  orgies  vie. 
Panders  to  lust,  and  licensM  blasphemy  ? 
Can  Senates  hear  without  a  kindred  rage  ? 
Oh  may  a  Poet's  lightVmg  blast  the  page^ 
Nor  with  the  bolt  of  Nemesis  in  vain 
Supply  the  laws,  that  wake  not  to  restraint 

Is  ignorance  the  plea  ?  since  Blackstone  drew 
The  lucid  chart,  each  labjrrinth  has  a  clues 
Each  law  an  index :  students  aptly  turn  39a 

To  Williams,  Hale,  judicious  (/)  Cox,  and  Burn; 

Obscenity 

To  conclude.  Whatever  I  have  said  on  the  subject  of  thtt 
Kovel,  called  the  Monk,  I  shall  leave  ai  matter  of  record^ 
%vbether  the  Novel  it  altered,  or  not.  The  tenor  of  the  whole 
is  reprehensible.  I  leave  it  as  a  protest  against  such  a  work^ 
IHiblished  in  such  a  manner,  by  a  Gentleman  in  the  high, 
honourable,  and  responsible  station  of  a  Member  of  Parliameou 
It  is  hoped  and  expected  that  no  similar  work  will  ever  again 
be  given  to  this  coantry.     (Added  ;  Nov.  1797O 

(/)  Samuel  Cox  Esq.  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  Editor 
(at  his  leisure  hours)  of  the  reports  of  Peere  Williams.  I  am 
not  very  conversant  with  proftssional  law  books/ but  a  learned 
person  shewed  me  Mr.  Cox's  mode  of  itlustration,  and  desired 
jne  to  consider  it.  I  really  think,  that  it  seems  as  a  model  for  all 
future  Editors  of  Reports  of  former  years.  This  plan  is  evidently 


\ym 
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Obscenity  has  now  her  code  and  priest^ 
While  Anarchy  prepares  the  dire  Digest* 

Methinks  as  in  a  theatre  I  stand. 
Where  Vice  and  Folly  saunter  hand  in  hand. 

With  each  strange  form  in  motley  masqueradcj 

Featured  grimace,  and  impudence  pourtray'd; 

While  Virtue,  hov'ring  o'er  th'  unhallow'd  room. 

Seems  a  dim  speck  through  Sin's  surrounding  gloom. 

As  through  the  smoak-soil'd  glass  («)  we  spy  from  6r 

The  circling  radiance  of  the  Sirian  Star,  401 

Faint  wax  the  beams,  if  strong  the  fumy  tint. 

Till  the  Star  fades,  a  mathematic  point. 

Sure  from  the  womb  I  was  untimely  torn. 

Or  in  some  rude  inclement  season  born ; 

The  State  turns  harsh  on  fortune's  grating  binge. 

And  I  untaught  to  beg,  or  crouch,  or  cringe: 

For 

the  mode  of  a  most  judicious  understanding  and  of  •  weU-rcw 
Lawyer.    Transeat  in  exemplum  !     (1797.) 

(11)  "  If  the  eye  glass  be  tinctcd  faintly  with  the  smoicof  a 
lamp  or  torch  to  obscure  the  light  of  the  star»  the  fainter  lig)^ 
in  the  circumference  of  the  star  ceases  to  be  visible,  andtbe 
star  (If  the  glass  be  sufficiently  soiled  with  smoke)  appein 
something  more  like  a  mathematic  point.'* 

Newton's  OpticS|  Prop.  ;•  Tbeori(| 
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For  me  the  fates  no  golden  texture  weave^' 
Though  happier  far  to  give  than  to  receive. 
Yes ;  with  unvaulting  sober  wishes  blest,  410 

Ambition  flies  with  envy  from  my  breast; 
For  friendship  formed,  I  feel,  in  realms  above. 
My  Saturn  temper'd  by  the  beam  of  Jove. 

I  cannot,  will  not,  stoop  with  boys  to  rise. 

And  seize  on  Pitt,  like  Canning,  (.v)  by  surprise,  {xx) 

Be  led  through  Treasury  vaults  in  airy  dance, . 

And  flatter'd  into  insignificance. 

I  cannot,  will  not,  in  a  college  gown. 

Vent  my  first  nonsense  on  a  patient  town. 

Quit  die  dull  Cam,  and  ponder  in  the  park        420 

A  six-weeks  Epic,  {y)  or  a  Joan  of  Arc. 

I  leave 

{x)  George  Canning  Esq.  M.  P.  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
mm  Etanian  of  muck  ingenuity,  liveliness,  and  learning. 

{xx)  The  Novels,  Farcei»  most  of  the  Plays,  Romances,  Bal- 
lets, and  Pantomimes,  of  the  day,  are  ail  founded  on— -Sirr/r/j/. 
Why  not  the  ministerial  Coups  de  Theatre  ? 

(jr)  Robert  Southy,  author  of  many  ingenioos  pieces  in  verse 
of  great  promise,  if  the  young  gentleman  would  recollect  what 
old  Chaucer  eays  of  poetry, 

Tis  every  dele 
A  rock  of  ice  and  not  of  steeU 

A  a  He 
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I  leave  these  early  transports,  and  the  calm 
Complacence,  and  the  softly  trickling  balm 
Self-consolation  sheds,  more  sweet  than  all 
Burke  felt  in  senates,  or  Impeachment's  Hall; 
Borne  to  that  course,  where  thund'ring  from  afar 
The  Great  Auruncian  (z)  drove  his  primal  car. 

E'en  now,  when  all  I  view  afflicts  my  sight. 
All  that  Home  Tooke  {a)  can  plot,  or  Godwin  (i) 

write; 

Now 

He  gave  the  public  a  long  qaarto  vohime  of  epic  verses^  JoAr 
OF  Arc,  written,  as  he  says  in  the  preface,  in  six  ivuh.  Had 
lie  meant  to  write  well,  he  should  have  kept  it  at  least  six  yean. 
I  mention  this,  fori  have  been  much  pleased  with  many  of 
the  young  gentleman's  little  copies  of  verses.  I  wish  also  tbat  iie 
would  review  jeme  0/ bis  frincipUs,  (1797.) 

(z)  Lucilius; 

{a)  Mr.  HoRNE  Tooke,  in  the  conclusion  of  his  *'  DiversioBi 
of  Purley/'  makes  an  apology  for  applying  himself  to  lubjecD 
so  trivial  as  grammatical  discussions,  in  the  year  1786.  He 
uses  the  words  of  an  Italian  poet,  which  are  very  remarktbkf 
though  they  never  have  been  much  noticed* 

Perche  aliroie  non  have 

Dove  voitare  il  viso, 

Che  gli  }  state  intirciso 

Mojtrar  cov  altrb  imprese  alira  virtvde* 

The  hour  was  however  approaching,  when  his  cottutinanct  was  t# 
be  (umtd  to  othn  thonghts^  and  he  wu  to  display  othir  talenti 

which 
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Now  when  Translation  to  a  pest  is  grown^  430 

And 

which  had^lmost  slept  since  , the  time  of  Junias.  At  the  blast 
of  the  French  revolution  he  awoke  from  grammatical  slumber; 
and  found  that  otbe^  enterprises  awaited  him.  We  have  traced 
his  proceedings  till  his  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  high  treason, 
Nov.  4,  1794.  Hxs  plans  were  unfolded,  and  though  he  wai 
acquitted,  and  *^  Execution  was  not  done  On  Cawdor/*  yet  it  it 
not  impossible  that  hereafter^  (after  his  decease,)  some  honest 
chronicler  may  be  founds 

••  Who  will  report  (in  private) 
That  very  frankly  he  confess'd  his  treasonsi 
Implored  his  count ry^s  pardon,  and  set  forth 
A  deep  repentance.'*  (Macietb.) 

Till  that  hour  arrives,  I  shall  wait  for  the  continuation  of  his 
grammatical  researches,  which  are  promised  to  the  world,  with 
the  celebrated  wish  of  the  Satirist; 

Ut  vellem  his  potius  nugis  tota  ilia  dedisiet 
Tl^MPORA  savitije! 

JProm  the  abilities  and  uncommon  erudition  of  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  1  dread  much,  and  from  the  calmness  and  mildness  of 
his  conversation  I  should  apprehend  perhaps  mote,  fiut  as  I 
think  THE  WHOLE  Kingdom  is  fully,  and  deeply,  and  solemnly, 
and  MHidtirahlj  impressed  with  the  nature,  the  malignity,  the 
extent,  the  influence,  and  the  terror  of  the  grand  Revolutionary 
Principle,  and  the  desperate  fury  of  Reforming  societies  and 
embodied  factions,  I  trust  Great  Britain  and  her  Ministers  will 
tiever  suffer  the  arm  of  justice  abd  of  vigilance  to  remit,  or  to 
relax  it's  energies.     (Nov.  1797.) 

(^)  See  an  account  of  this  weak  and  contemptible  writer, 
William  Godwin,  and  his  Political  Justici^  in  Dialogue  III.  of 
the  Pt  of  L.— »See  also  a  future  note  in  this  Fourth  Dialogue. 

Aa  2 
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And  Holcroft  {c)  to  French  treason  adds  his  owil. 
When  Gallic  Diderot  in  vain  we  shun. 
His  blasted  pencil,  Fatalist,  (d)  and  Nun; 
When  St.  Pol  {e)  sounds  the  sacring  bell,  that  calls 
His  Priests  en  masse  from  Charles's  ruin'd  walls; 
When  Thelwall,  (/)  for  the  season,  quits  the  Strand. 

« 

To  organize  revolt  by  sea  and  lands 

When  Barristers  (^)  turn  authors;  authors  (A)  prate; 

Charles  Fox  allegiance  dares  to  calculate. 

And 

(f)  Thomas  Holcrofi, — An  author,  a  translator  of  plays  and  no- 
vels, and  a  luould-Be  directing  Statesman,  tried  for  High  Treason 
at  the  Old  Bailey  in  1794,  and  acquitted.  HorneTooke  cannot 
be  much  pleased  with  this  compeer.     Scurra  di^runidt  frUrm    See 

the  fable.     (1797.)  ' 

(^)  The  namei  of  his  posthumous  novels,  translated  for  th4 
benefit  of  Great  Britain. 

{e)  The  Bishop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  to  whom  the  care  of  the 
French  Emigrant  priests  is  committed  en  masse.  The  reader 
may  recollect  they  luere  maintained  in  the  old  mansion  built  \if 
Charles  the  Second  at  Winchester.— See  the  Preface  to  this  4tk 
Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L. 

(/J  This  indefatigable  incendiary  and  missionary  of  tkc 
French  Propaganda,  John  ThekvalJ^  has  now  his  Sebcols  qflUasm 
in  country  towns,  &c.  &c.    nspicrffcos  ept/x«vo/x6yo?.    (July  1797.) 

(g)  Mr.  Barrister  Erskine.^See  more  of  hini  and  hlsptm- 
phlet  on  the  French  war  in  a  future  note, 

{/j)  I  refer  to  the  Home  of  Commons* 
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And  with  his  sulph'rous  torch  relumes  the  pile   440 
With  unaverted  (/)  face,  and  ghastly  smile. 

Now 

(f)  In  ancient  times  among  the  Roinans,  when  the  publiQ 
ministers  of  funeral  obsequies  set  fire  to  the  pile,  tbejf  turntd  anck, 
tbiir  facts  m 

Trisce  ministeriaml  subjectam  more  parentum 
A'Virsi  tenuere  facem« 

Not  so  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  James  Fox  ! 

As  Mr.  Fox  loves  Greek,  and  reads  Greek,(nugari  solitus  Graece) 
I  will  give  my  opinion  of  Mr.  Fox's  tongue  and  eloquence  in  that 
language.  I  shall  then  say  of  it;  H  Txuaaa,  ri/^,  0  xoa-fMS 
ms  ahxia^^  vi  (tviKhcx  oXov  to  ccjfjiM^  %  ^Xoyt^s^a  tov  rpoy^fiv 
mi  76vs(reoi;f,  xai  ^Xoyi^o/xevTi  uiro  ms  reevwir,  ocxarxayjtro^ 
xoxov,  (JLEO-Tn  iH  Qooiam^opH,  If  Mr.  F.  would  attend  to  this 
Greek  author,  he  might  learn  the  xxXn  ctvxarpo^yi,  and  the 
wpavrm^  cofi(i;»     Even  Mr.  Fox  may  possibly  rtidwhat  Isaj* 

As  Mr.  Fox  is  nonu  (June  1797)  studying  Mr.  Gibbon's  His* 
lory,  he  will  find  many  an  instruccive  lesson  for  his  public 
conduct.  Mr.  FolT,  /  kuow^  cannot  always  construe  Mr.  G.*8 
English,  and  often  consults  his  friends  on  the  qxeaning  of  many 
passages  and  sentences ;  but  without  much  success.  His  friends 
can  confirm  what  I  say,  if  they  think  proper.* 

I  always 


*  Perhaps  Mr.  Fox  may  understand  and  construo  the  following 
sentence  f;om  the  luminous  Historian.  '^  An  aspiring  candidate 
may  be  tempted  to  build  bis  greatness  on  tbe  public  cotifusion^  bat 
it  16  the  interest  as  well  as  tbe  duty  0/*  the  Sovereign  to 
maintain  tbi  autboritj  of  tbe  laws.'*  Gibbon|  vol.  7*  p.  3q« 
ed.  8vo, 
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Now^when  beneath  the  dread  fraternal  (//)  frown 

Thb 

I  always  feeL  an  interest  in  Mr.  Fox's  stodies,  whether  he  is 
reading  Gibbon,  or  culling  simples  on  St.  Ann's  Hill  with  Aspzsia, 
or  poring  on  the  Odyssey,  in  lamentation  over  his  departed 
friends  in  the  H.  of  C.  in  the  old  Bard*i  language, 

ApyviJLEycs  w  T€  yl^uy/iv  xai  Nocttov  Kraufwv, 
A>A'  hJ'  flJr  ErapHf  ippvsxrOt  Uf^svof  »^.+ 
Cut  his  Krxipi  or  friends  are  said  to  have  left  him  only  on  ont 
account ;  his  good  humour  and  abi-lity  having  never  forsaken 
him.     The  account  b  this,  deep»  short,  and  fuJI : 

On   this  subj::ct  I  would   neiv^^  add   a    remark   or  two.    I 
ivould  remind  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  subject  of  Radical  Reform^  or  any 
similar  subject,  that  the  Historian  De  Bella  Civili  has  recorded 
this  exprcsiionof  Caius  Gracchus;  A9pcus  THN  BOTAHN 
\Senatum)  xaOr,^y)xgi.     The  Historian  proceeds  to  say,  that  when 
THE   MEASURES  of  Caius  GraccLus  had  htcw  iriiJ,  and  baitdM 
fffict^  his  words  were  found  to  be  true.     Tti  ^*£f7»  f^hm; 
£2  riEIPAN,  fxgi^ovwf  eri  ex^avtivai  t*  ETToy  n*  rpaxx*'"* 

Taxv  Ts  ir^iriv  ANE2TPAO0AI  TO  KPAT02  THE 
nOAITEIAS!  \\[a)  Are  the  words  f^mn  to  thii  leaned 
modern  Grecian  ?  Does  Mr.  Fox  understand  ? 

Let  me  also  add,  that  in  after  time^  tbi  Tribune  Vatinias  ctti* 
ferred  on  Casar  the  government  of  Qsalpine  Garni i  and,  whitil 
singular  enough,  in  the  very  same  days  Gabinius,  a  Consal  4 
{>rofligate  character,  assured  tbi  fiople^  **  Errare  Chfes^  A  too 

*^  Senatnm 


t  Od.  L.  I.  X  Od.  L.  I.V.2.  §  March,  1798. 

(a)  Appian,  De  Bello  Civili^  Lib.  i.  p.  363.  Edit.  H^Stcphr 


I 
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The  harp  revcrsM  grates  discord  on  the  Crown ; 

When 

**  Senatum  aliquid  in  Republica'posse  arbitrabantur."*  See  the 
great  Chapter  De  Mutatii  Mutandis,  by  the  mew  Trium- 
TZKATE  io  England. 

Mirantur  tacitit  //dubio  pro  fulmine  ptuJent!  {b) 

The  further  I  extend  my  researches,  political  or  historical, 
the  less  do  I  find  any  thing  which,  in  governments  and  states^ 
and  in  the  revolutions  of  governments,  is  absolutely  new  ia 
kind,  but  in  degree,  new  beyond  comparison*  But  as  to  the 
objects  of  fear,  caution,  and  apprehension,  I  see  them  more  and 
more ;  the  events  pf  which  will  be  nenjj  and  terrible  indeed  to 
Great  Britain,  if  we  do  not  find  mercy  in  this  day  of  wrath, 
horror,  and  convulsion.  Yet  at  the  same  time,  1  think  I  see 
oor  means  of  Defence  increased,  and  the  spirit,  generosity,  and 

rcsulution 

^  Cicero  Orat.  pro  Sext.  12. 
{h)  Stat.  Theb.  L.  10  —Sir  R.  Walpole  spoke  with  spirit  on 
the  Sicidersfrom  PaiLamrnt  in  1742.  Mr.  Coxe  in  his  important 
and  very  valuable  Memoirs  and  original  diplomatic  correspondence 
of  that  Minister,  observes  that,  ^*  The  consequence  of  this  mea- 
sure nuas  ttrthe  Seceders  Siappointment  and  speedy  repentance,  to 
the  Ministers  satisfaction  and  triumph.  They  even  flaiiered 
themselves  with  the  hopes  of  bting  called  hack  to  their  posts* 
They  soon  experienced  the  ill  policy  of  their  conduct.  Tb$ 
matUn  woas  not  inflamed  ly  their  conduct**  See  and  lea'i  the 
Memoirs  of  Sir  R.  Walpole,  vol.  i.  4to.  p.  606 —Mr.  Fox^ 
who,  as  well  as  every  other  statesman,  will  certainly  peruse  this 
curious  and  instructive  work,  should  remember  a  saying  of  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  the  enemy  and  opposer  of  Walpole ;  **  History  if 
philosophy  teaching  by  c^aniflis.'*    (March  X798,) 

Aa4 
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When  Transatlantic  Emigrants  can  roam 

But 


resolution  of  Ouk  Great  Nation  raised  and  animated  toad| 

AS  0N£  MAN. 

If  ever  there  was  a  time,  when  the  Ministers  of  a  Coontrj 
might  feel  an  assurance  nvitbin  tbemselvts  that  the  GEHIRAL 
piuNciPLES,  on  which  they  have  acted,  have  been  just  and  josti* 
fiable,  and  that  they  might  throw  themselves  on  the  judgment  of 
their  Country ;  in  my  opinion,  it  is  the  present  hour.  The 
state  of  Europe  has  proved  the  intentions  of  France  f rom  tke 
£rst  moment  of  her  Revolution;  and  every  historical  document 
daily  confirms  the  proof.  Though  I  profess  no  personal  predi- 
lection for  Mr.  PiTTy  yet  I  join  in  the  common  gratitude  for  lui 
firmness,  unbending  and  inflexible  perseverance  in  geutral^ivi* 
ciples,  which,  under  Providence,  may  yet  prove  our  salvation. 
Upon  very  serioos  and  mature  reflection,  I  feel  a  rooted  and 
unconquerable  veneration  for  this  great  and  transcendeat 
character. 

17>  TE,  FORTISSIMS  TeUCRJIm, 

jfccipio  agnoscoqui  iibeus  /  ut  viria  Partntis^ 

Et  v§cim  Anchisa  macni  meutimqui  recordor !       ( 1 798.) 

(/V)  I  alhide  to  the  union  or  French  Brotherhoad  in  Ireland 
mrith  their  Book  of  BeatL-^Set  the  Reports  of  the  Irish  Pir« 
liamentary  Committee,  and  the  memorable  speech  of  the  Rt, 
Hon.  John  Earl  of  Clare,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  la 
the  H.  of  Lords  on  the  19th  Feb.  1798,  on  the  motion  of  the 
EarlofMoira.  (Reprinted,  Wright,  Piccadilly.)  The  verbal 
variations  of  the  editions  of  it  are  of  little  consequence*  The 
whole  of  it  should  be  read,  as  spoken  by  that  eloquent,  leamedy 
well-informed,  patriotic,  and  undaunted  Statesman.  (Mareb 
1798.)  z 
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But  to  return,  and  praise  our  [k)  English  home. 
Now  when  the  French  defend  us  (/)  in  disgrace, 
French  swords,  French  fraud,  French  priests,  and 

French  grimace; 
When  England  changes  arms-— At  such  a  view 
Must  I  find  method  J  verse,  and  patience  too? 
My  verse,  the  thunder  of  a  Patriot's  voice,         450 
Cries  loud  to  all,  who  England  make  their  choice, 
*^  Throw  wide  that  portal;  let  no  Roman  wait,  429 
**  But  march  with  Priestly  through  thcdextral  gate.(i»); 

OCTAVIUS. 


(i)  See  Mr,  Cooper  of  Manchester's  Account  on  his  retam 
from  America,  and  the  Letters  of  some  wandering  Joumeymaa 
Weaver  or  Carpenteri  I  forget  which,  &c.  &c«  Impudens  liqui 
patrios  Penates,  &c« 

(/)  I  allude  to  the  French  Emigrant  Regiments,  enrolled  in 
the  British  army*  Surely  this  is  a  measure  of  government 
unwise,  and  unaccountable  on  any  sound  principle ;  a  project  of 
desperation,  one  would  think.    Is  this  a  time  for  Englishmen  to 

Mutemns  dypeos,  Danaimjui  insignia  nobis 

Aptemus.  (Joly  1797.) 

{m)  V  Through  the  i/extrai  gate  !'*— My  allusion  is  this.    la  ' 
ucient  times,  the  most  frequented  roads  to  the  city  of  Rome  had 
ihfi/i  gatest    They  who  came  into  tb$  titj  passed  through  the 

lcfi«h4iul 
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OCTAVIUS. 

T»Ik  thus,  e'en  Horsley  shall  applaud :  proceed. 

AUTHOR. 

The  tears  that  Britain  sheds,  her  wounds  thatbleed^ 
Call  for  a  fostVing  hand,  the  balm  of  Peace  j 
Not  styptics,  which  the  sanguine  tide  increase  ; 

Such 


lefc-htnd  gate ;  and  thiy  nvho  ivent  out  of  the  city  todkthe 
rigbt'band gzxt.  See  Nardini  Roma  Antica,  L.  lo.  c.  9.  Pliojr, 
in  his  Natural  History,  in  the  Chapter  de  Roma,  Lib.  3.  c.;. 
speaking  of  the  gates  of  the  city,  says,  ^^  that  tweivi  of  the 
*'  tbiriy'se*vem  gates  should  only  be  numhered  once.  {Smil  mau^ 
^*  rari),**  The  expression  is  odd,  but  it  alludes  to  luch  of 
those  gates  as  vitvt  double  in  this  sense.  This  was  not  unknown 
in  other  Italian  cities.  The  Portfl  de*  Bonari  at  Verona  (in  the 
opinion  of  the  Marquese  Scipio  Maffei,  Verona  Illustratif 
Part  3.)  was  in  reality  a  twin  or  double  gate,  though  it  has  been 
mistaken  by  some  antiquaries  for  an  arch  of  triumph. 

In  times  like  tbe  fresent^  I  would  nenfer  sbut  those  dcublf  g>tes 
in  anjf  city^  when  the  turbulent,  discontented,  and  factious  with 
to  retire  into  foreign  parts.     Wc  all  remember,  that  Sir  Arthur 
Hazelrig,  John  Hampden,  and  Oliver  Cromwell,  being  re^dy  (f 
jail  /9r  Amerifa^  were  5T0PP.£1>  tj  9r4ir  ^  Q^until!    Hume's 

wprd» 
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Such  as  State- quacks,  or  Barristers  expose 

JFor  fame  and  sale,  and  sleeping  might  disclose. 

In  state  affairs  all  Barristers  are  vain,  {mm)       .    46'd> 

And  Erskine  nods,  the  opium  (»)  in  his  brain. 

Saw*st 

<words  are  very  strong  and  remarkable  in  this  UctuHmg  age^ 
«•  They  (i.  e.  Hampden,  Hazelrig,  and  Cromwell)  had  resolvi^ 
for  ever  to  abandon  their  native  coantry,  and  fly  to  the  other 
extremity  of  the  globe,  where  they  might  enjvy  lectures  and 
discourses  of  any  length  or  form  that  pleased  them.'*  Mr« 
Hume  adds,  very  significantly,  "  The  King  had  afterwards  fall 
leisure  to  repent  this  exercise  of  his  authority.*'  Home's  Hbt» 
vol.6,  p.  311.  £d.  8vo.  1773* 

{mm)  This  mast  be  understood  with  an  exception  or  twQ« 
^  We  sHI  remember,  when  Thurlow  and  WEDDBaiuaMV 
(now  the  Lords  Thurlow  and  Loughborough)  were  first  called 
Into  Parliament,  how  soon  they  proved  what  manner  of  men 
they  were.  They  separated  the  Lawyer  from  the  Sutesmaiu 
It  was  a  proud  day  for  the  Bar  at  that  period ;  for  never  before 
that  day,  were  such  irresistible,  overbearing  powers  and  talcnH 
displayed  by  the  official  defenders  of  a  Minbter: 

Hos  mirabantur  Athens 
Torrentes,  pleni  et  moderantes  fraena  theatri ! 

Lord  North  indeed,  when  he  appointed  Thurlow  and  Wed- 
derburne  his  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  meant  no  more  than 
to  give  bpiric,  eloquence,  and  argument  to  his  measures  ;  but  ia 
effect,  he  hung  a  mill-stone  on  the  necks  of  all  their  successors*" 
Viti,  Epistle  to  the  Transh  of  the  P.  of  L.  p.  26. 

(«)  Erskine. — Mr.  Barrister  Erskine  is  celebrated  for  taking 
ppium  in  great  qaantities^  (I  have  of  tea  h^ard  him  speak  in 


«^»Jtt«M« 
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Saw'st  thou,  (or  did  my  troubled  fancy  dream  ?) 

High 

)>raiie  of  it)  and  if  he  proceeds  in  this  manner,  it  is  apprebended 
chat  hif  f§litical  faculties  will  die  of  too  large  a  dose,  of  which 
there  are  manj^  symptoms  already.  I  would  be  clearly  nnder^ 
stood,  that  ali  my  observations  are  confined  to  his  political  con- 
duct and  career.  They  are  not  extended  to  his  professional 
diaracter,  which  is  great,  or  to  his  private  life«  which  no  man  ia 
inclined  to  respect  more  than  myself :  bat  his  political  doctrines 
are  plunging  and  dangerous.  Mr.  Erskine  has  ii\fornied  the 
public,  that  he  has  not  thi  taUnts  of  a  statesman^  which,  in  com- 
flnon  with  the  kingdom  at  large,  I  readily  admit  as  part  of  my 
political  creed ;  though  it  is  so  v^ry  plaiu,  as  hardly  to  be  an 
article  of  faith. 

la  his  late  £imsy  and  puerile  '*  View  of  the  Causes  and 
Consequences  of  the  present  French  War,"  he  comes  forth 
10  the  public  piaXa  orof  iO-riXA;;  xai  coGapas^  to  use  an  ex- 
pression from  Themistius ;  but  I  cannot  stile  him  in  the 
words  of  that  orator,  before  the  Emperor  Constantios,  as 
Arc/^  fJLOtpas  ^vG^i  fjusTsypv^  Zatov  H^aviov,  cxsidsv  ioQsif  roif 
rv)Sc  us  sTripuXciav.  {a)  I  positively  will  not  translate  this 
Greek,  either  for  the  Barrister  himself,  or  the  country  membertp 
or  the  eledtors  of  the  town  of  Portsmouth;  but  l^hlkll  leave  it, 
to  be  rendered  faithfully  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Parr,  or  Mr.  £rskine*s 
language  master.  Indeed  in  this  age  we  require  nothing  but 
what  we  call,  eloquence  ;  though  the  term  is  miserably  abused. 
But  such  as  it  is,  eloquence  in  the  political  world  is  like  charitj 
in  the  Christian  character;  without  it  a  man  is  counted  dead. 

In  ancient  times  however,  in  one  particular  there  was  a 
great  and  essential  difference  from  the  present.  Perhaps  it  may 
not  be  without  use  to  hint,  and  to  remind  some  persons,  that  in 

Greece 

(a)  Themist.  Orat.  p.  %•  Ed,  foK  Hardaini|  1684k 
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High  o'er  yon  cliff,  in  majesty  supreme, 

Vengeance 

Greece  and  AthenSi  ^  apud  Greclaoi)  (in  the  opinion  and 
triamphant  language  of  Cicero,*)  quz  semper  ELoqjraMTiJB 
FRiNCEPs  £ssB  voLuiT,  atquc  ilUs  ooinium  doctrinarum 
inventrices  ^/i&^fftfj,  in  quibus  8VMm\  dicendi  vis  ec  invents 
est  et  perfecta;"  in  Greece  and  Athens,  I  say,  Oratoi^ 
and  Barristers  were  never  permitted  to  make  any  epikgus  or 
peroration  whatsoever  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  senates 
Epilogos  iLLi  mos  civitatis  abstulerat,  says  Quintiliant; 
and  from  whom  ?  From  Demosthenes.  On  which  passage 
the  learned  Turnebus  observes,  *'  Non  licebat  Athekis  afFectam. 
jnovare,  ac  ne  Epilogo  quidem  uti  ;**  and  yet  Dbmosthenbs 
appeared  under  this  restriction.  What  does  Mr.  Ersklne  think  ? 
Has  he  ever  read  the  Pleadings  for  the  Crown,  ot  against 
Midias,  or  TIspi  TliipxvpsaScKii  ?  } 

Mr.  Erskinb  always  appears  to  oie  below  his  natural  sizet 
when  he  speaks  in  the  House  of  Commons :  I  have  too  oft^n 

disliked 


*  De  Orat.  L.  i.  f  Quint.  L.  lo.  c*  x 

f  Mr.  Erskine,  if  he  ever  read  this  last  oration,  ^niay  perhaps 
recollect  the  alhision  to  the  WaterCiocky  by  which  the  length 
of  public  speeches  was  regulated.  Ovo  ^yx^i  /xsra  rxv^''  uioj^ 
«$£!(  £/xoi.  The  use  of  ihis  Clepsydra  is  proved  from  various 
authorities  by  the  learned  Sigonius,  concerning  the  customs  of 
the  Athenians.  I  am  told  it  is  in  contemplation  to  have  Clep- 
•ydrae  or  Water-Clocks  in  either  House  of  Parliament,  and  in 
all  the  Courts  of  Law  at  Westminster.  What  an  useful  inven- 
tion for  the  Public  !  Such  a  custom  might  be  safely  adopted 
even  from  a  tyrannical  democracy  ;  and  we  should  never  forget, 
that  iuih  was  the  Constitution  of  Athens. 


C.382    ] 
Vengpance  his  attribute,  (and>  as  he  trod. 


The 


disliked  his  manoer  and  his  matter.  In  Westminster  HaQ 
tie  is  without  an  equal :  he  has  no  rival  in  the  eloquence 
adapted  to  the  Bar  and  a  Jury.  But  as  he  confesses  himself  no 
i  Statesman,  he  should  have  spoken  with  more  modesty  and 
deference  on  political  subjects  to  those,  who  are  confessedly 
great  statesmen  in  the  esteem  of  the  country.  I  will  Ifcave  frf 
jyfr.  Erskine's  ear  the  words  which  Demosthenes  thundered 
Mgsiinstj^ft^rotion.  It  cannot  however  be  supposed  for  a  moment, 
that  1  can  mean  to  compare  a  gentleman  of  genius  and  distinc- 
tion like  Mr.  Erskine,  with  such  a  being  as  Androtion.  J  only 
J^ive  the  words,  and  Dr.  Parr  may  translate  them  if  he  pleases. 

AT/xoXoyeiTO  sivai^  hx  av,  of  Av^pss  A6riVaioi,  rxq  vSpsi;  %yc^a&e 
Tflts"  T»TH,  ar  xarx  t>iv  ayopav  Jo^<|cV,  Socav  sv  rai;  exxKnatai;^ 
fTi  TH  Sr,fJMro^i  i»K»s  xai  ex  ^hKuv  xoXa/v  hxuTu  feXriMf,   nai  al 

In  conclusion,  I  recommend  to  all  persons  who  have  an  itcti 
for  writing  or  speaking,  in  public  or  private,  /rom  Mr.  Bar* 
•  lister  Erskine  4/o*wn  to  Mr.  Dent  and  his  dogs,  to  study  with 
care  the  following  passr.ge  from  Lord  Shattebbury,  in  his 
il^dvicc  to  an  Author.  The  words  are  these  ;  **  Where  the 
harm  would  be  of  spending  some  discourse,  and  l)estowia{ 
a  little  breath  and  clear  voict  purely  upon  ourselves,  1  cannot 
tee.  We  might  perad venture  be  less  noisy  and  more  profit- 
able in  company,  if  ac  convenient  times  we  discharge  somt 
of  our  articulate  sound,  and  sfoke  to  oursihes  viva  voce,  ivhem 

aIoik. 


*  Demosth.   Oral.     Kjtra  AvSpoTwyoj,     Gr.  Ed.  Beneoatxt 
1 570.  page  298. 
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The  conscious  waves  roird  back!)  the  passing GoD^ 
That  shook  old  Ocean's  empire  ?  from  beneath 
Strange  threatening  notes  in  hollow  murmurs  breathe. 
Hoarse  through  the  deafen*d  shrouds !     But  hush'd 

the  blast. 
The  Tridentus  confirmed  :  the  dream  is  past,  {o) 

Oh 


mUftc.*'  Advice  to  an  Author,  Sect.  z.  This  anticipating 
remedy  of  Soliloquy  the  noble  adviser  prescribet  against  the 
disease,  called  The  Leprosy  of  Eloqjtekci,  which  it 
now  a  British  Epidemic.  Mr.  Erskine,  as  I  have  been  informed, 
has  been  under  a  regimen  for  a  long  time  to  no  effect,  and 
a  Committee  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  (appointed  by  the 
House)  who  have  examined  Mr.  Erskine's  ease,  and  the  state 
of  his  blood,  have  reported  it  as  their  opinion,  that  'this  Le* 
prosy  of  Eloquence,  with  which  he  is  infected,  is  like  the 
Leprosy  of  Naaman  the  Syiian,  that  it  will  c/iave  to  him /or 
fv#r,  except  he  rigidly  adheres  to  Lord  Shaftesbury's  anticipating 
remedy  of  soliloquy,  and  abstains  from  speaking  in  ail  places 
but  in  the  Court  of  King^s  Bench. — Via  sejactet  in  aula  ^olus! 
(July  1797.) 

(«)  These  lines  were  written  and  inserted  here  at  the  latter  end 
of  the  month  of  May,  1797. 

Froh  dolor !  Imperium  Pelagi,  savumc^e  Tridintim 
Cui  nunc  sorte  datum  ? 

A  patriotic  poet  may  be,  I  hope,  in  this  instance  prophetical ; 
*  The  dream  is  past."^    Behold  the  confifmatioa  by  Admiral 

Viscount 
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Oh,  strong  against  ourselves,  and  rashly  bold!  470 
No  voice,  as  in  the  Hebrew  fane  of  old. 
From  Britain's  center  to  her  utmost  bounds. 
From  parting  (/r)  angels  in  sad  accent  sounds : 

Paine 

Viscount  Duncan,  Earl  St.  Vincent,  and  Earl  Howe,  the  great 
Naval  Triumvirs.    I  trust  we  shall  never  again  sav, 

Eunt  iUtis  TERR  ARUM  CRIMINA  W/ i  / 

Ex  quo  Jura  Freti,  majestatemque  repostam 

Rupit  lasonia  Puff  is  Pagasaa  rapina  I  (a)       (Nov.  X797.) 

{p)  I  trust  that  Great  Britain  is  yet  firm,  and  that  the  guar* 
dians  of  her  laws  and  constitution  will  stand  bold,  ondaunted, 
and  with  deliberate  valour.  My  allusion  in  the  verse  is 
this.  After  the  profanation  of  the  temple  at  Jerusalem, 
under  the  Roman  Emperor  Titus,  we  read  (it  is  re^rded  bjr 
their  own  Historian)  ihzt  the  voices  of  guardian  angels  were 
heard  at  the  dead  of  night,  crying  out  through  it'b  inmost 
recesses,  METaCajvfy/utEv  Evtei/S^v,  "  Let  us  depart  hence!"  See 
the  seventh  book  of  the  Jewish  War,  by  Josephus.  (Jb)  I  re- 
commend the  perusal  of  the  whole  of  that  wonderful  section. (r) 

Th^  Historian,  in  some  parts  of  it,  is  scarcely  inferior  in  spirit^ 
language,  and  sublimity,  to  i^schylus  himself.  Sorely  at  this 
most  awful  hour  when,  I  am  almost  tempted  to  say,  the  moral 
and  the  natural  world  seem  to  be  breaking  op  together,  when  the 
most  powerful  European  stales,  and  populous  cities  have  been 
convulsed  or  overthrown,  can  we  hear,  without  secret  emotion 

and 

fa)  Siatius,  Achill.  L.  i.    (^)  Joseph,  p.  1280  Edit.  Hudi.  Oxoa. 

(f)  L.  7.  Cap.  5. 


t^aine  may  blaspheme.  Tone,  Tookcj  and  Thelwall 

mourn, 
Our  Ark  (j)  is  still  by  hallo w'd  hands  upborne ! 

I  too 

bnd  without  a  k'ndred  horror,  what  the  Historian  calls,  tlie 
pA/pboitxa/v  rayyi,%r(ay  aXaXayfxos^  evfjL^spofjLeVcuv^  the  ron^ 
^ra.(ri(x<Troijy  irvpi  tloli  aiSvipaf  XEX(/xXa;/xsva;v  xpavyri^  Can  we 
read  unmoved,  Oi/ts  ^Xixias*  9)v  eXeof,  iiit' ivrpoiru  <rg/xvoT»jtof ! 
AiyLOJ  fMoipxivofjLsyoi  xau  iJL5(AMKors^  its  oivpfjLSS  xau  xpxuynv 
iVTovrttsav.  Sz/vyj^Ei  jra  riEipccia^,  xat  ra,  irspj^  opn  QapimpoLit 
iroiHvra  tt/v  o/)/x9}y.  T«  QopuSs  rx  Yla^  foSepofrspa  1  xtX.-— 
I  will  make  no  apology  for  presenting  the  learned  reader  with 
this  passage^  as  Longinus  would  say,  Ourcj  fxsyaXoi  61  Xoyci, 
XXI  efjuSpiBeif  oLi  Evvoiar  o>.ov  (7a;/xaTiOv  ^pa/xarixov  x%i  ivayuviov.* 
I  expect  his  thanks  and  not  his  censure^  if  he  is  worthy  t9 
read  it. 

{^)  The  jfbte  Barruel  has  done  a  public  service  to  Europe^ 
by  his  eloquent  and  perspicuous  delineation  of  tke  History  of 
Jacohinumy  in  his  work  intitled  '*  Mintoires  four  strvir  a  P  histoire 
"  dtt  Jacohinisme*^  I  by  no  means  subscribe  to  all  the  Abbe's 
opinions  and  particular  doctrines^  or  to  hit  whims  and  fancies : 
hot  in  the  disposition  of  the  whole  work,  I  perceive  the  hand 
of  a  master.  He  has  discovered,  and  traced  from  the  ver/ 
source,  the  original  Cabal  and  it's  impious  infamous  leaders; 
and  he  has  laid  down  their  scheme,  and  disposed  the  proofs 
from  their  own  authentic  writings  and  works,  in  a  convincing, 
orderly,  and  logical  arrangement.  It  is  the  best  historical  and 
critical  commentary^  extant  (except  the  events  themselves)  on 
Mr.  fiurke's  first  work,  called  *^  Reflections  on  the  Rerolntioa 

Bb  11^ 

^  Longin,  Sect*  9*  de  Sablim. 
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I  too  will  call,  loud  through  the  gathering  stornf^ 

Godwirf 

in  France.'^  I790.    It  is  worthy  to  be  read  by  all  who  ait 
-  interested  id  the  great  cause  of  God  and  man|  and  I  hope  it  will 
be  read  and  studied. 

Finh  el  j^tai 
Tfitantro;  seka  volvmvs  decvs  a^dere  uorti  ! 

It  is  for  such  paramount  reasons,  that  the  Legislature  and  all 
the  Magistrates  of  Great  Britain  are  loudly  called  fipou  /•  cofitrolt 
(while  they  yet  can  controll  with  effect)  by  the  laiv^  and  by  the 
law  alone^  such  works  as  those  by  Thomas  Paine,  and  all  the 
spawn  of  lewdness,  infidelity,  and  democracy,  in  their  Tigour, 
or  in  their  dotage.  They  are  called  upon  to  repress  hjlatv  such 
popular  works  or  novels  as  thb  Monk,  by  M.  Lewis  Esq.M.  P« 
which  I  have  stated  *  amply,  and,  as  I  think,  have  proved,  to  be 
indecent  and  blai^phemons ;  and  to  watch  over  the  proceedings 
of  Dr.  Geddes,-f  the  new  Translator  of  the  Bible. 

The  plain  questions  are  these  :  **  Are  we  to  bi  preserved? 
Mid,  **  Can  we  be  preserved?" 

The  French  Revolution  is  no*w  matter  of  history^  I  meas  of 
history  speaking  in  ever}'  language  of  every  nation  of  Europe.  ^ 
One  establishment  upholds  another ;  and  the  fall  of  any  ooe  draws 
after  it  a  lorg  ruin.  Read  the  Memoires  of  the  Abbe  BarueIy 
and  doubt,  if  you  can,  whether  Literature  has  power  to  kill, 
and  to  make  alive.  Acheist  Statesmen  always  co-operate  with 
Atheist  Philosopher?^  but  are  generally  duped  by  them.  **  Hi 
prcnnent  leurs  ordres  «•  sans  le  savoir,"  said  D*Alembert  in 
the  plenitude  of  his  impudence. 

The  grand  triple  Conspiracy  and  trusbing  Cabal,  under  all  it's 
horrid  formularies,  against  religion,  regal  pawer^  tnd  socisd 

Ofdif 
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t  lb.  Pxef.  to  Dial.  IV, 
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Order  under  Moral  restraint,  h^s  shewn  what  is  the  force  and 
potency  of  Literature,  stimulated  and  conducted  by  an 
exterminating  philosophy.     Lbt  England  bewars  and  look 

TO  HERSELF  !  * 

**  Me  veterum  frequens 
Memphis  pyramidum  docet; 
Me  pressae  tumulo  lacryma  glorise  ! 

Me  projecta  jacentium 
Fasbim  per  populos  busta  Quiritium^ 

Fumantumque  cadavera 
Regnorum  tacito,  Rufe,  silentio 
Ma'stum  multa  moneni !" 
(r)  Godwin.-^**  Eccc  iierum   Crispinus!"   and  1  wish  1 
tieed  not  proceed  with  the  line,   *'  £t  est  mihi  saepe  vocaodus 
*'  in  partes:    Monstrum   nulli    virtute  redemptum."— In  mjr 
note  in  Dialogae  the  Third  of  the  P.  of  L.  I  thought  I  had  taken 
leave  of  William  Godwin  ;  but  he  has  again  obtruded  himself 
upon   the  public.     As  one  of  the  public,  I  shall  give  a  few 
remarks  on  his  late  book^  called  <<  The  Enquirer,  or  Reflections 
'*  on  Education,  MannerS|  and  Literature,  in  a  series  of  Essays*** 
Of  his  Enquiry  concerning  Political  Justice,  the  author  indeed 
(iiffers  in  opinion  from  me.     He  declares,  in  his  Preface  to  his 
Efiqiurrr,  that  *'  An  Enquiry  thus  pursued  on  Political  Justice* 
(i.  e.  as  he,  William  Godwin,  has  pursued  it)  //  undoubttMj  in 

TUB 
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*  See  also  **  the  Proofs  of  a  Conspiracy  against  all  the  Rell* 

'*  gions  and  Governments  of  Europe,  carried  on  in  the  Secret 

*<  Meetings  of  Free  Masons,  Illuminati,  &c,  &c.  by  J.  RobisoD^ 

'*  A.M."     A  book  of  great  importance  and  solemn  warning  to 

this  country,  which  should  be  perused  with  Abbi  Barttel*s  work. 

They  reflect  a  powerful  light  on  each  ether. 

Bba 
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THE  niSMEST  sTYtE  OF  man!!  !**    E«t  as  I  have   gWcn  my 

opinion  upon  it  in  the  Third  Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L.  I  sh&J{ 

say  nothing  here.     Yet  I  might  add,  as  it  is  recorded  of  the 

infidel  Boaster  before  Thebes, 

Si  tardius  artus 

Cessisscnt,  petuit  Juimen  me  ruts  se  secundum,  * 

I  shall  take  but  a  J^^  chapters  of  his  new  book,  for  vt^\)y  I 

should  fatigue  myself  and  my  reader  past  all  sufTeiance,  if  I  were 

to  go  through  with  it.     The  spirit  and  the  manner  is  the  same  in 

«//  theic  Essays.     **  The  present  volume,"  (i.  c.  the  Enquirer) 

he  informs  us,  (Preface,  p.  8  )   "  is  presented  to  the  contcmpiative 

reader,  not  ^^^  dicta,  but  as   the   matepvIals   of  THiNKiNC, 

and    that   they  are  committed    to   his    mercy."       He    add.*, 

"  that  with  as  ardent  a  passion  for  innovation  as  ever,  he,  (i.  e. 

William  Godwin)  feels  himself  more  patient   and   tranquil.*' 

This  is  pleasant  to  himself  certainly,  but  whether  his  opiniooi 

and  their  consequences  will  promote  patience  and  tranqmillity  ia 

€tbir  men,  is  all  that  we  are  concerned  to  know,  and  tocxposct 

He  professes  to  write  a  nr.oral  work :  it  is  miscellaneous  and 

unconnected,  whatever  he  may  think. 

I  would  premise,  that  there  is  a  diiFerence  in  considering  & 
moral  and  a  roere  metaphysical  Enquiry.  In  the  latter,  it  is 
Just  and  necessary  to  take  in  all  the  parts  of  a  system,  to  know 
it's  efficacy  and  apparent  truth  ;  but  in  amoral  work  there  is  not 
the  same  necessity,  and  for  this  plain  reason.  Mankind  art 
guided  in  their  actions^  not  by  system,  but  by  single  impulses  \  by 
detached  maxims,  by  aphorisms,  by  sentences,  which  have  fre^ 
qaently  the  force  of  whole  volumes.  Whatever  impels  to  actioa 
singly  and  by  itsdf^  may  be  considered  also  apart,  and  held  forth 
cither  (o  approbation,  or  to  censure.    For  this  important  reasoi 

Ishail 
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Their  colcmrs  gaudy,   though  but  idly  (/)  spread. 

Better 

1  shall  offer  to  the  public  notice  some  passages  from  ''  The  En«i 
**  quirer,  by  William  Godwin."  The  book  perhaps  has  been 
read  very  little  ;  but  as  it  is  published  and  may  be  read,  I  am 
»ure  it  ought  to  be  criticized,  not  from  it's  excellcBcc*  nor  the 
ability  of  the  writer,  but  from  the  subject  matter. 

His  first  Chapter  or  Essay  is,  *'  Of  awahning  the  Mind.^^  He 
begins  with  so  *very  nvtse  a  sentence,  that  we  are  naturally  prepared 
for  much  instruction,  I  have  indeed  been  told,  that  Mr,  Godwin's 
mother,  like  little  Isaac's  in  Sheridan's  Duenna,  used  to  call 
him  ^'  Little  Solomon."  What  is  this  sentence  ?  verbatim  as 
follows;  "  If  individuals  were  universally  happy,  the  species 
would  he  happy  I"  Again.  **  When  a  child  is  born,  one  of 
the  earliest  purposes  of  his  insritutor  ought  to  b^,  to  aivaken 
bh  minify  to  breathe  a  soul  into  the^  as  yet  unformed,  mais^ 
Whether  the  mais  is  the  mind^  or  the  mind  the  mass^  and  at  what 
time  the  soul  is  to  be  breathed  into  the  mind,  is  not  quite  clear ;  bnt 
it  is  very  instructive.  Mr.  Godwin  also  thinks,  that  •*  it  is  not 
the  absurdest  of  paradoxes  to  affirm,  that  the  true  object  of 
juvenile  education  is  to  teach  no  one  thing  in  particular  ;  but  (the 
reader  will  be  rather  surprised)  to  provide,  against  the  age  of 
five^andtiventy^  a  mind  well  regulated,  active,  and  prepared  t§ 
iearny  It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  ^r»/r4/  education  of 
mankind  is  the  object  under  consideration. 

If  the  reader's  mind  is  i\o\,  avjakened  by  such  an  alarum  of 
^onsense,  I  think  he  must  be  deeply  in  tranced,  as  fast  as  a  mpdern 
watchman,  or  Mr.  Godwin  himself,  when  he  wrote  the  chapter. 

Next  comes  Essay  2.  "  On.  the  Utility  of  Talents."  From 
this  we  learn,  in  Mr.  Godwin's  own  words,  that  "  The  only 
complete  protection  against  the  appellation  of  fool^  is  to    b,c 

B  b  3       '  the 
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the  possessor  of  MMcommcn  capacity  ;'*  and  that  '<  a  self'sathfiii^ 
bul/'nAtiited  fellow  is  the  mosi  riJiculous  of  all  thins^s.**  Thi$ 
18  also  very  instrueti've^  and  lets  us  into  the  secret  of  Mr.  Godwins 
wits,  and  his  self-satisfaction.  But  I  cannot  think  Mr.  6/s 
instructions  will  *'  produce  in  his  pupil  or  child  (if  he  has 
cither)  one  of  the  long^loohed-for  say i ours  of  the  humam  race,^^  ft 
Blight  perhaps  produce  another  Anacharsis  Cloot^  the  Orattr 
of  the  human  i*ace. 

Then  come  •*  The  Sources  of  Genius^"  in  Essay  3.  The 
sentiments  are  either  so  trite*  or  so  absurd,  or  so  wicked,  that  it 
IS  difficult  to  choose.  One  of  them  I  must  select. — Of  the 
children  of  feasants^  Mr.  G.  observes,  *^  That  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  the  very  traces  of  understanding  arc  obliteratetl* 
They  are  enlisted  at  the  crimping  bouse  of  oppression.  They 
are  hrutifitd  by  immoderate  and  unremitting  labour.  Their 
hearts  are  hardened^  and  their  spirits  broken^  by  ail  that  they  ;/fi 
all  that  they///?,  and  all    that  they  look  for<ward  to»    This  i» 

ONE    OF    THE   MOST  INTERESTING   POINTS    OF  VIEW,  in  which 

we  consider  the  present  order  of  Sociity!  !  !  It  is  the  gieit 
elaugbter  bouse  of  genius,  and  of  mind.  It  is  the  jptreUntifi 
murderer  of  hope  and  gaiety,  of  the  love  of  reflection,  and  •/ 
ibelove  of  life,^^  p.  16.  This  it  is,  I  suppose,  as  this  atrocious 
but  foolish  writer  would  call  it^  to  promote  patience  and trfiaquiiiitj 
^mong  mankind  !  Mr.  G.  has  not  yet  done.  Essay  the  4th  is 
on  the  same  Sources.  Here  he  proves  too  much  for  himself. 
He  says,  p.  19.  **  There  is  an  insanity  among  Philosophers, 
that  has  brought  Philosophy  itself  into  discredit." 

At  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Mr,  G.  speakiag  of 
the  succession  of  events,  and  the  manner  in  which  we  acquire 
j(jead>  delivers  this  scntpn^e  seriously  and  phi|osopk(kalIy»  with  % 
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view  to  be  instruetivij  as  I  suppose.  *^  I/zny  man  was  to  tell 
me  that  if  I  pull  the  trigger  of  my  gun,  a  rwift  and  hidutiful 
hont  will  immediately  appear  starthg  from  the  ttiooth  of  the; 
tube;  I  can  only  answer,  that  I  Jo  mt  ixpect  it^  and  that  it 
is  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  my  former  experience.  Bat  /  can 
fissign  NO  reascm  (!!!)  why  this  is  an  event  intrinsicaJly  more 
absurdy  §r  less  likely  to  happen  than  the  invent  I  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  witness.  It  may  be  familiarly  illustraiti  to  the 
unlearned  rcadei',  by  remarking*  that  the  process  of  gesteration^  in 
consequence  of  which  men  and  horses  are  born,  has  obviously  a^ 
more  perceivable  correspondence  with  that  event,  thaa  it  'would  havt 
for  me  to  pull  the  trigger  of  a  gun  !!!"  I  pass  by  the  gross  indecency 
pf  the  illustration,  tb^t  I  may  jast  hint,  what  il  is  to  be  a  modern 
philosopher,  and  instruct  the  unlearned  in  the«/<ic;  way. 

I  am  ashamed  to  analyse  any  other  opinions  in  this  Essay ;  but 
9s  Mr.  G.  is  supposed  by  some  persons,  to  be  *^  A  man  of  talents," 
I  supp'^se  also  Mr.  G.  has  the  properties  of  '*  A  man  of  talents/* 
as  he  himsel/hzs  declared  them  to  be;  and  that  ^*  Hb  (himself) 
can  recollect  up  to  nvhat  period  he  was  jejune ;  and  up  to  what 
period  he  was  dtflL  He  can  call  to  mind  the  innumerable  errors 
of  speculation  he  has  committed,  that  nuould  almost  disgrace  an 
ideot'*  (p.  28.)  For  my  own  part,  in  the  present  instance,  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  recollection.  Mr.  Godwin  and  his  buolc 
^re  biforeme.     %o  much  for  **  A  man  of  talents^* 

I  cannot  oppress  the  reader  with  alfhis  desolating,  unfounded, 
and  silly  opinions  on  all  trades,  professions,  and  occupations, 
wholly  subversive  of  the  present  order  of  society,  and  asl  believe, 
pf  any  supposeible  order  whatsoever  of  any  well-regulated 
human  society. 

fiut  if  the  reader  wishes  to  be  amused  with  the  acmeor  height 
pf  absurdity  and  wildness,  I  earnestly  recommend  him  to  read 

B  h  4  Wj;. 
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Mr,  G*8  account  of  •*  The  Wall  of  a  man  of  talents^  (Mr.  Godwin 
himself,  for  instance,)  and  of  a  man  njcithout  talents^  (such  as 
myself)  from  Temp  It  Bar  to  HyJe  Park  Corner  ^  (p.  3  i  and  32.) 
It  is  really  refreshing  in  the  extreme.  Nothing  can  be  superior 
to  it,  but  his  **  Gun  of  Generation,"  just  described,  and  his 
self-tilling  pKugh,  without  the  intervention  of  man."  in  his 
other  book  on  Political  Justice,  Vol,  2.  p.  494.  £d.  Svo. 

I  will  give  Mr.  Godwin's  own  account  of  this  famous  Walk, 
especially  as  the  public  are  accustomed  to  observe  all  kinds  of 
men,  and  women  too,  betvjcen  Temple  Bar  and  Hyde  Park  Cormr. 
•*  The  f^/^ point  of  difference  (says  Mr.  G.)  between  the  man  of 
talents  and  the  man  'Uiithout^    consists   in   the  different  ways  in 
which  their  minds  are  employed  during  M^  same  interval!!'.*' 
This  is  the  proposition,  ludicrous  and  absurd  enough  of  irseif, 
but  now  let  us  hear  ths/iroof  or  illustration.     "  They,  (i.  e.  the 
•*  man^  talents  and  the  man 'without)  2LVt  obliged^   let  US  suppose, 
•*  to  walk  from  Temple  Bar  to  Hyde  Park  Corner. 

I.  Ths  Walk  of  a  Man  without  talents,  or  of  a  Duu 

Man! 

*•  The  DULL  man  goes  itrait  forward :  he  has  so  many  fur- 
•*  longs  to  tra<uerse.     He  observes  if  he  meets  ««y  of  his  acquaint" 
**  ance ;  he  enquires  respecting  their  health  and  their  family. 
^*  He  glances  perhaps  at  the  shops  as  he  passes ;  he  admires  the 
'*  fashion  of  a  buckle,  and  the  metal  of  a  tea  i)rn.     Jf  he  ex/ttr 
**  riences  zny  flights  of  fancy  (i.  e.  between  Temple  Bar  and  Hyd« 
^'  Park  Coiner)  they  are  of  a  thort  extent;  of  the  same  nature 
•*  as  the  flight  of  a  forest  ^/W  clipped  of  his  wings,  and  cotuiemmtd 
*•  to  pass  the  rest  of  his  life  in  z  farm-yard^* 

Till 
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7.  The  Walk  of  a  Man  op  Tai.bnts  ! 
**  On  the  other  hand,  the  man  of  t  a  lints  gives/*//  icept 
^*  to  his  imagination.     He  laughs  and  cries.     Unindebted  to  th^ 
**  suggestions  of  the  surrounding  objects,  his  'whole  soul  is  em-« 
**  ployed!" 

We  are  now  to  prepare/or /^^  emjtloymeni  if  the  whole  soul  of  a 
fnan  of  talents  from  Temple  Bar  to  Hyde  Park  Corner,  s^nd  the 
Keader  will  observe  that  he  has  enough  to  do. 

'*  He  (the  man  of  talents)  enters  into  nice  calculations ;  he 
^*  digests  sagacious  reasonings,'** 

(All  this  is  done  between  Temple  Bar  and  Hyde  Park  Corner.) 

**  In  imagination  he  declaims  or  describes^  impressed  with  the 
^*  deepest  sympathy,  or  elevated  to  the  loftiest  rapture.  He  passes 
**  though  a  thousand  imaginary  scenes,  tries  his  courage^  tashs  his 
•'  ingenuity,  and  thus  becomes  gradually  prepared  to  meet  almost  any 
U  of  the  many- coloured  events  of  human  life.  He  consults  hy  the 
**  aid  of  memory  the  books  he  has  read,  (N.  B.  a  man  of  talenrf 
?*  never  reads  in  the  streets,)  and  Xitjirojects  others  for  the/«/air 
•*  instruction  and  delight  of  mankind." 

(I  always  said  Mr.  G.  himself  projected  his  book  on  Justice, 
and  this  on  Education,  in  the  streets ;  Sic  tu  /r/W/V,  iWc^r/^  solebas. ) 

**  ^he  oherves  the  passengers,  (the  dull  man  only  observes 
^*  his  acquaintance)  he  reads  their  countenances,  conjcctnrts 
**  their  past  history,  and  forms  a  superficial  notion  of  their 
M  wisdom  and  Jolly,  their  virtue  or  vied,  satisfaction  or 
V  misery.  If  he  observes  the  scenes  that  occur,  it  is  with  the 
^*  eye  of  a  connoisseur  or  an  artist."  (The  dull  man  above 
minds  only  buckles  and  tea  urns  )  "  Every  object  is  capable  of 
f*  suggesting  to  him  a  P'olume  of  Reflections,^^  (Mr.  G.  must 
^ean  his  o^^n  volume  now  before  me,  called  Feflcctions  on  man- 
ner • 
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ners,  education,  and  literature.)  *'  The  time  of  these  two  persons 
••  in  ene  respect  resembles  ;  it  has  brought  them  both  to  HjJe  Park 
**  Cortiir.    In  almost  ever)'  other  respect  it  is  dissimilar.*' 

Here,  is  the  denouement,  or  T^tup^xa  0/ Phihso^er  GoDwin^ 

and  I  have  no  doubt,  he  thinks  it  a  discovery  in  Terra  jam 
cofrnita,  as  he  will  allow  the  ground  to  be  between  Temple 
Bar  and  Hyde  Park  Corner.  I  cannot  say  the  Parallel  is  quite 
in  the  manner  of  Plutarch ;  but  it  is  very  imtructive.  No  man 
can  ever  be  again  at  a  loss  to  know  a  man  of  talents,  from  a  man 
without,  in  the  streets.  I  had  often  been  puzs^led,  til)  I  met  with 
this  instructive  volume  of  Reflections. 

When  the  Reader  has  con^^idered  this,  and  ^11  the  other  parts 
I  have  produced,  and  thousands  which  I  have  omitted,  he  will 
remember  that  Mr.  Godwin  has  jr/  himself  up  for  a  Legislatori 
a  Reformer,  a  Philosopher,  a  destroyer  of  ancient  prejudices,  and 
a  builder  of  new  systems,  a  guide  through  the  darkness  of  the 
world  by  this  new  light ;  and  he  expects  the  obeisance  of 
mankind.  I  am  sure,  I  cannot  even  conceive  how  any  man  or 
woman  cculd  be  induced  to  worship  before  such  an  iicace 
of  Democracy  and  Tyranny,  whoever  may  sound  the  cornet, 
aackbut,  or  dulcimer  at  the  dedication.  It  is  not  an  image  of 
gold  ;  it  is  an  image  of  iron  mixed  "with  miry  cla^m 

This  it  i;>  to  in^tnict  the  world,  to  reform  it,  to  make  it 
happy.  Mr.  G.  comes  in  such  a  questionable  shape,  that  I 
know  not  when  to  finish  my  questions  I  might  go  on  chapter 
by  chapter  in  this  manner.  Let  any  man  look  at  his  opinions, 
and  the  nature  of  his  knowledge  and  his  pretensions.  I  must 
copy  two  thirds  (at  the  least)  if  I  wished  to  express,  and  to 
expose,  all  that  is  reprehensible  in  this  volume,  or  wicked,  o|f 
ridiculous,  or  trite  beyond  belief.    1  would  hold  up  Mr.  G.'i 
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own  propositions,  in  his  own  words,  to  all  persons  who  have 
understanding,  and  let  them  judge  for  themselves.  Let  them 
fairly  decide  whether  his  impiety  be  not  even  less  than  his  foUjr 
and  the  weakness  of  his  understanding  more  visible  than  the 
plunging  violence  of  his  exertions,  Dat  operam,  ut  cum  ratiou 
insaniat. 

Mr.  Godwin  is  at  best  but  a  mongrel,  or  an  exotic.  He  h 
grafted  upon  the  stock  of  Condorcet,  and  the  French  rabble  on 
Fiench  ground ;  but  he  has  not  even  the  raciness  of  that  teeming 
soil.  English  minds  will  not  long  bear  the  grossness  of  such  an . 
imposition;  for  we  are  better  and  earlier  taught,than  he  wishes  wf 
should  be.  Reason  indeed  disclaims  Mr.  Godwin  ;  of  eloquence^ 
and  good  writing,  (in  spite  of  all  his  dogmatism)  he  knows 
liothing ;  and  of  the  Belles  Lettres  nearly  as  much  as  can  be 
attained,  or  rather  /ticked  up^  in  a  modern  academy  in  some 
London  Square,  or  at  Islington. 

But  for  Mr.  Godwin  we  are  to  lay  down  Plato  and  Xeno- 
phon;  for  him  we  are  to  relinquish  Aristotle  and  Tully;    to    , 
him  Locke  is  to  give  way,  and  the  simplicity  and  tempered 
Rumour  of  Mr.  Addison  is  to  be  lost  in  Mr.  Godwin's  effusions* 

I  really  am  fatigued  with  this  man.  Nothing  but  thcimpor* 
tance  of  the  conseqiiences  and  effects  of  his  wild,  weak,  wicked, 
and  absurd  notions,  (I  cannot  dignify  them  with  the  name  of 
principles,  or  ei^iuf^xrx)  could  have  prevailed  upon  me  to  have 
wasted  irretrievably  so  nMch  of  my  time  upon  them. 

From  the  period  when  PhAhso/iher  Hums  first  garbled  hi$ 
neglected  "  Treatise  on  Human  Nature,*'  and  published  it  in 
the  form  of  Essays,  and  set  up  a  kind  of  slop'shop  of  morality  in 
the  suburbs  of  Atheism,  we  have  had  nothing  but  Essays  upon 
^ssayS)  till-— we  all  know  the  consequence.  And  last  of  allcomes 

I  Philoio/thgr 
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Who  gives  his  vote  ixoin  j^iJgment  and  from  taste i 

Better 

fkihsQ/:ker  GoDWiw;  and  sets  up  bis  trumpery  shop  too  in  tb^ 
same  quarter ;  though  he  is  willing  to  wait  upon  ladies  and 
gentlemen  at  their  own  houses,  with  his  **  Gros  p9<)uet  de  toilc 
V^rte*  ^rouge^''*  upon  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  celebrate<) 
frifiitr  in  Gil  Bias,  aod  with  the  same  kind  of  justice.  He 
presents  you  with  his  second-hand  suits,  with  his  *'  kahits  d^ 
•*  drajt  tout  unh,*'  and  his  *'  habits  ds  veUurs  un pcu  fiasUt''^*  de- 
mands his  soixante  ducats^  and  then  addresses  you  with  the  same 
cool  effrontery  ;  "  f'ous  Stes  lien  keureux  qu  on  se  soit  addreuc  a 
**  uoi y  plutQt  qu*  a  UH  autrt,  Graces  au  ctel,  j*  exerce  rondement 
•*  ma  profession:  Je  suis  LE  SEUL  Fripier  q^ui  ait  de  la 
•*  MORALE.**'  So  much  for  Philoso/iha  Godwin^  or  Le 
J'hilosophi  Fripier,  malgre  sa  morale ! 

To  the  learned  world  in  particular  (if  they  have  ever  drudged 

0nrough  the  works  of  Mr,  Godwin  as  I  have  done)  I  will  address 

a  few  words  from  the  second  book  of  the  fyrrhonic  Jnstitutiont 

«>f  Scxtus  Empiricus,  as  appljrable  to  William  Godwin,  after 

^^11  ihe  observations  1  have  made  on  his  wriungs. 

E'ScM.evS/8  TON  AN©PnnON  TOTTON  liaxpi^at  ts 

m'ry    Twv     aXKm    Zcuojy,     tloli     EIAlKPlNfiZ     NOHXAI 

(;)  Volney.—See  Dial.  x.  (note  ^)  of  the  P.  of  L.  for  an 
account  of  Mr,  Volnfv's  book,  entitled,  •*  Ruins,  or  Medita* 
tion  on  the  Revolution  of  Empires." 

(/)  "  Mocking  the  air  with  colours  idly  spread.'* 

Shakspeace's  King  Joht^^ 

1  wis(} 

*  Gteen  is  the  symbol  of  the  Irish^  and  Red  of  French  demo- 
cratic factions. 

t  Sexti  Empyrici  Inst.  Pyrrhon.  1.  a.  c.  5, 
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Better  with  Warner  move  with  measur'd  haste, 

To 

I  wish  to  refer  the  reader  to  an  excellent ,  very  seasonable^ 
and  important  pamphlet  called  «*  Reforno,  or  RuiDi"  by  J, 
Bowdler  £sq.  which  is  well  written. 

{u)  All  Doctors  (and  Bishops  too)  should  remember  it  is  one 
thing  to  preach,  and  another  to  print  and  publish  their  sermons. 
It  is  also  high  time  for  Bishop  Horsely  (qui  au  travers  de  tout 
sa  piete  »'  est  Jias  Auttur  im/iunement ;  et  qui  a  la  satfsfactioii 
d'  arracher  ies  F'olufitueuses  aux  plaisbs^  *  et  d*  ajfermir  dans  Jeur 
Jcvoir  dts  E/twtei  ihranUcs  par  des  amans  seducteurs  ;  though  I 
cannot  say,  qu*on  trouve  us  homilies^  et  ses  outrages  egaUweat 
forts  et  delUati)  it  is  high  time  I  say,  for  my  Lord  Bishop 
Horsley  to  remember,  that  it  was  said  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Grenada,  *'  Voila  un  Set  men  qui  sent  furieusement  1*  Apo* 
p\ex\e,X"  I  do  not  think  that  the  Jrchevtque  de  Grenade, 
(I  beg  pardon)  Bishop  Horsley  (for  /  thini^  he  never  will  he  am 
Jrchhisbop)  will  appoint  me  to  be  his  Secretaiy,  or  in  the  inimit« 
able  words  of  LeSage,  be  desirous  *' avoir  prcs  de  lui  un  homme 
(comme  mot)  qui  ait  de  la  lireraturci  et  une  honne  main  Jtour  metire 
mu  net  ses  iomtlies.f^* 

I  may  add,  that  if  I  should  take  a  walk  through  the  Bishop*9 
literary  grounds,  I  fear  I  should  be  found  damn^e-feasant  \  and 
if  I  were  to  enter  the prtm'ises  at  Rochester  or  Wcitminster,  and 
be  prosecuted  for  ir,  1  should  certainly  direct  my  counsel  to 
plead  a  special  '^  'Nil  habuit  in  tenemintis**^  (See  Lord  Ray- 
mond's Rep.  1550  )     For  though  his  Lordship,  as  Plaintitf,  is 

but 


*  See  his  Magdalen  Homily^  and  his  speeches  in  the  H.  of  L. 
in  cases  of  Adultery. 

X  GilBlaS;  liv,  i,  cb.  15.        f  lb.  liv,  7.  ch.  4.  IlC. 
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To  lend  new  pleasure  (y)  to  a  pedant's  caf^ 


Apped 


t>ut  an  Aisignft^  he  may  take  advantage  of  tht  esttpftl^  hit  it  run: 
mtk  the  land.     See  Co.  Lytt.  152.  and  Salk.  276. 

Truth)  erudition,  and  ability,  always  fail  in  their  effect,  if 
their  professors  enforce  them  with  violence,  or  asperity  in  the 
manner,  or  with  imprudence  in  the  choice  of  subjects,  and  ifl 
the  place  of  delivering  them. 

(x)  I  allude  to  any  popular  preacher.  It  is  really  humiliating 
and  degrading  to  the  Clergy  to  preach  prohatiwaty  aermons,  oil 
any  vacancy  of  a  chaplainship  at  any  of  the  charitable  founda- 
tions, before  svch  a  set  of  judges.  One  ii  for  voice  and  actioni 
another  for  what  he  calls  learning,  others  for  the  tender  passions, 
some  for  appeals  to  reason,  and  others  again  love  logic  and 
close  argument.  No  Divine  can  satisfy  such  judges,  but  such 
a  Doctor^  as  is  described  by  John  of  Salisbury,  '*  Doctor  sane* 
•*  tissimus  illc  Gregorius,  qui  mdlco  fntdicntimtis  imbre  totadf 
•*  rigafuit  et  imhria'oit  Eccltsiam  !"  It  is  high  time  to  put  these 
affairs  on  a  more  respectable  footing  for  the  Clergy. 

I  think  indeed,  that  the  business,  elections^  &c.  belonging  to 
all  Hospitals,  and  all  public  charities,  should  be  transacted  hya 
Committee  of  the  Subscribers,  elected  annually^  A  Committee 
composed  of  twenty-one  persons  would  be  sufficient,  and  the 
present  mode  of  canvassing  for  offices  might  be  suppressed^  which  is 
much  to  be  de&ired.  It  might  be  easily  carried  into  efiect.  The 
propriety  of  such  a  measure  being  genei^ally  adopted  in  London^ 
and  near  the  metropolis,  is  evident;  and  I  wish  this  hint  may 
be  attended  to  by  men  of  sense  and  judgment. 

O')  See  a  Treatise  lately  published,  entitled  "  METPON 
API2TON,  or  a  Neto  Pleasure^  recommended  in  a  Dissertatioa 
on  (ireek  and  Latin  Prosody,  (1797.)'*     It  is  without  any 

permissioBi 
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Appeal  to  Bryant,  nor  his  judgment  fcafj 
^  Better  to  state-arithmetic  be  bred,  490 

Tell  Jacobins  and  Tories  by  the  {yy)  head; 

Prove 


permission,  and  I  think  with  considerable  effrontery,  dedicated 
to  Mr.  Bryant  in  a  style  perfectly  new.  If  almost  every  page  - 
of  this  treatise  were  not  sillier,  wilder,  and  mare  extravagant 
than  the  preceding,  I  might  be  tempted  to  take  sofne  notice  of 
it^s  multifarious  contents ;  for  they  are  very  numerous  indeed^ 
They  commence  with  the  laws  passed  in  King  Priam's  reign 
(I  beg  Mr,  Bryant*!  furdm)  under  his  mariRe  Minister^ 
when  Troy  was  attacked  and  invaded  by  the  Grecians,  and 
are  continued  down  to  the  present  French  war  and  the 
incomprehensible  Cavalry  Act,  under  George  the  Third  of 
Great  Britain.  As  it  does  not  appear  to  me  possible  for  thit 
Author^  (I  use  hkpwn  words  in  his  own  treatise)  to  **  put  off'  the 
monkey  and  bring  out  the  man^*  I  shall  say  nothing  further  of 
this  farrago  of  learned  nonsense.     (1797*) 

{yy)  Mr.  Burke  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  in  his  **  Two  Letteri 
on  the  Proposals  for  peace,"  (1796)  that  there  are  400,000 
political  citizens  in  Great  Britain^  of  whom  80^000  are  pure 
Jacobins,   and  the  other  four-fifths  perfectly  sound/'  Ace.  &c. 

In  this  particular  instance  I  shall  oaly  say  of  this  great  and  vene* 
rable  man,  what  one  of  Dante'^  Commentators  says  on  a  passage 
in  the  Purgatorio\  **  Per  verita,  i  un  gran  cn/iriccio\  ma  ih  ci6 
$egtit  il  suo  stile,**  Dante,  Shakspeare,  Milton,  and  Burke,  all 
abound  in  similar  ca/tncciot  j  bat  1  will  add  Dr.  Johnson's  ad- 
mirablc  words;  **  He  that  can  put  these  (capriccios)  in  balance 
with  their  beauties,  must  be  considered  not  as  nice  but  dull* 
at  lets  to  be  censored  for  want  of  candovTi  than  pitied  for 
want  of  leQsibility."^    JL^ifc  of  MiIt9B. 
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Prove  that  no  dogs,  as  through  the  streets  they  rangf,- 
Give  bone  for  bone  in  regular  (z)  exchange ; 
Or  frame,  with  Marsh,  (a)  strange  theorems  to  try 
Some  manuscript's  divine  identity; 

Witii 

(te)  Here  is  another  little  capricclo  of  a  man  of  no  coiumori 
sagacity,  the  late  Adam  Smith.  He  says  seriously,  by  wayo/ 
iiiiistration  ;  **  No  body  ever  saw  a  Jog  make  a  fair  and  delU 
**  heratt  exchange  of  one  bone  for  aniother  with  another  dog,^* 
Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,  Vol.  i.  p.  20.  Ed.  8vo.  This 
philosophy  is  nearly  of  the  same  date  as  Adam*s  ancestor' 
in  Eden,  and  I  can  only  say  in  reply,  **  Who  ever  exfectd 
«*  to  see  a  dog  do  so  ?" — We  have  all  heard  and  read  of  that 
snarling  sect  the  Cynics,  and  if  we  could  convert  ..dogs  into 
philosophers,  or  what  is  harder  still,  philosophical  propositions 
into  meat  and  bones ^  (which  I  fear  is  more  than  most  Sctttk 
Professors  can  do)  I  should  apply  metaphorically  the  fol- 
lowing lines  from  a  celebrated  Poet,  a  great  observer  olhumM 
nature^ 

•*  So  when  two  dogszrt  fighting  *  in  the  streets. 
With  a  third  dog  one  of  the  two  dogs  meets  { 
With  angry  tooth  he  bites  him  to  the  bone, 
^      And  this  dog  smarts  for  what  that  dog  has  done.*' 


*  In  the  most  extensively  learned  book  I  ever  saw,  (for  the  siio 
of  it)  and  the  best  arranged,  I  mean  the  '^Philosophia  Generalis 
&c.  per  Theophilum  Gale,"  there  is  actitalfysL  Chapter,  "  D§ 
Fhilosophia  Adami.'*     L.  I.  C.  I.  $.  5. — A  Ca/triccio ! 

*  i.  c.  For  a  hone^  or  fpr  any  thing  which  ii  an  object  •! 
Jair  and  deliberate  c zchangc. 


4PI    ] 

I 

With  Hargrave  to  the  Peers  approach  with  awe,       / 
And  sense  and  grammar  sink  in  Yorke  and  law  {b)  | 

Better 

(a)  A  learned  and  ingenioui  Critic^  the  fter.  Wm.  Marsh, 
(Translator  of  Michaelis's  Introduction  to  the  New  Testament, 
to  which  he  has  added  many  valuable  notes  and  illustrations) 
J>ub!ished  in  the  year  179S»  "  Letters  to  Archdeacon  Travis, 
on  the  subject  of  a  Greek  Manuscript  in  the  Public  Library 
^t  Cambridge,  printed  at  Leipzig,  but  sold  in  London  by  ft. 
Marsh,  Fleet-street."'  Mr.  Marsh*s  theorem  h  so  totally  new» 
and  so  unparalleled,  that  I  shall  laugh  hereafter  at  any  man 
^ho  tells  me,  that  the  chances/^  or  against  any  thing  are  only 
100,000  to  *. 

**  General  Theorem t  by  which  the  identity  of  Manuscripts  1/ 
determined^  from  a  coincidence  in  their  Readings."  (LetterSf 
p.  70.)-*!  omit  it  in  this  edition  of  my  Pocmi  as  the  theorem 
is  judged  to  be  too  long  and  uninteresting. 

{t)  See  lately  published,  '*  The  Jurisdiction  of  the  Lvrdt 
House  of  Parliament,  by  Sir  Matthew  Hale,'*  and  an  inti^ 
ductory  preface  by  F.  Hargrave,  Esq,  the  Editor.  1796.  Mr. 
Hargrave  is  universally  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  soundest 
dnd  most  learned  lawyers  in  the  kingdom.  But  when  he  will 
4tep  out  of  his  way^  and  turn  rhetorician,  and  fancy  that  he  is 
writing  like  Cicero  deOratore,  there  is  some  difference  between 
the  Roman,  and  the  Engli&h  advocate* 

Mr.  Hargrave,  in  his  preface,  thus  writes  concerning  the  Rt« 
Hon.  Charles  Yorke,  the  short  lived  and  lamented  Chancellor : 
•*  He  vias  a  modem  constellation  of  English  jurisprudence^  whose 
digressions/rpw  the  exuberance  of  the  best  juridical  knowledge  were 
illuminations;  Kvhose  energies  iL-ere  oracles;  whose  constancy 

.     Cp  •f 
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Better  be  White  though  dubious  (r)  of  my  fame, 
Or  wisely  sink  my  own  in  (d)  Homer's  name; 

Better 

of  mind  was  <ti;o«  iu/o  the  {iifinacU  of  our  English  foruna  at  an 
inauepicious  monieat ;    luhoie  exquuitenesi  of  scnsibilitjy  at  almost 
the  next  moment  from  the  im/iressiows  of  im/iuted  error ^  itaimei  the 
fort  of  even  his  highly' cult  hated  reason^  and   so  made  elevation 
and  extinction  contemporaneous  ;  andiuhoie  firematuftnasoffate 
^has  caused  an  almost  insuji/tliable  interstice  in  the  science  of  English 
equitjy    Prcf.  p.  i8i,     I  really  think  Mr.  Hargfave  has  dived 
through  all  the  celebrated  ten  fountains  of  invention,  from 
which     *'  *  he  has   taken  in  water  for  a  ha/fftj  voyage  over  the 
frocellose  ocean  of  his  funeral  /larent  at  ion**  of  Charles  Yokke. 

I 

I  pretend  not  to  comprehend  this  passage  in  all  its  sublimiCj 
but  upon  one  principle  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  is  the  graod, 
though  secret,  design  of  Mr.  Hargrave  to  leave  upon  record  to  his 
brethren:  It  is  this:  "That  a  lawyer,  who  writes  so 
**  clearly  as  to  cb  understood,  is  an  avowed  enemT 

**    TO    HIS    profession.*' 

(r)  See  the  learned  and  very  ingenious  (but  rather  declama- 
tory; Sermons  by  Professor  White  of  Oxford,  at  the  Bamptoa 
Lecture.  But  in  this,  as  in  many  other  ca^es,  it  seems,  '^Gartli 
**  did  not  write  his  onvn  dispensar)'."— I  always*  thought  the 
charge  ridiculous;  yet  learned  men  would  "  write  about  it  and 
about  it."  Any  thing  will  serve  for  a  controversy,  inquire 
of  Messrs.  Ireland,  Malone,  and  Chalmers,  at  the  Shaksftari 
Manufactory  in  Norfolk-Street,  in  the  Strand.    (1797.) 

(d)  The  Rev,  Dr.  Parr  will  best  explain  this  verse.  Sep 
bis  sublime  Apostrophe,  **  Spirit  of  Henry  Homer!  &x:.  &c.  &C. 
Letter  to  Dr.  Coombe,  by  an  occasional  Writer  in  the  Britifiil 
Cj^itic. 

^  Hist,  of  Friar  Gerund|  Vol.  2.  p.  ^65. 


[    403    ] 

Better  to  disappoint  the  public  hope,  500 

Like  Warton  driveling  {0)  on  the  page  of  Pope  ;  (/) 

While . 

(e)  The  Booksellers  may  say  in  Sir  Philip  Sidncy^s  words: 
«*  What  fools  were  wc  to  mingle  such  driveling  speeches  among 
««  (Warburton's)  noble  thoughts  I     (Sir  P.  S's  Arcadia.") 

Pah  etiam  Areadid  dicat  se  judice  victum* 

The  typographical  errors  in  Latin,  Greek,  and  English  in  this 
edition  are  numerous  beyond  all  belief;  so  numerous  as  to  be 
\^ry  inconvenient  to  the  reader* 

The  reason  why  I  have,  in  the  following  passages,  examined 
the  edition  so  particularly,  is  this.  There  is  no  Author  in  our  ^ 
language;  whose  works  admit  of  such  important  illustrattonp 
moral,  religious,  critical,  and  argumentative,  as  Mr.  Pope's* 
7his  opportunity  has  been  now  unfortunately  lost ;  and  it  must 
be  seen  that  our  great  poet  has  been  disgraced,  and  a  fond 
admiring  Nation  is  left  to  lament  the  negligence,  inattention,  and 
impropriety,  (I  use  the  mildest  terms)  with  which  this  work  has 
been  performed,  except  in  the  critical  part  of  Dr.  W's  notes* 
which  I  generally  approve.  I  have  proved  this  in  the  following 
remarks;  and  I  have  given  the  most  cogent  reasons. 

My  sole  object  is  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  which  I  will  strive 
to  sopport  syiiematicalljy  whoever  or  whatever  mat  8TAN» 
IX  THE  WAY»     **  Hoc  iUis  dico,  qui  me  non  intellignnt.'* 

(/)  Sec  the  new  edition  of  Pope's  Works  by  the  Rev.  Dri 
Joseph  Warton,  late  Head-master  of  Winchester  School. 
The  mildest  words  I  can  use  are,  **  Tantamne  rem  tarn  nfgli^ 
^  genterV^  I  praised  (and  liberally  enough  as  some  people 
yiought)  Dr.  Joseph  Warton's  Common  Place  Book  on  Pope 

C  c  a  10 
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While  o*er  the  ground,  that  War6urtoK  once  trod, 

The  Winton  Pedant  shakes  his  little  rod  : 

Content 

in  the  First  Dial,  of  the  P*  of  L.  and  I  still  think  it  very  enter- 
taining and  instructive. 

But  when  a  learned  man  appears,  as  the  professed  Editor  of 
the  roost   distinguished  and   the  most  interesting  Poet  of  the 
nation,  and  when  the  public  have  been  taught  to  expect  the 
work  as  of  great  promise,  we  require  something  more  iham 
Mere  copying  Ait  onxn  old  common  place  remarks  from  one  book, 
io  put  them  in  the  form  of  notes   at  the  bottom  of  the  pages  of 
another.     It  is  mere  book-making  beneath  the  character  of  so 
learned  a  gentleman  as  Doctor  Warton ;   it  is  to  steal  frommt^s 
¥t»n  self.    Yet  the  town  is  patient ;    **  Marcus  dixit  itaeit:** 
but  I  will  aot  say  so.     Had  this  been  done  merely  by  the  Book* 
sellers,  or  by  the  whole  *worshi/!ful  Company  of  Stationers, 
it  would  have  remained  without  notice  from  me*    It  wonjd 
have  been  an  edition  made  loitk  a  Jiair  tf  Sciisats^  nothing  more. 
But  at  the  end  of  the  Advertisement  to  this  edition  1  find 
these  words ;    "  For  the  rest  of  the  notes  (except  those  by  Mr.  Pope 
and  Dr.  Warburton)  1  am  answerable.    Joseph  Waetok.*' 

When  the  illustrious  friend  of  Pope,  William  Wai» 
BU&TON,  (sublime  even  in  his  exorbitances,  and  dignified  in 
sagacity  and  erudition,)  condescended  to  become  an  'E^iUa^  I 
should  have  preferred  reprinting  his  edition  as  it  stood.  Bat| 
in  some  particulars,  1  am  indeed  ashamed  of  the  present  editiov, 
as  it  is  noxo  offered  to  the  public.  If  Dr.  Warton  had  neither 
time,  nor  spirits,  nor  industry,  nor  leisure,  nor  i Del f nation,  if 
should  not  have  undertaken  a  work  so  important  to  the  world.  But 
as  there  is  no  other  new  edition  to  be  had  of  an  elegant  fonn, 
type,  and  paper,  (and  this  is  vtry pretty)  many  persons  wiH 
desire  to  have  it,  and  I  am  sure  I  will  not  refuse  it  a  place  im 
ny  library^ 


I 
I 


»> 


f  405   3 

Content  his  <nvn  stale  scraps  to  steal  or  glean, 
Hash'd  up  and  seasoned  with  an  old  man's  spleen ;  [ff) 
Nor  e*en  the  Bard's  deformity  can  'scape, 
•*  His  pictured  person  and  his  libel'd  (^)  shape;' 

Ah, 


(ff)  See  Dr.  Warton's/rerr/wfl/  notes  on  Pope  and  Warburloa 
fassim  throughout  tbe  worki  splenetic  in  the  extreme. 

(g)  Poets  are  oftea  prophets.  Popk  little  thought  that,  fifty 
years  afterjiis  death,  a  learned  Editor  would  revive  some  imputed 
frasif  (perhaps)  wt  hii  own,  and  actually  give  to  the  malignant 
curiosity  of  some  folks,  <*  His  libelled  person  and  his  pictured 
•*  shape."  (Pfol.  to  Pope's  Satires,  v.  353.)  It  is  strange  that 
Mr.  Gibbon  and  Mr.  Pope  shpuld  have  tUe  &ame  fate.  The 
figure  of  Mr«  G.  has  been  presented  to  the  woxld  and  to  pos* 
terity  hy  his  friend  Lord  Sheffield  (See  Mr.  G's  posthumous 
Miscellanies,  4to  Vol.  i.)  and  Mr.  Pope*s  contemptible  appear- 
ance by  the  kindness  of  his  editor, 

I  have  n^any  and  great  objections  to  this  edition;  but  I 
shall  only  state  a  few.  a  An  edition  of  Pope  is  a  fair  and  a  very 
proper  subject  of  criticism.  I  think  the  title  page  contemptuous ; 
**  With  notes  and  illustrations  by  J.  Wartqbt,  D.D.  and  ofbtrsJ^ 
To  include  William  VVarburtom,  Bishop  of  Giouce3ter 
and  Author  of  the  Divine  Legation,  under  the  tide  of  nhers^ 
required  an  assurance  equal  at  least  to  rhe  diletcatiiet...irit  whi;b 
too  frequently  prL vails  in  Dr.  Wai  ton's  comti  nt^.  In  thia 
instance,  as  he  says  of  the  great  Samuel  Johnson,  *'  i'^i.«u!t:ntus 
♦*  videtur.'* 

Mr.  ?o^t  himself  said  to  Dr.  Warburtoii,  ♦*  Ko  hand  cm 
f€t  my  imrks  in  so  good  a  li^ht^  or  so  well   turn  their  bat  side 

Cc  3  CO 
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Ah,  better  to  unlearned  oblivion  hurled. 

Then 

to  the  dpy,  as  your  e^wn,^*  Upon  which  Dr.  Warton  remarks  j 
<'  Without  incurring,  I  hope,  the  censure  of  being  a  short* 
sighted  and  nralevolent  critic,  I  venture  to  say,  that  our 
Aulhor*s  fend  expectation  cf  his  Commentator's  setting  his 
worlds  in  the  best  light,  was  extremely  ill-founded."*  1  believe 
Mr.  Pope  will  be  found  the  best  judge  of  his  own  interest. 
Dr.  Warton  may  remember  these  lines  i 

**  Critics  I  saw  that  o:her  names  deface^ 
And  fix  their  own,  with'  labour,  in  their  place; 
Their  own,  like  others,  soon  their  place  resiga'd. 
Or  disappear' df  and  left  the  first  behind.*' 

Such  was  the  inscription  in  a  Temple,  from  which  it  will  be 
difficult  to  erase  the  name  of  William  Warburton,  and  substi- 
tute the  name  of  Joseph  Warton.  I  have  no  personal  partiality 
for  Warburton  ;  he  was  long  before  my  time ;  nor  have  I  the 
honour  (<*uch  I  should  indeed  esteem  it)  of  an  acquaintaoce 
with  Bishop  Hurd,  his  venerable  friend  and  compeer.  But  I 
was  born  to  admire  erudition  and  genius,  and  to  vindicate  thciA 
when  they  are  insulted. 

Dr.  Warton^s  life  of  Pope  is  not  well  written  ts  to  the  roatteri 
or  the  manner  of  it*  The  style  is  defective  and  often  TuJgari 
I  shall  instance  a  passage  or  two.  The  perpetual  vulgarism  of 
the  term  **  our  author.'^— <^  Dennis  pursued  cur  author  in  bitter 
**  invectives,  against  every  work  ht gradually  published/*  p.t8i 
^  After  arriving  at  eminence  hy  so  many  capital  compositioBS| 
^  our  author,"  &c.  &c«  p.  24.  **  Which,  as  an  ancommon 
^*  curiosity,  one  would  have  been  glad  to  have  hehild.*  f»  ih 
f^  Dr.  Warburton's  defence  of  the  £ssay  on  Man  ultinatdf 

*  Pope,  Warton's  Edit.  Vol.  9-  p.  377* 
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Then  give  to  Perry  {i)  what  I  awe  the^world; 


And 


**  got  him  a  'wife  and  a  bisliopric,**  p.  45.  **  Into  what  a  mast 
**  has  he  raised  and  expanded  so  slight  a  hint  /"  p.  21.  Dr.  W, 
as  fond  of  **  delicious  lines,  and  delicious  passages,"  &c.  I  can- 
not specify  more  of  them  in  this  note. 

He  commends  Voltaire  too  often,  and  too  much*  He  is  also 
perpttually  praising  the  German  Professor  Heyne,  who  has 
grossly  insulted  our  English  Universities  and  public  schools  in 
his  writings.  Yet  w^,  good  easy  men,  have  republished  hii  Virgil, 
and  all  his  ponderous  dissertations.  Professor  Heyne  was  origi- 
nally a  mecltanic  ;  he  was  not  born  with  taste,  aiid  be  never  ac« 
quired  elegance.  His  learning  is  without  disccrnoient ;,  for  more 
embodied  dulness,  or  a  heavier  mass  of  matter  than  his  Virgil 
I  never  saw.  The  shrine  of  the  Poet  is  indeed  loaded  with 
offerings,  but  it   is  illuminated   with  rays  from  Gottingeq. 

It  was  very  bold  and  vtry  indecent  in  the  Reverend  Dr.* 
Warton,  to  publish  Pope's  Imitation  of  the  Second  Satire  of  the 
first  Book  of  Horace.  Pope  never  ♦  printed  it  i»  his  works 
himself;  Dr.  M^nrburton  refused  to  admit  it;  no  common 
edition  whatsoever  of  Pope  has  admitted  it ;  and  it  is*printed 
only  in  a  vulgar  appendix  in  two  volumes.  But  if  Mr.  Pope  had 
actually  described  every  nymph  in  the  seraglio  of  **  thtf  pious 
*^  Needham,"  must  the  Reverend  Pr.  Warton  pubHsh  such  a 

poem 


pm 


*  Dr.  W.  indeed  says,  vol.  i.  Life  p.  56.  "  Pope  suffered  his 
•*  friend  Dodsley  to  print  it  zihis  writing  in  one  edition  i2mo.'* 
I  never  saw  it,  but  I  can  believe  the  Doctor.  Pope  was 
undoubtedly  ashamed  of  it. 

9^  4 
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And  idly  busy  in  my  choice  pcrplext,  510 

Throw 


poeniy  merely  because  Mr.  Pope  had  written  it? — ^Tbis  siitf^ 
volume  of  Dr.  Warton's  edition  should  be  reprinted  ;  and  this 
scandalous  poem,  and  some  other  parts  of  it,  omitted. 

With  the  Commentators  *  on  Shakspeare,  Pope,  8cc.  of 
modern  days,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  an  invocation  to  Iniermwa 
Venus  ;  for  the  Goddess  has  actually  deserted  her  beiofed 
Cyprus,  In  ioj  tota  ruetis^    (See  Horace  for  the  rest.} 

"  Te,  Venus  Regina,  pio  vocantum 
*'  Thure  Wartoni  et  St^p^ani  de^oras 
'*  Transfer  in  aedes^ 

I  have  indeed  no  doubt  the  poem  is  by  Pope  ;  and  as  to  mert 
wit,  and  point  in  the  imitation,  it  is  perhaps  the  best.  But  whst 
then?  Mr.  Pope*s  works  are  distinguished  for  peculiar  cor- 
rectness in  taste  and  morals;  and  are  intended  for  the  most 
|;ener;il,  and  the  most  unqualified  perusal.  D.  W.  might  is  well 
liave  printed  Mr.  £*s  Geranium  in  his  comments,  or  any  othe^ 
light  and  vigorous  sally  of  a  very  young  man,  forgiven  as  lucl^ 
aad  forgotten,  as  the  following  lines,  if  the  reader  will  believf 
$hey  are  pripted  in  Pope's  Work^. 

^*  Or  when  a  tight  neat  girl  will  serve  the  turn, 
•*  In  errant  pride  continue  *  1^  **" ! 
'*  I'm  a  plain  man,  whose  maxim  is  profest, 
•^  The  thing  at  hand  is  of  all  things  the  best.** 

Vol.  6.  p«  51.— see  also  p.  49.  worse  stilL 

I,  though  an  anonymous  layman,  refuse  to  print  the  passage 
m  ft^ll  which  tie  Reverend  Doctor  Warton  has  printed  and 
faactioned  viitk  Us  name  as  Editor  of  Pope's  Worlu*    **  Nolni 

f  See  The  P.  of  L.  Dial  <• 
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Throw  years  of  labour  on  a  single  text, 

(Allkp 

KM  licet  esse  tarn  dtiertisyC[m  musas  coHmus  severiores."  ff 
Mr.  Pope  had  often  wriuen  ihus^  his  works  must  have  beea 
consigned  to  the  library  of  a  brothel.  This  etlition  of  Pope^s 
works  will  be  sent  into  every  part  of  the  civilized  world  ;  and 
can  it  be  said,  that  I  speak  without  reason  ?  Surely  I  am  not 
pleading  for  public  decency  in  vain* 

The  Doctor  at  least  should  have  dedicated  this  sixth  volume 
to  the  Ladies— of  the  Commons.  To  what  other  ladies  could  h^ 
present  this  volume  ?  Yet  so  it  is:  **  Doctors  rush  in,  where 
Jaymen  fear  to  tread.'*  But  because  Pope  called  this,  ^*  Sober 
advice  from  Horace,*'  the  Doctor  thought  there  could  be  no 
harm  in  it.  Dr.  W.  observes,  that  "  the  first  step  in  the  literary 
*f  as  well  as  in  the  political  world  is  of  the  utmost  conBc« 
^*  quence."  ^  I  would  remind  the  Doctor  of  the  last  step  ii| 
ioth  these  worlds,  which  he  ^eems  to  have  forgotten. 

I  think  the  political  principles  in  the  notes  are  frequently  false, 
and  in  many  instances  dangerous.  1  cannot  copy  whole  notes; 
but  I  wish  any  sensible  man  would  refer  to  the  passages  and 
lexamine  them.  If  they  are  right,  in  luch  a  world  as  this  and 
in  such  a  state  of  society  as  the  present,  I  will  give  up  the  whole 
of  my  objections.  Dr.  W.  tells  us  from  Sir  Thomas  Browne, 
S*  That  there  is  a  certain  list  9/  vices  committed  in  all-ages,  and 
declaimed  against  by  all  authors,  which  will  last  as  long  as 
human  nature,  or  digested  into  common  places,  may  serve  for 
any  theme,  and  never  be  out  of  date  till  doomsday."  (Vol.  4. 
p«  318.)  Instead  of  a  spirited  yindication  of  moral  satire,  Dr* 
W.  laughs  at  the  effects  of  it,  and  very  unadvisedly  seems  to 
(discourage  even  the  endeavours  after  ^  refprmation  of  ipannert. 
If  Izm  asked  how  ?  I  answer  thus. 

Dr. 

f  Pope*s  Lifci  pf  14* 
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(Alike  to  me,  encas'd  in  Grecian  bronze, 

Koran 

Dr.  Warton  telU  us,  from  a  certain  /f7/,  **  Mount  in  the 
pnlpit  with  Bourdalotie,  or  take  the  pen  with  La  Bruyere,  it  is 
only  80  much  time  lost ;  the  world  will  go  on  as  before/*-  The 
morality  of  Voltaire  cannot  surely   be  the   morality  of  Dr, 
Warton.     He  lastly  informs  us,  that  Pope»  in  those  Dialoguer, 
/^  exhit)its  many  and  strong  marks  of  petulance,  party  spirir, 
tnd  self-importance,  and  of  assuming  to  himself  the  character 
of  Censor-general."     (vol.  4.  p.  345)     As  if  in  answer  to  this 
unjust  and  outrageous  character,  with  a  singular  anticipating 
tagacity,  Pope  seems  himself  to  have  replied  to  the  Doctor,  ia 
i/i  cavt  concluding  note  to  these  Dialogues^  in  language,  sen- 
timent, and  dignity  beyond  all  praise. 

I  may  add,  that  if  this  mode  of  arguing  against  every 
tnJeavottr  to  reform  the  manners  of  mankind,  and  to  recall  tbeoi 
to  virtue  and  wisdom,  is  to  be  adopted,  we  arc  indeed  in  the  high 
Toad  io  ruin  and  revolution.  Fortunately  there  is  as  much  lense 
as  there  is  policy  and  truth,  in  this  indiscreet  and  dacgerous 
doctrine.  I  might  as  well  say ;  '^  There  is  always  a  certaia  list 
or  catalogue  of  diseases,  infirmities,  and  miseries  atteodant  upon 
every  human  beiqg  in  every  stage  of  his  earthly  existence*  and 
irhich  will  appear,  disquiet,  and  lay  waste  the  species  in  all 
ages.  The  art  of  medicine  never  can  wholly  remove  theffly 
and  they  will  never  he  out  of  date  till  doomsday ^^  What  is  the 
use  of  the  physician  and  his  skill  ?  We  should  never  apply  t» 
him,  but  suffer  silently,  till  our  dissolution  takes  place,  without 
any  attempt  to  remove  the  pain  or  misery  which  flesh  is  heir 
to,  even  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  mitigate,  or  perb'ape  to  cun 
.  them." 

I  really  cannot  pass  doctriaei  like  these  wkbouc  animadveN 
8lo0|  especially  when  they  are  either  recommended|  or  approved, 

by 
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Koran,  or  Vulgate,  Veda,  Priest,  or  Bonze ^ 


And 


\>y  a  Doctor  of  die  Church  whose  office  it  is  to  declare*  pronoance, 
and  enforce  the  doctrine  of  moral  reformation.  He  should  not 
forget  the  consthution  of  the  natural  and  moral  world.  *'  Good 
is  set  against  evil»  and  life  against  death.  So  look  upon  ths 
works  of  the  Most  High  ;  tbirr  an  two  and  twe^  cm  against 
aaotber.**  I  feel  I  am  right  in  submitting  such  remarks  as  these 
|o  the  public^ 

As  to  political  sentiments,  I  own  I  was  surprised  to  read 
many  notes,  bnt  particularly  these  words  in  vol.  4.  p.  333, 
on  the  compliment  Virgil  paid  to  Cato.  **  A  much  bonester 
*^  passage  (says  Dr.  Warton)  is  that  in  which  Virgil  had  the 
^*  courage  to  represent  his  hero  assisting  the  Etruscans  in  punish^ 
^*  ing^  their  tyraitnicai  king^  in  the  8th  book  of  the  ^neld* 
?'  V.  494.'' 

**  Ergo  orattisyjvnV/  surrexit  ETRuaiA^W//, 
RaaEM  AD  suppLicivM  praesenti  mane  rbposcunt.'* 

Pr.  W.  knows  that  Julius  Caesar  was  not  Mezentius ;  and  I  am 
s\xtc  he  cannot  approve  and  recommend  this  passage,  which  hat 
been  in  the  mouth  of  every  modern  Regicide  from  the  murderert 
iOf  Charle$  I.  to  the  murderers  of  Louis  XVI.  But  why 
perpetually  call  out  these  passages  to  public  notice  ?  Why  dwell 
^pon  the  ^^  morgue  et  grandeur  des  Souverains,"  *'  the  autho- 
rised type  of  a  Lion,  &c.  &c."  (Vol.  4.  p.  330  )  in  times  like 
these  ?  We  all  love  liberty  as  well  as  Dr.  W.  but  a  wise  and 
good  man  discerns  the  signs  of  the  Times.  These  are  the  under- 
inurmurings  of  a  spurious,  bastard,  half- republicanism  :  I  like 
t}iem  not. 

I  write 
f  Pmibin^  is  the  modern  dcmocrati{»l  word*  for  mwnbriug^ 
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And  knd  to  truth  itself  unhallow'd  aid, 

h 


I  write  with  indignation  against  such  an  edition  of  such  a 
poet.  Does  any  Httsband,  or  Father,  think  of  cautiooingbii 
wife,  his  daughter,  or  his  son,  against  any  part  whatsoefcf 
of  Pope's  works  ?  If  this  edition  becomes  general,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  do  so.  I  have  no  personal  dislike  to  Dr.  Warton: 
my  bosineas  with  him  is  solely,  as  Editor  of  Pope ;  and  in  that 
character  nothing  can  justify  him.  Am  I  to  spare  pobfic  critkiiin 
on  an  edition  Qf  Pipe's  works,  because  of  Dr.  Wanon's.  sge, 
(is  it  in  the  title  page  ?)  or  for  the  varic^  and  extent  of  bu 
learning  ?  Surely  not.  They  are  both  strong  againsjc  tiit  Ml 
apd  Pr*  Warton's  own  words  of  himself  are^  ^*  lam  tw^(r^li» 


/-»» 


Pope  was  in  his  hands  In  double  trust :   First,  asbe.btM 
most  moral  and  correct  poet  of  the  nation,  the  consisteDce  of 
l^is  fame  and  character  should  have  been  preserved,  even  by  tlif 
partiality  of  an  editpf.     3econdlyr  Dr.  W.  iiood  bound  to  bit 
comitry^  froni  hh  ^a^red  pcof^^siion^  not  to  contaminaie  tki 
rising  youth  of  either  sex  by  such  filthiness  and  rank  obscenity 
as  would  disgrace  the  vilell  magazi^iC.    By  this  he  has  Qom« 
mitted   a  great  cfience  against  the  public^  which  he  cannot 
repair.     I  am  sure  I  have  spoken  nothing  of  Dr.  W.'s  prhratQ 
character;  but  his  edirion  is  opeii  to  me,  and  to  the  whole 
world.     It  challenges  my  notice ;  and  executed  as  it  is,   it 
demands  the  yety  spirit  of  Satire,     tuse  velut  stxicto  Llidlitts 
ardens  infremuit. 

The  very  indecent  chapter  of  '*  The  Double  Mistress/*  in 
this  scamialous  Sixth  r^Iume^  should  have  beep  oipitted,  in  th^ 
Memoirs  of  Scriblerus.  (Vol.  6.  p.  150.)  In  the  Secon4 
Volume  theie  are  a  few  trumpery,  vulvar,  copies  of  verses 
w,hich  disgrace  the  pages,    I  am  ashamed  of  th^  low  taste  which 

€01X14 
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In  all  the  rashaess  of  a  scholar's  trade,  ^ 

And 

cculd  sofFer  them  to  appear  before  the  public.  I  again  and  again 
diaclaioi  any  personal  harshness  or  severity  on  the  character  of 
Dr.  Warton,  with  whom  I  am  not  even  acquainted.  All  I  call 
for  loudly  is,  that  this  sixth  *volume  should  suffer  what  every 
catalogue  yearly  informs  me,  poor  Holiingshead  once  suffered* 
I  never  before  heard  that  ttndtrnea  was  due  to  an  edition  of  any 
^ork;  but  in  these  days,  if  an  idea  or  opinion  is  but  absurd^ 
IK  will  be  considered  as  deep  and  sa;racious. 

.1  shall  not  make  any  further  remarks  on  Dr.  W's  criticismt 
on  Pope  at  present,  they  are  often  very  just,  curious  and  grati- 
fying,  but  chiefly  taken  from  his  old  Essay.  I  cannot  nov^ 
proceed.     Aip/  genera  degustamus,  non  bibliothecas  di&cutimus.^ 

If  I  have  written  at  large  on  this  subject,  it  is  because  I 
thought  it   important.     Nothing   is   intended  ftrsonally  to   Dr. 
Joseph  Warton  in  this  note;  but  whoever,  with  the  character  of 
91  scholar,  had  published  Pope's  Works  in  this  mgnner,   would  • 
have  received  the  same  strong  reprobation  from  me. 

This  Poem  on  the  Pursuits  of  Literature  is  designed  (o  represent 
and  hold  forth  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  whatever  directly  or 
indirectly  strikes  at,  or  affects,  the  existence  cf  the  public  morality^ 
or  of  the  principles  by  which  the  constitution  of  England,  or  of 
society  itself  in  a  polished  and  well  guarded-state,  ia  maintained 
in  vigour  and  in  sound  health*  Dr.  Warton  may  be,  and  I  doobt 
not  he  is,  a  sensible,  well-informed,  agreeable,  and  very  ingeutovi^ 
man,  and  of  amiable  manners  in  private  life.  Of  these  I  have 
said  nothing  ;  I  am  sure  I  am  not  disposed  to  contradict  or  to 
question  them.  But,  in  his  office  and  character  of  Editor  of 
Tope'i  works,    I  solemnly    impeach    hini    of  a    high  crime 

ani{ 
*  Quintt  lib;  io«  c.  i. 
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AncJ  fall,  like  (0  Porson. 

OCTAVlUS. 

and  xnisdemeanor  before  hit  coafitry^  at  I  have  proved  at  large* 
It  is  a  material  part  of  my  work,  to  mark  the  offences,  errors^ 
or  aberrations  of  men  of  emiDence  in  titeratore.  If  2  shrink 
from  this  duty  on  any  consideration  whatsoever,  I  hope  I  shall 
be  despised  and  neglected,     JVm  me  Ph€ebi  cortina  fefilliu 

We  should  naturally  look  to  so  learned  and  ingenions  a  man  as 
Dr.  Warton  (I  always  esteemed  him  as  such)  for  instriicdon  and 
improvement  in  classical  taste,  and  moral  sentiments  Bat  whed 
a  Pilot  of  long  experience  not  only  neglects  the  care  of  the 
vessel  intrusted  to  his  skill  and  fidelity,  bat  almost  voluntarily 
directs  it  into  th^  port  of  an  enemy,  or  by  extreme  negligence 
and  inattention  exposes  it  (o  the  danger  of  a  shipwreck,  he  should 
not  be  surprised  if  he  meets  the  fate  of  Palinuros* 

Gubernaclum  (»0/r  v/,  j^rJsroMTE,)   remhsum^ 
Cui  datus  haerebat  custos,  cursnsque  regebat, 
Pracipiians  traxit  ucum !    .      ( 1 797.) 

(b)  Perry^  put  synonimonsly  for  the  printer  of  any  factions 
newspaper. 

(/)  See  Mr.  Professor  Person's  Letter  to  Archdeacon  Travis^ 
of  which  the  world  has  now  heard  quite  enough,  I  hope  this  tttj 
learned  and  gifted  man  will  now  begin  some  work  of  importaoc^l 
but  it  is,  and  ever  was,  beneath  his  great  abilities  to  write  in  the 
little  dimocratic  closet  fitted  up  for  the  wits  at  the  Morning  Chro^ 
nide  office.  It  may  do  well  enough  for  some  other  ingnitma 
men,  if  a  certain  political  Dramacist*s  compotations  will  leavi 
them  any  abilities  at  all,  which  I  begin  to  doubt. 

What  is  mere  geniuf.,  without  a  r^'^^/tfW  life!    Young  men 
mhut  town  {to  u;>e  that  dc^ stable  phrase,)  wiU  at  last  allow  it,  if 

they 
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OCT  A  VI us. 

You  may  spare  your  pains, 
He  gives  no  ear  to  any  modern  strains. 

Save 

they  look  at  all  the  tattered,  sin-^orn  fragments  of  their  specses^ 
whom  they  meet  in  their  walks. 

To  shew  the  deformity  of  vice  to  the  rising  hope  of  theic 
Country,  the  policy  of  ancient  Sparta  exhibited  an  inebriated 
Slave.  As  to  the  pursuits  of  heedless  pleasure  in  excess,  ie  has 
been  wisely  observed,  that  **  The  Constitution  of  nature  mark9 
out  the  course  we  :3hould  follow,  and  the  end  we  should  aim  at* 
To  make  pleasure,  and  mirth,  and  jollity,  our  business^  and  to 
be  constantly  hurrying  about  after  some  gay  amusement,  some 
new  gratification  of  sense,  or  appetite,  to  those  who  wllconsidbr 
ihe  nature  of  man,  and  our  condition  in  the  world,  will  appear 
the  most  romantic  sckeroe  oi  life  which  ever  entered  into 
thought.  Yet  many  go  on  in  this  course,  without  learning 
better  from  the  daily,  the  hourly  disappointments,  listlessness, 
and  satiety,  which  accompany  this  fashionable  method  of 
wasting  away  their  days." 

I  think   indeed  that  the  words  of  Junius  are  as  true  in  a  . 

moral   and    religious  sense,  as  they  are  in  their  political  and 

original  application.     **  If  life  be  tiie  bounty  of  heaven,  we 

scornfully   reject  the  nohhst  part  of  the  gift,  if  we  consent  to 

surrender  THAT  certain    rulb    of   living,  without  which 

the    condition  of  human   nature  is   not  only  miserable,  but 

cmiemftibU.^'* 

Ai 

f  Junius,  Letter  20r 
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Save  those,  by  Oberea  (k)  fondly  sung. 
What  time  Opano  (/)  trembled  on  her  tongue?* 


AUTHOR- 


Censure  or  praise  let  others  seek  or  fear  2  £26 

Look  at  my  verse,  the  superscription  there. 
The  cause  that  I  defend :  *tis  yours,  'tis  mine» 
The  statesman's,  and  the  peasant's.     In  my  line. 

An 


As  the  descent  to  a  life  merely  sensual  is  accelerated  in  apfTopor- 
tionwhich  is  always  increasing,  I  wish  mostalfecttonatelj,thatif 
any  ingenuous  and  sensible,  though  perhaps  thoughtless, young 
n^an  of  fashion,  fortune,  and  talents,  should  happen  to  read  this 
note,  he  may  above  ail  things  remember  this  great  sentence  from 
Junius,  and  write  it  upon  the  tablet  of  his  heart, 

{i)  See  "  An  Epistle  from  Oberea,  Queen  of  Otaheite^  to 
*^  Joseph  Banks,  Esq.'*  (now  Sir  Joseph  Banks),  Mr.  Potkni'i 
favourite  modern  poem,  which  he  can  say,  or  rather  sti^  to  his 
friends,  as  I  am  told.  It  is  very  ingenious,  but  rather  coo  free; 
and  the  versification  is  exquisite. 

(/)  Opano  or  Tahano  was  the  manner  in  which  the  name  of 
Banks  was  pronounced  at  Oraheite.  But  in  this  learned  lan- 
guage, as  Mr.  Zachary  Fungus  says  to  his  brother  Isaac  in  tht 
Commissary,  *<  Pshaw  I  you  blockbcad|  I  tell  you  Tua  HAl&l 

*•  4ocs  not  signify  nothin^J*. 
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All  find  in  me  a  patron  and  a  friend. 

Unseen,  unknown,  unshaken  to  the  end. 

Yes,  from  the  depths  of  Pindus  shall  my  rhymes^ 

Through  this  mis-orderM  world,  these  lawless  timd^' 

Be  heard  in  Albion  and  her  inmost  state : 

All  that  the  good  revere,  and  bad  men  hale^ 

In  spirit  and  in  substance,  as  of  old,  53^ 

The  Muse  in  her  Asbestos  {m)  shall  enfold* 

This  is  my  Method. — Though  I  sometimes  straj 
From  Euclid's  rigid  rules  to  Fancy's  way ; 
Yet  have  I  mus'4  on  Granta's  willowy  strand. 
The  sage  of  Alexandria  in  my  hand. 
And  mark'd  his  symbols  deep  s  while  o*er  my  eaf 
Truth  pour*d  her  strain  in  harmony  severe. 

I  sought 

(ill)  I  know  not  whether  I  need  mention  !t,  but'  it  wis  a» 
ancient  Roman  custom  to  wrap  dead  bodies,  before  they  were 
placed  on  the  funeral  pile,  in  a  cloth  made  from  a  stone  called 
Amimitus  or  Linum  nfivum^  by  some  called  the  Jishstas^  on  whicb 
fire  had  no  power.  (See  D'Aubenton,  Tableau  Methodtque  det 
Mineraux,  p«  lo.  Edit.  Far.  8vo«  1784*) 

Sd 


/ 
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I  sought  the  Stagirite ;  and  could  divide 
(No  Scotsman  near,  no.  Gillies  {m)  by  my  side) 
His  sober  sense  from  pride  of  intellect,  540 

What  Locke  confirmed,  or  wam'd  me  to  reject. 

Thence  soaring  on  the  balancM  Wings  of  thought, 
(As  Kepler  hinfefd,  but  as  Newton  taught,) 
My  mind  in  calm  a^en^ion  to  the  height 
Of  the  world's  temple,  through  the  abyss  of  light, 
Mid  wand'ring  fires  and  dvery  starrM  abode^ 
Explored  the  works  and  wonders  of  the  God, 
Who  fix'd  the  laws  of  order,  time,  and  place. 

In  his  own  great  sensqrium^  {p)  boundless  space* 

The 

(mr)  Since  writing  this  verse,  t  am  happy  to  say,  that  I 
think  we  are  much  indebted  to  Dr.  Gillies  for  offering  to  thf 
Public,  at  this  /lerioJ^  an  English  translation*  of  the  two  most 
important  treatises  on  morality  and  politics,  which  antiquity 
can  boaft.  No  man  can  read  these  works  without  being  wiser 
and  better,  particularly  the  Politicians  of  the  day.  (March  179SO 

(0)  ^  Dius,  in  s/tatio  inftnif^  tanquam  /*  setis9H§  jat,  ns 
intimi  cernit|  lcc«  ^c.**  Newton  Princip.  Schol.  GencrtL 
tub  fin. 

■ 

*  Aristotle's  Ethics  and  Politics,  2  toL  410.  1 798. 
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The  Chemist's  magic  flame,  the  curious  sport  5^# 
Amter  first  gave,  would  oft  my  fancy  court : 
Led  through  creation's  consecrated  range. 
Each  flower,  and  plant,  and  stem,  with  every  change 
Of  vegetative  life,  in  order  brought, 
I  magnified  Linnseus,  (/)  as  I  thought ; 
But  spurn'd  unfeeling  science,  cruel  tales 
Of  Virgin  (y)  rabbets,  and  of  headless  (r)  snails. 

Arid 

(/i)  But  not  m  th6  spirit  ct  that  lilly  nan,  who  inscribed 
theseT  words  under  the  print  of  Linnaeus  c  **  Dfius  creavit,  Lin* 
•*  naus  disposuit."— There  is  more  folly  in  the  inscription,  than 
any  intention  of  impiety^  it  is  the  mere  rage  of  antithesis  with* 
out  reflection.  But  In  this  botanizing  age,  it  should  not  pass 
without  observation  to  all  naturalists.  There  is  a  sublime  pic- 
ture of  a  heathen  Poet,  which  is  not  unworthy  of  any  man  who 
acknowledges  *^  The  Worker  distinct  from  the  work^" 

Stabat  anhela  metUi  solum  Natura  Tonantbm 

Resfiicitns  /  * 

(q)  FTrgin  Rabbets.^-1  allude  in  general  to  all  needless,  and 
cruel  experiments  upon  animals.  All  that  breathe,  and  fed,  and 
enjoy  the  gift  of  life  from  their  Creator  arc  entitled  to  protection 
from  man,  under  those  limits  and  degrees  which  an  honest  and 
upright  mind  knows  without  being  told.  But  in  this  place  I 
particularly  allude  to  an  anecdote  related  to  me  iy  a  friend^  of  a 
Paper  read  at  the  Royal  Society  in  the  course  of  the  last  winteri 
(1797,)  oh  the  subject  of  generation* 

D  d  »  The 

*  Sut.  Achil.  I.  I.  48g. 
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And  through  the  realms  of  Nature  as  I  trod^ 


Bow'd 


The  animal  chosen  for  these  savage  experiments  by  the 
ttierciless  Doctor,  was  the  Rabbet.  Decency  and  humanity 
alike  forbid  the  exposure  of  the  process,  and  the  mutilation  of 
the  parts  of  generation^  before  and  after  the  aoimal  was  impreg- 
nated, and  I  think,  in  one  or  two  of  them,  before  the  coitus. 
Surely  to  sit  calmly  and  to  watch  with  an  impure,  inhuman, 
and  unhallowed  curro^ity  the  progress  of  the  desires,  and  the 
extinction  of  the  natural  pas&ions  in  devoted  animals,  after 
such  mutilations  and  experiments,  is  a  practice  useless,  wicked, 
foolish,  degrading,  and  barbarous.  There  is  no  justificatioD 
of  such  a  practice  to  be  offered.  The  mystery  itself  is  not  to  be 
disclosed  to  man  ;  but  it  seems  we  will  know  every  thing:  yet 
I  wish  we  would  also  recollect  that  we  must  account  for  oar  j 
knowledge. 

When  an  experiment,  for  any  purpose  useful  to  roiUtonsaf 
our  fellow-creatures,  has  been  once  made  upon  an  animal, it 
should  be  Jinallj  recorded  by  men  of  science  and  veracity,  as 
authentic  and  satisfactory,  not  to  be  repeated*  Sometimes,  ss 
I  was  told,  the  idea  of  cruelty  exercised  upon  these  animals  wa 
for  a  moment  lost  in  the  ridiculous  terms,  which  were  perpetually 
repeated  in  these  papers,  which  ocaipied  three  or  four  sittings  of 
the  Royal  Society.  My  friend  told  me,  that  be  actually  thaoght, 
that  ^laCHAaLBs  Blagden,  Knight,  and  then  SBcasTAXir 
to  the  R.  8.  had  been  provided  with  specimens,  and  that  he 
expected  to  see  Firgin  Rabbets,  fnarrM  Rabbets,  and  mMtrm 
Rabl>ets  prodaced  from  a  basket  on  the  table  to  lick,  as  in 
scorn  and  contempt,  the  very  mace  of  a  society,  which  night 
after  night  bould  sit  and  hear  such  a  cruel  farrago  wtthoat 
indignation,  but  with  half-smiles  and  siftpers  at  the  virginiff 

of-these  unprotected,  devoted,  miserable  animals. 

When 
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BowM  at  the  throne,  and  saw  {s)  the  powV,  of  God. 
In  morals,   in  religion,  in  the  state>  560 

In  science,  wit  hut  order  y  all  I  hate. 

OCTAVIUS. 

When  Papers  arcthus  publicly  ofFensI  ve,they  should  be  publicly 
reprobated,  and  not  suffered  to  be  produced  before  the  Royal 
SocietV)  upon  a  pretence  of  promoting  natural  knowledge.  Why 

HAS  THE  SaCIBTY   A  CoUNCiL  ?       XhB  CoUNCiL    should    bc  a 

literary  and  philosophical  Grand  Jury,  If  it  is  not  so,  it  is  of 
no  use  whatsoever*  but  to  gratify  the  silly  vanjty  of  diletti^ntl 
noblemen  and  busy  Romisk  Raronits*  I  should  think  Mr. 
Plant  A,  the  very  learned,  judicious/  accurate,  and  well- 
informed  Secretary  to  the  R.  S.  would  be  of  my  opiDion.  To 
make  such  experiments  as  these>  is  to  offer  an  insult  to  the 
Sacrarium  of  the  Most  High.  For  my  own  part,  I  would  extei^d 
the  famous  speech  of  the  Barons  in  the  age  of  Henry  the  Third. 
I  would  thunder  in  the  ears  of  the  President  and  of  the  who!& 
Royal  Society,  as  a  body,  ^  Nolumus  Leges  NATURiC  matari!*' 

(»797-) 

(r)  Here  is  another  sarage  instance  to  no  end  or  purpose 
ivhatsoever,  but  the  mere  cruel  sport  of  curiosity.  The  Abbe 
Spalanzani  asserts  that  snails  re-Jirodyce  their  heads,  after  th^  am- 
putation of  the  original  capita;  and  he  actually  made  experiments 
numerous  beyond  belief  But  in  the  Academie  des  Sciences 
1778,  the  reader  will  find  Mr.  Cotte  differs  firotn  the  humane 
Abbe,  and  says,  **  that  out  of  thousands  0/ snails  who  have  suffit%d 
the  operation,  there  have  not  been  above  five  or  six  of  them 
which  liavc,  as  it  is  pretended,  reproduced  their  heads*^^ 

St.  PauL 
Dd  3 
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Speak  then,  the  hour  demands ;  Is  Learning  fled? 
Spent  all  her  vigour,  all  her  spirit  dead  ? 
Have  Gallic  arms  and  unrelenting  war 
Borne  all  her  trophies  from  Britannia  far  ? 
Shall  nought  but  ghosts  and  trinkets  be  displayed. 
Since  Walpole  (/)  ply*d  the  virtuoso's  trade. 
Bade  sober  truth  revers'd  for  fiction  pass. 
And  mi|s*d  o'er  Gothic  toys  through  Gothic  glass? 
Since  states,  and  words,  and  volumes,  all  are  new, 
Armies  have  ske/elons,  {v)  and  sermons  (w)  too;   571 

So 


(/)  The  late  ingenious  Earl  of  Orford,  Horace  Walpole.  The 
spirit  of  enquiry  which  he  introduced  was  rather  friToIous, 
though  pleasing,  and  his  Otranto  Ghosts  have  prc^gated  their 
species  with  unequalled  fecundity.  The  spawn  is  in  every  novel 
jbop. 

(v)  The  language  of  the  House  of  Commons.  It  ihoald 
bave  been  in  other  terms :  sunt  lacryroae  rerum,  et  mentem 
mortalia  tangunt.  Sorrow  is  sacred|  and  should  have  the 
boguage  of  consolation  even  from  the  Jips  of  a  Statesmaat 
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So  teach  our  Doctors  warlike  or  divine, 
Simeon  by  Cam,  or  Wyndham  on  the  Rhine. 
Where  is  Invention}  is  the  modern  store. 
The  same  that  old  Chaldsea  knew  before ; 
All  that  the  Gallic  sage,  with  ill-starr'd  wit. 
Kens  from  his  ancient  {x)  telescopic  pit  ? 


AUTHOR. 

All  is  not  lost :  (^y)  the  spirit  shall  revive : 
Lowth  yet  instructs,  and  Blayney's  {z)  labours  live; 

With 


(oju)  See  Claude^s  Essay  on  a  Sermon,  with  an  Appeo^x, 
containing  one  hundred  Skeietous  of  Sermons,  &c.  By  Charles 
Simeon,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  King's  College  Cambridge.  1796* 
This  is  as  ludicrous  and  absurd  in  a  Divine,  at  the  term  isofFen* 
sive  and  unfeeling  in  Parliament  during  the  miseries  of  war. 

(^r)  Se^  the  ''  Origine  des  Decouvertes  attribee^s  aux  Mo- 
**  dernes,'*  4to.  par  Monsieur  Dutens.  1797.  The  work  is 
rather  entercaioing,  bat  by  no  means  encouraging,  if  the  ingenious 
Author  did  not  generally  substitute  conjecture  for  proof.  He 
observes,  page  130,  in  his  tenth  chapter,  ^*  that  the  bottom  of  % 
**  pit  J  from  whence  we  may  see  the  stars  at  noon-day,  may  be 
**  imagined  to  be  tbi  primitive  telescopi.**  Mr.  Dutens  may  sit  ia 
calm  contemplation  at  tbi  bottom  0/ bis  znc\ent  pit^  and  from  that 
jEUCural  primitive  telescope  see  whatever  best  pleases  his  fancy  ; 

D  d  4  )^  but 
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With  all  who  wander  by  the  sacred  fount,  ^80 

(A  chosen  band !)  encircling  Sion's  mount. 
Fast  bjr  the  fanes  and  oracles  of  God, 
And  mark,  with  King  (j),  where  waves  his  awful  rod» 

The 

bot  for  my  own  part  I  prefer  the  prospect  from  a  cliff  with  the 
assistance  of  modern  ingenuity,  whether  invinttd  by  Democritui, 
DoUondy  or  Ramsden. 

{j)  I  have  in  various  parts  of  this  Poem  spoken  of  thoio 
writers,  who  have  done  honour  to  Great  Britaio.  It  is  not 
indeed  possible  forme  to  name «//  those  who,  even  now,  fom  that 
constellation  of  ability  and  talents,  which  has  been  or  may  yet  be 
displayed;  and  which  Plutarch  might  call,  in  language  somewhat 
loftjy  (I  think  in  his  Treatise  de  Placitis  Philosophorum,)  the 
IIoXXa;v     xou     am^yfin    A^rspan    wfi^ri^Ofjiavvf     aXXipmr 

STNATFASMON. 

(z)  The  deeply-learned  Translator  and  Commentator  on 
Jeremiah,  &c.  &c.  B.  Blayney,  D.D.  Regius  Professor  of  Bh 
brew,  and  Canon  of  Christ  Charch,  Oxford. 

(«)  As  Thi  French  Ri<volutiom  and  iu  Constquemas  mast  occupy 

and  alarm  the  thoughts  of  every  man  who  reflects,  and  stands  \^ 

awe  of  the  misery  and  desolation  which  have  been  brought  upon 

the  earthy  and  of  the  judgments  which  may  be  jtt  impen^g 

over  Eorope,  I  think  I  may  be  excused  by  many  persons  for  the 

note  which  I  am  now  writing.    But  first  I  recommend  to  aft 

those  who  either  ignorantly,  or  inconsiderately,  or  impiously* 

or  presumptuously  deny,  reject,  or  vilify  the  Serif  turej,  to  pass  it 

over  entirely ;  for  to  them  it  will  be  foolishness :  they  have  neither 

part  nor  lot  in  such  a  discussioi^ 

Bu( 


The  trutli  of  evidence,  the  moral  strain. 

Nor 

But  ander  this  restriction,  and  under  this  impression,  I  am 
Inclined  to  extend  the  sabject  a  little,  and  would  call  the  public 
attention  with  much  earnestness  to  somey^^u^  parts  of  a  book, 
printed  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1788  in  4to,  intitled  *•  Mor- 
telsof  Criticism,  tending  to  illustrate  some  passages  in  the  holf 
scriptures  upon  philosophical  principles,  and  an  enlarged  vieir 
of  things:  by  Edward  King,  £s<^  F«R.A.S.  printed  for 
Robson  and  Robinson,  in  1 788/'  The  title  of  it  is  objectionable 
on  every  account,  open  to  ignorant  ridicule,  and  certainly 
unadvised  ;  bat  had  a  second  edition  of  the  work  been  called  for, 
it  might  easily  have  been  altered*'** 

The  author  of  it  appears  to  me,  (/  speaA  from  his  hook)  to  be  a 
gentleman  of  extensive  erudition  and  ingenuity,  and  of  accurate 
biblical  knowledge,  perhaps  a  little  too  fond  of  the  theory,  and 
aometimes  a  little  whimsical  in  his  application  of  natural  philoso* 
phy;  but  never  without  a  serious  intention  and  a  profound  pietf« 
He  never  forgers  the  natmre  of  the  subjects  which  he  is  treating* 
He  seems  to  approach  the  sacred  writings  with  that  prostration 
of  mind,  that  distrust  of  his  own  powers,  and  that  seif-abasement, 
which  are  rtquired  of  those,'  who  desire  to  look  into  the 
ludden  things  of  God.  I  speak  of  the  spirit  by  which  he  appears 
to  me  to  be  conducted,  and  (I  repeat  it,)  I  speak  from  the  'wari 
0lone.  I  shall  contend  fbr  no  interpretations  given  by  Mr.  King; 
but  I  propose  them  to  public  consideration  ;  for  I  never  observed 
more  caution  and  more  wariness  than  in  this  writer. 

We  know  that  it  is  declared,  that  *'  the  book  of  Prophecy  if 
sealed  till  the  time  of  completion.**  But  the  events  of  the  world, 
of  the  Christian  world,  are  so  awful  and  so  alarming  as  to  in* 
duce  us  to  believe,  that  they  happen  not  without  the  immediate 
providence,  and  decree  of  the  Supreme  Being  against  the 

superstition 

£  It  hai  lately  been  reprinted  in  three  volumes  8vo,    i  i8oo«) 
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Nor  Hurd  has  preach'd,  nor  Paley  taught  in  vain; 

Socinus 


superstition  and  corruptions  of  man,  and  for  the  fulfilling  of  tif 
fnparaiicn  for  those  times,  when,  '<  the  Kingdoms  of  this  world 
mutt  (/«  ihfiauKe  of  all  human  policy)  become  the  kingdooisof  God 
and  of  hisChribtl" 

The  direct  and  circumstantial  evidence  for  Christicnft/  it 
iovieed  ^try  «xtensive|  and  it  is  also  so  minute  and  clear  in  mzxxf 
^rtsof'it,  and  so  cogent,  as  to  form  the  strictest  argament 
which  a  matter  of  fact  can  admit  as  a  proof.     But  exclusiTC  of 
itV  doctrines  and  specific  precepts,  there  is  one  point  in  which 
this  Revelation  can  never  be  sufBciencty  considered,  and  which 
without  study  never  will  be  comprehended,  nor  even  iroperfecilf 
conceived:  and  without  seriousness  it  should  never  be  approached* 
it  is  this:  *^  The  general  dtiign  of  Scriptuib,  considered 4v 
^  bistoricatf  may  be  sai<l  to  be,  to  give  us  an  account  of  li« 
^  World  in  this  one  single  view,  a 5  Goft*s  wokld  !  by  which 
^  it  appears  essintiaily  distinguished  from  all  other  hooks^  excepC 
**  such  as  are  copied  from  it.'*f     But  on  this  idea  it  is  notoiy 
province  to  enlarge ;  1  mean  only  to  present  it  aa  the  graad, 
himHiOtts,  and  leading  idea  on   this   awful  subject.     I  would 
conduct  the  reader  into  a  safe  and   proper  train  of  thinking, 
and    leave   him  to   pursue   his  own  meditaiion.     I   have  alsQ 
read   words,  ^hich   are  deemed   apocryphal^  but  woithy  of  the 
highest   power.     **  jill  these  things  were  made   throooh   Ml 
^  ALONE,  and  through  none  other:  by   mb  al&o  shall  tuiy 

•*  BE  EdUED,    AND  BY   NONE  OTHEK  !!!"J 

I  will  therefore  offer,  to  persons  sciiously  disposed,  some  passages 
from  this  work  ivritten  several  years  he/ore  the  present  events 
had  taken  place  in  Europe,  or  could  be  conceived  to  be  possible, 

I  wish 

i  Butler^s  Analogy  Part  2.  Ch.  7.    J  Esdras,  8.  a.  Ch.  6.  y.  7. 
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Socinus  droops^  and  baf&ed  Priestley  flies, 


And 


I  wish  to  be  clearly  ander8tt>od,  that  I  am  not  speaking  in  this 
note  of  any  oibtr  parts  or  interfrttations  in  ibis  nvnrk  of  Mr.  K,ing« 
I  am  as  little  disposed  to  superstition  and  enthusiaim  as  any  man 
living ;  and  I  do  not  give  them  as  additions  to  the  idle  prophecies  ] 
and  random  conjectures  which  have  appeared  in  such  nombers* 
I  have  too  mach  reverence  for  the  reader,  and  for  myself 
and  for  the  subject.  Mr.  King  offers  them  only  as  his  inter- 
pretations of  scripture,  submitted  to  a  calm  discussion.  But 
the  circumstaDce  which  peculiarly  strikes  me  is  this ;  that  they 
ivere  written  luitbout  any  specific  refertnct  to  any  nation  ia 
Europe,  but  simply  and  in  general,  that  such  times  and  such 
events  might  be  expected  in  some  fart  of  the  Christian  world. 

The  first  passage  I  shall  present,  is  a  portion  of  Mr.  King*f 
explanation  of  the  24th  Chapter  of  St  Mathew's  gospel,  prin« 
cipally  of  the  29th  verse.^  In  regard  to  .which  he  says,  '*  We 
^'  may  remark,  if  the  words  are  to  be  understood,  as  spoken 
'<  merely  emblematically,  then  the  images  made  use  of  are  sach 
^*  as  are  well  known  to  predict  (consisttntly  with  their  constant 
"  use  in  many  other  parts  of  prophecy)  a  gnat  destmction  and 
•*  almost  annibilation  of  many  of  those  lawful  powers  njubicb  rule  om 
•*  earthy  however  beneficial  any  of  them  may  be  to  the  earth  ; 

**  «ff^  A  DREADFUL  LESSBNINO  OF  THE  DIGMTY  AND  fPLEN- 
^'  DOUH  OF  ALL  GREATNESS,  AND  A  SUBVERSION  OF  ALL 
<«  GOOD      ORDER      AND     CIVIL     GOVERNMENT!     Than     whlch 

^  nothing  can  be  expected  more  formidable.  Dreadful  indeed 
**  must  be  a  time,  (if  such  an  one  is  to  come)  when  men  are  let 
**  loose  upon  eacb  other^  possessed  of  all  their  present  improvements 

*'and 


*  Of  course  i  refer  the  reader  to  the  book  itself  for  the  tenof 
q{  tki  *wb9l$  argument. 
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And  at  the  strength  of  Horsley  (^)  shrinks,  and  dies. 

Nor 


*'  and  mdvAHtoges^  hut  unrestraimd  iithir  by  lata  and  cMl 
**  grvirnmiHtt  or  hj  comcirnce  amd  good  principle ;  scor  Ang  the 
*«  admoQition  and  authority  of  those  who  ought  to  maintain 
**  justice,  and  auisud  bj  tb4  mon  rudi  and  barbarous  farts  ^ 
**  tht  worldt  whom  they   shall  find  tw  r$ady  t$  imcrsojg   the 

"'  At  the  conclusion  of  tlie  Remarks  on  the  Revelattens,  Cb« 
16.  V.  13  and  14.  Mr.  King  says:  **  Htre  while  we  maintain 
^  Jue  revinntial  f(Gr^  our  interpretation  roust  end.  Kotbiwg 
••  but  thi  rvcrtts  tbemsel'ves^  nuben  they  c^me  to  fasSy,  can  rightly 
**  explain  (he  rest :  and  they  will  cenainly  jfiak  i.ooDLr 
*'  ENOUGH  /cr  tbemjehet,  as  those  btfore  have  done^  Only  I 
*'  muse  just  remark,  that  it  jeems,  as  if  per/icuti$M  and  the  horrid 
*' influeDcei  of  supcntitiottt  and  of  ignorance^  and  of  harburijmwNt  , 
**  allowed  to  produce  their  dire  effects  during  tb€  fiat  part  ef 
'Mhe  period  of  the  time  described  under  the  rials ;  andasif^ 
*'  Irrsliqion,  vanity,  and  a  total  want  of  all  saaiovt 

*'  PRINCIPLE,    AND  A  MISAPPLICATION  OF  THE  REFINEMENTS 

•*  OF  CIVILIZATION,  ivere  to  be  allowed  to  produce  thm-I*^  mm- 
**  CHiLF.also  at  the  latter  end  of  that  period!"  page  453.  See 
aho,  p«  456  and  457,  which  I  could  wish  to  copy,  the  words 
are  so  important,  and  the  style  so  dignified. 

In  the  conclusion  of  which  Mr.  King  observes,  en  tbijmshkg 
rf  the  mysttry  of  Cody  •*  ih^t  as  there  should  be  false  Chri&ts  and 
*^  false  prophets,  so  there  should  be  also  a  dreadful  subversioa  of 
'<  all  good  government  and  order,  and  that  men  sb^uid  be  kt 
"  hose  upon  each  other ^  in  defiance  of  ali  civil  foiver  and  just  mlCf 
*'  and  of  legal  restraint.*'  He  subjoins  some  words  too  remark- 
able 


*  P.  262. 
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Nor  second  stand  in  theologic  fame. 

Sagacious 

»ble  to  be  parsed  over.  *  *'  //  will  ht^hajipy  for  those  vsko  shall 
**  live  some  years  hence^  if  they  can  prove  me  guilty  of  a  mistake 
'*  in  this  point.  I  speak  and  write  with  cautions  reverence  and 
^^  fear;  acknowledging  that  I  am  liable  to  error,  and  ly  no 
**  means  firetending  ta  profihecy  :  but  still  apprehending  myself 
•'  bound  not  to  conceal  the  truths  where  any  matter  ajifiears  to  he 
**  revealed  in  Holy  Scripture ;  and  especially  when  the  bringing 
**  an  impending  denunciation  to  light,  (tf  it  he  a  truth)  may  be  aa 
**  awful  warning  and  caution  to  many,  and   pre  vent  theijl 

^*    BECOMING    ACCESSARY    TO    THE   EVIL.i^^ 

I  must  own,  I  am  so  struck  with  these  passages,  that  withotit 
any  knowledge  of  this  most  distinguished  Layman  hut  from  his 
woriy  I  could  almost  be  induced  to  address  him,  in  the  sublime 

apostrophe 


*  Page  401, 

J  I  would  offer  the  following  passage  from  the  great  Histo- 
rian  Josephus,  on  the  inattention  and  ignorance  of  man  in 
regard  to  the  divine  predictions,  as  peculiarly  remarkable; 
the  words  are  these  : 

Teu/ra  fAsv^  iKaveif;  sfjUpavia-at  ivvafAsvec  mv  rs  ®S8  fv<siv  ro^s 
T^avra  xatS*  ipOLv  a/KOHtra  Tgray^xsva;?,  a  re  ^ei  •yeveordai  TrpoXpyei* 

nv  rs  T«v  aif^f^m  AFNOIAN  KAI  ARISTIAN,  C^* 

^5  ttSev  wpo'iietv  ea^Titrav  rcjv  airoS^aofAsyafVy  A<l>TAAKTOI 

TE  TAI2  2TM$OPAI2  nAPE^O©H2AN,  ^;  aptn- 

yfiLVQV  avTOiq  eivau  T»iy  f$  uirranf  Trstpav  Siaf  i"yfi*v ! 

Joseph,  Anti^.  Jud.  Lib,  lo,  S.  3.  p.  449.  Ed.  Hudson.  Oxon. 
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Sagacious  Hey  (r),  and  kenndl's  j[</)  learned  dame, 

And 

ipostrophe  cf  one  of  the  most  eloquent  f  atbers  of  the  aneienC 
Church ;  '*  Avd^^cu^E  th  ©eh,  mars  Qspxvoif  xai  oixov^^  r»n  ru 
QcH  fjLvcTnpwif^  Avep  imQufJuatv  ro/v  m  imufJLaroSf  xaXtif  Sf 
rrt/Xov  Kou  hlpoucjfjM  nms  ExxXiQ^na;,  Xoyov  ifimi  CTTEXoyrc*  xfltt 
TiCTEo/f  BfiBUTfjia^  xou  iTuvfJiaros  Kxrayuyioy.*'^  - 

Thus  t  did  this  very  learned  and  most  pious,  man  in  a  strain 
of  serious,  temperate,  and   impressive   eloquence  deliver  his 
opinion  and  his  interpretation.     They  will  stand  before  ns  and 
oor  posterity,  as  the  memorial  of  that  lonely  wisdom,  that  reve* 
rential  application  of  the  divine  word,  and  of  that  silent  digdityi 
which  can  enfy  be  attained  by  a  retirement  (at  intervals]  from 
the  world  which  God  hath  made  to  Him  alone,  and  by  that 
worship  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  which  when  joined  to  humta 
erudition,  and  to  the  sober  cultivation  of  the  understandiogi 
will  produce  ?ruit  unto  life. 

But  I  conclude;  humbly  acknowledging  and  most  deeply 
feeling  myself  wholly  unequal,  and  altogether  unwonhy,  to  speak 
of  the  awful  sublimity  of  such  subjects.  My  office  can  be  but 
ministerial ;  it  is  mine  only  to  lead  the  aspirant  to  the  door 
of  the  temple,  and  to  retire.     (1797O 

{6)  The  Right  Rev.  Samuel  Horsley,  Bishop  of  Rochester. 
In  my  opinion,  the  controversy  so  ably  maintained  by  this 
learned  Prelate  against  the  Heresiarch  Priestley,  is  his  peculiar 

praise. 


*  ♦  Gregor.  Naz.  Orat.  19.  (Op.  edit.  Prunaei.  p.  ax6.  Paris 
1609.)  It  was  pronounced  before  the  great  Basil,  whea  seated 
on  the  archiepiscopal  throne  of  Caesarea.  (A.  C.  circ.  ^74.) 

t  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1788.    Mr.  K/s  book  wai 
probably  written  some  years  before  it  waa  offered  to  the  public 
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And  Douglas,  (e)  haird  afar  from  earliest  youth  59a 


Great  victor  in  the  well-fought  field  of  truth. 


To 


..praise.  Bishop  Horslcy  reminds  me  of  the  celebrated  Divine» 
Charles  Leslie ;  for  he  has  often  the  same  strength,  thp  same 
acuteness,  and  sometimes  the  same  coarseness  of  manner;  but 
the  arguments  are  cngent|  and  the  arms  are  irresistible.  In 
theological  controversy,  Charles  Leslie  and  Bishop  Horsiey 
always  appear  to  me»  **  iEacidae  similes,  Vulcaniaque  armt 
capcBsunt.'* 

To  all  such  writers  and  dissertators  as  Priestley,  either  ia 
theology  or  in  politics,  these  admirable  lines  of  Prudentius  uc 
jpeculiarly  applicable: 

Quid  non  libido  mentis  humana;  struat? 

Quid  non  malorum/;»;/iz/  ^ 
Statum  lacessunt  omnipoUentis  Dei 

Calumniosis  litibus. 
Fidem  minutis  dissecant  ambagibus, 

Ut  quisque  lingua  nequior : 
Solvunt  ligantque  quaestionum  vincula 
Per  syllogismos  plectiles. 

Prudentius  in  Prologo  ad  Apotheosim. 

(f)  The  Rev.  John  Hey,  D.  D.  late  Norri&ian  Professor  in 
the  University  of  Cambridge.  The  arrangement,  th^  learning, 
the  accuracy,  and  the  extent  of  his  researches  in  theology,  are 
conspicuous  in  his  laborious  and  important  work,  entitled 
**  Lectures,  &c."  read  as  Profcssjor.    (1797.) 

(i/)  The  Rev,  Thomas  Rennell,  D.  D.  Author  of  a  very  able, 
learned,  and  eloquent  Apology  for  the  Church  of  England^ 
'  preached  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral|  before  the  Sons  of  the  Clergy, 
May  iO|  1796. 


[    43^    J 
To  me,  all  heedless  of  proud  fashion's  sneer# 
Maurice  (/)  Is  learned,  and  Wilberforce  (v)  sincere, 

•^  (Though 

•  (r)TheR)ght  Rev.  John  Douglas,  D.D.  Bishop  of  Saluburyj 
a  Prelate  whose  erudition,  'penetrating  sagacity,  mnd  well- 
directed  efforts  have  discovered  and  overthrown  many  a  atroDg 
hold  of  literary  imposture.  The  names  of  Lauder  and  Bower 
are  only  remembered  to  their  infamy.  The  Bishop's  Treatise 
on  Miracles,  called  *'  The  Criterion/'  should  be  reprinted* 
Why  is  it  not  again  presented  to  the  public?    (Oct.  1797O 

(/)  T^  Rroerend  Thomas  Maurice,  Author  of  ^  lodiaa 
Antiquities,  in  6  vol.  8vo."  and  of  **  the  History  of  Hin- 
*^  dostan,  it's  Arts  and  it's  Sciences,  as  connected  with 
*^  the  History  of  the  other  great  Empires  of  Asia,  during 
*^  the  most  ancient  periods  of  the  world."  The  public  are 
well  acquainted  with  their  merits.  But  it  is  with  the  most 
serious  concern,  that  I  read  what  Mr.  Maurice  has  declared 
in  his  dedication,  that  *^  This  History  commenced  under  the 
*'  patronage  cf  the  Court  of  the  East  India  Directors,  is^edtctted 
**  to  them,  in  humble  hopes  of  their  continued  supfoirt  of  a  iDW^ 
'^  which  MUiT  8I.NK  WITHOUT  THAT  *  SUPPORT.'*  LeaTsiog 
has  felt  a  degradation  from  these  words.  I  am  not  to  be  told, 
that  researches  like  these  of  Mr.  Maurice  are  liable  to  the  caprice 
of  erudition,  and  of  uncertain  application,  and  that  his  style, 
matter,  and  manner  are  frequently  too  luxuriant  and  fiffiise. 
The  foundation  of  a  temple  may  be  strong,  though  eveiy 
ornament  on  the  pillars  may  not  be  just.     (Nov.  1797.) 

*  The  E.  I.  Company  iuhscrihed  for  a  certain  number  ef 
Copies.    This  cannot  be  called  support,  nor  patronage  io  such 

a  body. 
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(Though  Oh  his  page  some  pause  in  sacred  doubt) 

Afl 

» 

(v)  ScCj  "  A  practical  view  of  the  pl^iralling  religious  system 
of  professed  Christians  in  the  higher  and  middle  classes  in  this 
country,  contrasted  with  real  Christianity.*'  By  WilKam  Wil« 
bcrforce,  Esq.  M.  P.  for  the  county  of  York.— --Some  very 
serious  persons  have  their  doubts  as  to  the  theological  principles 
of  this  work  in  thtxT/uU  extent*  and  I  fear  it  is  far  too  rigid  and 
txclusive  in  it's  doctrines*  There  is  also  too  much  of  a  sectarian 
language*  which  cannot  be  approved.  But  of  the  intentu)n» 
virtue*  learning,  and  patriotism  of  the  eloquent  and  welU 
informed  Senator,  I  have  the  most  honourable  and  decided 
opinion. 

His  work  is  vehement,  impassioned,  urgent*  fervid^  instant ) 
though  sometimes  copious  to  prolixity,  and  in  a  few  parts  even 
to  tediouiness.  Perhaps  it  is  the  production  of  an  orator  rather 
than  of  a  writer;  I  should  think  it  had  been  dictated.  Through^) 
out  the  whole,  there  is  a  manly  fortitude  of  thought,  firm  and 
tinshrlnking.  But  for  my  own  part,  for  obvioas  reaions^  Idislike 
the  term  **  tCeal  Christianity/'  as  exclusively  applied  to  znyitt 
of  propositions  drawn  from  the  GospeL 

From  external  circumstances  indeed,  I  would  fiot  take 
theology  from  Athanasius  or  Bossuet,  nM)rality  from  Seneca  or 
politics  from  Lansdown  or  Si^yes*  But  I  will  own^  that  from  a^ 
scrutiny  into  the  public  and  private  character  of  Mr.  Wilberforce^ 
I  ahn  inclined  to  think,  that  his  enemies  would  bt  forced  into  aa 
acknowledgment,  (as  it  is  recorded  in  the  words  of  a  prophet,) 
that  *^  they  can  find  no  occasion  against  this  man,  except  they 
find  it  against  him  concerning  the  law  of  his  God."  A  reader 
of  his  work  most  be  good  or  bad  in  the  extreme^  who  may  not 
receive  some  advantage  from  such  a  composition.  I  am  indeed 
unworthy  to  praise  it,  and  I  feel  myself  so. 

Ec  If 
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As  Gisborne  (^)  serious,  and  as  Pott  (c)  devout. 
Nor  yet  ungrac'd  may  Sulivan  {d)  remain. 

Serene 

If  I  may  descend  from  divinity  to  mere  philosophy,  I  shall 
add,  that  if  Mr.  Wilberforce  proceeds  and  acts  upon  the  soh- 
Jimity  of  such  principles,  we  may  apply  to  him  the  expresiioDs 
draw^  from  the  fountain  of  Plato  by  his  most  enthusiastic 
Totary,  PJotinus.  Af  *  ixurta  /xeraCaivsi,  ats  cixo/v  Tpos  CLpxji» 
TVTTov,  T«Xor  fx<wv  Tur  flropsjfltr!  He  will  best  comprehend  the 
high  and  holy  sentence  which  declares  what  is  the  life  of  such 
men,;  *Oi/ra;  ^^wt  xxi  avOpojirojv  Geiorif  kcu  it^aifjuvan  C^of^ 
mTaWstyn    rcov    AKkatv    tmv    rri&e^     Cio;    avnioyo^    ton   i^tf, 

«>TrH  MONOT  nP02  MONON  !♦ 

Qt)  The  Reverend  Thomas  Gisborne,  M.  A.  the  ingenious 
Author  of  an  Enqairy  into  the  Daties  of  Men>  &c.  and  of 
the  Female  Sex,  &c.  &c.  eminently  entitled  to  the  publie 
esteem  and  gratitude. 

(r)  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Pott,  M.  A.  the  learned  and  excellent 
Arch-deacon  of  St.  Alban's  ;  in  his  writings  instructive, 
laborious  in  his  office,  and  exemplary  in  his  life,  ^nd  in  his 
profession. 

{d)  Richard  Joseph  Sulivan,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  and  F.  A.  S* 
author  of.  '*  Philosophical  Rhapsodies,  &c.'*  and  of  *^  A  Vieiv 
of  Nature,  in  Letters  to  a  Traveller  among  the  Alps*  with 
^^  Reflections  on  Atheistical  Philosopliy,  now  exemplified  in 
*<  France,  ih  six  vol.  8vo."  which  is  a  work  of  labour 
and  of  general  utility,  digested  from  original  writers  with  judg- 
ment, and  with  an  upright  virtuous  heart,  in  a  pleasinj;  and 
^structive  manner.    It  appears  to  be  intended  merely  as  am 

intndttctim 

f  PJotini  Enoead.  6.  L.  9.  c*'  xu 
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Serene  in  fancy,  nor  in  science  vain; 

But  still,  though  oft  his  various  works  I  scan, 

I  quit  the  volume,  when  I  find  the  man. 

Hcrschell  (/),  with  ampler  mind  and  magic  glass. 

Mid 

intr^nction  to  works  of  deeper  science ;  sind  t  consider  it  in  this 
light.  I  dwell  with  affection  on  such  a  character  as  Mr. 
'  Sulivan;  and,  if  this  were  the  place,  and  if  India  were  the 
theme,  I  might  make  honourable  mention  of  the  Works  and 
excellence  of  his  Brother,  John  Sulivan,  Esq. 

(f)  Dr.  Herschell's  new  doctrine  concerning  the  Materia 
Solaris,  has  attracted  much  attention  among  the  learned.  I  offer 
to  their  consideration  a  curious  passage,  which  I  met  with 
when  I  was  reading  with  a  very  different  purpose.  The  Platonic 
pRocLus,  in  the  third  book  of  the  Commentaries  on  the 
Timaeus  of  his  great  Master,  mentions  that  Aristotle  (whom, 
surely  with  justice,  he  calls  o  ixupMortis  K^crtunXr^s)  hints^ 
that  the  •  sun  and  the  stars  are  not  absolutely  bodies  if  fircm 
The  words  are  these;  Toy  ron  Ktrrpon^t '  yppov^  xai  ounoif 
rov  ^x^«v  HXiov.  OTK  ONTA  EK  nYP02.» 
There  is  another  singular  passage  (not  so  explicit  as  this  from 
Proclus)  in  the  first  book,  de  Cxlo,  of  the  second  Ennead  of 
f  lotinus  the  Platonicorum  Coryphaeus,  as  he  has  been  called  ; 
he  talks  also,  rather  quaintly  from  Aristotle,  of  a     Tlv^  m 

Ec  a  The 

*  Prodi  Comment,  in  Timaeum  Platonis :  Edit*  BasiL 
9r.  1534.  p.  141. 

t  Flotin.  Ennead  2.  L»  i.  pag*  99«  &c.  Edit.  Basil,  cum 
Comment.  Ficini. 
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Mid  worids  and  worlds  revolviDg  as  they  pass,  6ot 
Pours  the  foil  clustered  radiance  from  on  high. 
That  fathomless  abyss  of  Deity. 
Who  in  the  depth  abstruse  of  intellect 
A  greater  now  than  Waring  [g)  shall  expect  ? 
Lo,  where  Philosophy  extends  her  sway. 
Guides  future  Navies  o^er  the  trackless  way 
More  voluble  and  firm ;  so,  strong  in  thought, 
The  royal  Synod  Atwood  {h)  sate  and  tat^ht. 

With 

The  reader  is  referred  to  Dr.  HencheU's  most  corioiis  paper 
*<  On  the  Nature  and  Construction  of  the  Sua  and  Fixed  Stari" 
Phil.  Trans,  Part  I.  1 795. 

{^)  Edward  Waring,  M.  D.  professor  of  the  Matheioatui 
jn  the  University  of  Cambridge.    ( 1 797.) 

(K)  See  a  Paper  in  the  Philos.  Trans.  1796.  PartL  entided 
^  The  CoiiscnictioB  and  Analyus  of  geometrical  proposicioai 
determining^the  positions  assumed  by  homogeoeai  bodies  whick 
float  freely  and  at  rest  on  a  a^iid  su^-face,  also  daermiahg  tk 
stah'tlUyof  ihtjts  aad  other  floating  bodies,  by  George  A'nwooDi 
Esq.  F.  R.  S."  The  R.  S.  presented  Mr.  Atwood  with  thdr  ^ 
aiedal  on  this  occasion. 

T^he  names  of  Herschell,  Atwood,  Maskelyne,  <3aTendisb» 
Woollaston,  Milner,  &:c.  dighffy  the  Royal  Society.  Wi 
have  yet  some  **  Master  Builders  in  the  Sciences,'*  as  Mfii 
Lock^  once  expressed  himself.  (Pftface  to  his  Essay  oa  te 
fl-U.)    (I797-) 
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With  England's  Bard,  with  Cowper,  who  shall' vie  ? 
Original  in  strength  and  dignity ;  6io 

With  more  than  painter's  fancy  blest,  whh  lays 
Holy,  as  saints  to  heaven  expiring  raise.  (/) 

Heard  you  that  Hermit's  strain  from  Scotia bome> 

"  For  virtue  lost,  and  ruin'd  man  I  mourn  ?'*  (k) 

Who  may  forget  thee,  Beattie?  who  supply 

The  t^le  half-told  of  Edwin's  minstrelsy  ?  (/)  ' 

A  voice 

(/)  William  Covopcr,  Esq,  Author  of  «  The  Tasfc"  Tom 
M»<r<zft;v  lEpj  ioffisl  Such  are  the  words  of  the  divide  Ascra^aa 
in  his  Theogonia.  Of  these  Muses  seated  on  mvr  avin  ParafisuS| 
it  may  be  said, 

**  T/iert  did  they  sit,  and  do  their  holy  deed. 
That  pleas'd  both:  heaven  and  earth.'* 

Biskop  HdVt  Satires.  B.  a.  SL  9« 

The  conclusion  of  the  Poet's  work  is  sa  sacred,  so  digoii&efii 

•o  unequalled   in  simplicity  and  unaffected  piety^  (hat  1  hoff 

none  will  read  it  without  those  sensations,  and  without  that 

ioiproremenr,  it  seems  designed  to  inspire. 

*^  But  ale  is  in  his  hand  whose  praise  I  seek; 
In  vain  the  Poet  sings  and  the  world  hears, 
Jf  HE  rtgnrd  nvi^  though  di'vitie  the  theme, 
'Tis  not  in  artful  measures,  in  the  chime 
And  idle  tinkling  of  a  minstrel's  lyre. 
To  charm  bxs  ear,  who  l^oks  upon  thr  heart: 
Whose  frown  can  disappoint  the  prondest  strain, 
Whose  approbation-«-prosper  even  mine.** 
(i)  A' line  from  Beattie*s  Minstrel,  B.  i.' 

if)  James  Beattie,  L.L.D«  Author  o^^f  The  lK\ix^%  f 
^  Ec  3  "  'Poem 
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A  voice  from  Coila  o'er  the  farrowM  field 
Bewails  the  fountain  shut,  the  volume  seal'd !  {m) 
The  throbs  of  Genius  struggling  to  be  great; 
The  cheerless,  chilling  damp  of  lovyly  fate ;        610 
The  home-bred  conscious  Worth,  untaught  to  bend 
At  the  shruggM  shoulder  of  a  pitying  friend  ; 
The  pang  that  rends  the  m:idd*ning  breast  unknown; 
And  Poverty's  unutterable  groan  ; 
The  Vision,  burst  nig  on  tne  patriot  soul, 
Superior,  imsubdued,  beyond  control. 
With  all  the  prophet's,  all  the  poet's  rage. 
High-beaming  o'er  the  unperishable  page  s        628 

The 

Poem  in  two  Books/*  It  is  for  ever  to  be  regretted  that  this 
true  Poet  and  most  excellent  man  has  left  his  admirable  Poem 
unfinished.  My  mind  dwells  upon  it  with  rapture,  particularly 
on  the  first  part,  even  from  my  boyish  days  at  school. 

(m)  See  the  animated  Preface  to  the  first  edition,  printed  at 
Kilmarnock,  of  the  Poems  by  Robert  Burns,  the  Ayrshire 
Ploughman,  an  original,  national  Poet.  The  words  of  BiraKfl 
are  these  :  **  The  following  trifles  are  not  the  production  of 
**  the  poet  who,  with  all  the  advantages  of  learned  art,  and 
*'  perhaps  amid  the  elegancies  and  idlenesses  of  upper  life,  looks 
*'  down  for.a  rural  theme,  with  an  eye  to  Theocritus  and  Virgil. 
'*  To  the  Author  of  this,  these  and  other  celebrated  names 
**  their  countrymen  are,  at  least  in  their  original  language, 
**  A  fountain  shut  uji^  and  a  hook  sealed,^'*  &c.  &c.  Burns,  in  one 
of  his  Letters,  calls  himself  «  Tbt  Foice  of  Coila ;''  i.  c,  oi  KjU^ 
>d!3l*fet6f  Ayrshire!'  ' 


# » 
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The  Muse  indignant  mark'd,  yet  haii'd  thfe  day  s 

And  while  her  Burns  pourM  forth  his  native  lay, 
Bright  with  the  reddening  Holly  graced  his  head. 

And  threw  her  mantle  o'er  the  Ploughman's  weed.  («) 

Yet 

(ff)  The  public  have  now  been  gratified  with  a  complete 
collection  of  Bukns^s  works  in  verse  and  prose,  which  is  a  most 
valnable  addition  to  British  literature.  It  is  difficult  to  speak 
in  terms  of  commendation  adequate  to  the  tempered  zeal,  critical 
judgment,  and  discerning  benevolence  which  induced  the 
ingenious  Dr.  Currtl  to  undertake  the  office  of  Editor,  during 
the  arduous  and  honourable  discharge  of  hit  most  important 
p^ofes^ion. 

The  character  of  Robert  Burns,  his  Life,  his  merits,  and  his 
most  deplorable  frailties,  have  been  considered  and  appreciated 
in  the  most  candid,  interesting,  and  impartial  manner  by  his  Brother 
Gilbert  Burns,  by  t)r.  Currie,  Dr.  Stewart,  and  Dr.  Adair;  but 
by  none  with  more  felicity  and  elegance  than  by  a  Lady  of  a 
refined  and  classical  taste,  polite  accomplishments,  and  cuiti- 
vated  genius  who  knew  him  well,  and  proved  herself  his 
friend  and  patron.  They  have  extenuated  nothing,  but 
have  spoken  of  him  as  he  was;  and  their  narratives  raise 
alternately  our  admiration  and  our  regret.  They  paint  his 
principles  and  his  conduct  at  perpetual  variance,  with  a  certain 
turbulence  of  disposition  and  passion  to  which  every  temptation  . 
was  ruinous,  and  every  indulgence  fatal* 

^stuat  ingens 
Imo  in  corde  pudor,  mistoque  insania  luctu, 

£t  furies  AQITATUS   AMOR,  £T  CONSCI A- VIRTUS  ! 

I  think  that  greater  liberality  might  have  been  prudtntly 
exerted  to  obtain  an  adequate  employment,  and  a  safe  as  well 
as  hpnourable  support  for  a  man  destined  to  be.  up  the  full 
fame  and  dignity  of  the  Fobt  of  Scotland,  who  bad  described 

E  e  4  hioKcU 
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Yet  mark,  each  willing  Muse  where  Boydell  draws. 

And  calls  the  sister  pow'rs  in  Sbakspeare's  cause  ! 

By 

himself  to  its  Countrymen  (and  can  they  now  read  the  words 
without  barren  shame  and  passionate  remorse  ?)  as  **  kmlf-mtki^ 
hdffed^and^  half'sarkit^*'  i\izn  by  the  strange  and  unaccountable 
occupation  which  they  conferred  on  him.  That  all  the  noblt 
and  leanied  Chemists  of  the  North  could  not  discover,  in  the 
whole  table  of  affinities,  a  more  sym/iathetic  ink  for  a  poet  than 
that  of  an  Excistman^  may  excite  something  between  a  smile 
and  indignation  in  the  less-enlightened  Soath.  It  might  even 
now  draw  iron  tears  down  the  poetical  cheeks  of  the  Maecenas 
of  Scotland,  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas. 

As  to  the  originality  of  Burns's  genius  and  of  hit  command* 
ing  faculties  there  can  be  but  one  opinion.  To  the  hannony 
and  force  of  his  English  verse  every  ear  assents  with 
delight-;  and  to  his  Scottish  poetry  his  countrymen  have  borne 
that  decisive  testimony  which  natives  alone  can  confer.  But 
the  greatest  effort  of  his  genius  is  displayed  in  Tbb  Visioir, 
which  raises  itself  in  a  preeminence  paramount  to  alJ« 
ts  THE  Cypress  among  the  Shrubs.  I  scarce  except  thataoH 
pathetic  and  interesting  poem,  the  Cotter*s  Saturday  Night,  . 

But  the  volume  of  his  Letters,  and  indeed  almost  all  bis  prose* 
writings,  must  be  considered  as  a  phoenomenon  in  the  Kteratnre 
of  arastic.  It  seems,  I  think  it  is  taken  generally,  the  style  of  a 
cultivated  gentleman  who  haslived  and  conversed  with  ease  in  the 
higher  circles  of  society,  manly,  correct,  eloquent,  and  affecting. 

But  I  am  toldy  that  to  estimate  the  character  of  Burns  with 

justice,  we  should  have  seen   him  in  his  happier  hours,  and 

marked  the  dignity  of  his  natural  deportment,  the  animatioa 

of  his  eye,  and  the  power  of  his  colloquial  language. 

His 

I ■ 

*  Half-cloathed,  or  rather  half*&hirted.     See  the  Scotch  Glos* 

lary.   The  words  are  taken  from  the  poem  called,  ^'  Th  Fism.'* 

Fart  I. 
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By  art  controird  the  fire  of  Reynolds  breaks. 
And  Nature's  pathos  in  her  Northcote  speaks  j 
The  Grecian  forms  in  Hamilton  combine, 
Farrhasian  grace,  and  Zeuxis'  softest  line ; 
There  Barry's  learning  meets  with  Romney's  strength. 
And  Smirke  portrays  Thalia  at  full  length,  (nn)  640 

Lo,  Fuseli  (in  whose  tempestuous  soul 
The  unnavigable  tides  of  Genius  roll,) 
The  surge  of  sulphVous  fire,  the  smouldering  lights 
The  bridge  chaotic  o'er  the  abyss  of  Night, 

With  each  accursed  form,  and  mystic  spell 

Depicts,  and  "  bears  up  all  the  fame  of  Hell  !**  {0) 

While 

His  sentiments,  the  flash  and  out-breah  of  a  fiery  mind^  oftctt 
republican  but  always  patriotic,  and  with  the  old  natiwal 
attachment  yet  unextinguished  in  his  breast,  claim  our  adfnin* 
tion  or  excuse  rather  than  our  censure,  in  a  man  of  such 
overbearing  powers  and  talents  out  of  their  place. 

His  track,  where'er  the  Post  rov'd. 

Glory  pursued,  and  generous  shame. 

The  unconquerable  mind,  and  Freedom's  holy  flame! 

(Nov.  1 80a) 

[nn)  The  Shakspeare 'Gallery,  under  the  auspices  of 
3oydell  and  Nicol. 

I  would  inscribe  the  following  words  on  the  fa9ade  of  the 
Gallery  under  the  figure  of  Shakspeare ; 

f^USARUM  MONITA,  £T  DpUS  AUCTOR  ApOLLo!     (N0V.180O.) 

(0)  The  expressions  of  Chaucer  on  the  Poet  Claudian  in  the 
Siotise  of  Fame  B.  ji  r.  4680  (p.  4689  Urry's  Edit.)  and  now 

transferred 
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While  Wcstall's  pencil  to  the  latest  age 

4 

With   milder  beams  irradiates  Milton's  page,  [od) 

Fcr  Athens  Cumberland  (/;)  seems  born  alone. 

To  bid  her  comic  Patriot  be  our  own.  650 

High 

transferred  to."  the  Milton  Gallery"  by  Fuskli.  But 
who  niav  sptak  of  the  secrets  gf  the  abyst  thus  dis*  lose<J  by  tiiis 
mighty  Painter  under  the  mingled  inspiration  o^  Dante, Michael 
Angelo/ and  his  great  Orginal?  Dante  alone  >  be  iudccd 
might  say  in  language  labwuring  for  a  vent; 

**  S*  io  avessi  le  rime  e  asprc  e  chiocce, 

Conne  si  converrebbe  al  tiisto  buco^ 

Io  premtrei  di  mio  concetto  il  suco 

Piij  pienamente ;  ma  perch*  io  non  I^abbo, 

N09  senza  tema  a  dicer  mi  conduco, 

Che  ton  e  impresa  da  pigliare  a  gabbo 

Descrivcr  fondo  a  tutto  V  Universo  !"  Inf.  C.  3a. 

Such  IS  the  fienciPs  savage  dignity ^  when  a  Painter,  like  Fusdi, 
inarches  in  the  footsteps  of  sovereign  poets ; 

"  Negii  ahi  vcstigi    • 
De*  gran  Cantor'  alia  maestra  strada  !**    (Nov.  1800.) 

(m)  The  magnificent  edition  of  Milton  by  Boydell  and  Nicol| 
m'ith  the  designs  of  that  rising  Genius,  Westall.     Musardm 

I)0NA  ! 

(yi)*  Richard  Cumberland,  Esq.  an  anthor  of  various 
talents,  and  of  very  considerable  learning.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  enumerate  his  compositions,  in  particular  his 
dramatic  works,  which  have  received  the  sanction  of  public 
esteem.  In  my  opinion  he  has  done  very  great  servicci  as  a 
writer^  to  the  cause  of  morality  and  of  literature;  but  I  mus^ 
except  hisNovels,  in  which  there  ia  indeed  much  to  blame,  and 
veiy  little  to  commeud. 

He 


J 
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High  from  the  climes  pf  Latium's  happier  dajr* 
The  Muse  on  Roscoe  [pf)  darts  her  noontide  ray  j' 
And  with  each  soft,  each  reconciling  powV, 
Sheds  gleams  of  peace  on  Melmoth's  (j)  closing  hour, 

Lo> 

He  is  the  author  of  a  work  called  **  The  Observer,"  and  from 
the  translations,  in  that  work,  of  the  fragments  of  the  Greek 
comic  writers,  I  believe  all  learned  readers  will  agree,  that  he 
is  the  only  man  in  the  kingdom  (with  whom  we  are  publicly 
acquainted)  equal  to  the  translation  of  Aristophanes*  I  wish 
it  were  to  be  the  amusement  of  his  retired  hours.  I  shall  never 
think  he  has  been  *^  public  too  long;**  but  as  he  has  quitted 
the  stage^  (as  he  has  affirmed  himself,  though  Poets  sometimci 
will  make  faUe  imjiressions^)  such  a  translation  would  be  an 
easy,  yet  an  adequate  and  honourable  employment  for  a  man  of 
unquestionable  genius,  versatility  of  talents,  and  knowledge 
of  the  world,  and  a  consummate  master  of  the  poetical  language 
of  our  best  ancient  dramatic  writers.  Let  us  hope  that 
Aristophanes  may  yet  be  our  own.     (July  1797.) 

(/i/i)  William  Roscoe,  Esq.  the  historian  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici 
called  the  Magnificent.  See  the  P.  of  L.  Dialogue  IIL  at  the 
conclusion. 

iq).  William  Melmoth,  Esq.  a  most  elegant  and  distin« 
guished  writer,  •*  near  half  an  age  with  every  good  man's  praise.** 
His  translation  of  Cicero  and  Pliny  will  speak  for  him,  while 
Rojman  and  English  eloquence  can  be  united.  Mr.'Melmotb  is 
^  happy  example  of  the  mild  influence  of  learning  eh  a  cultf- 
vared  mjnd,  I  mean  of  that  learning  wiiich  is: declared  to  be  the 
Aliment  of  youth,  and  the  delight  and  consolation  of  declining 
years.  Who  would  not  envy  this  ^*  7ortukatb  old  »man** 
\xU  mo»t  finished  cranslatioa  and  coaunent  on  TuJly*s  X^t^  9 

or 
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Lo,  Granta  hails  (what  need  the  Sage  to  name?) 

I^er  lov'd  lapis  on  the  banks  of  Cam ;  (r) 

While 

or  rather,  who  wottld  not  rejoice  in  the  rttined  and  meUowed 
pleasures  of  so  accomplished  a  gentlemani  and  to  liberal  a 
apholarf    (i797-) 

,(r)  I  wish,  fand  every  Etonian  and  every  member  of  the 
tJniversity  of  Cambridge  of  good  character  will  jMn  me  heart 
and  band)  that  this  great,  disinterested,  virtuous,  and  comsvm- 
MATE  Scholar  and  Physician,  now  by  learning  and  religion 
conducted  with  dignity  to  the  close  of  lifci  may  be  known  by 
this  afTectionate  verse  to  all  posterity, 

**  Tbt  lov'd  I A  PIS  on  tbi  hanks  o/Cam.*^ 

Diis  D;tECTE  Sbnex,  te  Jupiter  xquns  oportet 
Nascentem,  et  miti  lustrarit  lumine  Phcebus 
Atlantisquc  nepos  ;  neque  tnim  nisi  ckarus  ab  ortu 
Diis  juferis  fcterit  magnofa*visse  foeta. 
Hiuc  longaeva  viret  lento  sub  flore  Senectus, 
Nonduro  deciduos  servans  tibi  frontis  honores^ 
Jngeniumqui  *vigenSf  it  adultum  mentis  acumenm 
Ergo  ego  TE  Cli&s  et  magni  nomine  Phoebi 
Manse  Pater,  jubso  lonqum  salver e  pes  /evum! 

Milton  ad  Maksvii^ 
I  know  not  what  should  restrain  roe  on  this  occasion.  For  the 
eternal  honour  of  the  University  of  Cambridge^  in  this  onrsgit 
to  the  following  names  which  I  have  selected  with  the  severest 
judgment  of  which  I  am  capable,  Gray,  Hurd»  OcDiVf 
Balgp/y,  and  Bryant,  I  will  add  the  name  of  htr Dilftti 
/ia//i«—Ro>EERT  Glynn  ! 

TiWNTO  HOMINl  F1DVS|  TANTJE  TIRTUTIS  AM-ATOK. 

(Nov.  17974 

I  tn  now  to  record  with  a  deep  and   affectiovate  regret, 
the  depaiture  of  thisgrrnt  maoi  for  auch  be  wa8»  **  Vir  ver^ 

magnusy 
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While  to  the  goal  in  t^eir  sublime  career 
Bryant  and  Burke  (rr)  the  torch  triumphant  bean 

'  Whence 

snagnus,  si  quid  mBgnl  habent  pictas,  probitas,  fides,  sumcna 
cruditio,  par  modestia^  mores  lanctissimi.'*  In  the  midst  ofinjowm 
Athens^  where  he  had  lived  from  youth  to  extreme  age,  uniformljr 
and  consistently,  in  benevolence  and  beneficence,  as  a  scholar^ 
a  well-bred  gentleman,  a  phyficiany  and  a  Christian,  honoured* 
revered,  and  beloved,  there  he  fell.  The  Ministers  of  religioa 
and  the  directors  of  the  public  instruction  have  paid  their 
appropriate  tribute  to  his  memory ;  be  it  mine  to  adapt  and 
insaibe  in  Grecian  simplicity  on  ^this  hombie  but,  aa  I  hopc^ 
enduring  Cenotaph  the'wordsof  the  primal  Historian: 

TeXec/td  m  Siu  XapcTTjooTa^rv)  sweyanro^  nat  fuv  AdmMOi  i^ioi 
(IHTPON  iitvrm  TON  AFAnHTON)  cM^  <Murm  r^f 

Hail  and  FareweH !     (Not.  1800.) 

(rr)  It  is  to  be  wished,  that  these  two  cheat  men  may  nonB 
include  their  political  and  literary  labours.  **  Finem  dignom  et 
Optimo  viro  et  opere  sanctissimo  faciant  !'*  (^)     (1797*) 

Since  writing  the  above,  when  I  heard  of  the  death  of  that 

vwEoyALLED  man,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Edmund  Burkb,(0  I  could 

only  say  to  my  friend, 

H  putXoc 


♦  Herodot.  L.  i.  Sect.  30.      (*)  Quintil.  Db.  la.  Cap.  11. 

{c)  July  1797.— Sec  Mr,  Burke's  character,  in  '*  The  Imperial 

Epistle  from  Kien  Long,  Emperor  of  China,  to  George  the  Third 

of  Great   Britain,"   v.  117.   page  19.  F.dit.  8yo.      As   far   as 

depends  upon  me,  the  words  of  Pindar  shall  be  verified  on  this 

HOST  iLLVsTuxovB  flian : 

T*f 
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Whence  is  that  groan  ?  no  more  Britannia  ^eeps^ 

■ 

But  o*er  her  lost  Musaeus  (j)  bends  and  weeps-   660 

Lo, 

KziTzt  nHAEIAHS ! 

finch  u*as  myveneracion  for  this  Great  Man,  when  livings 
such  is  the  depth  of  my  homage,  and  the  secret  afRiction  of  mj 
Spirit  at  his  departure.  It  appears  to  me  expedient  and  grateful, 
that  we  should  all  remember  and  revere  thb  man  to  whose 
frintary  exertions  (it  cannot  be  repeated  too  frequently)  we  pnfgf* 
mslly  owe  the  public  sense  of  the  moral,  political^  and  religious 
danger  of  England  from  the  grand  Cabal,  grounded  and  rooted 
in  France,  and  branching  out  and  overshadowing  all  Europe. 
We  cannot  indeed,  without  much  reflection,  understand  iYit  full 
aature  and  extent  of  the  public  obligation  to  Mr.  Burke. 

I  would  not  vindicate  any  man  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave; 
much  less  a  politician  and  a  statesman.  The  very  region  of  Poli- 
tics is  baneful ;  for  it  is  too  frequently,  **  the  soil  the  Vices  like." 
Every  Statesman,  in  or  out  of  power,  knows  his  own  meanness, 
the  turbulence  of  his  passions,  the  rattles  of  office,  the  irritation 
of  opponents,    the  jealousy  of   rank,  and  the  impatience  of 

consorted  power. 

AH 

Xov  /t46v  «Tg  OavovT*  AoiJa* 

EXlTTOVT**    a>\^    0* 
TliXfX    TS    TTVpaV    TflS^OV 

&*  KXixawixt  vapOtvfH 

£(rraev,  etti  Bprtvov  re  «roXi/^/xoy  c%EtA0ey»     £So^f 

Ap»  S*  A&xvarois 

£<rXoy  76  <Panr»  xai  (pSipcEvov  v(a,w$s  ®say  itiofd^i* 

Find.  Isth.  O.  S« 


f 

1 

I 
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Lo,  every  Grecian,  every  British  Muse 
Scatter  the  recent  flowers,  and  gracious  dews, 
Where  Mason  lies  ;  he  sure  their  influence  felt, 
And  in  bis  breast  each  soft  affection  dwelt. 
That  love  and  friendship  know  ;  each  sister  art. 
With  all  that  Colours,  and  that  Sounds  impart. 
All  that  the  sylvan  theatre  can  grace. 
Ail  in  the  soul  of  Mason  **  found  their  place  !'* 
Low  sinks  the  laurellM  head  ;  in  Mona*s  land 
I  see  them  pass,  'tis  Mador's  drooping  band,      670 
To  harps  of  woe  in  holiest  obsequies, 

**  In  yonder  grave  ^  they  chant,  our  Druid  //Vj/" 

He 


All  this  is  true:  but  still,  when  I  have  revolved  the  various 
labours  of  Edmund  Burke,  and  the  cause  he  has  main- 
tained, (as  it  generally  regards  government,  religion,  and 
society,  not  the  details  of  the  war  and  it*s  conduct)  I  say,  with  this 
allowance  for  the  feverous  frailty  of  the  passions,  and  the  taint 
of  mortality  in  all  our  best  actions,  I  would  record  in  lasting 
characters,  and  in  our  holiest  and  most  honourable  temple,  the 
(departed  Orator  of  England,  the  Statesman,  and  the  Christian, 
Edmund  Burke!      ^'  Remuneratio    ejus  Cum   Altissimo!*' 

(1797-) 

(x)  The  Rev.  William  Mason,  M.  A.  author  of  Elfrida, 
Caractacus,  Musaeus  a  Mongdy  on  Mr.  Pope,  The  English 
CiU'dcDi  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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tii  (ss)  too,  whom  Indus  and  the  Ganged  moOrd^ 
The  glory  of  their  banks,  from  Isis  torn, 
In  learning's  strength  is  fled,  in  judgment's  prime^ 
In  science  temp'rate,  various,  and  sublime. 
To  him  familiar  every  legal  doom 
The  courts  of  Athens,  or  the  halls  of  Rome, 
Or  Hindoo  Vcdas  taught  j  for  him  the  Muse 
Distiird  from  every  flowV  Hyblsean  dews  ;         680 
Firm,  when  exalted ;  in  demeanour  grave; 
Mercy  and  truth  were  his,  he  lov*d  to  save* 
His  mind  collected  ;  at  opinion's  shock   - 
Jones  stood  unmov'd,  and  from  the  Christian  rock, 
Coelestial  brightness  beaming  on  his  breast. 
He  saw  the  star,  and  worshipped  in  the  East* 


TAou  tooy  OcTAvius,  that  dread  hour  must  feel, 
Nor  eloquence,  nor  wit,  nor  patriot  zeal. 
Nor  piety  sincere  without  the  show. 
Nor  every  grace  Pierian  pow'rs  bestow  -    690 

From 

{ss)  Sir  William  Jones.    One  of  the  Judges   of  the 
•Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Bengal,  8cc.  &c.  kc^  &c« 
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From  purci  Ilyssus,  and  the  Latian  shore. 
What  Swift,  or  great  Erasmus  felt  before. 
May  save  thee ! — yet,  yet  long,  so  friendship  calls. 
May  guardian  angels  hover  round  the  walls. 
Where  love  and  virtue  fix  thfeir  blest  abode. 
Friend  of  thy  country,  servant  of  thy  God !  {s) 

OcTAvitJS  yes,  it  is,  it  shall  be  mine. 
With  praise  appropriate  {i)  still  to  grace  my  line ; 

To 


(s)  In  this  political  and  depressing  period,  it  is  some  comfort 
to  divert  the  attention  for  a  moment  to  such  characters  of 
iiterary  and  poetical  excellence  as  The  Rev.  William  Maton» 
and  Sir  William  Jones;  and*to  be  able  to  add  m^  own  Octavius. 
OcTAvius  OPTiMUSy  are  the  legitimate  words  of  Horace. 

With  an  allowance  for  the  partiality  of  friendship,  (and  who 
that  ever  felt  snch  an  affection  will  refuse  to  grant  ic  ?)  and  with 
sorrow  that  now  he  must  neither  be  undtrsioodnor  named,  I  assert 
with  truth,  that  Octavius  is  formed  to  move  among  thd 
highest  and  the  foremost  in  the  State*  though  contented  and 
submitting  to  act  in  a  station,  certainly  not  without  honour,  yet 
inadecjuate  to  his  faculties,     "  Exornei  *rtatii  nostra  gieriam  P^ 

0791') 

(i)  It  is  pleasing  and  satisfactory  to  think,  that  all  the  books 
which  are  absolutely  required  to  strengthen,  exslr,  purify,  and 
inform    the  understanding,   and  consequently  to  correct  and 

F  f  enlarge 
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To  mark  where  Genius  soars,  beyond  control. 

With 

enlarge  the  aflfectlons  and  the  heart,  are  of  easy  access  and  of 
easy  price.  With  the  luxury  of  leamiog  and  the  modern 
elegance  of  types  and  paper,  I  have  nothing  to  do,  bat  earmstly 
to  deprecate  all  neediest  extranfagance^  and  hriUiant  filly  im  new 
pubiUationt,  if  they  are  designed  to  be  of  service  to  the  world, 
and  CO  be  purchased. 

The  august  and  sublime  monuments  of  religion  and  of  genius 
may  be  adorned  without  blame,  or  rather  with  great  commenda- 
tion.    When  the  Bible»  Shakspeare,  and  Milton  appear  in  all 
the  splendour  of  typographic  art,  and  the  magnificence  of  deco* 
ration  from  the  pencil,  who  does  not  feel  a  secret  pride  in  the 
honour  reflected  on    the  discerning  liberality  of  hit  country? 
Such   books  may   be  considered  as  typographical   pictures  of 
eminent  artists.     Pictures  however,  are  not  necessary  for  the  clo- 
set of  a  student ;  but  they  are  dcbigned  to  adorn  the  museums  of 
a  nation  or  an  univeiisity,  and  to  dignify  the  repositories  of  the 
opulent  and  patrician  literati.     Atticus  is  magnificent  in  such 
patronage,  though  Rutilus  may  incur  some  censure.     This  is  a 
noble  and  laudable  use  of  the  superfluity  of  wealth ;  and  it  is  also 
political  in  the  highest   degree.     In  times   like  these  men  of 
talents  and  genius,  when  unemployed  and  let  loose  upon  the 
^'orld,  become  too  frequently  the  pests  of  society,  and  the  canker 
worms  of  the  community. 

It  is  indeed  high  time  to  awake  out  of  sleep,  and  to  discern  the 
(>eculiar  use  of  every  blessing.  In  all  our  actions  we  should 
have  a  view  to  the  stability  of  society,  and  of  well-regulated 
government.  It  becomes  us  all  to  observe  and  separate  the 
essential  and  unvarying  laws  of  order  from  the  principles  of 
confusion,  and  the  dictates  of  sound  sense  from  the  wildness 
of  ungoverned   fancy,    and  of  presumptuoos  intellect,     f^ 

najr 
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With  Mantuan  judgment  and  the  Theban  soul ; 
Correct,  majestic,  copious,  full,  and  strong,       70 1 
In  arts,  in  arms,  in  eloquence,  or  song ; 
Still  proud  to  vindicate  unseen,  unknown^ 
The  State,  the  Laws,  the  Altar,  and  the  Throne. 

OCTAVIUS. 

tnay  the  grand  end  and  aim  at  last  be  effected ;  and  we  may,  by 
choice  and  conviction,  turn  from  Ij^hg  'vanities  to  the  spirit  of 
truth  and  of  life*     (1797) 

(e)  The  advice  of  Octavius  is  good,  bat  not  applicable  to  a 
tDan  so  insignificant  as  his  friend..  But  to  men  of  knowledge 
and  of  ability  iii  every  department  of  life  it  is  of  deep 
importance.  I  lament  and  am  indignant,  when  I  think  of  such 
a  scholar  as  Dr.  Parr,  and  the  waste  of  eradition  and  talents. 
Let  him  stand   for  a  genus.  ^ 

**  Knowledge  alone  is  not  oar  proper  happiness  :  men  of  deep 
research  and  of  curious  enquiry  should  jnst  be  put  in  mind,  not 
to  mistnke  lubat  tbty  art  doing.  **  But  we  may  all  remember,  that 
as  the  love^  of  letters  may  make  as  unsociable,  so  the  love  of 
society  may  make  us  illiterate. 

The  want  of  discretion  and  prudence  has  ruined  ftiore  tncti 
of  learning  and  genius  than  the  time  would  allow  me  td 
mention.  Without  this  sobriety  of  intellect  nothing  is  strong, 
nothing  is  greats  Without  this  prudence,  without  this  discern- 
ment of  time  and  circumstance,  and  the  bahii  of  regularity^ 
without  an  atteisfion  to  the  decencies  of  society  and  of  common 
life,  and  of  the  principles  by  which  all  men,  however  gifted, 
must  indiscriminately  be  conducted,  all  our  attainments  are 
nothing  worth  :  thcV  will  never  procure  us  esteem  or  respecta* 
bilit/  among  men.    The  world  will  but  smile  at  such  scholars; 

F  f  a  and 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Here  close  the  strain ;  and  o*cr  your  studious  hour 

May 

and  ministers/ when  called  upon  to  promote  ihcm^  will  tell  jou 
not  without  reason,  "  they  are  not  product  hie. ^*  * 

Let  me  give  two  passages  on  this  subject,  one  from  Miiton, 

the  other  from  Dr.  Johnson^  vaiioq^ly  applicable  and  of  deepest 

consequence. 

**  He  who  reads 

Incessantlyi  and  to  his  reading  brings  not 

A  spirit  and  judgment  equal  or  superior, 

Uncertain  and  unsettled  still  remains. 

Deep  versed  in  books,  and  shallow  in  himself 
Crude  or  intoxicate^  collecting  toys* 

As  childffen  gathering  pebbles  on  the  shore. ** 

P.  R.  b«4.  V.  322r 
To  men  of  genius  (as  at  least  they  arc  called)  Dr.  Johnson 
gave  this  solemn  admonition :  ^  Thb  relation  (of  the  Kfe  of 
'*  Savage)  will  not  be  wholly  without  it's'use,  if  those  who,  in 
**  confidence  of  superior  capacities  or  attainmenti,  ditrtg^rei  tk 
*'  common  maxims  of  life ^  shall  be  reminded  that  uotbtHgnmU  smf^ 
**  the  want  of  prtuiinciy  and  that  negligence  and  irregularity^ 
'*  long  continued,  will  make  knenuUdgs  uselas^  nvii  riMcultMSt 
•*  and  genius  contemptible.*^ 

'*  Deign  on  the  passing  world  to  cast  thine  eyes, 
**  And  pause  awhile  from  letters^  to  be  wise." 


*  The  words  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  on  such  an  occasioog 
when  he  was  Prime  Minister  in  George  the  Second's  rergir* 
They  were  spoken. of  A  MAN,  whose  genius,  talents,  eloquence 
and  erudition  honoured  and  supported  the  Charch  of  England* 
And  hi  'was  not  promoted* 
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May  truth  preside,  and  virtue's  holiest  powV, 

From 


(/)  No  factions  ever  proceeded  /•  mttimpt  a  rbyolvtioit 
MM  mm^f  country^  but  first  under  the  pretence  and  through  the 
Medium  of  a  Reform.  We  hive  "been  told  with  effrontery 
and  with  falshood,  that  the  Constitution  of  England  exists  only 
in  the  imagination  ;  ^yet  we  may  read  the  Bill  of  Rights.  The 
fact  is  this.  Modern  framers  of  political  constitutions  will 
never  be  satisfied,  till  they  are  laid  down  like  the  elements  of 
mathematics  in  the  manner  of  Euclid.  Definitions,  axioms^ 
postulates,  primary  propositions,  and  subsequent  propositions, 
built  upon  and  proved  by  the  preceding,  with  corollaries  and 
deductions. 

One  strange '  writer,  (perhaps  it  is  the  first  time  the  reader 
ever  heard  of  him)  says,  *^  a  Constitution  mast  be  produced 
#»//>/,  and  at  the  same  timt :  it  must  be  simple  in  it's  construction, 
and  PBRFBCT  in  all  it*j  parts.**  *  I  had  fondly  thought  that 
Lord  Bacon  had  distinguished  the  works  of  nature  from  those  of 
art,  in  that  masterly  and  memorable  sentence,  **  Natura  omnium 
partium  r^idimenta  simul  parit  et  procreat.*'t  I  suppose  a 
political  Constitution  is  the  work  of  human  art.  Indeed  if  Mr, 
Malkin  were  describing  a  fir/ect  poem,  epic  or  tragic,  he  could 
not  have  expressed  himself  more  critically. 

Thus  it  is,  that  9wr  present  theoretical  writers  sport  with  maa 
and  his  passions.     They  certainly  consider  us  all  as  passive 

F  f  3  machines. 


f  Malkin's  Essays  on  Civilization,  8vo.  (i795)pfiai* 

t  Bacon  de  Augm.  ScienL 
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From  •  4hat.  bright  source,    whence  bliss   celestial 
•    springs, 

Rising 

nachines,  and  tbey  apply  thiir  la*ws^  with  as  much  cool  indif- 
ference  to  their  fe'Iow-creaturesy  and  with  as  little  feeltng,  u 
they  would  uppij  the  axf,  or  anv  mechanical  instrumeot,  to  lop 
a  tree  ortoiaiisea  weighc.  Their  systems  uniformly  procee4 
on  this  principle';  they  never  '  ary,  and  qnercy  is  not  io  all  their 
thoughti.  There  is  no  allo^^aace  for  human  frailty,  no  revision 
of  judgment;  man  has  off'nded,  and  he  must  die  the  death. 
Gnossius  haec  Rhadamaiithos  haNer  durissima  regna.  U^^ 
have  ail  seen  and  felt,  vjhat  the  revoluMonary  principle  is, 

*'  In  {a)  the  present  state  of  civil  society,  and  of  political  order 
so  wisely  established,  so  vigorously  maintained,  and  so  honourably 
recommended  in  this  still  fijurishing,  opulent,  and  powerfiil 
kingdom,  it  is  difficult  to  restrain  the  emotion  of  the  breait, 
and  the  indignation  of  the  understanding  at  the  nc^Hous  and 
desolating  principles  of  modern  philosophy  and  political 
theories.  The  arms,  the  instraments,  and  the  agents  are  before 
us,  and  are  now  fully  understood.  It  was  the  strong  language 
of  Cicero ;  '*  Demonstro  vitia ;  tollite :  denuncio  vim,  arms,* 
•*  removete."  (J?)  We  would  recover  the  health  which  is  gone, 
and  the  soundness  which  is  lost.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  they  may 
both  be  recovered ;  but  we  must  all  strive^  in  our  several  capa^ 

citirS| 

— —  * r^ 

{a)  •*  In  the  &c."     This  passage  to  page  45^9  at  the  corres* 

ponding  mark  *\  is  taken  from  a  Note  in  the  Poem  called  *^  The 
Shade  of  Pope  ;''  to  bring  my  sentiments  00  tbi$  gr^t  subject 
into  one  point  of  view  before  the  reader. 

{If)  Cic.  Philipp.  I.  Sect.  iq. 
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Rising  serene  with  healing  in  their  wings  ! 

Still 

cities,  to  direct  the  vessel  of  the  public  mind,  and  of  tbe  national 
understanding,  in  a  straight  and  undevlating  coorse ;  or,  as  it 
is  wel!  expressed   in  one  of  the  Orphic   fragments  preserved  b/ 

Clemens,  {c)   ISuvety  KpaSiriq  yospov  jo/to?. 

In  the  sublime  but  often  fanciful  theology,  or  as  I  would  rather 
term  it,  the  Thonomy^  cxhihiied  in  the  Timseus  of  Plato,  and  more 
fuVy  in  the  commentary  of  ProcTus.  his  animated  rival,  we  read  of 
the  Kyxoa-fMioi  ©€oi,  or  superintending  mundane  deities.  I  would 
not  insist  upon  the  imaginary  visions  of  any  man,  however  great; 
but  in  the  way  oi  adaptation ^thty  have  often  a  force  and  analogy, 
which  is  neither  unpleasing  nor  unfruicfuL  I  am  sure  the  pre- 
sent modern  philosophical  writers,  such  as  Condorcet  and  his 
mongrel  disciples  in  England,  Goilwin  and  others,  have  no 
pretensions  to  the  reverence  of  mankind,  as  mundane  deitiet. 
Their  aim  is  not  to  exalt  the  soul  of  man,  but  to  d;rpress  and 
degrade  it  to  the  breast,  or  in  Sr  Thomas  More's  indignant 
language,  **  ad  pecuini  corpusculi  vilitatem.''  {d) 

It  is  remarkable  that  Sir  Thomas  More,  In  his  Republic  of 
Utopia,  declared  that  a  person  who  entertained  and  professed 
such  sentiments  as  the  modern  philosophy  holds  forth  and 
inculcates,  was  not  worthy  to  be  numbered  among  rational  men, 
much  le&s  to  be  enrolled  among  the  Citizens.  His  reason  was 
this  I  that  a  contempt  of  all  laws  and  of  all  institutions  was  a 
necessary  consequence  of  such  opinions,  when  uncontrolled. 
His    words   are  remarkable:    '<  ilium   ne  hominum   quidem 

F  f  4  ducunt 

(c)  Clement.  Alexandrin.  L.  5.  p.  443%  Ed.  Lugd.Bat.  i6;6, 
{^d)  Mori  Utopia,  L.  2. 
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Still  be  your  knowledge  temperate  and  {e)  discreet^ 

Though 

ducunt  numerOy  tautum  ahest  ut  intir  Cives  p^uant^  qnoram 
insdtuta  moresque,  si  fir  metum  liceai^  omnes  fioccifactaros  sit.'** 
Now  we  have  lived  to  see,  thaty^^ir  has  not  restrained  such  Citi* 
Kens  as  Mr.  Godwin  and  others ;  and  they  have  accordingly 
vilified,  set  at  nought,  and  held  out  to  contempt  the  laws,  the 
religioDy  the  manners,  and  the  institutions  of  their  coaotryf 
which  defends  and  protects  them,  in  conformity  to  the  opinion 
of  Sir  Thomas  More.  Such  Citizens  maintain  the  doctrines  of 
dissolution,  not  of  compact;  and  wa  see  the  frame  and  body 
of  Society  dropping  into  pieces  member  after  member,  when  the 
principle  of  continuity  is  withdrawn.  ^^  Nigidiom  vidi; 
Cratippum  cognovi/'f 

Men  of  the  greate&t  minds  and  of  the  widest  ictellectoal  view 
have,   perhaps  too  frequently,  indulged  themselves  in  forming 
Utopian  Republics,  and  have  often  unadvisedly  dwelt  too  much 
upon  the  unavoidable  evils  of  Society.     Such  pore  spirits  are 
naturally  offended  with  tvtry  species  of  evil.     But  when  such 
men,  as  Sir  Thomas  More,  suffer  their  minds  to  be  asoMSid  (I 
fear  it  is  but  an  amusement  at  best)  with  speculative  or  imaginaiy 
political  excellence,  or  rather  with  the  dreams  of  perfection,  how 
different  are  their/r/ifr/^/rj,  and  the  result  of  their  thoughts,  from 
those  of  sciolists  and  sophists.     We  all  regret  the  loss  of  that 
Republic,  which  the  genius  of  Cicero  had  constructed.    There 
are  indeed  a  few  noble  fragments  of  the  building,  preserved  by 
Lactantius,  Macrobius,  and  Augustine  ;  though  the  plan  of  the 
entire  edifice  by  the  hand  of  that  consummate  practical  States- 
man  and  experienced  Philosopher,  cannot  be  traced  from  tbe 

remains. 

f 

*  Mori  Utopia,  Lib.  2,  p.  234.   £d.  Glasg.  1750. 
f  Cicero  in  Timaeo,  Fragm.  de  Unif  ersitate,  Sect.  !• 
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Though  not  as  Jones  sublime,  as  Bryant  great ;  710 

With 

remains;    I  believe  he  would  have  corrected  many  of  theerrori 
of  Plato. 

But  it  is  not  without  it's  use  to  compare,  (if  we  have  leisure, 
Und  as  far  as  we  may  compare  them)  the  work  of  the  sublimesc 
Heathen  Philosopher  with  that  of  the  Christian  Statesman  Sir 
Thomas  More.  I  speak  upon  the  whole;  for  I  am  sensible 
of  their  errors,  particularly  in  the  Athenian;  yet  when  we 
think  of  Plato,  we  must  not  forget  the  state  of  the  Heathen 
world  antecedent  to  Christianity,  Bat  nevertheless,  these 
great  men  proceeded  upon  the  true  dignity  of  the  human 
inind,  when  yndebased  by  vice ;  and  bottomed  their  opinions 
upon  the  most  solid  science.  Their  views  were  large,  com- 
prehensive, connected ;  they  knew  the  nature  and  the  state 
of  man  ;  and  they  saw  what  It  would  admit,  and  what  it  would 
not  bear.  When  they  proposed  some  amendment,  or  some 
institution  which  did  not  thin  exist,  it  was  in  the  way  of 
suggestion,  and  not  of  dogmatical  imposition.  They  never 
moved  through  the  state,  with  the  sword  and  the  scythe  in  their 
hands.  What  they  saw,  was  with  the  eye  of  a  well-instructed 
mind,  long  prepared  by  study  and  exercised  in  discernment. 

The£e  persons,  in  their  generations,  were  indeed  among  the 
superintending  mundane  deities  of  their  country.  Not  so  the 
modern  Directors  of  human  affairs ;  though  they  aspire  to  be 
thought,  and  to  act,  as  the  gods  of  this  nether  world.  They 
would  sit  with  the  thunderbolt  in  their  hands,  and  the  storms 
under  their  feet;  yet  even  Mythology  condemns  them,  and 
points  to  her  Salmoneus.  But  we  stand  not  on  the  ground  of 
fable:  for  what  is  the  most  extended  and  the  most  desolating  power 
oi  tyrant  and  of  rampant  wickedness  om  the  earth,  for  a  few 

daya 
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With  htrmble  step  explore  the  dubious  way, 

TiU 

days  or  a  few  years,  before  Him  ^^  who  {for  bis  own  inscrutable 
**  purposes)  puttech  down  and  settcth  up,  and  alone  kulkth 
**  in  the  kingdoms  of  men  !'* 

.  The  cousideration  of  these  nu>dern  philosophers  oflfers  also 
the  strongest  argument  for  the  vigorous  and  unremitting  pro- 
lecution  of  wfii  directed  study,  in  ail  the  pulilic  seats  of  educscion 
10  these  kingdoms.  Plato  decUred,  that  one  of  the  causes  of 
atheism  is,  ^*  a  certain  ignorance  very  grievous,  which 
notwithstanding  has  the  appearance  of  the  greatest  wisdom."  (d) 
This  apparent  wisdom  must  he  combated  and  oyerthrown 
by  reason  and  erudition  ;  the  fallacy  must  be  pointed  out,  and 
the  effect  and  end,  when  perfected}  «hewa  to  be  P£atii  moral^ 
mental,  and  political. 

These  modern philosoJ:hers  and  politicians,  sometimes  tell  us  sneer- 
ing, and  in  scorn,thatthecodeofChrisiiansisthecodeofr^j/r/^: 
and  they  have  attempted  to  shew  this  more  than  once.  But  surely 
we  may  ^sk  ;  What  is  the  nature  of  the  equality  held  forth  in 
the  Christian  Scriptures?  Is  it  not  the  equality  of  the  creatures 
before  the  Crbator?  the  equality  of  men  before  God,  and 
rot  before  each  other }  They  every  where  speak  of  the  political 
distinctions  and  ranks  in  society.  They  ordaiu  tribute  to  be 
paid  to  whom  tribute  is  due  ;  custom  to  whom  custom,  honour 
to  whom  honour;  and  they  describe  all  laix/ul  power,  as 
derived  from  God.  The  great  Founder  of  it  himself  acknow- 
ledged the  image  and  superscription  of  Caesar  :  his  Apostles  de** 
dared  the  gradations  of  power,  delegated  by  authority  ;  and  they 

inculatc 
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Till  Reason's  beams  dissolve  in  perfect  day. 

Prepared 

inculcate  submission  to  the  ordinances  of  man^  for  the  Lord*! 
sake;  to  the  King,  as  Supreme;  to  Governors  and  Magistrates, 
as  unto  them  who  are  sent  hy  him.  Is  this  the  political  equality 
of  the  boasted  deliverers  or  oppressors  of  the  world?  How 
long  shall  wtsuferXht  tyrant,  the  blasphemer^  the  disorganizing 
Sophist,  to  triumph  and  to  dteeive  us  ? 

-  When  indeed  the  modern  systems  are  delineated,  and  the 
chart  of  the  opinions  and  doctrines  laid  oat  in  departments,  I 
would  again  ask,  What  is  the  Picture?  What  are  the  objects? 
Are  the  things  recommended  and  enforced,  either  true,  or 
honest,  or  just,  or  pure,  or  lovely,  or  of  good  report?  Is  there 
any  thing  to  be  found  and  felt,  but  insolent  domination, 
san^inary  and  unrelenting  ordinances,  and  the  tyrannical 
suppression  and  overthrow  of  every  existing  institution? 
Throughout  the  whole  of  thtir  systems.  Is  there  any  virtue, 
or  any  praise,  or  any  inotive,  which  the  good  can  approve,  and 
the  wise  ratify?" 

In  this  present  time  we  must  never  for  a  moment  forget,  that 
THE  OBJECT  OF  FtANCE, /rd/w  her  first  Revolution^  has  BKbK 
AND    IS    TO    CHAN6B     THB    GoVERNMBNT     IN     EVERY    StaT£ 

III  Europe,  and  in  every  other  /tart  of  the  woi Id  which  she  can 
tervade^  or  influence. 

Wide  o*er  the  trembling  nations  from  afar. 
See  Gallia  breathes  the  living  cloud  of  war ; 
And  where  the  deluge  bunts  with  sweepy  sway, 
Their  arms,  their  kings,  th^irgods  are  roll'd  auay! 

Look  in  Germany,  in  Belgium,  in  Italy,  in  Switzerland,  in 
Spain,  in  Egypt,  in  the  isles  of  the  Eastern  or  of  the  Western 
/Archipelago;  cast  your  view,  broad  and  unrestrained,  from  the 

4ominioas 
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Prcpar*d  to  prove  (/)  in  Senate,  or  the  Hall, 

That 

.  dominions  of  the  Forte  to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  or  tbe 
Missibippiy  not  a  state,  not  a  fortress,  not  a  work,  not  a  fragment 
of  nature  or  of  art,  not  a  cliff*,  not  a  torrent,  not  a  precipice^ 
but  has  felt  the  shock  and  impulse  of  revolutionary  terror*! 
Ahy$sus  abyssum  invocat  I  One  deep  has  called  upon  anotber, 
the  winds  have  blown  the  fignal  of  encounter,  and  the  cataracts 
are  roaring  and  conflicting;  or  in  the  resounding  language  of 
the  poet  of  Panopolis,  * 

K 

I  must  claim  excuse  and  indulgence  for  my  expressions,  it 
indeed  it  can  be  required  at  an  hour  like  the  present.  Mj 
mind  is  either  borne  down,  or  hurried  away  with  the  terrors  of 
impending  desolation,  the  overthrow,  or  the  confusion  of  fixed, 
regulated,  established  government.  My  sensations  are  solitary } 
but  they  are  deep.     Tvjv  yl^v^nv  t^^  iispy(^eTai  Pofc^aiae, 

I  have  indeed  tbe  consolation  of  affectionate  and  boaoarabla 
friendship,  and  I  am  not  without  the  approval  of  a  few  who 
are  wise  and  good ;  but  I  cannot  say,  that  *^  in  B»y  life  time 
I  have  had  too  much  of  noise  and  complimcnt.f  I  have 
f  isen  in  silence ;  and  in  peace  and  privacy  it  is  my  desire  to  seti^ 

and 


*  NonnusDionys.  Lib.  41.  v«  84.  p.  1059.  Edit.Hanov.  i6ia 

t  An  expression  in  the  affecting  Will  of  theRt.  H.  Edmund 
Burke.  What  declaration,  what  testimony,  what  experience 
will  convince  us  of  the  ^*  Vera  bona^  atque  illis  aiultum  diveisai 
remota  erroris  nebula  V* 
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That  states  by  learning  rise,  by  learning  fall  i 

-' 

Sereno 

and  lo  depart.  But  can  any  of  us  see  what  we  have  sem, 
and  not  labour  to  avert  it  from  our  own  country  ?  If  I' 
could  conceive  a  man  of  less  political  significance  than 
myself,  (not  from  my  endeavours,  but  from  my  situation,)  I 
would  call  even  on  him  for  assistance.  But  I  would  also  add 
still  more  fervently,  that  if  all  and  each  of  us,  who  /eei  tlte 
time,  and  the  power  of  these  days  of  darkness  and  of  desolating 
tyranny,  can  be  persuaded  in  the  spirit  of  seriousness  and  of 
temperate  national  piety,  **to  offer  up  prayers  and  supplications^ 
with  strong  cries  unto  Him,  who  is  yet  able  to  save  us 
FROM  DEATH  ;'*  who  kuows,  but  that  **  We  may  yet  be 
heard,  in  that  we  have  feared  ?" 

7X/  oijrcty  the  undiverted  object  of  France  is  the  ovERTHRnw 
OF  England!  Nos  Nostraque,  the  form  of  our  govei-nmtni^ 
the  fundamental  lazvs^  and  the  princijiles  by  which  firo/terty  is  acknouo'' 
Jedged,  and  stcvutD.  These  have' been  attacked  by  assaul^ 
by  storm,  by  breach,  by  sedition,  by  the  arms  of  ribaldry,  o€ 
obscenity,  of  blasphemy.  At  one  time  they  open  upon  us  the 
floodgates  of  treason  and  madness,  at  another  they  sap  the 
foundation  by  a  circuitous  stream  winding  and  working 
unperccived.  We  appeal  to  facts  and  actions,  not  to  promises  / 
and  declarations.  They  know  that, a  Revolution  can  alone  be 
effected  by  the  process,  intrigues,  and  Qzhd\soi political  Reformen^ 
there  is  no  other  mode.     I  speak  not  of  conquest  by  war. 

A  State  may  prove  bankrupt  ;   but  I  would  inculcate  one. 
truth  with  peculiar  earnestness,  namely  that^  a  revolution  is 

NOT    THh  NECESSARY  CONSEQ^^ENCE  OF  BANKRUPTCY.    1  VJCW 

with  fear  the  finances  of  Great  Bticaio,  but  not  wichouc  a 

rational 
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Serene,  not  senseless,  through  the  awful  stordl, 

In 

rational  hope  of  final,  though  tardy  restoration.  *     The  pro- 
posal of   Reform   is    my  specific    apprehension.       I  woolcf 

strenuously 

*  In  the  year  1740,  Lord  ^olingbroke  wrote  to  Sir  W, 
WynJham  on  the  state  of  public  affairs,  during  ike  Seasstm 
from  Parliament. 

"  The  British  Constitution  of  Government  is  at  a  gheat 
CRISIS,  ivhicb  must  turn  either  to  life  or  death.     The  disease  can- 
not be  long  borne.     God  knows  whether  the  remedies  can." 
Coxe's   Memoirs   of    Sir  Robert  Walpole.     Correspondence, 
vol.  3.  p.  ;;5i.     Fifty   eight  years  have  passed  since  this  ifas 
wrir:en.     The  state  of  the  National  Debt  at  that  period,  and 
the  danger  of  Jacchitismj  inay  be  compared  with  the  barthen 
of  the  present  time,  and   the   horrors  of  French  Jacdimm, 
The  present  Seceders  from  Parliament  will  do  well  to  consider 
their  predecessors  in  this  ridiculous,  or  rather  wicked,  scheme. 
Bolingbroke,  in  a  subsequent  letter  to  Sir  W.  Wyndham,  says; 
^^  The  Jacobite  party  in  Britain  is  an  un-organi%ed  \uvti^  oi  mrt 
**  matter,  without  a  principle  of  life  or  action  \\\  it,  capable  of 
•'  mobility  pcrhap«j,  but  more  capable  of  divisibility^  and  utterly 
'•  void  of  s/icntuneous  motiony  • 

If  it  were  possible  to  describe  a  party  by  it's  opposite 
qualities,  how  rnrinus  and  fearful  is  it  (o  contrast  the  Jacobite 
Party  with  the  modern  French  Jacobin  Factionin  Great  Briliin. 

Whatever  be  it's  size  or  dimension^  it  is  nothing  but  §r£em* 
zation^  quick  matter,  hfe  nr.i  actim^  irtmobility  in  Jiriwci/ile^  f^4 
spontaneous  motion^  one  and  "divisible. 

Sic  finii«  C  ^c:i  n  ''tis  cfTfcra  ;   ncc  quid  inausum 
Aut  intiacrauini    •'•'erisvc  cioiivcl 

*  Cox.  j  ]Mcmjlis.  Vol,  3.  p.  555. 
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In  principle  sedate^  to  shui)  Reform  j 


To 


Strenuously  resist  all  the  proposers  of  Reform ;  Mr,  Pitt 
formerly,  and  Mr. "Grey  at  present.  I  confess  I  never  could 
understand  the  great  Lord  Chatham's  celebrated  expression  of 
•*  infusing  a  portion  of  new  health  into  the  constitution,  to 
enahle  it  to  bear  it*s  infirmities.*^  Junius  (id  his  very  last 
letter)  calls  it  *'  brilliant  and  full  of  intrinsic  wisdom."  For 
my  own  part,  I  think  it  is  but  false  glitter,  and  fall  of  intrinsic 
nonsense,  when  applied  poiitically.  It  is  the  mere  rage  of 
metaphor :  it  is  to  call  the  mind  a'  sheet  of  white  paper,  till 
at  last  we  are  brought  to  think  the  resemblance  to  be  the  verf 
tiling  signified.  The  use  of  metaphor  is  to  illiTstrate,  not  to 
prove. 

Government,  take  it  in  any  of  it^s  complex  forms,  caa 
be  carried  on  but  in  three  ways:  by  unsullied  principle  and 
undeviating  virtue  in  the  Governors,  and  perhaps  in  the 
people ;  by  force  and  terror  ;  or  by  mitigated  law  and'  infiu* 
©nee.  Who  does  dot  wish  for  the  first  ?  Who  expects  to  see 
it  ?  In  states  highly  civilized,  the  mixed  mode  of  law  and 
influence  on  the  minds  of  free  agents  appears  to  me  the  only 
mode  in  which  tranquillity,  security,  and  general  happiness 
can  be  tolerably  preserved,  with  the  allowance  of  human  frailty. 
I  detest  corruption,  open  or  secret,  as  much  as  any  man.  But 
when  I  see  an  assembly  formed  on  any  principles  however 
sublime,  or  deep,  or  disinterested,  I  remember  it  is  formed  of 
men.  Menander  said  long  ago ;  AvO^aryo; !  IxaviQ  Tpofz^if* 
It  is  man  ;  his  name  explains  the  rest. 

I  never  will  consent  to  think,  that  Government  is  a  matter 
of  perpetual  experiment.  I  would  graft  new  regulations  upon 
the  old  principles  by  a  very  gradual  removal  of  i^hat  is  absurd, 

pbsoletfi 
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To  mark  man's  intellect,  it's  strength  and  bound. 

Nor 

obsolete,  uselessyOr  is  an  acknowledged  incumbniiice.  It  was  the 
boast  of  Citizen  Lord  Stanhope,  that  he  would  teach  the  Judges 
law,  and  the  Bishops  religion.  I  have  no  such  ambition :  but  at 
present  I  would  recommend  to  Charles  Abbott,  Esq.  M.  P.  tht 
new  Digester  of  oar  Laws,  not  to  be  too  subtle  in  the  process. 
Mr.  Abbott  is  a  gentleman  of  learning,  virtue,  ability,  and 
upright  conduct ;  but  in  such  a  cause  the  best  among  us  must 
be  warned  of  the  danger  of  experiment.  *0  xaipof  0^,  ^  %upat 
ofaXzfvi,  said  the  Father  of  Physic  in  the  depth  of  his  apho- 
rismic  wisdom ;  but  surely  caution  is  not  timidity.  It  is  not 
every  political  chemist  who  can  throw  off  into  his  work  the 
spirit  of  legislation,  unmingled  with  the  grosser  dregs  and^cu* 
lence  of  the  mass* 

Let  us  M9^^  and  at  all  times,  be  vigilant  with  determinttt 
courage.  We  know,  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt, 
wiat  freedom,  wiat  equality  of  fieraoer  ameng  the  clttJums^ 
what  fraternity,  what  comfort,  what  happiness,  and  what 
security  France  has  offered  and  given  to  all  countries,  whkh 
have  either  bowed  voluntarily,  or  have  been  subjected,  to  her 
tyranny. 

Take  Cicero's  expressions.  As  to  themselves ;  *<  Licet,  quod 
Yiiletur,  publicum  judicare ;  quod  judicaverint,  vendere.'* 
As  to  other  nations,  friend  or  foe;  *'  Perspici  noD  potest, 
Htrum  severitas  acerbior,  an  benignitas  qn^stuosior  sit.**  Such 
are  the  words  in  that  elaborate  and  consummate  Oration  by 
Cicero  on  the  Agrarian  Law,  which  every  man  would  do  well 
10  read  and  consider  in  the  original',  or  in  a  translation;  for  it 
b  peculiarly  pertinent  to  thfe  present  time. 

When 
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Not  deem  stability  on  change  to  fout^t 


To 


When  l}emosthertes  raised  his  mighty  voice  against  a  decree 
proposed  by  AristocrateSf  he  besp-^j^e  the  attention  of  hia 
audience  as  to  a  private  man»  who  hdd  neither  part  tnf  the 
administration  of  the  itate,  nor  influence  from  his  connections. 
He  bespoke  their  favour  on  this  ground;  for  l^e  thought  the 
interest  of  Athens  tvsrs  alone  a  sufficient  plea.       Eveilxv  'nyj^ 

TTaq  i/pciv  wVf  vpayfJM  TTjXixarov  (prj/iAr  iei^tv  VEvpxyfjLem.  * 
For  my  own  part  ivuhoui  imy  other ^'prkteusions^  pdlftfcal  or  literary, 
than  the  love  I  feel  to  my  cbuntry^'li'ei'  Iaw8»  her  religion,  her 
ordinances, 'and  her  government*  and  thie  labour  I  have  exerted 
to  understand  and  to  preserve  them^  I  would' earnestly  !and 
affectionately  reihind  my  CoUntryincti  in  this  perilous  and 
pressing  hour,  of  the  eloquent  words  of  Demon^x  as  they  skre 
rccor<Ied  by  Lucian ;  **  CttstitutiMs  and  doctrinef  J/h"  thesiryiu 
**  *aiU  ntvir  decree^  till  you  have  fir  ft  removed  ^  weYthrsvon  thb 
«*  ALTAR  OF  MEBCY  I*'  The  wofds  of  thc  'original  ^rc  full 
of  dignity :  Mtj  TrMTSMv,  (o  A9iovaWi,  >]/i^l6rs<3r9E,  5»y  pttj  t« 
EAEOT  T^V  Caz/AOV  X^fcX^TE.  +      (^79^-) 


1  »\'  iK      f 


{g)  A  celebrated  saying  of  the*  famoua  Mirabeiin,.  io.tjie 
beginning  of  the  French  revolution..  .  : . 

I  would,  in  this  conclitding  liotei  observe  with  great  earnest- 
ness and  affection  to  my  Countryi  that  in  all  the  departments 
of  society,  government,  religion,  or  literature,  the  French 
have  at  all  times  maintained  okb  unvarying  ^Ysrsy  op 
DECEPTION,  when  tinder  the  ancient  monarchy,  or  now  under 

i*  G  g  .:    •    •     .      the 


•b«a 


«  •     * 


*  Kocfx  ApiarwpAtHi:.  Dcmosth.  £d^Gr,  Benen*  t^yo,  p.  40 j. 
:.  ..'r^  Lucian.  Demonax,  p.  ^>5,  £d«  FoK  Bourdclotii. 
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To  fechvltUMirabeati,  that- ^*  Words  are  Things/'  { j) 

WhiJc 

the,  iron,  unrelenting  tyranny  of  thtiv  qcw  republic.  Their 
manner  of  reasoning  is  and  alw 33^5  has  been  sophistical ;  wc 
are  ia  perpetual  danger  of  b^ing  niisJed  }>y.the  appeal ance  of 
reason.;  ., and  we  have  always  ground  foi*  di^^^et.  Takf  a 
specimen  from  thousands  aud  tens  of  thousands  of  instances. 

Many  yeors  ago,  in  a  collection  entitled,  «  Lectres  H'nto- 
riqucs  et  f  ulitiques/'  a  French  Statesman  used  these  words  to 
Mr.  D^Alembert.  *'  Je  ne  veux  point  admettre  dam  les  arrets 
*^  de  Conseii  un^rai  trivial^  une  ciarte  iroh  familien.    Je  veux 

i.l.alf..  v  ■■  !•■•  r 

*'  uM  vrai  ^  jtchercht^  ujie  darte  elegante,  uoe  naivete  fine, 
*'  toute.  brillante  dc  termes' ponipeux,  relevei  inopinement  de 
*'  phrases.  ajTpndie?,  cde  vocatifs,  intermcdiahei  et  d'adverbes 
•*  indtfi»ii^\*  NothiQ£  can  bp  more  characteristic  of  French 
Statesmen.  Let  them  at  £r!>t  be  suflicientlv  unlntclUfilhle^  have 
their  vocatift  intermediaires.  ^nd  thefr  adverbet  indefiws^  and  the 
.business  is  done.  They  have  language  without  meaning,  phrases 
to  blind  the  people,  and  ideas  to  delude  them;  but  when  the 
6chen:c  is  accomplished^  and  'when  thej  ^tain  the  fitver^  their 
language  becomes  perfectly  intelligible. 

Next  take  an  instance  in  literature.  Men  of  learning  have 
always. had  a  proper  value  for  the  Greek  language,  for  reasons 
too  obvious  for  me  to  stater...  In  general  the  French  .are  ignorant 
of  it.  Indeed  Mr.  Camus  (the  Deputy)  some  time  ago  published 
an  edition  of  Aristotle  t»  Ilifi  Xaeav^  moderate  enough  as  I 

thought 


u>^ 


*  L,4tt.  Hist,  et  Polit,  Vol.  4,  p.  176. 

t  I  know  not  whether  the  French  have  been  taught  by  tht 

Citizen  Comnrentator  Camus  to  have  recourse  to  the  roetaphf* 

tics  of  Aristotle,  wheD  he  declaresi.  that.  '*  £quality.  is  reallf 

'       .-...,  „     ,  .  '  SimenesSf*! 


[  -467    ] 

While  in  Delusion's  ear  their  magic  rings. 

Through 

thought  from  a  slight  inspection.  But  in  general  the  French 
Philosophers^  who  by  their  works  pre|tared  the^Revolationy 
are  perpetually  despising  or  ridiculing  the  Greek  hingtiage.  I 
only  speak  of  their  m^ffff^  of  effecting  their  purpose*  One  of 
the  acutest)  most  dangerous,  and  most  insidious  of  them  all, 

Mr, 


'Samerii^ssV'  or  as  the  Stagyrite  himself  expresses  it,*H  Ifforwc^ 
'EVottost.*     The  French  Commeniators  never  vary  in  thrir 

* 

sense.  With  his  **  M^gnia  Moralia,**  [ndeed  they  have  nothing  to 
do ;  but  they  seem  marvellously  to  ag^ee  With  him  respecting  the 
dignity  and  ItYmity  of  the  science  -  and  practice  5^  (theii) 
Politics^  in  every  state  of  Europe.  •H  XloUriK'n  Kufio^rotnn  tcai 
apX'^rsxrovixii.      rivxf  yap  civbm  xP**'*  '*'*'* '*^*^*^P**'^  ^^ '''*^> 

AIATASSEI!'  f  am  grfeycd  to  aAd  the  words  whieh  fellow  : 
O^ft'/Asv  rocf  eVr</^0T.^r<Kf  iuv  £LvyafJLscJv  'THO  TATTHN 
OT2A2 !  t  I  cannot  also  help  observing,  that  mutatis 
iT)uraf)dis,  the  Utter  of  a  modern  /V#af&  General  to  aDy.6tate 
resemblds  the  from  a  Grecian  Cdur^emn^  an  Alciphron's  col- 
lec^ion.i  The  fraternal  and  nnerfitriciou^'demiLftd.^re  ppt  much 
unlikr.'  PiTilumeiia-says.t6'Crito,  <<  Wii|)rido3KOU.ir/9!ubkyow- 
*<  ^ir  to  write  BO  often?  £'wahti7/9f(br  flfiy^nMim)  piscis 
••  orG6ti>y  I  «io  not  .want.  jKtterf:  ^l^jsw.  /«vr  wr,  ^^ve  me 
««  MbiQEY  !  FarewelL  (Health  And  ^ra/*r^/V> /'V  TU  Greek 
I'di  wore  emi}hati^:i:fIsvry}xovTa  %p£>cr«nr •  Sff  1  •km  yf»f/44Mtt^v  u 

.  SfwEl'ME  4iIABr3  ri05:^*'.:t...(A798.).: 

* 

*Arist.  \2c:apijys.  L.  10.  C.  3,  t  Arist.. Ethic. Nichom^L.  i . C^s. 
^;H^J.Ai»lplWuXib».vEP,49f  Edit.  Etc«leri  1701^  p,  6t.. 


Oga 
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Through  states,  or  armies,  in  the  camp,  or  street. 

And 

Mr.  D'Alembert,  ba&  these  words.  '*  Ah^  si  vous  savltx  U  Gnc  ! 
Ccux  qui  s^^vent,  oar  croieat  savoir^  THebreu,  Vjfra&e^  le  Sjriofue^ 
Je  Cofihte^  ou  le  Copte  (as  if  he  cared  how  it  was  pronounced]  le 
Persatij  ou  le  Ckinoij^  pensent  et  parlcnt  tie  mcme^  ct  far  Jes  memts 
raisonsJ*  *  We  see,  that  the  Fiench  Philosopher  by  corfmrnJUg 
the  Arabic  J  Coptic^  Syria:  ^  and  Chinese  with  the  Greek^  insinuates 
that  there  is  an  equal  use  in  them  all,  that  is,  to  the  generaluy 
of  scholars  and  to  the  world  at  large,  little  ornc  use  at  all.  This 
does  not  merit  any  answer;  but  we  see  the  nature  ef  a  French 
Philosopher's  firetf^  and  the  manner  nf  his  argument.  In  short,  he 
cither  knows  every  thing,  or  there  is  no  manner  of  use  at  all 
in  any  thing  which  he  does  not  know« 

I  think  from  continued  observation,  I  understand  the  luitore 
of  thesemen.  Their Hterature,theirpolitic8,and theirphilosophv, 
alL  tei^minate  in  the  same  point.  *'  Crnyez  Moi,'*  are  the  words, 
whether  they  speak  to  an  individual,  or  to  the  nations  of  the 
universe* 

Nno  since  the  Revolution,  fmm  reasming  they  bare  betakea 
themselves  /o  single  mmds.  Deception  still.  Mirabeau  said  true, 
'<  Words  are  thinga."  I  cannot  help  observing  that  the  Atbe- 
Btao^'(w hose-government  was  popular  and  enmsequetHi^  tjfrmmiealf 
and  mamiTed  with  the  blood  of  her  own  cittKouJ  kad  a 
custom  of  softening  the  appellations  of  things,  which  aatoraUy 
conveyed  an  idea  of  terror.  This  may  be  found  in  a  most 
curious  extract,  preserved  by  the  very  learned  Photiua^  from  the 
4th  book  of  the  Chrestomathia  of  HaLLADioa  Bbsamtinovs; 

the 

*  D^Alembert  Melanges  de  Literature  ct  de  Phil^s^hia 
Vol.  5.  p.  526. 
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And  now  a  School  rpvolfs,  and  now  a  Fleet. 

•     Go, 

the  words  arc  these.  *•  To  /xiq  Jr/cr^ptx  XBystv  itici  roi?  Ila- 
••  \Xim  (fi^ns  nv,  yugt.'hfTrob  J«  toi^  A^vatoij*  Jjd  X5ti  to  Aco-- 
•*  jMnmpiOY,  Oixr,pt«  ixa2.My,  xai  rov  ^fifjLtov  Koivov,  r«r  Jt 
•f  lEfwyww^,  a^lMOLs  foas*  j^tX."*  In  the  tame  manoer  the 
Frofich  apply  the  terms,  Equalltyy  Liberty,  Frattmity^  and 
similar  words,  for  Tyranny,  Desolation,  Oppression,  and 
^iuAder*.  .This  is  well  understood.  It  would  be  presumption 
to  enlarge  on  this,  subject  to  a  kingdom  so  entighterted,  so 
Signified,. and  I  may  add,  so  pkepared  as  Great' BH tain. 

Wehavc -every  thing  tp  lose:  for  we  have  under  our  own  form 
of  g^tfrnknent,  comfort,  protection,  hoi^ur,.  security,  and 
^appine^s.'  .  The  price  of  preserving  them  is  indeed  great,  very 
great;.,  bnt  the  price  of  ^anarchy,  refo|.in,  .and  jA^jr^r/Va^/^ 
'ifnfutim^'  would  be  greater  beyond,  all  calculation.  We  have 
tji'lbe'  powtfftil,  and  perhaps  unrelenting ;  yet  all  States  yield  at 
la^  td  <:rrcun]staoice8 ;  and  policy  ijrvi^y  gi:tnt  what  affection 
Wilght -refuse,  . 

The  most  ardent  wish  of  my  hear|  is  a  sbcore  Pe4ci, 

fiftera  war  for  ever  to  be  deplored,  bloody,  fatal,  and  expensive 

beyond  all 'example;  .but  which  I  always   believed,  and  still 

J^eJieve,  to 'have  been  iupvitablb.     We  hav^  /////  many  and 

#rei^t  resources ;  but  the  times  never  called  with  so  loud  and 

so  commanding  a  voice  for  wisdom,  discernment,  and  integri?}', 

fof-tetnperfitei  timely,  and  giadual  concession  w{fh  "dignify  arfd 

•eCQr'^ty,_and  for  an  q^conomy  rigid  and  uncieviating,  on  tie 

^BfU  (f  our  gf^vertws.     Th^  times  call  equalljr  for  obedience^ 

jyjiematkiiefusescatee.  wn^tr  temporary   pie^suie,    a'hcTity   in 

defence,  and  vigilance*  and  loyalty,  and  8T|£adinbss,  in  Jhhe 

sukffcts  in  this  land.    We  h^ve  no  need  of  the  Roman   Armiius- 

G  g  3  uium; 


■■  ■!' 


^  Photii  Bibliothec.  Sect.  279,  p.  1593<  Ed.  1653. 
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Go,  warn  in  solemn  accents,  bold  dnd  briefj 


Tho 


trium ;  our  arms  are  purified  already.  Our  Soldiers  are  lapl 
and  honourable!  ind  without  spot  ^  they  have  been  weighed 
in  the  balance  and  found  perfect,  I  trust  also  that  our  ntvd 
flag  will  never  again  wave  bur  in  defiaitce /#  oirr  ^x^mVi/  'W^ 

ARE  NOT  LOST^  IF  WE  CONTINUB-FISM. 

I  see  the  ancient  marks  of  our  country  in  every  loyal  CDOn- 
tenanqp.  I  would  give  life  to  every  one  who  thinks,  and  who 
loves  our  great  kingdom  and  it's  constitution.  la  timet  of 
national  distress  Pbets  have  sometimes  found  means  to  invigorate 
the  public  mind/sftid  confirm  it's  stability.  I  speak  indeed  of 
the  days  of  old,  **  the  image  of  our-ahtique  iivoFld  :'*.  botnow, 
when  the  Temple;  and  the  Citadel,  the  worship,  and  thr  strength, 
and  the  constitution  of  our  forefathers  are  to  be  venerated  and 
ilefended^  {t  is  happy  that  we  can  trtfce  and  find  these  powen^ 
each  in  their  order.  We  may  be  reminded  of  all  tbi^  fry 
depicted  in  the  fabled  palace^  where  the  deities  once  ^ssembloi 
in  fuir  consistory : 

Signa  tamen,  Divftmque  tori,  et  quern  qiiisque  sacrirat .   • 
Accubitu  genioque,  locus  monstrahtur!'*  ..  \ 

But  I  fable  not:  we  have  not  the  Images,  but  the  v^y  thinp 
before  us ;  ^nd  the  words  of  poetry  are  set  off  by  the  superior 
force  of  truth.  r:       .. 

We  must  remember  that  all  the  leii'gues  of  Frenth  FKtion 
and  their  leadcrs,.in  England  or  in  any  country,  never  Ytfent. 
They  know  not  the  iheaning  of  the  tefm.  There  is  as  modi 
mercy  in  them,  to  use  the  phrase  of  Shakspeare;  as  there  is  milk 
in  a  male  ti^er.  In  all  their  combttifttfons,  their  piotf,  their 
proscriptions,  and  their  gtand  medsuris^  all -they  have  done,  or 
proposed  to  do,  is  tp  lay  their  country  bound  in  chains  of  ser- 

,>  .    ;     .     ,     ~...    vitude, 
*  Statiui  Achill.  L.  ii 


The  jtortib'rtiig  MJhisfW.ior  %tiouk  Chitf  j 

Mourn 


r      t 


vixu^ey  ^t  the  feet.bf  a  French  Directory.  But  Liberty  Is  thei^ 
word,  and  the  diffusion  of  general  happiness..  How  is  this  to  be' 
ef{ec(^5|  ?^,,Qipefo  might  star^  up  in  ()ie  Senate,  and  reply :  '*  Com 
ferro,  cun^ni^tu,  cum  priyilcgio,  cum  prxsentibus  copiis  per- 
4itoram,  .et.  minis,  .^t  nefario  fxdere,  serVitdte  oppressam  Civi- 
tatem  tenerebt.  Ilibertatis  signum  poSuerunt  iriagis  ad  ludibriuqi 
impude/^tise,  qu&m  aa  simulationem 'tt^Iigionis.     \aS 


^ell  us  of  corruption,  and  reform^  and  all  t'h^  sophisms  of 
anarchy  and  revolation.  '  Sd'tBdiidiered  the  QlraVof  of  Athens 
against  sucn  men :  Avr< .  rtt  flevodtfvaji,  (rc^iaptacnc  e&'/JiiT'xtiiji. 
xpci  voi^ccyjpafa^^  xai  i^fo(fxa^i^f  vovoff^aru  cevo^o/irafv  xai 
nJixiwjffl^roi.  (^),.  Bwt  Jp^icc^h^s  her'  balance,  and'  the  "sword 

I  ...J  I  ..1.        fc.',»  I'll  »^>i    ^•'   u     '  • 

is  DOl  bqrn^  in  yain.     '*  j^i  home,  (I  take  the, words  of  Sir  John 

Finch  in  the  4th  of  Charlea  I.)  «/  any  rate  Authority   must 

•  ■ »       •    •  ^ ■....•<'  itn     I ■     ,".    i ".)  If  ••■.    ji« •^      .|.       f ■  •  •    •.••■•    .'.■'.'  r ;  J 

BE     VINDICATED    FROM    CONTEMPT  t     SINCE     THE      LIFe"  O^ 

.  ■  I      *    .■  ■  ■  ■  T  •"    ■     '      II     '''0  '■ '  ■     *^-         •'     •'     •*     ■  ^'*  • 

Goyp^NMENT  IS  REPUTATION."  We  shodlj  remember, 
that  /V  No^e  are  SO  bold  'as  the  jf^ictious  jh"  fprnpsny,  none  so 
fearful  apart."  We  may  nave  good,  hope,  for  we  have  a 
good  cause.  When  perhaps  the  greatest  'statesman  and  the 
greatest  orator  that  ever  headed  an  Opposition,  diemands  an 
audience  of  his  Sovereign,  fwoiifd  wi)4irtg|ly-jir^^if,  that  the 

—  '   -  ■  ■ 

prindpl^e 


.^Oil-r* I. 


—^ y-T-  ■  w 


. ;  («)  Cicero,  Orac.  pro  .Domosu^-ad,Pontifices.  Sect.  51. 

{^).  Demosthenes.  Ora:..  llpos  Axx^iTa  7r»/ja7p«$r,y.  Demqsth. 
£d,  Gr.  fieuenati  1570.  p.  546,i.,^yby  will  not  our  Stjitcsmcn 
jtMi/y  Dedwsthffnes  ?  Is  he  not  allowed  to  be  th^  very  first 
foliiUal  Orator  h  Mr.  Fox  virtually  i^nderstandsliisMsr/i^r  Defter 
than  any  man  in  England ;  but  he  does  not  exert  it  for  the  laipe 
good  end.     (1797.)  .  ,  Gg  4 
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Mourn  proudt3t  empires  prostrate  in  the  dusf. 

Tiaras, 

principle  of  his  heart  //  not  dimocratic:  though  I  think  his  prill* 
ciplcs,  in  gtnrraLf  iLTt  very  dangerous  at  this  time.  I  would 
hope,  that  we  may  be  redeemed* 

It  was  the  boast  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Augustusy  that  be 
found  the  city  of  brick,  and  left  it  of  marble.    I  trust  we  shall 
not  reverse  this  memorable  saying ;  I  uust  that /Ar/»Aifr  en&t 
of  the  nation  will  revive,  and. that  in  tins  r$ip$ct^  when  speakiog 
of  Mr.  PiTT>  it  will  not  be  engi-aven  with  an  iron  pen^  and  in 
the  rock  of  England  for  ^ver,  <<  jiitriam  invenit ;  €bmrtmi§m 
relifluiti"  *«  He  found  it  oi gold^  hejeft  it  oi  paper,** 
,.I  think  J  can  discern  the  fiim  establishment  of  lawful  consti* 
tutipnal  ^ovfci  in    the  plunges  of  .meditated  convulsion;  and 
the  return  of  dav   in  the  moment  of  greatest  obscuration.    I 
have  loved  my  country  firom  my  earliest  years,  from  a  convk* 
tion  of  the  excellence  of  it^  Constitution,  and  of  that  balanced 
liberty  it  was  formed  to  maintain.'    I  ^m  giateful  for'ihe  pro* 
tection  and  the  blessings  it  has' afforded,  and  is  yet  tnlglity  to 
prtserve;  an^' I  will  therefore  join'tfie  wofds  and  wishes  df  u 
ancient  Orator  ;  *^  Imperiuip  securiimy  domuro  tutiinfiy  exercitos 
fortes,    senatum  fidelem,  populum    probum,   orbem   quietunii 
quaecunque  et  Hominis  et  Caesaris'  vota  sunt,  ea  yoveo  omnia 
ctardentissime  exopto  !*'^ 

I  am  ogain,  (much  against  my  will,  and  1  very  sincerely 
apologize  for  repeating;  the  subject,)  finally  called  .upon  todeclaft 
with  solemnity,  and  with  that  truth  which  I  have  ever  rerered 
and  preserved,  that  this  whole  compositiori,  verse  and  prose,  ii 
the  work  of  oJie  hand.  In  this  assertion  I  have  no  mental  reser- 
vation ;  fdr  I  never  wore  the  weeds  of  Do  mi  nick,  or  drank  from 
the  cup  of  Loyola.  If  this  declaration  will  not  suffice,  I  shall 
leave  the  sable  birds  of  detraction  to  the  hoarseness  of  their  own 
clamours,  atid  to  the  worms  on  which  they  feed*  i  shall  soar 
upward  to  the  source  and  fountain  of  light,  |^ 

*  TertulliaUf  Apolog.  C.  5« 


Tiaras j,  hrtt9»:in^  ip6tibff9».  croMroi  aod^  .bust  i    ■ 

And 

It  is  alsa  frequently  insinugted  and  lon^tlines  boldly  asserted. 
to  be'  wntten  in  coMjunction  with  maby  learned  and  eloquent 
friends  iq  the  groves  aod  tetrei^s  of  pur  beloved  'Acadmi\ '  It  if 
true  jndccdy  '!.  6y  the  ws^tcjn  of  Ci|i  ^  haire  Wdbwn  and  Wept; 
•wh(!n  I  remegibcrjed  jthecL.O  Ston!  at  for  my  barp.  1 '  have 
often  haa£cd  ^t  up  among  the  trees  that  ztc  thcretn,"  I  wished 
p  ,*''  aiing  one.qf  tl>e  $ongs  qf^  ^ipn."    But,  as  it  ^eems,  it  is  aii 

i»onouui^lfiOv/iir4f/»i^AvJ>^>W  ?P  vindicate,  to  recominend, 
and  to  uphold  the  cause  oCgOYexriQept, .  of  Christian  religion,  of 
learning,  and  of  good  manners.  Would  it.  were  so!  Such 
united  talents  might  do  their  perfect  work.  I  have  only  to 
laihenc'the«.unworihinHs 'df'Klm  i»h6  ba<  presumed*  without 
•ssis'tance  or  coi^6p'iratibn»'  td'ifiibderUfke  that  oflke  al^nb; 
"  '■   ■'-   -  '  '  ■  ^*  7o  hitermiin^jUfatcb 

AcXnc^f'THBrwAiCBWE  "Fot,  and  wide  abroad^  : 
7irougi''atifK  ciditi  o/)dArk' distrncihn,  rras 
D^ttVERAiiCB  for'^9  iiiir!*'  .    -. 

If  indeed'I-had^rhh*|>ertonai  hope,  or  personal  fear,  id  the 
jpplitical  or  ih'  the^'lher&ry  i^d^ldV'  I  think  it  wmH>eaUowed  that 
I'shouldkibt  bai^  ^dblith^a'this  #ork/  He  must  reconcile 
£ointradicti%tii'wha^wifl'  dttmte*  tMi  aissertiontf  Whom  have  I 
coiTrted  ? '  to '  «'hoAt  hifvt  f  bortredf  Arbitrary  power  m  any 
ahape  is  my  >lihofre*he^.'  'T  hl(^Sf(^aIkdd  in  the  sclrool  of  Locke, 
and  have  passeid  through  tha^bf  Sidaey ;  b^lhave  in  this  hour 
'of' maturest  reScbcibn  acknowledged,  approved*  and  ardently  re- 
'iCoMmendird  the  tempered  doctrines  which  uphold  "government^ 
afad  prWint  confusion.     >*  "  J  •  ' 

In  the^political  matters  KA'tbh  time,  my  suit  and  service  is  not 

'rendered  fersonmUy  to  Mr.  ^itt.     Upon  me  vle  ttm  have  n9  claim. 

My  service  is  to  my  Country,  and  my  praise  to  the  Minister  of 

the  C'owno/  Great  Britain'     My  praise. is  to  him,  who  by  deli« 

fcera'c  and  undauoCed  firmness^  with  an  uublenchtd  dignity,  by 

commanding 


C  m  1 

And  last^as  thpongb  tbd  smoQld'nngflsuimyou.turn, 

Snatch 


Corpipandidjr  powers  in' speech  and  argument,  aiid  by  vigoroos 
laeasiirei,  thoggl^  Wt^hpiit'tliat  promptitude  of  derfiion  wiiich 
marked  his  gr^at  Father.  ha$.  preserved*  and' strpported  (lonz 
jnay  he  preserve  and  support  them  I)  the  prlnci|>le  jWa'Jtabilitj 
of  the  British  government  ah^d'  const  Station.'  Thi'miim  »umct  tf 
Great  Britain  gff^i'whlf  PietM  /^//.'/Siich  I  eit^m'Mr^PiTT  :*  as 
tuch  I  honour  him.  Jfm  I  bis  tnmj)^  '  I  tee  his  erroiii,  and  ^^a^ 
baps  his  vices  too,  and  t  lay  rib  fettering  linction  to* them/  I 
am  alive  to  all  his  public'Vlvtae^  and  I  woold^  correct  their 
aberrations,  for  they  arc  mapyr'^'*'."^  *      ' 


•    '        •    •■ 


As  to  Mr.  Fojr  1  th«t  hrba>.fK>^ discerned  the  signs  of  tbesf 
times,  I  will  not  atsert ;  b\)t  that^his  impradence,  \^%  ynbridlc^ 
licence  of  ianguage^Mand   his « plunging  desperate  doctrines  in 
times  like  tbesegim  and  out  ^^ .p-^iliamcfit,  hare  alienated  the 
mind  of  his  cfiiuury  /r«ff2  /(«>9,,j(h<^.I  will  maintatq,   Jf  I  were 
to  give  credence  to  all  his  spe<cUf^s»  which  I  h|ve  eit^ier,  heard  or 
read,'  \  nvnst;  dector^  thepirio  l|f  rfh^ij^ctrinea  ^  a  tnan  ripe  and 
ready  .for  opjL^eMPlutjpii*  ijfih^i^^  hoQcst  io  his  opiniOD,  I  an 
neither  think,  nor  prpnoupc^;  bi|n.:'hOff(iSt  U\  his  9pmxHr]r.  ,Hf 
^(houM  not  hM*e  /£(«r  e^hibicfd  himself  in  the.  .Qq^i^j.  or  on  the 
Hastings/    Nomivr  iU0  si^  f$J9pui  sfttfofuU  foifit  I     I  pass  or^r 
the  primrose  path  of  dpUij^nf^e.ofi,  St.  Aofl'i  Hill ;  though  I  wooM 
fam  cast  a  witheriagt  ]o0)ii:,(m,jb/e  nocturnal  orgi(t(  of  dipng* 
depredation 'and  of  patnginn  plunder  before  the  yi^li\%,  of  the 
palace,  in- the 'vctrf;fv$i.f>{-^  vi^^(^  and  iasoite|^.^^vea£ljBK. 
I  can  separate  the  man  from  the  leader  of  oppoiitioa;  1  aai 
ready   tin  bou/^,  and  I   do  bpvv^  to:- his  ^en>us,  to  hl^.  political 
eloquence  without  an  equal,  and  lo^is  knowledge  various,  ^eep» 
and  extensive.     His  pleasantry^  his •  social  friendly  disposiiiop, 
and  thegood  temper  of  his  privafa  conversation  are  acknowledged^ 
/  Qut  if  he  i^  ever  to  direct  ^hi?  councils  of  this  kin^d^rp,  l^e  noU 

tread 
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THE  END  OF  THE  POEM. 


tread  back  almoit  all  his  steps :  if  be  turns  to  our  government, 
bt  must  he  horn  again* 

Non  hac  feverso  veiueni  Infaiera  saeclo, 

Aut  Tuscum  Tiberim,  aut  Romana  palatia  servet* 

With  opinions  bold  and  candid  as  these,  I  might  obtain  some 
respect  and  perhaps  some  attention  from  the  public ;  but  I  could 
hardly  please  either  Mr.  Pitt  or  Mr.  Fox.  If  I  sought  personal 
famQ ;  my  motive  ia  still  more  visionary  ;  no  man  can  account 
for  it.  He  who  loved  fame  best  said  of  it,  '*  Just  vv'hac  you 
hear  you  have.'*  I  am  wholly  unknown ;  It  is  very  proper 
that  I  should  be  so  ;  and  yet  I  would  be  understood  even  on  this 
point.  I  have  not  the  sacred  fear  of  a  coward,  but  the  deliberate 
courage  which  is  inspired  by  reflection,  and  the  confidence 
which  I  am  proud  to  repose  in  honourable  friendbiiip. 

Some  literary  enterpnzes  are  indeed  rather  hazardous  in  their 
nature ;  and  mine  are  of  that  number.  Yet  I  love  decorum,  and 
I  would  be  guided  by  discretion ;  but  it  is  not  the  form  only  of 
those  yirtnes,  refined  through  certain  strainers,  that  £  would  pre* 
serve,  it  is  the  spirit  of  them.  I  would  have  gentleness  without 
timidity,  and  decision  without  presumption.  But  I  must  feel  the 
pressing  nature  of  the  time,  the  burthens,  the  terrors,  the  perils, 
and  the  necessity  of  the  state.  Whoever  would  do  a  public 
service;  must  forget  himself;  his  remuneration  is  from  within. 
At  to  myself,  hoiVever  unavailing  my  actions,  my  sentiments, 
XX^y  abilities,  or  my  services,  they  arc  unkkowk,  unbought, 
unsolicited,  tfJv^/W/^/ UNALTERED.'  In  Spirit,  in  principle, 
and  in  affection,  my  words  and  my  thoughts  are  these ; 

Non  ante  rc'vellar^ 
Ex(^nimem  quam  tt  romplectarRoiihf  tuumqve 
Nomen,  Li££&tas,  #/  inamm  f  rosequar  umbram  /     ( ' 7 9 7 • ) 


THE    END. 
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have  acted  a  kind  part  in  acquainting  me  with  their  proceed* 

ings,  as  you  think  I  might  be  interested  in  the  information; 

but  I  should  by  no  rAeans  consider  it  as  friendly  in  you,  but 

rather  as  a  direct  injury  done   to  me«  if  you  condescended 

to  make  any  answer  to  the  slander^  of  men  who  ar^  wholly 

unworthy  of  any  notice  whatsoHer  V*\    '  ' 

From  a  Litter  of  Euripides* 


P.   VI. 

Eh !  qui  sauroit  sans  moi  &c. 
••  Who  would  ever  have  known  that  Cotin  had  preached^ 
that  William  had  translated,  or  Richard  had  sung^  if  I  had 
not  informed  them  ?  '* 


^dkbM^aiiM 


•  P.  vii. 
Egli  medtsmo  prese  Sec. 
"  He  himself  took  the  Shield  from  forth  it*f  coveringi 
and  made  the  light  of  it  clear  and  conspicuous ;  the  in* 
Chanted  Lustre  which  burst  from  it,  struck  the  eyes  of  iris 
adversaries  so  powerfully,  that  they  became  blind,  and  fell 
around  in  heaps  discomfited,  some  from  the  stern  and  some 
from  the  prow." 


P,ix. 

Caelum  ipsum  &c« 
••  We  assail  heaven  itself  by  our  folly." 


P.    XI. 

©AAAS2H2  2KHnTf>A,  &c. 

^^  We  hQld  in  our  own  hands  the  sceptre  and  monarchy  of 

the  Ocean  I — O  my  Country  I  afflicted  as  thou  art,  thou  sbalt 

not  hide  thy  glory  in  darknesSi  without  lustre  and  without 

lemcmbrance." 

P.xii. 
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P.  xii. 
Sancta  ad  vos  &c» 

"  I  will  descend  to  you  pure  and  untainted  wkh  that 
reproach,  as  a  man  who  has  never  been  unmindful  of  his 
learned  ancestors/* 


P.  xiii. 
Consumpta  est  tabula  vulgi,  &c. 

**  The  idle  tales  are  passed  ;  the  Citizens  have  now  learned 
to  laugh  at  the  fraternal  kisses  so  long  the  popular  theme.** 


P.  xvii. 
Prodita  dum  laxant,  &c. 

"  While  [by  disseminating  such  doctrines)  they  are 
opening  the  barriers  of  our  very  gates  to  the  Tyrannic 
enemy,  it  will  become  us  to  adopt  some  great  measures  to 
preserve  our  liberty,  while  it's  existence  is  .dubious." 


'  P.  xviii.  , 

Descrta  sub  antro,  &c. 

"  She  lies  in  her  cavern  forlorn  and  deserted  :  Where  is 
now  the  aliment  to  supply  her  breads  ?  Where  are  those 
whom  she  may  consign  to  mighty  destruction  ? — Hitherto 
,we  have  had  nothing  but  arms,  and  trumpets,  the  instruments 
of  war,  and  wounds,  and  death*" 


P.    XX. 

Doctrinal  haec  Vindex,  &c. 

••  The  Vindicator  of  the  cause  of  Learning  offers  thes« 
solemn  admonitions  to  the  Genius  of  Britain." 


\ 


ah  P.  xxi. 


C    4»a    1 
P.  xxi. 

**  The  Oracle  from  Parnassus  has  loudly  decreed,  that 
an  universal  search  should  be  imi^  after  him  who  is 
concealed." 


P.  xxii. 
"^^  Ex  phrasi,  ex  ore,  ex  locutione,  &c. 

"  From  his  phrafcology,  his  manner  of  speaking,  his 
peculiar  diction,  and  other  circumstances,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  whole  work,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  is  the  com- 
position of  Hicronymus  Aleander.  From  my  constant, 
familiar,  and  domestic  intercourse  with  him,  I  am  as  inti« 
mately  acquainted  with  his  genius  and  disposition,  as  he 
himself  can  be;'' 


P.  xxiii. 
Nous  laissons  Ics  Peres  a  ceux,  &c. 
••  We  leave  the  Fathers  to  them  who  treat  of  the  Positivt; 
in  our  writings  we  cite  only  the  new  Casuists.' — '  But  who 
are  these  new  authors  ? — Very  able  and  very  celebrated 
men ;  we  have  Villalobos,  Conink,  Lamas,  Achokier, 
Dealkoser,  Bobadilla,  &c,  &c.'— *  Oh,  my  good  Father, 
I  rejoined  in  much  alarm,  arc  these  people  Christians?'^ 
•  How  ?  not  Christians  !  he  answered  ;  they  are  the.veiy 
persons  by  whom  we  govern,  &c.' — So  much  the  worse» 
I  said,  but  added  nothing  more." 


P.  xxiv. 
Factorum  est  copia  nobis,  &c. 
**  We  have  matters  of  fact  in  great  abundance,  this  is  thr 
isonsequencc  of  our  residence  duRome:  there  i»  my  bouse, 
there  is  my  retirement,  and  there  my  days  arc  consumed.** 

•    *■     A  TRANS. 


i  483  1 


A    TRANSLATION 

OF 

THE    PASSAGES 

CITBD   IN 

THE  INTRODUCTORY   LETTER, 


P.  1.      . 

Nel  cerchio  accolto,  &c. 
'*  Retired  within  the  magical  circle,  he  murmured  words 
of  mightiest  power.  Thrice  he  turned  his  countenance  to 
the  East,  and  thrice  to  the  realms  where  the  Sun  declines  : 
••  Whence  (he  cries)  is  this  delay  ?  Do  ye  wait  for  words 
"  more  secret  than  these,  or  of  greater  potency  ?" 


P.  2. 

Quid  de  me  alii,  &c. 
**  As  to  what  some  persons  may  say  of  me,  let  them  look 
to  their  own  words ;  but  nevertheless  they  will  talk," 

P-  3- 

Vitae  est  avidas,  &c. 

**  That  man  is  greedy,  of  life   who  is  not  willing  to  die, 
when  the  world  is  perishing  around  him.*' 


P.  5- 

^6n  iificie^  &C« 

^<  Destroy  the  insolence  and  high   language   of  the<;e 

heresies,  and  make  them  of  none  effect.'* 

Hh2  P.fi* 
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Aya^bi  ayaBots  a^vrs^Era  |eiv. 
'*  To  examine  the  excellent  with    the  excellent,    and 
compare  their  Several  merits  with  each  other." 


P.  6. 

*•  The  first  who  strengthened  the  exalted  strains  of  Archi- 
lochus  with  a  rampart  of  firm  and  solid  words." 


P.  6. 

Magnificabo  Apostolatum  meum. 

"  I  will  magnify  my  office." 


P.  8. 

TlQf   f^0V7J(T66;;    &c. 

^^  The  Compact  and  condensed  power  of  the  under- 
standing." 

P.  10. 
Ego,  si  nVi,  &c. 
^'  If  I  smile  at  the  perfumes  with  which  Rufillus  is  scented, 
or  at  any  similar,  piece  of  folly,  must  I  of  necessity  be 
stigmatized  as  a  man  of  an   envious   and  malicious  dis- 

position?" 

I 

P.   12. 
£i  fjLBv  09)  Erapov  &c. 

••If  inJced  you  require  me  to  chuse  a  companion,  how 
can  I  forget  the  divine  Ulysses  ?  His  heart,  his  aflfectionSf 
and  his  spirit  are  tried,  ready,  and  prepared  for  every  enter- 
prise.'* 

P.  19. 
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?.    12. 

Donum,  &c« 

**  The  present  of  the  fatal  branch,  now  seen  again  after 
^  long  period.*' 


■  *■  i»». 


P.  14. 
Semel  Causam  dixi,  &c; 

**  I  have  once  spoken  in  this  great  Cause  (prepared  to 
repeat  my  words/  if  required)  with  that  spirit  which  I  am 
ever  wont  to  assume^  the  spirit  of  an  accuser." 


I.    I  I 


P.  15. 
Saevi  spiracula  Ditis*  ''^V^-  ^^^^  7« 

"   The  mouths    of  the  cavern  which   leads   to    cruel 
Tartarus," 


P.  15. 

Tibi  nullum  periculum,  &c. 

^*  For  my  own  part,  I  can  see  no  danger  to  which  you  are 
personally  exposed,  separate  and  apart  from  the  destruction 
of  us  all." 


P.  i6. 
Senza  levarmi,  &c. 

**  Without  attempting  some  adventurous  flight,  when  I 
had  pinions  to  support  me,  that  I  might  ofler  to  the  world  no 
Ignoble  example  of  myself." 


P.  17. 
LerRoi  et  ses  Ministres,  &c. 

«*  The  King  and  his  Ministers  might  perhaps  peruse  these 

H  b  3  memoirs. 
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memoirs,  which  most  assuredly  are  not  the  composhlon  of  an 


uninformed  man. 


i» 


P.  19. 

AXuroi  mvoftat* 

**  Difficulties  of  hard  solution." 


P.  19* 
Altius  his  nihil  est ;  &c* 

"  Nothing  can  be  more  exalted  than  speculation^  h'ke 
these;  they  are  the  very  heights  of  the  world*  The  great 
public  mansion  of  Nature  herself  is  contained  within  these 
boundaries." 


P.  20. 
Aurai  U.I  Ttf,  &c. 

'*  These  are  the  vauntings  of  Him  who  fighteth  against 
God  ;  who  glories  in  the  strength  of  his  wickedness;  who 
threatens  to  destroy  utterly  and  to  confound  the  boundaries 
of  nations,  (once  delivered  by  The  Most  High  to  his 
angels  and  messengers ;)  and  to  make  the  whole  Earth  one 
scene  of  plunder  and  devastation ;  who  boasteth  that  he  will 
shake  all  the  sons  of  men,  and  subvert  and  change  the  state 
of  every  ancient  ordinance,  institution,  and  regular  govem- 
nicnt.*' 


P.  24. 
"  Facere  aliquid  ad,"  &c. 

•*  (It  cannot  be  supposed)  thaf  speaking  or  writing  in  the 
Greek  language,  in  preference  to  any  other,  can  have  any 
peculiar  efficacy  in  promoting -the  interests  of  true  piety  or 
learning." 

P.    «1. 
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FroBS  Iseta  paurumi  &c. 

**  His  brow  was  not  brightened  with  chearfulness;  and 
his  countenance  was  dejected*" 


P.  25. 

Aspco  concento,  &c. 
**  The  strains  were  harsh;  it  was  the  harmony  of  horror: 
shrieks,  and  groans,  and  lamcnutions  loud  and  deep,  wer^ 
tieard  to  agree  in  strangest  consonance.'* 


P.  15- 
Svegliata  fra  gli,  &c.  PctrafcA. 

*'  Awakened,  as  from  slumber,  among  the  spirits  of  the 
elect,  where  the  soul  enjoys  a  more  intimate  communion 
with  her  Maker.'* 


P-  »£. 

■ticvip  ««o  ra;y,  &c* 

''  A  gale  of  odorous  sweets  is  wafted  around*  as  from 
meadows  of  freshness  sldd  of  choicest  fragrance."  . 


R  26. 
Capita  argumentorum,  &c. 
**  The  heads  of  arguments  and  objections  against  certain 
persons    cl    morose  and    peevish   natures,    and   without 
erudition." 


P.  27. 
Che  tempo  c  ormai,  &c. 
••  For  it  is  now  high  time  to  offer  some  assistance  from 
.  the  celestial  vessel  (called  theampolla)  to  those  heads,  which 
are  either  empty,  or  scantily  provided  with  sense." 

H  h  4  P.  27. 
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P.  27- 

» 

'<  Hecate,  with  her  triple  head,  a  fatal  and  trexnendouf 
prodigy,  the  child  of  Tartarus." 


P.  27. 

OvS    A^^    SflKOLTOi 

«•  The  favourites  of  Mars." 


P.  27. 

Kai  Si   Evt/o;,  &C» 

•*  The  divine  Bcllona,    and    the    Tritonian    goddess, 
Minerva.*' 


P.  28. 

Mendici,  mimi,   balatrones. 

"  Beggars,  players,  and  varlets  of  every  description.'* 


P.  29. 

rvfjt,voj6'n  patxtarv,  &C. 
<<  Ulysses^  stripped  himself  of  his  sordid  garments,  and 
leaped  upon  tlie  great  threshold  of  the  mansion.     His  bow 
and  quiver,  full  of  arrows,  were  in  his  hand,  and  he  scaU 
tered  the  shafts  of  destruction  before  his  feet," 


P.  59. 

^tryhxov  M&iffav  xrsxvovm 

*•  The  lawful  possession  and  right  of  the  Muses.*' 


P.  30. 

Pensa,  che  questo  di  mai  non  raggioma, 

"  Pause ;  and  reflect,  that  a  day  like  this  may  never  dawn 

again." 

P.  30. 
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p.  30.     , 

Quos  orbe  sub  omni,  &c. 
**  Wisdom  herself  can  scarcely  number  seven  person9« 
from  among  all  the  sQns  of  jntnt  whom  shs  can  bouour  wkli 
such  a  name/' 


m>f 


P.  32- 
Grave  virus,  &c, 

•^  The  virulence  of  the  infection   has  corrupted  and 
destroyed  all  that  is  sound,  beautiful,  and  healthy.'* 


Non  tenues  ignavo,  &c. 

*'  I  strike  no  feeble  chords  with  an  idle,  unavailing  im- 
pulse ;  but  holding  my  residence  by  the  Auruncian  tempLe, 
(where  sleeps  the  spirit  of  Lucilius)  I  bend  before  the  tombs 
of  mightiest  mastery,  and  raise  my  voice  with  boldness*'* 


■Mi 


THi  END  OF  THE  PASSAGES  CITED  IN  THE 
INTRODUCTORY  LETTER. 
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A  TRANSLATION 

OF   THX 

PASSAGES  CITED  IN  THE  NOTES 

TO    THE 

FIRST  DIALOGUE 

or   THE 

PURSUITS    OF  LITERATURE, 


P.  37. 
Audaci  quicunque  aflflate,  &c. 

••  Whoever  thou  art,  who  fcelest  thyself  inspired  with  the 
spirit  of  the  fearless  Craiinus;  whoturnest  pale  over  the  pas^e 
of  the  indignant  Eupolis,  and  of  the  venerable,  dignified 
master  of  the  sock  * ;  look  also  upon  these  my  labours,  if 
by  chance  you  should  discover  something  matured  and 
perfected  by  study.  May  my  readers  approach  them  with 
an  ear  purified  with  incense  Jrom  their  altars.^ 

P.  40. 

Apollineae  helium  puerile  pharetrae.  Statins*, 

•*  The  childish  war  of  Apollo's  quiver/' 

P.   41/ 

Talia  dum  celebro,  &c* 

••  While  I  am  recording  these  events,  the  Fury  of  civil 

Discord  hath  shaken  her  torch  over  the  Tarpeian  rock,  and 

kindled   wars  as  fierce   as  those  on  the  plain*  of  Phlegra. 

Behold,  TiiE  Capitol  is  blazing  with  sacrilegious  fires, 

and 
*  Aristophanes. 
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and  the  Roman  Legions  have  assumed  |he  maddening  spurii 
of  the  Gauls  r* 


P.  42. 
Sol  occubuit :  &c. 
*•  The  sun  set;  but  no  night  ensued,**' 


P-  43- 

Fingimus  haec  ?  &c* 

*'  Are  these  things  matter  of  fiction  ?  Is  Satire  assuming  the 
loftiness  of  the  tragic  buskin  ?  Would  to  heaven  it  were  so/' 


mf^m^ 


P.   45. 

Quae  tibi,  &c. 
*'  What  remuneration'  can  I  offer  you  for  a  poem  liko 
this?"  - 


P-  45- 

Phyllidas,  Hypsipilas,  &c. 

*'  The  tales  of  Phillis  and  Hypsipiie,  and  all  the  lamentable 
ditties  of  sing-song  poetasters." 

P.  46.    . 

UntM,  &c. 
*'  Having  obtained  and  enjoyed  tfie  sovereignty,  he  closed 
his  eyes  in  the  same  comcfioti  sleep  of  mortality." 

p.  47^- 
Deficiens  crumena. 

*'  A  purse  undfelr  a  consufcnption." 

Il  I  n 


p.  48. 

Sine  vi,  &c*  \ 

"  He  will  utter  no  oracular  precepts  but  upon  compuU 

•ion.*' 

P.  48. 
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p.  48. 

Utrum  chimxra  bombinans,  &c, 

"  Whether  a  chitnara  buzziag  in  a  vacuum,  has  the  power 
of  eating  up  or  devouring  second  designs^  thoughts,  or  inten- 
tions?'** 


P.  50. 

Stupet  hie  vitio,  &c. . 

"  He  is  become  insensible  by  long  habits  of  vice,  and  the 
heart  of  the  man  is  waxed  fat  and  gross;  he  is  phced 
beyond  the  imputation  of  guilt,  he  has  nothing  to  lose,  and 
is  plunged  so  deep,  that  he  cannot  rise  even  to  bubble  oq 
llie  surface  of  the  stream^*' 


■p  I  I.  I.  I 


•P-  53- 

Piger  scribendi,  &c.     ' 

•'  Too  careless  or  too  idle  to  undergo  the  toil  of  writings 
I  mean,  of  writing  well ;  for  as  to  the  quantity  ^f  his 
compositions,  it  is  out  of  th^  question." 


P.  5^. 
Une  boutique  de  verbiage. 

"  A  mere  word-shop." 


I  1 ' '  i..i^ 


A  Germanic  question,  le  ridicule  the  absurdities  of  meta- 
physics run  mad.  Sec  a  similar  collection  in  the  seventh  chapter 
of  the  Memoirs  of  Martiqus  Scriblcriis ;  for  instance :  **  An 
'*  prseter  Esse  reale  actualis  £»sentiae  sit  aliud  esse  necessariMm 
•*  quo  res  actiialitcr  existat?."--ln  English  thus:  "  Whether, 
**  besi(ie$  the  real  being. of  actual  being,  there  be  any  other 
**  beirg  necessary  to  cause  a  thing  to  be  ?^ 
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P.  54- 

De  Causis  corruptae  Elpquentix. 

■;  A  treatise  on  the  Causes  why  Eloquence  has  been  so 
Much  corrupted." 


P.  54. 

Abundat  dulcibus  vitiis. 

**  He  abounds  with  luscious  fauhs." 


Ou  7«p  ev  fAe(ro<ji,   &C. 

"  The  gifts  of  the  Muses  are  not  offered  to  every  on<5 
who  passes  by,  as  common  favours ;  they  must  be  souglit 
after,  and  obtained  with  difficulty." 


P.  56. 

Mugitus  labyrinthi. 

•*  The  bellowing  of  the  labyrinth." — N.  B.   Put  for  any 
common  topic  of  ordinary  poets  or  writers. 


P.  56. 
La  nudrita,  &c. 
"  Trivulzia,    brought  up  and  nourished  in  the  sacred 


•avern." 


P.  58. 
Per  piu  fiate  gli  occhi,  &c. 

"  That  work  often  affected  us,  and  oiur  cheeks  turned  pale 
as  we  were  reading  it ;  but  there  was  one  circumstance  which 
quite  subdued  us.  As  we  were  proceeding,  I  exclaimed, 
**  Alas!  what  softness  of  sentiment,  what  extasy  of  rapture, 
**  conducted  these  wretched  souU  to  the  paths  of  sorrow  !" 

P.  69. 
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P.  60. 
Omnet 
Admonet,  &c. 
'*  He  gives  admonition  to  all,  and  cries  with  a  load  voice 
through  the  shades;  Give  ear  unto  me,    and  be  warned; 
revere  justice,  and  despise  not  the  power  of  the  Gods." 


P.  61. 
Sunt  adhuc  curae,  &c. 

••  The  offices  of  kindness  and  Jiddity  are  yet  cultivated 
among  men  :  some  are  still  to  be  found  who  will  perform 
the  duties  of  friendship  to  the  departed/' 


P.  62.  • 

Agri,  edificia,  loca,  &c« 

**  Lands,  edifices,  estates,  possessions  of  every  species,  all 
have  been  seized  within  their  grasp  ;  the  heaven  above,  and 
the  sea  excepted,  all  have  been  declared  public  property,  by 
gilt,  by  assignment^  by  auction." 


P.  62. 
Si  vous  voulez  une  Revolution,  &c. 
**  If  you  are  in  earnest  for  a  Revolution,  you  must  begin 
by -annihilating  the  Catholic  religion  in  France.'* 


P.  65. 
Qnantis  suspiriis,  &c. 
••  (They  feel)  by  what  prostration  of  soul,  by  what  prayers 
and  strong  conflicts  of  the  spirit,  even  the  slightest  and  most 
upperfect  knowledge  of  God  is  to  be  obtained  1'* 

~'~~"  P.66. 
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P.  66. 
Auctor  nominis  ejus  Christus,  &c. 

**  The  founder  of  that  denomination  of  worship  was 
Christ  who,  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  buffered  the  punish* 
ment  of  death  under  the  Procurator  Pontius  Pilate.'* 


P.  67. 
Non  est  qui  judicat  vere,  &c. 

**  There  is  not  one  who  judgelh  with  true  judgment ;  no, 
not  one.    Their  trust  is  in  nothing;   they  talk  words  of. 
\'anity ;  they  have  conceived  mischief,  and  brought  forth 
iniquity." 

P.  68. 
I,  Lictor,  &c. 
**  Go,  Lictor,  and  bind  ]iis  hands."' 


P.  68. 
Graeci 
Discumbunt,  &c. 

"  Their  entertainments  are  in  the  Greek  fashion  ;  and  the 
fictured  emblem  appears  without  a  veil ;  you  might  expect 
tO'  .see  the  dancing-girls  (from  the  East}  displaying  their 
auitudes  before  the  guests." 


P.  69. 

Sofia  irpcjTQV  ayvn  &C. 

••  Wisdom  is  first  pure,  then  peaceable." 


P.  70. 
Si  sic  omnia  I 
V  Would  he  bad  always  written  so  !" 


P.  70. 


[    496    ] 

P.  70. 
Bella  fcmina,  &c. 

**  The  smiles  of  a  pretty  girl  arc  the  tears  of  the  purse." 

Italian  Proi^irb. 


P.  71. 
Composuit  octo,  &c. 

'*  He  coinposed  eight  volumes,   not  without  elegance, 
but  without  sufficient  discernment." 


P.  72. 
Propera  stomachum^  8ccl 

♦*  Prepare  your  stomach  for  these  delicacies ;  and  feast 
upon  the  fish  which  has  been  preserved  for  your  times." 


p.  74. 

Corpus  sine  pcctorc. 

••  A  body  without  a  souL" 


P.  74. 
Viiae  summa  brevis. 

*•  The  short  span  of  life.'* 


F-74- 
Magno  conatu  magnas  nugas. 

*•  Great  efforts  for  great  trifles." 


P.  76. 

Quousque  frustra,  &c. 

*'  How  long  will  ye  idly  support  these  sons  of  fire?" 


P.  77. 
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P.  77.. 
N&  pour  la  digestion.  ^ 
'*  Born  for  notUng  but  to  eat  and  digest/* 


P.  80. 
Grande  munus,  &c. 

**  May  he  re-assume  the  weight  and  dignity  of  the  tragic 
buskin." 


P.  81. 

Ces  propos,  diras  tu,  &c. 

•*  These  subjects,  you  may  say,  are  certainly  pleasant  in  a 
Satire,  for  the  amusement  of  a  reader  who  loves  to  laugh. 
But  I  want  the  proof;  let  me  have  it  in  regular  form.  I 
agree  with  you  ;  well.  Doctor,  answer  me,  and  take  your 
seat  quietly,  as  in  the  schools.     What  is  a  Commentator  f 


s 


p.  85. 

Non  more  probo,  &c. 

*'  The  manner  is  neither  good  nor  respectable ;  when  the 
verses,  or  the  subject  of  them,  enter  the  very  marrow,  and 
when  the  eflfeminate,  lascivious  accents  provoke  and  irritate- 
the  inmost  sensations." 


p.  85. 
Pauca  suojGallo,  &c* 

«•  Such  effusions  of  verse  and  fancy,  as  even  Lycoris 
berself  might  read." 


■• 


li  P.8«. 


C    498    ] 

P.  86. 
Hoc  dcfuit,  &c. 
**  This  was  the   only  point  in  which  Fdbriciui  wai 
deficient."  i 


P.  87. 

Carminaque  Aonidum,  &c. 
**  (Minerva)  approved  the  strains  of  the  Muses,  and  tlieir 
Ix}nest  indignation." 

P.  88. 

Y\ap^a(THt  18,  &C- 

*^  Such  is  the  power  of  insinuating  flattery  ;  it  steals  away 
the  understanding  of  the  best  and  the  wisest. 

P.    92. 

Vidcre  Canes;  primusque  Melaffipus,  &c. 
••  The  I)ogs  descried  him:  first  rushed  forth  MelampuSf 
Pamphagus,  and  Dorceus,  and  the  swift-footed  Lycisca,  with 
her  brother,  the  quick-scented  Ichaobates ;  and  Asbdus  black 
and  shaggy,  and  the  powerful  Nebrophonos^  with  Lalaps, 
and  the  fierce  Theron,  Labros,  and  Agriodos,  and  the  shrilU 
V>ned  Hylactor,  and  others  which  I  cannot  name.  The 
whole  pack,  eager  for  their  pt^yi  follow  in  full  cry,  where 
the  path  is  rough  and  difficult,  and  even  where  no  path  at  all 
is  to  be  traced.  Alas  t  be  flies  from  his  own  attendants. 
.tFain  would  he  have  cried  out,  I  am  AcTv&on  ;  behold  in  mc 
yo\XT  lord  and  master. — He  wished  to  be  away  from  them ; 
t)iU  in  vain :  He  is  left  in  their  power. '^ 

P.         95. 

Ac/to;  xai  @&^x*nctnf^  &c. 
••  Himself  and  his  faithful  attendant."  Or,  "  TheKnigbl 
end  his  Squire." 
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P.  96- 

Mihi  sit  propositum»  &c.* 
**  My  resolution  is  to  die  in  a  tavern ;  may  wine  be  placed 
before  my  lips  as  I  am  expiring ;    that  the  angelic  choirs 
when  they  appear  may  say,  "  Heaven  be  propitious  to  this 
jovial  drinker!** 

P.  97. 

Ilium  pro  literato,  &c. 

*'  Many  were  inclined  to  consider  him  as  a  deep  schofar, 

engaged  as  he  was  with  old-wives  fables  and  trifles,  and 

passing  a  learned  old  age  among  the  Milesian  Tales  of  bif 

own  Apuleius.  and  the  childs-play  of  literature.'* 


p.  97. 

Utilium  sagax  rerum. 
'*  Subtle  and  sagacious  in  useful  discoveries* 


«« 


P.  98. 
Altum  Saganae  caliendrum. 
The  towering  head-dress  of  the  Sorceress  Sagana.'* 


p.  99. 

**  Mercy  rejoiceth  against  judgment." 


P.  100. 
Cuicunque  veterum,  &c. 
**  I  would  confidently  put  it  in  competition  with  any  of 
the  ancients.** 


I  i  2  P.  100. 

♦  Cited  by  Mr.  Warton,  in  his  second  Dissertation  prefixed 
tb  his  History  of  English  Poetry, 


C  500  1 

p.  100. 

Nfxi/onf  afMimva  tu^p^va* 

''  Phantoms  of  the  dead,  without  strength  or  substance.'' 

p.  101. 

Eccc  pro  Clericis,  &c. 
**  See  what  allegations  I  have  made  in  favour  of  Priests 
and  Presbyters  ;  and  so  majr  every  grateful  Cleri^  with  his 
fair  favouritei  say  a  Paternoster  for  me  and  my  sins  1" 


P.  101. 
"  Si  quis  dixerity  &c." 
*'  If  any  one  presume  to  say»  thai  a  Bishop  may  have  his 
foibles,  let  him  be  accursed." 


P.  102. 
£t  v^lut  absentem,  &i:« 
",  May  they  still  call  aloud  with  rival  cries  after  Actaeon, 
as  though  he  were  not  present.*' 


P.  102. 
*•  HIc  liber  est  conglutinatus,  &c. 
•*  This  book  *  is  conglutinaied,  or  made  up,  of  as  many  * 
books  as  would  serve  one  fat  cook  for  fuel,  to  dress  sheep, 
oxen,    swine,    pigs,   ducks,    turkeys,   and   geese,   without 
number ;  or  as  many  as  would  be  sufficient  for  one  High* 
Dryer  t6  heat  an  hundred  stoves." 
From  a  book,  intitled,  **  The  Epistles  of  Obscure  Men." 

*  I.  e\  The  Notes  on  the  Edition  of  Shakspearc,  by  Johoson 
^nd  Steevens,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


END  OF    DIALOGUE   THE   FIRST, 
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P.  103. 

**  Yet  untoucfaed  and  without  a  wound,  I  pass  through 
the  thickest  of  the  ranks ;  and  may  Minerva  lead  me  by  the 
hand,  and  defend  me  frdhi  the  missile  weapons  of  the 
enemy/' 

V  P.  105. 

Grato  mi  e  il  sonno,  &c. 

*'  Sleep  is  grateful  to  me,  and  it  is  still  more  grateful  to  be 
made  even  of  marble  itself,  while  wickedness  and  shameless 
effrontery  are  abroad  in  the  world ;  1  esteem  it  happiness 
neither  to  see  nor  to  perceive :  yet  rouse  me  not  from  re« 
pose,  but  let  your  speech  be  soft  and  low.*' 


P.  106. 
Flebit,  et  insignis,  &c. 

"  He  shall  regret  it,  and  become  the  burthen  of  some 
popular  song." 

m  I 

Ii3  P;iog* 


[    50«    ] 

P.    109. 

**  Having  drawn  forth  the  belt  and  the  paternal  sword, 
buried  deep  under  the  clitfs  and  rocks  sounding  with  storms, 
I  again  take  my  stand  of  obser\'ation*." 


P.  110. 
Dechiraiis  a  Tenvi,  &c. 

"  Tearing  to  pieces  their  own  Republic,  we  see  them 
as  lions  opposed  to  lions,  relatious  to  relations,  madly  and 
foolishly  fighting  with  each  other  FOR  TU£  CHOiC£  OF 

TYRANTS." 


P.  Ill- 

**  The  God  of  battle  kindles  the  flame  of  war  in  tbe  land, 
and  sounds  the  sanguinary  blast  from  his  trumpet.  The 
kingdom  all  around  presents  one  scene  of  devastation,  and  the 
fields  are  bristled  with  spears,  waving  thick  as  the  ears  of 
corn.  Lamentations  wafted  through  the  silent  regions  of 
the  air  are  heard  from  the  pinnacles  of  the  towers,  with 
the  rending  of  veils,  and  the  shrieks  of  women  waiting  for 
misery  upon  mifery,  and  calamity  upon  calaniity.-' 


P.  113- 
Glomerare  sub  antro,  &c« 

"  To  gather  together,  in  the  recesses  of  the  cavern,  a 

••  thick 

*  This  dark  allusion  of  Lycophron  is  to  a  legend  cooceming 
Theseus.  See  Plutarch  in  the  Life  of  Theseus.  If  I  recollect 
right,  there  is  a  picture  in  Lord  Exeter's  ccllection  at  BmUigh^ 
•Q  this  subject. 
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«*  thick  night,  palled  in  the  dunnest  smoke  of  hell  *,"  while 
the  darkness  is  mixed  with  fire  1" 


P.  113. 
Ubi  passim,  &c. 

'*  Where  error  drives  them  in  endless  deviations,  from 
the  right  path." 

P.  117, 
Dogmatizer  en  vers,  &c. 

**  To  deliver  dogmas  or  sentences  in  verse,  and  to  rhyme 
on  chapter  by  chapter/* 


mm 


P.    119. 

Vitreo  bibit  ille  Priapo. 
**  He  drinks  from  his  glass  goblet,  shaped  like  a  Priapus/' 


P.  1 20. 

Historia  quoquo  modo  scripta  delectat. 
**  History  is  always  pleasing,  write  it  as  you  will." 


P.  I20, 

Sed  tamen  in  pretio. 
**  But  still  it  has  a  value/' 


P.  121, 
Amoretti  alati* 

"  Little  Cupids  with  little  wings." 


Ii4  P.  123 

*  Expressions  from  Shakespeare's  Macbeth 
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P.    123. 

*'  All  things  which  are  habitual,  such  as  motions  fo  which 
we  are  accustomed^  are  favourable  to  sleep.  To  a  sailer, 
for  instance,  Uie  reclining  on  ship-board,  a  voyage  at  open 
tea,  the  sounding  of  the  shore,  and  the  noise  of  the  winds, 
and  the  roaring  of  the  waves,  &c.  &c.  &c." 


P.  123. 
Apollineo  nomina  digna  clioro. 
*'  Names  worthy  to  be  inscribed  in  the  choir  of  Apollo." 

P.    124. 

II  cantar,  che  nell'  anima,  &c. 

*'  That  music,  which  is  felt  intemattly ;  it  is  not  the  ear, 
"  but  the  soul  itself,  which  is  affected." 


P.  126. 
Felix  curarum  I  cui,  &c. 
**  Happy  and  fortunate  in  his  cares  and  engagements! 
For  him  the  garlands  of  Helicon,  and  the  idU  laurels  which< 
bloom  on  the  brow  of  Parnassus,  have  no  charms  !  But  the 
powers  of  his  understanding  are  vigorous,  and  his  mind, 
from  long  experience,  is  bound  up  to  bear  the  vicissitudes 
of  the  world." 


P.  126. 
Ingenium  illustre  altioribus  studiis,  &c* 
*•  In  early  youth  he  devoted  all  the  powers  of  his  illustrious 
mind  to  the  higher  philosophy ;  not,  as  the  manner  of  some  is, 
to  shelter  sloth  under  the  covert  of  a  splendid  name,  but  by 
a  steady  and  deliberate  firmness  against  the  accidents  of  life 
to  prepare  himself  for  the  administration  of  the  state/' 

P."  127. 
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p.  1C7. 

**  Opum  eontemptor,  &c. 
**  Superior  to  avarice^  of  a  persevering  rectitudi  of 
principle^  and  unmoved  by  fear.** 


<• 


P.  127. 
Magnum  est  vcctigal  Parsimonia. 
GBconomy  of  itself  is  a  great  revenile." 


P.  127. 
Maecenatis  Rana,  &c. 
••  The  frog  of  Mxcenas  (i.  e.  his  seal  bearing  the  figure 
of  that   animal)  was    an  object  of   great  terror,    as    the 
instrument  of  levying  money." 


P.  129.  , 

O/xst^  ^uviau^  (fvcBca^^  &C. 

**  His  sagacity  was  peculiarly  his  own;  and  being  gifted 

by  nature   with-  intuitive   skill,  he  had   moreover  such  a 

promptitude  of  Qounsel,  as  gave  him  a  decided  superiority  in 

»  advancing  all  that  was  necessary  upon  any  subject,  and  oa 

the  spur  of  the  occasion* 

P.  130. 
Informatum  fulmen. 
**  An  unfinished  thunder^bolt." 


P.  130. 

Tres  imbris  torti,  &c. 

Mr.  BuRRE  himself  has  thus  translated  this  passage  in  ' 

part  j,  chapter  5,  of  his  treatise  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful, 

as  an  example  that  words  may  afiect  without  raising  distinct 

iijiages,    ••  Three  rays  of  twisted  showers^  three  of  watery 

«•  clouds  t 
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clouds^  three  ofjire,  and  three  of  the  mnged  souiJf  mnis 
«*  then  mixed  they  in  the  work  terrific  lightnings,  and 
*«  sounds  and/ear,  and  anger,  with  pursuing  fiamcs.*^ 


P.  132. 
Cum  tot  abortivlsy  &c. 

"  Since  the  teeming  womb  of  Julia  has  prodoced  so 
lAany  crude  births,  or  rather  abortions,  which  coufess  their 
incestuous  sires." 


P.  132. 

*<  While  the  earth  is  burst  asunder  from  its  foundations,  and 
the  very  depths  of  Tartarus  are  disclosed  and  laid  bare  to 


view." 


CI 


Quando  ullum  invenient  parem? 
When  shall  thdy  look  upon  his  like  again  ? 


P.  134. 
Monumenta  rerum  posteris,  &c. 

•*  He  has  delivered  down  to  all  posterity,  who  may  enquire 
after  them,  the  monuments  and  records  of  these  transactions. 
Young  men  of  character  ai)d  ability  will  be  desirous  of  his 
company  and  conversation,  and  will  learn  from  hixn,  as  from 
an  oracular  decision,  the  path  which  it  is  their  interest  or  their 
duty  to  follow.  He  will  instruct  them,  and  will  form  their 
minds  ;  and  like  an  experienced  pilot,  will  shew  them  what 
is  necessary  to  direct  and  pre$erve  the  vessel,  when  the  gale 
is  prosperous,  or  when  the  storm  is  raging,    fie  will  be 

;         '  led 
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Iti  to  this  by  a  sense  of  duty  and  of  common  good,  and 
even  by  the  \rery  pleasure  and  satisfaction  be  finds  in  the 
office  itself." 


P.  134. 
Magno  discrimine  causam»  &c« 
**  Are  you  about  to  undertake  the  management  of  a  cause 
of  great  importance  ?  First  consuh  your  own  self:  say  fairly 
and  honestly,  who  and  what  you  are ;  whether  you  are  an 
orator  of  power  and  strength,  or  Curtius,  or  Matbo.  Un« 
derstand  well  the  measure  of  your  eloquence  and  abiiityn 


>» 


Hunc  ne  pro  Cephalo,  &c. 

**  I  was  apprehensive  that  you,  Aurora,  might  seize  upoa 
him  for  your  own  Cephalus." 

P.  136; 
Virus  lunare. 

**  Drops  of  infection  distilling  from  the  moon." 

N.  B.  Shakspeare,  in  his  Macbeth,  alludes  to  this  piece  oC 

ancient  witchcraft. 

••  On  the  corner  of  the  moon 

Hangs  a  vaporous  drop  profound ; 

I'll  catch  it,  ere  it  fall  to  ground." 


P-139- 
T'ns  (thftrsuSf  &c« 

"  He  was  the  Scribe,  or  Secretary  of  Nature,  dipping  his 
,pen  into  mind. 

P.  142. 

Nunc  non  e  manibus  illis,  &c« 

WUl 
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<*  Will  not  violets  spring  from  the  spot  where  his  fiianes 
repose,  from  his  tomb  and  favoured  ashes  ?** 


Rite  maturoSy  &c. 
*^  To  bring  forth  the  matured  birth  in  due  form. 


P.  145. 
Oro  miserere  laborum,  &c« 

<*  Consider,  I  beseech  you,  all  that  I  have  undergone;  have 
compassion  on  a  mind  which  has  suffered  most  unworthily «'^ 


\  P.  146, 

Nomen  in  exemplum,  &c« 

«<  We  will  preserve  his  name  for  an  example  to  lat^ 
posterity." 

P.      ^^7. 

"  A  Physician  of  consummate  skill ;  generous,  liberal,  not 
to  be  corrupted ;  a  friend  to  the  poor  and  needy ;  a  gentleman 
in  principle;  a  regulator  and  conductor  of  youth ;  a  man^of 
Sanctity,  justice,  and  piety;  whose  attainments  have  reached 
the  utmost  heights  of  erudition,*' 


P.  149.  ^ 

Nudus  agas,  &c. 
"  Plead  then  quite  naked ;  madness  is  less  censurable/' 
— N.  B.  Juvenal  alludes  to  the  indecent  summer  dresses  of 
the  Roman  advocates  in  the  courts  of  law, 

P.  150. 
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Quel  d'amor  travagliato  Sacripante*   ,  Ariosto.  0.  F.  c.u 
**  I  speak  of  the  love-lorn  Sacripante/* 


P.  15a. 

Si/yeroiai* 
(This  note  is  addressed)  "  To  the  intelligent/' 


P.  151. 
Delia  commodita,   &c. 

•*  I,  poor  Medoro,  in  gratitude  for  lhe^i;(?ttrtfW<rccq)tio» 
I  found  in  this  place,"  &c.  &c. 


P.  151. 
Era  scritto  in  Arabico,  &c« 
"  It  was  written  in  the  Arabic  language,  which  the  noble 
Earl  understood  as  well^s  he  did  Latin." 


P.  151, 
Ne  sono  a  Ferrau,"  &c« 

"  I  cannot  allot  any  moire  of  my  verses  to  Ferrau,  or 
Sacripante  (or  even  to  Carlisle) ;  the  Prince  of  Anglante  calls 
my  §ittention  from  them ;  &c.'* 


P.  152. 
*  Oi  Sect  oixTiipxvres',  Sca^ 

**  The  Gods  in  compassion  to  the  race  of  men  +  born  to 
toil  and  trouble,  assigned  the  Muses,  and  Apollo,  and  Bacchus 
for  the  companions  of  their  festivals." 


.     P-  152. 
f  Some  manuscripts  read  here,  "  politicians."  . 
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P.  1£2. 

N.  B.  These  are  Greek  musical  terms,  and  technical 
words,  which  it  would  be  needless  to  explain,  and  indeed 
would  answer  no  purpose*  •  Dr*  Bumey's  History  of  Music 
will,  I  believe,  give  their  explanation  at  large. 


P-  157- 
Di  Patrii,  quorum,  &c, 

••  Gods  of  my  country,  tutelary  Deities  of  Troy,  ye 
cannot  surely  have  resolved  to  extirpate  the  sons  of  Teucer, 
since  ye  have  inspired  the  breasts  of  our  youth  with  >uch 
k>yalty,  such  zeal,  and  with  such  determined  bravery." 


THE  JLHD  OF   THE   SECOND   DIALOGUE. 
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A  TRANSLATION 

« 

OF   THE 

PASSAGES  CITED  IN  THE  PREFACB  AND  NOTES 

TO  THE 

THIRD  DIALOGUE 

OF    THE 

PURSUITS    OF    LITERATURE. 


P.  159. 

"  The  arrows  rattled  in  his  quiver,  as  he  moved  along  in 
all  the  fierceness  of  his  wrath.  His  march  was  like  the  Night* 
He  took  his  station  at  a  distance  from  the  ships,  and  sent  forth 
a  shaft;  and  the  sounding  of  the  silver  bow  was  terrible* 
His  first  attack  was  on  the  animals,  the  mules  and  dogs:  but 
after  that,  he  smote  the  army  itself  with  many  a  fleadly 
arrow,  and  the  funeral  piles  of  the  slain  blazed  frequej^t 
through  the  camp/' 


P.  161. 

ToLUTOL  Tray 6*  vrep  Tpwyv,  v^epf  &C. 

**  I  present  these  considerations  as  the  result  of  accurate 
^d  solemn  investigation ;  they  are  offered  in  behalf  of  you 
ALL;  in  the  cause  of  Truth,  your  Constitution,  and  your 
Laws;  for  your  common  Salvation,  your  Religion,  your 
Honour,  and  your  Liberty." 

P.    161. 
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P.  161. 

Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  &c. 

**  It  is  the  right  of  every  man,  and  it  is  also  mine,  to 
endeavour  to  support  and  vindicate  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  his  country;  and  while  I  have  the  power  of  appearing 
before  the  public,  I  decline  not  the  danger  of  delivering  my 
sentiments  boldly  and  openly «" 


P.  163, 
Airavyacfai  Olos  H^sipos,  &c. 

*•  Look  upon  ••  the  great  Vision*  of  that  guarded 
mount,"  see  what  a  power  holds  his  watchful  residence  on 
the  summit  of  the  cliff,  a  power  able  to  overthrow  you  from 
your  foundations!"  N.  B.  The  poet  is  speaking  of  Mars 
personified  on  the  highest  mountain  of  Dclos. 


P. 164- 
Jnstat  tcrribilis  vivis,  &c. 

**  She  is  an  object  of  terror  and  dismay  to  all  the  living; 
and  she  claims  the  inheritance  of  those  who  are  ready 
to  perish.  With  her  there  is  no  pause:  when  plunder 
ceases,  lust  wakes  and  rages  ;  the  rich  tremble  by  day,  and 
the  married  by  night.  At  her  nod  her  Satellites,  with  their 
swords  unsheathed,  start  forth  prepared  for  action.'* 


P.  165. 
Sxvis  opus  est  et  fortibus  umbris,  &c. 

'    "  She  requires  in  her  service  the  spirits  of  the  cruel  and 

of  the  brave ;  nay,  she  herself  creates  them,  and  she  finds  her 

account  in  deaih  under  every  form." 

P.  i68. 

*  An  expression  adapted  from  the  Lycidas  of  Miltona 
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p.  168. 

Quae  cum  magna  modis,  &c* 

**  A  Region,  long  the  subject  of  specul^ioQ  and  wonder 
to  all  the  surrounding  nations ;  a  kingdom  which  abounds  in 
every  produpiion  which  is  valuable,  and  which  is  defended 
by  the  internal,  consolidated  strength  of  her  own  natives ; 
yet  she  appears  to  have  possessed  no  greater  or  more  illus- 
trious object  of  love  and  veneration  than  this  man." 


P.  168- 
Omnia  fata  laborant,  &c. 

•*  The  fates  and  fortunes  of  all  around  totter  and  shake, 
if  you  attempt  to  change  what  now  exists  :  the  whole  human 
race  Stands  or  falls  in  the  issue  of  this  one  conflict." 


dO. 


p.  168. 

Animo  vidit,  Bed 
"  These  subjects  he  saw  by  the  power  of  his  mind,  and 
comprehended  them    by  his  understanding;    and   by  hi» 
eloquence  he  cast  a  brightness  upon  them/' 


P.  169. 
Apxei  EI2  Av9pa;yor,  &C- 

**  One  enlightened  man  with  an  ardent  zeal  is  able  to 
preserve  a  whole  people  upright." 


P.  170. 
La  piova  maladetta,  &c. 

•*  It  was  a  storm  of  accursed  quality  ;  of  rain,  cold,  heavy, 
and  frequent,  with  hail  stones  and  sleet,  and  thick  discoloured 

K  k  snow. 
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snow,  pouring  down  in  torrents  through  the  darkened  regions 


of  the  air. 


*• 


P.  171. 

"  Thou  slccpcst  the  sleep  of  mortality ! — But  we  are  noi 
unmindful  of  thee,  O  Achilles  ;  in  life  and  in  death  thouar^ 
equally  the  object  of  our  regard  and  veneration. 


^9 


P.  172. 
Oixoy  *afji»Bfoy  aaroi^t  &^* 

*'  I  record  the  praises  of  Corinlh^  a  state  mild  to  it's  own 
citizens,  hospitable  to  strangers*  famed  for  opulence,  the 
sacred  residence  of  Neptune,  whose  youth  are  renowned  for 
courage  and  ability.  There  dwells  Eunotnia,  the  goddess  of 
well-ordered  governments,  and  her  sisters.  Justice,  the 
unshaken  basis  of  every  state,  and  Peace,  of  like  manners ; 
the  dispensers  and  arbiters  of  wealth,  thf  golden  daughters 
of  Themisi  whose  counsel  never  deceives.  It  is  their  wish 
end  purpose  to  chase  away  injury,  the  bold-tongued  parent 
x>f  satiety  and  insolence." 

"  Here  too  the  Muse  breathes  forth  her  sweetest,  sofiest 
inspirations ;  and  Mars  himself  flourishes  anew  in  the  prowesi 
of  her  youthful  heroes." 


Haec  Ego  non  credam,  &c. 

**  Shall  I  not  rouse  myself  at  such  a  call,  and  attack 
them  ?  Shall  I  not  hold  up  the  torch  of  Satire  to  works  like 
jhese  V 

P.  174- 
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P.  174. 

Mt}  fiy^GXfijpElVf    &c« 

*'  Not  to  be  interested,  or  take  any  part  io  the  welfare  of 
a  State,  which  never  allowed  them  to  share  any  advantage." 


P.  174. 

"  The  Romans  were  nothing  humbled,  aA  might  have 
been  expected,  engaged  as  they  were  in  an  arduous  war^  and 
deserted  by  all  their  Allies.  But  on  the  contrary,  with  a 
firm  reliance  on  their  internal  powers  alone,  they  rushed 
forward  to  the  contest  with  still  greater  alacrity,  and  with  a 
courage  inspired  by  danger  and  necessity.  They  were  bold 
and  confident  of  their  ability,  under  the  guidance  of  good 
counsel,  to  carry  on  the  war  with  effect  by  their  own 
native  courage  and  virtues,  without  any  to  participate  their 
glory.- 

P.  175- 
Ferro  Argolicai,  Sec. 

*•  To  pierce  with  the  sword  the  inmost  concealments  ol 
the  Greeks,** 


P.  176. 
Tu  ne  cede  malis,  &c. 
••  Suffer  not  your  spirit  to  be  subdued  by  misfortunes ; 
but  on  the  contrar)',  steer  right  onward,  with  a  courage 
greater  than  your  fate  seems  to  allow."  . 


P.  177. 
MaraioXcyon^  9^/xa,  &c* 
^*  The  fame  of  some  vain  pretenders  to  poetry  has  been 

K  k  B  noised 
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noisrJ  about   Greece^  to  the   disgrace   of  a   learned  and 
distinguished  art." 


P.  179. 
Place  de  la  Traduction. 

par  Monsieur  Peltier. 
Jean  Morbury,  Doctcur,  &c.  &c. 

"  Place  of  Translation. 

John  Norbury,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  Canon  anil 
Fellow  of  Eton  College.     Aged  sixty  eight  j-^^rj. 

Stephen  Weston,  Bachelor  in  Divinity ;  an  Abbe, 
a  Traveller,  and  a  maker  of  verses  ;  formerly  Rector  of 
a  parish.     Aged  f  i  fty  years, 

Charles  Coote,*  Doctor  in  Divinity,    a  Dean  in 

Ireland.       Aged    fifty-two   years^    according    to    the 

Register. 

Edward 


P.  S.  J*ai  rc^uc  unc  Icttre,  &c. 

*  P.  S.  "  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Monsieur  Peltier, 
for  whom  I  entertain  the  ligkest  consUeraiion,  who  has  informed 
iTie^  that  there  is  a  little  mistake  concerning  Da*  Coote,  the 
celebrated  translator.  He  says,  that  Dr.  Coote  was  not  an 
Irish  Dean,  (and  consequently  a  great  Theologian,)  bat  a 
Doctor  in  the  Civil  Law  in  England,  deejify  'versed  in  iht  Gutk 
grammar,  Mr.  Peltier,  with  a  zeal  for  truth  of  the  most 
edifying  nature,  and  with  great  devotion  of  mind,  has  requested 
roe  to  correct  the  Register  and  the  Poetry  in  this  particular; 
and  has  also  signified  to  me,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nares,  a 
very  amiable  author  in  his  way,  and  editor  of  the  periodical 
work  called  Tht  Britiih  Critic^  was  very  eager  and  solicitous 
on  the  same  account.  Unfortunately,  it  is  wholly  out  of  my 
power  to  x>blige  them;  and  I  returned  an  answer  with  great 
frankness;  '^  My  dear  Peltier,  when  once  a  doctor's  head  is 
"  off,  what  can  be  done?"    (Nov.  1797.) 
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Edward  Tew,     Bachelor  in  Divinity,    Canon  and 
Fellow  of  Eton  College.    Aged  fifty  seven  years. 

Guillotined  after  the  Greek  fashion^  %^th  of  f/oreal; 

^th  day  of  the  Decade^  *796. 
Extract  from  the  Registerof  TheLitekaky  Guillotine. 

^.  B.    They  ascended  the  sca^old  with  great  resolution ; 
#/  a  quarter  past  ten  in  the  morning  their  heads  fell. 

Extract  from  the  Report  made  to  the  CquncK'  OF 
Ancients,  by  the  Executive  Minister  of  Literary  Justice. 


P. 180. 

A^X^rs,  SixeXixsi,    &C. 
•'  Yc  Sicilian  Muses,  begin  the  strain  of  woe,*' 


P.  182, 
Je  trouve  dans  le,  &c. 

**  I  find  in  Elmsley^  the  bookseller,  an  adviser  of  much 
wisdom,  knowledge,  and  discretion." 


P.  183. 
EtTTiv  8  TO  6^a;5'«v,  &c. 

••  An  oath  is  not  sublime  of  itself;  but  the  place,  the 
manner,  the  occasion,  and  the  circumstances  of  introducing 
it,  make  it  so.'' 

p.  186. 

,  Ao^oiy  is,    &C. 

'*  Into  all  the  meandrings  of  verbal  obliquity." 


K  k  3  P.  i8«.' 


p.  186. 

"  If^  courtezan  wears  ornaments  of  gold,  let  them  be 
eonfiscated,  or  let  her  person  h  public*  ^^ 


P.  187. 

"  The  Cyprian  verses  are  not  marked  with  the  accent  on 
the  ante-penultima." 

P.        187* 

Ex  libris  deprel^endi,  &c. 

"  From  his  writings  I  discovered  him  to  be  a  man  of  a 
glowing  genius,  extensive  reading,  and  comprehensive 
memory ;  but  in  general  more  copious,  than  choice ;  and 
his  style  and  phraseology  rather  confused,  than  clear  and 
chastised/' 


P.  i88- 
Figuram  animi,  &c; 
"  Let  them  rather  present  us  with  the  features  of  bis 
mind  than  of  his  body/' 


P.  189. 
Si  tibi  Mistillus^  &c. 
"  If  your  Cook's  name  is  Mystyllus^  why  may  I  not  cal| 
him  also  rara/'fl//a."» 


P.  191. 

*  The  construction  depends  upon  the  mode  of  placing  the 
accent  on  the  word  Ir^yjxsia* 

♦  The  words  Mystyllus  and  Varmt*aUa^  are  a  play  upon  two 
Creek  wordsi  which  cannot  be  explained  in  Engliih, 
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P.  191. 
Pleno  jure — and  usuRructuario* 

*•  Not  of  absolute  right,  but  only  +  usufructuary." 


P. 192. 
Supera  ut  convexa  revisant^  &c.:{: 

**  That  they  may  revisit  the  superior  regions,  and  again 
manifest  an  inclination  to  return  to  their  corporeal,  visibk 
forms.'* 


P. '192, 
Tvk  vuVf  xai  (Toi,  &.C* 

**  Take  this  reward  as  a  prize,  thou  venerable  old  man, 
.and  preserve  it  for  a  memorial  of  thy  skill/' 


P.  191. 
Melioribus  olim  auspiciis, 

"  Once  under  more  favourable  expectations. 


P.  194. 
Hoc  Juvenem  egregium,  &c. 

**  I  present  the  illustrious  youth  with  this  distinguished 
xnark  pf  my  regard,  and  of  his  merit," 


P.  194. 
f  Terms  in  the  Roman  law. 

X  This  was  an  Eton  allasion  to  Pr.  Norbury*s  series  of  oU 
clothes,  re-appearing,  after  having  been  locked  op  for  many 
months.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  translate  the  spirit  of  it  in 
English. 

Kk4 
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\  p.  194. 

'Otb  ysyovx  Awi^,  &c« 
**  When  I  became  a  man,  I  put  away  childish  things.'* 


«■ 


P.  195. 
Sic  liccat,  &c. 

*'  In  this  manner  we  may  attempt  to  fill  up  the  measure  of 
Grecian  literature.' 


It 


p.  195. 

Tunc  cum  ad  canitiem,  &c. 

*•  What  ?  when  the  hair  is  absolutely  grey  with  years-^ 
do  you  ask  me  to  overlook  such  folly? — No;  no;  no;/* 


P. 199. 
Spiritus  intus  alit ;  &c. 

*'  The  spirit  feeds  it  within ;  and  the  soul,  by  infusion 
into  every  member,  agitates  the  mass,  and  blends  itself 
intimately  with  the;  whole  BODYt" 


P.  200. 
Dixerat  Anchises;  &c. 

"  Anchises  finished  his  speech,  and  led  his  son  ^neas  and 
the  Sibyll  into  the  midst  of  the  Convention  and  the  buzzing 
crowd.  He  tb.cn  chose  a  rising  ground,  that  he  might 
observe  the  whole  company  as  they  came  successively  in 
review  before  him,  and  mark  with  discrimination  their 
countenances  as  they  passed  by.*' 


P.  202t 
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•  • 

P.  ao2. 
Decernunt  quodcunque*  &c. 

'*  They  do  what  they  will  with  our  whole  body." 


P.  202. 
per  Solis  radios,  &c. 

•*  They  swear  by  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  by  the 
thunderbolu  of  their  Tarpeian  Jovb;  nay,  by  every 
instrument  of  warfare  in  the  celestial  regions." 


P.  203. 

Ejectos  littore,  &c. 

'*  I  received  them  outcasts  from  their  own  coasts,  ia 
exile,  and  in  poverty;  and  in  an  hour  of  madness,  folly, 
or  inconsidcratcness,  I  ahnost  incorforaUd  them  in  the 
kingdom." 


P.  207. 
Haec  limina  Victor,  &c 
Through  this  threshold  the  Conqueror  Alcides  passed." 


$i 


P.  210. 
Tanquam  portum,  &c. 

*^  The  haven,    as  it  were,  and   the  sabbath  of   all  the 
pontcmplations  of  man." 


P.  210. 
Te  quoquc  dignum,  &c. 

'*  Render  yourself  worthy  of  the  Deity." 


■H^ 


P.       214. 


C  sw   1 

Vioeta  csdit  sua/ 
*'*  He  prunes  his  own  vineyards.'* 


P.  215. 
Ad  terras  comitata  cadentem,  Sec* 

*<  Let  the  trace  of  the  avenging  lightning  which  aceom« 
panied  him  in  his  fall  to  earth,  now  mark  the  very  walls.'' 


P.  219. 
In  nostros  fabricata  est,  &e. 

•*  The  machine  is  raised  to  batter  down  our  own  walli,'* 


P.  2flO. 

Natural  \ 
Perturbatur  ibi,  &c^ 

«*  The  whole  body  and  frame  of  Nature  is  thus  thrown  into 
confusion  and  disturbance,  and  every  principle  is  made  id 
change  its  position/' 


P.  229. 

Hin  yap  pLQi  onoro^  ayvo<a$  iico^'^rat  &C. 

•*  In  my  opinion,  the  whole  of  their  systems  present  to  us 
nothing  but  the  gross  darkness  of  ignorance,  and  the  blackness 
of  deceit,  with  errors  wide  and  infinite;  nothing  but  mere 
fancies,  and  crude  conceptions,  and  ignorance  which  sets  all 
comprehension  at  defiance.  I  have  therefore  submitted  to 
examine  them,  from  a  desire  to  point  out  the  contradictions 
which  prevail  in  their  writings,  and  to  shew  the  world  that 
they  only  lead  to  discussions  incapable  either  of  limit  or  of 
definition  ;  and   further  to  convince  men>  that  the  end  and 

result 
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result  of  them  all  is  unsatisfactoiy  and  productive  of  no 
advantage  whatsoever;  without  any  Bupport  from  matter  of 
fact»  or  from  the  evidence  of  reason/* 


P.  222. 

Fevo^evo;  ev«  &C* 
*^  Being  in  an  agony  he  prayed  more  earnestly." 


P.  223. 
Notis  et  Commentarris,  &c. 
•«  With  the  unceasing  perpetual  notes  and  commentarici 
of  Doctor  Guillotine.'*  ' 


P-  223. 
•O  Traw* 


**  A  man  of  supreme  eminence.'* 

P.  224. 
Melliti  verborum  globuU. 

*•  iTie  honeyed  globules  of  language." 

»     ■    — ^* 

P.  224. 
Ut  magis  sit  hasce,  &c. 
^'  It  is  far  easier  to  comprehend  the  doctrine  of  the  rising, 
and  setting  of  the  stars,  than^o  understand  these  strange 
contortions  and  excentricities  of  speech. 

P.  224. 

At/XV«;    E^^OVTEf,    &c. 

'^  Holding  lights  in  their  hands,  and  trilling  out  melodies, 

and  verses  '*  between  ancient  and  modern."* 

P.  224. 

*  It  is  impossible  to  render  the  original  Greek  word  in 
English,  which  is  compounded  ludicrously.  An  expUnatioil 
coald  serve  no  purpose  whatsoever. 


[    5M    I 
P.  224. 
Salva  res  est,  &c. 
<*  The  matter  is  all  safe;  he  actually  is  setting  up  for  a 
philosopher ;  pray  what  was  his  name  ?  *  a  strange  one." 

P.  225. 
Convenisse  Neptuno,  &c. 
**  It  was  suitable  to  the  majesty  of  Neptune,  that  tbe 
offspring  of  his  godship  should  acquire  a  more  ample  form, 
the  time  of  his  gestation  being  protracted*'* 


P.  225. 
Eflrei  ux,  &c. 

**  For  the  embraces  of  the  immortals  are  not  ineffectual/' 


P,  226. 

£v  Tdti;  ayjcOcus^  &C. 
*•  In  rich  and  good  soils  they  thin  and  lop  the  com  whife 
it  is  growing,  to  prevent  its  being  rank  and  luxuriant.*' 


»•■• 


P.  227. 
In  nullum  reipublicx,  8^c. 
^*  He  became  celebrated  for  an  affected  style,  and  ambitic^s 
wordiness^  without  any  advantage  whatsoever  to  the  state." 


a 


P.  231. 
O*  ^vamos  Xr/oSf  &c. 

'*  The  sound  doctrines  of  natural  philosophy  produce 

secure  and  well-grounded  piety  attended  with  good  hope, 

instead  of  a  fearful  and  consuming  superstition." 

P.  232. 

*  The  name  in  the  original  Latin  cannot  be  translated  with 
any  effect,  for  the  reason  given  in  the  last  remark  oa 
Aristophanes, 
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P-  232- 
Sint  hie  etianiy  &c.  , 

-»*  Left  merit  ever  here  obtain  it's  reward.'* 


P.  234. 
Musarum  spondet,  &c. 

**  The  whole  Pierian    choir    and   the  Roman  Phoebus 
liimsclf  answer  for  him." 


P.  236. 
Huic  Musx  indulgent.  &c. 

*•  To  him  every  Muse  is  propitious,  and  Apollo  claims 
him  for  his  own,*' 


P.  237. 
*09«  T*  Us;  r,pr/£ysir,; ,   &c. 

**  Those  regions  where  Aurora  has  fixed  her  palace,  and 
-holds  her  festal  solemnities,  and  wlience  the  Sun  himself 
**  begins  his  state,"* 

t  An  expression  from  the  Allegro  of  Milton. 


TH£  £ND  OF  THE  THIRD  DIALOGUE. 
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A  TRANSLATION 

OF   THE 

PASSAGES  CITED  IN  THE  PREFACE-  AND  NOTES 

TO    THB 

FOURTH  DIALOGUE 

OF   THE 

PURSUITS   OF  LITERATURE. 


P.  &41. 

^*  Neptune,  who  shakes  the  earth,  was  not  idle  in  his 
observation,  as  he  was  seated  on  the  loftiest  summit  of  the 
vood-crowned  Samos,  lost  in  wonder  at- the  contest  and  the 
war.  From  that  eminence  appeared  all  Ida,,  with  the  city  of 
Priam,  and  the  ships  of  the  Grecians.  He  then  descended 
from  the  craggy  mountain.  Three  steps  he  advanced  in  his 
march,  and  at  the  Jour  th  he  reached  his  destination  at  Mgx; 
where  his  imperial  palace,  ^emblazed  with  gold  and  gems, 
was  erected  in  the  depths  of  the  abyss,  unperishable,  enduring 
for  ever.*'    . 


P.  243. 
L*ombra  sua  torna,  &c* 

**  His  shade,  which  had  left  us  for  a  season,  ts  now  on 
kis  return."         '^ 

P.  147' 
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P.  247. 
O  proceres,  censore,  &c« 

*•  O  yc  chiefs  of  the  land,  docs  this  require  a  censor  t» 
punish  it,  or  an  augur  to  explain  the  prodigy  ?  Do  yq  call 
for  the  arm  of  the  law,  or  the  lustration  of  religion?'* 


P.  249, 


H/x€ir,  cif  lipa  xosi  ra^oi,  &C. 

*•  In  this  our  country  we  have  our  i^ligious  rites,  and  the 
tepulchrcs  of  our  forefathers.  Here  we  enjoy,  the  freedom 
of  intercourse,  society,  and  conversation ;  the  blessings  o£ 
lawful  marriage,  relations,  and  children,  and  the  chiqriiies 
of  lif«.  AH  these  we  enjoy  in  common  with  you ;  and  from 
these  obligations  we  hold  ourselves  worthy  of  your  trust  an4 
confidence." 


P.  2SQ. 

At  vos  Trojugenae  vobis  ignoscitis,  &c. 

^*  But  ye,  who  boast  yourself  oi  Ttojan  ancestry,  find 
excuses  for  one  another ;  and  such  actions,  as  ^ould  disgrace 
the  meanest  mechanic,  are  esteemed  h<^ourable  in  men  of 
jrank  and  dignity." 

P.  ^53- 
Tanquam  in  pistrinum,  &c. 

*-*  He  seems  to  be  confinedi  and  &hut  up  as  in  a  kind  o|r 
xorkhouse." 


P.  255. 
Quales  et  quantos  virosl 

^  Men  indeed  of  eminence  and  of  high  attainments.'* 


P.  2J5. 


P-  255- 
Idoneus  quidem  mea  sententta,  &c. 

**  In  my  opinicn  a  competent  judge,  for  he  was  acciii« 

tomed  to  bear  him  speak  often,  and  he  did  not  publish  his 

sentiments  on  his  works  till    the  orator  himself  ¥ras  no 

more.     From  this  circumstance  there  is  no  reason  to  think 

that  he  has  gone  beyond  the  truth  from  ibe  partiality  of 

friendship." 

P-  ^55- 
To  yxp  yepxs  sari  GtXvovTwv. 

•*  For  this  is  the  tribute  which  we  pay  to  the  departed." 


•^^ 


P.  259. 
Si  trapassammo  per,  &c. 

^  Thus  with  slow  and  wandering  steps  we  passed  tbroDgb 
the  palpable  obscure^  through  the  solid  temperament  of 
darkness,  mixed  with  drizzling  rain.  Our  talk  was  of  the 
life  to  come." 


P.  258. 
Episcopatus  non  est,  &c^ 

^*  The  office  of  a  Bishop  was  not  devised  merely  Xxi  pass 
away  life,  but  it  is  an  office  of  duty,  labour,  and  attention." 


P.  259. 
•Oi  S^  tovJe  /xgTiovTe;  r(y*  t^otov,  &C# 

•*  They,  who  have  thuS  fashioned  their  mann^rsi  godlike 
Beings,  carried  up  by  devout  aspirations  to  the  heavenly 
regions,  superintend  the  lives  of  all  around  them.  They  arc 
set  apart  and  sanctified  unto  God  Himself,  who  is  above 
all«  for  the  «ake  of  the  whole  human  race;    by  a  spirit 

and 
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and  disposition  purified  froip  every  stain»  by  the  unerring 
doctrines  of  true  and  unfeigned  piety,  and  by  words  and 
works  according  unto  righteousness.  By  these  and  such 
actions  they  offer  up  a  species  of  propitiation  to  the  Deity 
for  themselves,  and  for  those  of  the  same  common  nature» 
and  compleat  their  hallowed  ministry  in  full  consumma- 


tion.*' 


P.  259. 
Saltern  daretur,  &c. 

"  May  the  evening  of  my  life  pass  in  tranquillity,  and 
hi  the  study  of  the  sacred  Scriptures." 

P.  260. 
Quibus  occupatut,  &c. 

**  The  mind  busied  and  beset  with  (political)  considera* 
tions,  finds  but  few  intervals  for  polite  literature." 


P.  261. 
Corpora  lente  augescunt,  &c. 

**  Bodies  are  slow  of  growth,  but  their  dissolution  is 
rapid." 

P.  261. 
Que  ma  vue  a  Colbert  inspiroit  Tallegresse." 

**  My  presence  gave  chearfulness  to  tbe^  minister." 
(Colbert).* 

P.  262- 

*  %>ileau  is  speaking  of  the  great  Colbert,  and  of  the  Princes 
of  the  blood,  and  high  Nobles  who  honoured  km  with  tktir 
friendship.  Such  times  are  now  paued  for  ever  in  Francei  anil 
perhaps  in  Epgland*  .      . 

LI 
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Trunco»  non  iVondibus,  &c. 
**  The  aged  tree  casts  a  shadow  with  its  trunk,   not  tvitk 
Its  foliage." 

P.  263. 

"  To  manaj^c  metaphors  with  discretion,  is  the  mart  of 
a  just  and  comprehensive  mind.'* 


P.  263. 

'*  The  metaphors  which  are  drawn  from  analogy.  geoc« 
rally  meet  with  the  greatest  approbation.*' 

P.        263. 

Tr^v  fjbtv  oiriAv  cvi^fpoyrEr,  &C. 

"  They  endeavoured  to  impute  to  them  the  charge  of 
ibeing  enemies  to  the  people.  Some  were  destroyed  from 
private  malice,  and  othert  because  they  were  the  creditors 
of  their  murderers.'* 


P.  264. 
*Oi  EV  rais  woXso'iy  wpoaravris^  &C. 

"  The  chiefs  of  the  factions  had  each  of  them  a  specioifi 
name  and  pretext.  Some  held  forth  a  political  equalitf 
among  the  ciiizens,  and  some,  a  plan  of  a  more  temperate 
aristocracy.  Their  fpeeches  had  a  reference  to  the  com- 
mon prize  of  contest,  power  and  sovereignty ;  and  every 
art  was  used  by  the  antagonists  to  defeat  each  other.  Hav- 
ing obtained  their  ends  either  by  nnjust  sentences,  or  by 
4cts  of  violence,  they  were  prepared  to  fill  up  the  measure 

f  f  th.eir  crimes  and  iniquity/' 

P.  a6;. 
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p.  265. 

*'  The  rage  after  desires  hard  to  be  attained,  is  increased 
by  the  difficulty." 

P.  265. 
Tristis  felicibus  umbKis,  &c. 

*'  The  shades  of  the  happy  spirits  in  Elysium  had  a  gloom 
on  their  appearance*  I  saw  the  Decii,  the  psltent  and  the 
ion,  souls  Which  might  well  expiate  the  guilt  of  war;  and 
Camillus  himself  in  tears.  Catiline  stands  in  frantic 
exultation  with  his  chains  burst  and  broken  asunder,  and 
by  him  the  Marii,  terrible  of  aspect,  and  the  bare,  naked 
Cethegi.  I  saw  the  Drusi,  names  of  popular  celebrity. 
Tribunes  extravagant  in  their  proposals  of  laws  and  decrees; 
and  the  Gracchi,  gigantic  in  their  enterprises.  Bound  in 
the  dungeona  of  Pluto,  they  rattled  their  adamantine  iron 
chains  in  sign  of  applause;  and  the  guilty  inhabitants  of 
Tartarus  seemed  to  claim  for  themselves  the  mansions  of 
the  just  and  good.'* 


P.  267. 
Aspice  Gentem,  &c. 

*'  Look  upon  the  Nation,  and  youi'  own  Romans,  call 
(rom  thence  the  genuine  Race  of  Latium,  not  Nobles 
from  Byzantium,  and  Citizens  from  Greece." 


P.  268. 
"  Fare  ogni  cosa  di  novo  in  quello  stato;   &c. 

*'  To  create  all  things  anew  in  that  state ;  to  make  new 
oflBces  of  government  with  new  names,  with  new  authority, 
JUrith  new  men ;  to  make  the  poor  rich ;  to  dismantle  ancient 

L  I  2  cities  ; 


cuics;  to  transport  the  inlubitants  of  one  place  to  another; 
and  briefly,  to  leave  no  one  thing,  nor  condition  of  life 
untouched,  and  not  to  sufier  the  existence  of  any  one  speciea 
of  rank|  or  order,  or  state,  or  posses&ion,  without  an 
acknowledgement  of  YOU k  having  granted  it,  and  that  the 
occupier  holds  it  of  you." 


P.  270. 
Nisi  Bcllum  Gallicum  exoriatur. 

**  Except  in  the  case  of  a  Gallic  war." 


P.  270. 

*^  Moreover  the  country  itself,  from  its  vicinity,  and  the 
ancient  renown  and  valour  of  ike  Gauls^  was  an  object  of 
considerable  terror  to^the  Romans  who  were  about  to  under* 
take  a  war  so  near  hotnc,  and  upon  their  own  borders ;  and 
in  particular,  as  the  Gauls  had  once  taken  their  city.  On 
tills  account  they  made  a  special  law,  that  the  priests  shoald 
enjoy  an  exemption  from  all  military  service,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  Gallic  war.  The  very  preparation  itself  proved 
the  nature  of  their  apprehension  :  for  it  is  not  recorded, 
that  the  Romans  ever  had  so  many  myriads  in  arnas  at  ovt 
timei  either  before  or  since  that  periad.'* 


P.  270. 
Ui  oportet,  Bello  Gallico,  &c. 

'*  There  is  not  a  man,  worthy  of  being  a  Roman  citizen, 
who  would  think  of  availing  himself  of  any  indulgence,  or 
exemption  from  service,  in  the  time  of  a  Gallic  war, 
according  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  our  ancestors." 

N.B.  The 
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N.  B.  The  object  of  that  oration  of  Cicero  was  to  inculcate 
this  doctrine ;  "  Gallis  fidem  non  habendam,  homlnibus 
**  levibus,  perfidis,  et  in  ipsps  Deos  Imroortales  i^ipHs  :*' 
t.  tf.  "  That  no  trust  or  confidence  whatsoever  should  Nbe 
**  placed  in  the  Gauls,  a  nation  fickle,  perfidious,  witbHut 
**  faith,  and  impious  against  the  Gods  themselves/' 


P.  271.    . 
Vocem  adyti  dignam  templo. 

**  A  voice  from  the  interior  shrine,  worthy  of  the  temple.'* 


P*ft7i. 

Ours  THtf  fl'TTEvJicnCf,   &c. 

*'  He  poured  no  libation  from  this  cup,  to  any  of  the 
gods,  save  to  Jove  alope.*' 


P.  271. 
Experiar,  quid  sacra  juvent,  &c. 

"  I  will  try,  if  the  Sanctuary  can  avail,  or  if  Apollo  be 
a<ceitful." 

P. 275.    ^ 

In  sua  templa  furit,  &c. 
■•  The  thunderbolt  rages   against  it's  own  temples,  and 
ivithout  any  matter  to  obstruct  it,  both  in  it's  fall  and  in  it's 
return,  spreads  devastation  far  and  wide,  and  collects  again 
it's  scattered  fires." 


P.  276. 
Talibua  ex  adyto,  &c. 
"  In  words  like  these  the  Sibyll  utters  her  tremendous 
oracles  of  dubious  import,  and  sounds  them  forth  fYom  the 
caver^n,  blending  truth  with  obscurity.*' 

L  I  3  P.  '2^6. 
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P,  276. 
Les  Merveilles  que  Dieuait  faites,  &c. 

*'  The  iniraclei  which  God  has  wrought  for  the  eternal 
salvation  of  Henrietta  of  England.  It  was  necessary  to 
of^rthrow  a  great  empire  to  restore  her  to  the  bosom  of 
the  Church,  If  the  laws  of  the  state  are  in  opposition  to 
her.  eternal  salvation,  God  will  shake  the  powers  of  that 
state  to  deliver  her  from  those  laws/' 


P.  ^77^ 
Me  permettez  vous»  &c, 
"  May  I  be  permitted,  O  God,  to  look  upon  thy  holy, 
and  awful  counsels  with  fear  and  trembling  ?  Are  then  the 
times  of  confusion  ooi  yet  accomplished  ? 


P.  277. 
*'  Nous  souhaitons  que  V  Angleterre,  &c. 

•*  Our  principal  wish  is,  that  England,  too  free  la 
her  belief,  and  too  licentious  in  her  sentiments,  may  be 
chained  down,  as  we  arc,  in  these  happy  bonds,  (ii  e,  of 
the  Catholic  faith,)  which  prevent  the  pride  of  roan  from 
wild  and  wandering  thoughts,  and  bring  it  into  the  captivity 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  of  the  Church. 

P.  278. 
Arsf)  Tifji^cvoq  aXXa;v,  &C* 

**  Sitting  apart  from  the  rest,  on  the  holiest  summit  of 

Olympus.*' 

«^»^—  II  ■ 

P.  278. 

npv  TO  aiovov  eCXcTSV. 

'*  He  looked  to  that  which  is  eternal  and  incorruptible*** 

'  P.280i 
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p.  280. 

Conditur  omne,  &c. 

*'  All  the  company  of  the  stars  are  veiled,  aiut  the  con» 
stellations  pass  away  without  a  name.*' 


P.  281. 

^'  He  was  an  experienced  warrior,  and  his  nature  inclined 
him  to  military  pursuits.  But  as  to  the  other  habits  of  hit 
life,  he  was  temperate  and  collected,  of  a  philanthropic 
disposition,  and  so  attached  to  Greek  litetature  and  Greek 
writing,  as  to  make  the  professors  of  them  the  pbjccts  of  his 
praise,  and  even  of  his  veneration.^ 


P.  282. 

Aux  Saurtiaises  fiiturs,  &c. 

^*  To  prepare  tortures  for  the  Salmasius^9  of  a  future  age,** 


R  ^84. 
Prima  vel  voce  Canentis,  &c. 
"  They  yield   to  the  first  notes  of  the  enchanter,  smd 
tremble  to  hear  the  second  invocation.*' 


P.  285.   , 
Credidi,  propter  quod  tocutus  sum. 
*•  I  b^ieved.  and  therefore  have  I  spoken^** 

-  ■    a  ■  I 

P,    286. 

Exequiale  sacrum,  &c. 
*'  The  funereal  dirge;  and  the  strain  which  appea;ses  the 
minor  shades.** 

L 1 4  P.  289* 
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**  He  Qould  not  rest ;  but  nouristied,  as  he  was^^itb  the 
laurel  of  Apollo,  be  poured  forth  his  oracular  straixu." 


P.  291, 
Hie  Cimbros  et  summa,  &c. 
**  He  sustained  the  attacks  of  the  Cimbri,  and  niet  the 
last  extremities  of  the  state,  and  by  his  single  prowess 
supported  the  city  during  its  terrors." 


P.  2Q2. 

**  Such  a  man,  taking  all  these  things  into  his  consideration, 
living  in  quietness  and  tranquillity,  (like  one  who  takes 
shelter  when  the  storm  is  raging,)  occupied  wholly  in  bis 
own  concerns,  and  seeing  the  world  around  hitn  filled  with 
all  manner  of  iniquity,  is  contented  to  pass  the  time 
of  his  sojourning  here  in  peace  ;  pure  himself  from  all 
unrighteousness  and  the  works  of  unholiness,  and  with  calm 
confidence  expects  his  dismission  and  departure  in  all  the 
fulness  of  hope." 

P.  294. 

*'  Their  own  son,  jporting  among  the  unmortaj 
powers." 


P.  896. 
Questi  erano  gli  scherzi,  &c. 
**  These  were  only  the  sportive  fancies  of  a  poetical  pen, 
BOt  the  serious  opinions  of  a  catholic  mind. 

P.    297. 
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F*  297* 
rPANTH  To^ofw,  &c. 

**  Granta  has  produced  a  son,  bold  and  in  .compleat 
armour. 


P.  297. 

KjiXx  xai  v^i  CiCa^i  &C» 

"  The  strains  of  thy  lyre  ajp  deep  and  various ;  thy 
march  is  noble  ^nd  sublime,  and  splendour  surrounds  thee 
in  thy  progress.  ^Vbat  excellence  of  thine  shall  I  then  select, 
ivho  art  every,  w^y  worthy  Qf  honour  and  commendation  ? 
Thou  hast  discovered  the  remedy  against  death,  and  the 
isi^pport  of  ol{d  age.  All  hail !  perchance  in  som^  future 
isong  I  may  again  remember  thee." 


P.  298*. 
Les  Romains  eurent  aussi,  &c. 

**  The  Romans  had  also  tlj^eir  allegories  upon  the  double 
.  Sun  in  its  succession  at  different  times  of  the  year.    Thejr 
applied  them  to  their  Rc7nus  and  Romulus,    The  nameiaie 
allegorical^  and  all  of  them  relate  to  the  year. 


P.  299. 
lis  en  firent  la  fete,  &c. 

**  They  changed  the  festival  of  the  Z^mures  into  /Immures.** 


P.  .299. 
Nous,  avons  vu  dans,  &c. 
^     We  have  seen  in  the  preceding  chapter,  that  Homulus  wu 
THS  sy  N «  that  every  argument  proved  it !" 

The 
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The  proof  is  this.    *'  L,e  nomde  sa  mere,  &c; 
*'  The  name  of  his  moiber,  that  of  his  father,  his  brothel 
th^  death  of  bis  brother  (Remus),  hit  own  name,  &c^ 


P.  299- 
Ce  qu'  exprimoient  a  cet  egard,  Xcc. 

**  What  the  Greeks  meant  to  express  by  the  Apotheosis 
of  Hercules,  the  Rotnans  expressed  by  the  Apotheosis  of 
their  Romulus" 


.Jj;^^^^ 


PI  ... 

•    299. 

Quirinus  (nom  de  Romulus)  la,  &c. 
*'  Quirinus    (a  name  of   Romulus \   being  the   literal 
translation  of  Melcarthe^  or  Mdicetta^  among  the  Tyrians, 
15  ANOTHER  PROOF,  that  they  Considered  /{tfiKSf/ttJ  A$ 


THE  SUN." 


Deliramenta  doctrinal. 
"  The  wild  speculations  of  learned  meii.^ 


P.  300. 
Si  Captivos  aspiceres^  &c. 
'*  If  you  regard  the  captive  nations,  behold  the  Motossi, 
the  inhabitants  of  Thessaly,  and  Macedonia,  the  Bruttians 
and  those  of  Apulia ;  if  you  consider  the  splendid  ornaments 
of  other  countries,  look  at  the  gold,  the  purple,  the  statues, 
the  pictures,  and  all  the  luxuries  of  Tarentum«" 


^.  302. 
Negatas  artifex  sequi  voces* 
**  He  attempts  to  express  the  language  which  nature  has 
denied  him." 

P.  3o«. 
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P.  302. 

Attaquer  Chapf  Iain  ?  ah,  c'est,  8cC* 

"  What?  attack  poor  Chapelain  ?  oh,  no4  he  is  such  a 
very  good  sort  of  man.  To  be  sure,  iE  he  had  taken  my 
advicje,  he  ivould  never  have  made  verses :  he  absoluteljr 
exhausts  and  iills  fiimself  zvitk  rhyming.  Why  does  he  not 
write  prose  ?-^This  is  ^hat  the  world  in  general  «ays  of 
him ;  and'  do  I  say  any  thing  else  ?  ,  ; 


P-  303- 
£t  quidnam  egrcgium,  &c. 

**  What   honour  can    result   from  the  destruction  of  a 

bpilding  raised  by  so  puny  a  lyre  ?** 


P.  304. 
£go  si  risi,  &c. 

^'  Ifl  indulge  myself  in  a  smile  at  such*  trifling  follic^ 
must  I  of  necessity  be  an  envious  and  malicious  tempered 
inan?  Surely  not.*' 


P-  394- 
Munus  Apolline  dignum. 

'•  An  offering  worthy  of  Apollo." 


p.  304- 
Criticus,  assuetus  urere,  secare,  &c. 

••  A  mere  critic,  whose  whole  business  is  to  torture,  hacR^ 
and  abuse  without  mercy,  every  book  of  every  description ; 
to  stab,  or  reduce  with  bis  pen,  all  commas,  syllables,  points, 

wprdj*, 
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words,  and^  sentences ;  will  not  such  a  man  withhold  his 
unrelenting  talons  from  attempting  to  destroy  the  good 
order  and  government  of  such  a  kingdom  as  this  ?" 


,  P.  305- 

IlnXuv  TO  lAsyaCf  8ic. 

*'  The  principal  feather  of  the  vain«glorioos  birdf  is 
plucked  and  fallen," 

P.  3^9- 

Tla<rav,  II^ioTixTjf,  &c. 

"  The  very  form,  Substance,  and  image  "of  Poetry  in  all 
its  brighmcsB." 

P.  309. 
'Qrav  6v9H(Ti*^<wv,  &C. 

••  When  feeling  the  power  of  enthusiasra,  and  fulljr 
subdued  by  the  influence  of  the  Muses>  he  calls  forth  into 
action  all  the  primal,  original,  and  divioC  energies  of 
poetry." 

p.  310. 

ToQV  Tft/v  rioi9ir6;v,  &c.     '  • 

'<  The  enthusiasm  of  poets,  when  it  is  roused  and  set  in 
mofioiv,  and  communicates  the  impulse  to  others ;  when  it 
receives  it's  fulness  from  above,  and  difiuses  to  all  around  the 
light  imparted  from  heaven." 


P.  310. 
K^Xm^oif  yinaa;  ^vynVf  &c. 

**  I  call  upon  the  Muses  to  send  forth  their  united  voices, 
full  and  symphonious,  in  all  the  varied  power  of  harmony; 

such 


V 
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such  as  they  are  recorded  tg  have  celebrated 'in  choral  bands 
at  the  tomb  of  Achilles»  in  Homeric  strains  and  immortaf 
inspiration.  Let  us  therefore,  the  sacred  Pierian  choir»  join 
and  breathe  together  all  the  fulness  of  the  song;  and  I,  Apollo 
with  the  clusteriug  locks,  seated  in  the  midst  of  you,  will 
myself  preside." 

P.311. 
Opysi  'n  fi/(n^t  &,C. 

"  The  disposition  of  your  soh  has  a  strong  impulse  t« 
learning  and  the  sciences.'* 


Legere  si  desideras,  &c. 

"  If  you  arc  desirous  to  read  and  study  works  like  these, 
you  must  be  free  from  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  business^ 
that  your  mind  may  be  at  full  liberty  to  comprehend  the 
force  of  poetry.  As  to  myself,  though  I  was  produced  on 
the  very  mountain  of  the  Muses,  where  the  consecrated 
Mnemosyne,  with  Her  nine  offspring,  bore  to  Jove  the 
whole  choir  of  the  arts ;  though  I  was  bom  in  their  very 
school ;  though  I  have  obliterated  from  my  soul  the  very 
traces  of  the  love  of  money  and  possessions;  though  I  have 
'  adopted  and  exercised  the  profession,  against  even  the 
appearance  of  success ;  yet  it  is  with  reluctance  that  I  am 
received  and  enrolled  in  the  assembly.  I  may  be  told,  V 
have  underuken  a  work  of  weight  and  dignity :  but,  allied 
as  I  am  to  all  the  literature  of  Greece,  why,  from  indolence  ' 
and  sloth,  should  I  abandon  the  honour  of  ^ly  native 
countrv  ?" 


P.  3^^- 
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P.  312. 
Neque  enim  Aoniuin,  &c. 

*^  I  wander  not  through  the  Aonian  grove  ivitb  the  steps 
of  a  stranger ;  nor  are  my  brows  now,  for  the  first  time, 
encircled  with  the  fillets  of  the  Muiies." 


P.  312. 
Helas !  je  n*ai  poin^  vu,.  &c.^ 

"  Alas!  I  have  never  visited  that  abode  of  enchantineot, 
those  sfenes  of  beauty  and  delight,  where  Virgil  bath  so  often 
sung.  But  I  swear  by  the  poet^  and  by  his  sublime  strains,  that 
I  will  visit  them;  I  will  pass  the  summits  of  the  Apennines; 
I  will  repair  thither*  full  of  his  great  name,  full  of  his 
consecrated  verses,  and  repeat  them  among  the  very  scenes 
diemselvcs  which  inspired  the  bard." 


•      P.  317.      ' 
Et  mex,  si  quid,  &c. 

••  And,  if  any  opinion  of  mine  is  worthy  of  attention!  I 
will  give  it  freely  in  his  favour." 


•  m  I  — 


P-  3^7- 
Sic  gemmas  vaginae,  &c. 

*^  In  this  manner  did  i£neas  ]^lace  the  gems  of  honour  in 
Ikt  \txy  front  of  the  .scabbard," 


P.  3»8. 

*^'  Like  Stentor,  with  a  heart  of  courage,  and  a  voice  of 
\l]fi&%  wboJK  speech  vas  equal  to  that  o\JiJiy  men  united." 
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P.  318. 
,   Vicuias  alii  Veneres,  See. 

••  Let  others  celebrate  in  song  the  charms  of  many  a 
neighbouring  Venus,  and  the  dances  where  the  Graces 
preside ;  it  is  our  province  to  record  the  austere  doctrines 
and  decrees  of  truth.  The  chords  of  our  lyre  sound  19 
deeper  and  more  solemn  tones.'* 


P.  319. 
'Oiov  0  to;  Vo>.?vA;vof,  &c. 

••  How  is  the  branch  of  Apollo's  own  laurel  shaken! 
-how  is  the  wboJe  temple  convulsed  ! .  Hence,  avaunt,  ye 
profane.  Apollo  himself  approaches ;  and  the  sound'of  his 
steps  in  the  threshold  is  propitious !" 


« 


P.  3^9-' 
De  lodice  paranda,  &c. 

A  house-Wife  doctor,  or  schoolmaster." 


P.  321. 
O  nondum  cognita  divjim,  &c,' 

**  O  ye  gifts  of  the  gods  not  yet  fully  understood !  All- 
JiaiJ,  Frugality,  thou  whp  art  guardian  and  friend  of  virtue 
and  modesty,  the  curb  of  luxury,  and  the  tutelar  genius  of 
life  itself!'' 


P-  323- 
In  qua  Ego  nactus,  ut  mihi  videbaT)  &C. 

**  Being,  as  I  thought,  in  possession  of  the  vantage  gro.und. 
with  the  opportunity  of  cutting  down»  or  of  curbing  the 
headstrong  impetuosity  of  youth,  I  was  earnest  iu  my 
endeavour,  and  exerted  evejy  faculty  of  my  courage  and 

understandin<;,^ 
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undersUinding,  not  frotn  a  dislike  or  hatred  to  any  one,  but 
from  an  honest  hope  of  correcting  the  errors,  and  healing 
the  disorders  of  the  state*  The  Republic  is  sorely  sfaiitfiea 
and  afflicted ! 


P.  324. 
Salve,  magna  parens,  &c. 

••  Hail  to  thte,  Eton,  Thou   great  nursing   mother  of 
learning  and  of  men ! " 

P.  324. 
Mussat  tacito,  &c. 
*^  Learning  is  struck  dumb  with  apprehehsion.'' 


P.  325- 
Academia  degli  Arcadi,  &c. 

'*   An  academy   of    Arcadians  and   Italian    Buffos  or 
comedians." 


P.  326. 
Uni  quippe  vacat,  &c, 

**  I  hare  leisure,  without  prejudice  or  partiality,  to  drop  a 
t^r  on  the  degenerate  race  and  kindred  of  Newton." 


P.  326. 
Stupet  Here  primo,  &c. 

'*  Achilles  stands  astonished  as  he  first  breathes  that  air. 
He  asks,  what  places  are  these?  what  waves  he  hears? 
where  is  Lis  beloved  Pelion?  he  finds  all  things  either 
overthrown,  or  alittied  and  strange  to  his  view;  and  ht 
even  Les.ian>s  to  acknowledge  his  own  mother.'* 

P.  3fl8. 
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p.  328. 

**  A  chosen   generation^    a  peculiar  people,    a  royal 
ftriesthood."  ^ 


P.  328- 
Jam  Thebae  juxta,  &c. 

**  The  scenes  of  Thebes  are  not  far  off;  and  the  gulph  of 
darkness  is  yawning  before  us." 


P-  332-  ' 
Quis  gremio  Enceladi,  &c. 

"  Who  confers  the  tribute  of  reward  on  Enceladus  and 
cfae  learned  Palttmon,  in  proportion  to  their  labours  and 
fitfigue  of  public  instruction  ?'* 


P-  338- 
Status  dicitur  a  stando^  &c. 

"  The  word  *•  state**  (or  condition  of  life)  is  derived 
^rom  "  to  stand/'  because  when  a  man  is  in  possession  of 
0ne  good prehtnd^  we  say»  A^  stands  well  in  the  tcorld.**^ 


P-  338- 
Recorderis  Marescottum  nostrum,  8cc. 

**  You  remember  our  friend  Marescottus  used  to  say,  that 
he  was  indebted  to  our  sacred  art  (of  medicine)  for  three 
things,  which  he  never  should  have  enjoyed,  if  he  had 
taken  upon  him  the  order  of  priesthood,  as  his  parents 
proposed  to  him.  The  advantages  were  these:  a  strong 
^rthletip  habit 'of  body  to  his  eighty-second  year;  a  hundred 

Mm  : .     .  thousand 

*  The  Latin  words  are  Tadlcrou^ 


t 

thousand  pounds;    and    an    intimate    acquaintanci^    and 
friendship  with  men  of  rank  and  eminence/* 


P-  334- 
Siccat  inxquales,  &c. 

••  'f  he  Priest  is  invited,^  but  not  to  an  equality  in  the 
glasses.'* 

P-,334- 
Ipse  capillato»  &c. 

"  My  Lord  himself  drinks  of  the  most  costly  vintage 
matured  by  years  and  good  keeping.*' 


£  ben  cosacerta,  che  Paolo,  &c. 
"It  is  a  certain  fact,  that  P6pe  Paul  the  Fourth,  who 
was  a  man  of  a  great  mind,  and  of  immeasurable  thoughu 
and  designs,  was  convinced  that  he  could  himself  rectify 
all  the  disorders  of  the  state,  by  his  pontifical  authority  alrae. 
He  never  conceived  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  any 
prince  in  these  affairs.  It  was  his;  castom«  never  «veo  U9 
converse  with  the  ambassadors,  without  thundering  in  their 
ears,  that  he  himself  was  above  all  Princes  and  Potentates; 
that  he  would  not  suffer  any  one  of  them  to  live  in  habits  of 
familiarity. wi(h  HIM;  that  HE  could. change  and  dispose  of 
kingdoms ;  that  HE  was  the  direct  successor  of  HiMt  who 
had  cast  down  a;id  deposed  kings  and  emperors."    . 


■M         ' 


Ubi  Papa, 'ibi. Roma  t  Scc2    .      : 

•*  Wli^rever  the  Pope  reiia^s^,  [h&rt  !«  Rome!'  for  ere* 

^d  ever,  till  time  shall  be'faOTOore!** 

v:v:*'  '\u.t-  ..,i  J    „i    '  P«  337* 


P'  337- 
Crimine  ab  uno,  &Ci 

"  From  one  single  effence,  learn  the  nature  of  them  all.'* 

P-  337- 
A.  D.  1544*    Meritidolkfii  et  Cs^prarienses,  &c« 

*'  In  the  year  1544,  the  Merindoliani  and  the  Caprarians, 

&c.  the  poor  existing  remnant  of  the  Albigensesy  presented 

to  Francis  the  First,  King  of  France,  the  following  Confeissioti' 

of  Faith,  which  they  had  received  by  uninterrupted  traditioii' 

from  their  antest<>n,  from  the  year  of  Christ,  1200,  &c." 


fc    I 


P-  338- 
Anglia  sic  stabit,  &c* 

**  So  shall  England  standi  bo  shall  she  remain  the  lofty 

and  umhakeh  citadel  of  Christianity!" 

P-  339-. 
Lseta  et.fprtia  surgunt,  &c. 

"The  plants  are  lusty  and  vigorous;    for  the  soil  is 

wholesoitie  and  Nature  is  working  at  the  root." 

P.  341. 
Jamque  videnti,  &c. 
*'  While  he  was  looking  on,  she  stained  his  temples  and 
his  forehead  with  the  crifnson  of  the  mulberry.** 

-       E-.g42. 

O  magna  sacer  et  superbus  umbra. 

**  Hail  to  thee,  in  awful  concealment,  and  in  conscious 
pride;  great  is  the  shadow  of  thy  name !" 

N.  B.  junius's  moUo  td  his  Letters  is,  **  Stat  nominis' 
umbra."     Lucan.— *'   There  is  only  the  shadow  of  the 


n0?nc.^ 


K  m  a  -         P.  345, 
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P-345* 
State  super  vias  aiitiqiias# 

**  Stand  firm  upon  the  old  patbs**^ 


P-345- 

**  Having  thus  spoken,  he  gathered  together  the  clotub^ 
and  with  the  trident  in  his  grasp,  perturbed  the  Ocean;  he 
roused  up  all  the  blasts  of  all  the  winds  from  every  quarter, 
and  covered  the  earth  and  the  sea  with  clouds*  and  Night 
was  spread  over  the  face  of  heaven  !'* 

P.  846- 
Dlcendi  Magister,  &c. 

**  PlatOy  at  once  the  master  and  the  example  of  eloquence*" 


P-347- 
Miiltos  modo  falsa  revisens,  &c. 

**  False  philosophy  has  revisited  the  world  and  deceived 

many;  but  Learning  shall  reinstate  them  and  fix  their 

minds  on  solid  ground*" 


P-  347- 
Cur  non  omnia? 

••  Why  are  they  not  all  so  ?" 


«i 


P.  347- 
Quis  rapiet  ad  se»  &c. 

**  Who  will  be  eager  to  appropriate  to  himself  what  is 
expressed  in  a  general  way?" 


P-  347« 
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P-  347- 
Qui  se  fera  connoitre,  &c. 

*•  Who  will  make  himself  known  out  of  season,  and 
without  necessity  ?" 

P-  347- 
Unde  Poctoris  titulo,  &c. 

•*  Whjr  do  ihcy  glory  ifl  the  title  of  Doctor^  but  to 
instruct  and  teach  others?" 


P-  349- 

**  The  epistle  was  written  from  Rome,  when  Paul  stood 
before  Cxsar  Nero  for  the  second  time/' 


P-  350. 
Negotium  iEdilibus  dedit,  &c. 

**  He  gave  it  in  strict  charge  to  the  iEdilcs,  not  to  suffer 
any  Roman  who  wore  the  toga  or  gown,  to  remain  in  the 
forum,  except  he  laid  aside  the  tacerna*  or  Panula.'* 


^» 


P-351- 
Multo  stillaret,  &c. 

'*  When  the  paenula,  or  cloak,  was  dripping  with  the  rain." 


•»^ 


P-  35^- 


*  The  Lacerna  was  a  garment  worn  over  the  toga  or  gown^ 
in  bad  weather ;  but  chiefly  on  a  journey*  The  old  Scholiact 
on  the  first  satire  of  Persius,  v.  68.  calls  the  Lacerna  and  Pxnula 
both|  PmWa.    The  pallium  was  a  long  open  mantcgu., 

M  m  3 


P.  351. 

£y  mna^furjfa^  &c« 
^*  In  an  indissoluble  connection  and  agreement  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  best  reason." 


P-  35^- 
O  VeccHi,  ch*  aKrete,  &c. 

^*  O  ye  old  fellows,  wh(^  feel  that  you  hax}^  i^^of  a 

wife,  &c.  &c.'*  School  for  Huitatub^ 

P-  355- 
Longa  est  injuria^  8ccm 

**  The- account  of  the  injurious  transaction  is  rather  long, 
and  the  particulars  of  it  tedious.'* 


P-  355- 
O  Fortunati,  quorum,  &c. 

"  Hail,  fortunate  and  favoured  people,  whose  tem^s^xni 
palaces  are  rising  ^gain  under  such  auspices!"— -Such  were 
the  words  of  i£neas,  as  he  was  surveying  the  pinnacles  of 

the  city." 

P.  356. 
Fortunae  majoris,  &c. 

^  A  man  who  reflects  honour  on  his  distinguished  situation, 
and  opulent  fortune ;  of  an  erect  and  independent  spirit*" 


P-  357- 
Carbonem  pro  Thesauro.  Proverb. 

"  A  coal  instead  of  a  treasure." 


P.  357- 
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P.357- 
Oceano  libemuSy  ah. 

.:  V  Let  us  pour  forth  our  libations  to  the  Ocean/' 


<• 


Privatis  majora  focis. 
Too  expensive  for  a  private  man's  purse." 


P.858- 
D'ou  ce  visage  enfin,  &c. 

'*  Whence  is  that  look,  paler  than  a  stock-bolder  at  the 
sight  of  a  decree,  which  cuts  off  a  quarter  of  his  income  ? 
Who,  or  what,  has  plunged  you  so  deeply  in  cliagrine  and. 
melancholy  ?  Is  there  any  edict  in  foTceJor  the  reformation 
of  the  kitchen  f** 

p.  358- 

Prens  moi  le  bon  parti,  &c« 

••  Be  advised,  my  son  ;  choose  what  is  useful ;  lay  aside 
all  your  books  and  your  studies.  Be  conversant  in  these 
publime  sciences;  fling  away  your  Plato,  and  take  this 
Guide  to  the  knowledge  of  finance." 


P.  360. 
Viti  cedat,  mi  conviva  satur. 

"  May  he  take  leave  of  life,  as  a  guest  satisfied  with  hi^ 
entertainment." 


.        .         ^  P-36I-  ^ 

Rendono  un  alto  suon,  &c. 

*•  They  send  forth  a  sound  as  loiid  and  deep  as  the  Ni4^; 

when  he   deafens  the  neighbouring   shores   with  all  his 

cataracts. 

M  m  4  P%  362. 


I 
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P.  86z. 
Soyez  plutdt  mafon,  &c. 

I 

**  Better  be  a  mechanic,  a  builder,  a  mason,  if  socb  is 
your  talent,  a  workman  of  character  in  any  necessary  art 
or  trade,  than  an  ordinary  writer,  or  a  common  maker  of 


verses.*' 


P-363- 

ExXotro^  ysvo/Acvo;,  &C« 

*<  He  was  chosen  for  a  certain  transcendent  excellence 
peculiar  to  his  nature." 


P.  364. 
Par  classes  et  par  titres,  &c. 

**  By  divisions  of  subjects,  and  heads  of  sections.  t& 
dogmatize  in  verse,  and  rhyme  chapter  by  chapter/' 


P.  364.  i 

TavroL  iiMn  Tns  iSSt/flradciar,  &c* 

"  These  are  the  archetypes,  the  exemplars  of  your  soft 
and  delicate  life;  these  are  the  shameful  and  scandalous 
tenets  of  your  theology;  these  are  the  doctrines  of  your 
fornicating  gods. — As  to  pictures  or  images ;  you  have  the 
little  figures  of  Pan,  and  naked  girls,  and  obscene  protrusions 
in  forms  gross  and  palpable.  Your  very  ears  are  impure ; 
your  eyes  have  committed  fornication ;  your  countenance  is 
adulterous.  Shame  !  shame  I  ye  have  done  violence  to  the 
nature  of  man,  and  by  your  corruptions  ye  have  debased  all 
that  is  divine  in  his  composition." 

P.  864. 
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AXXO  TE  (Ml  Bviuv  9]98^,    &C« 

**  I  think  this  circumstance  fully  sufficient  to  inark 
the  morals  of  the  man ;  this  alone  clearly  displays  the 
nature  of  the  affections  and  passions  of  his  mind*  Fdr 
when  a  man  stands  in  no  awe  of  the  disgrace  which 
attends  bad  actions,  and  has  no  concern  for  his 
character,  there  is  no  way  of  transgression  in  which  that 
man  may  npt  walk.  With  a  countenance  cloathed  ia 
shamelessness  and  audacity,  he  easily  and  naturally  proceeds 
from  one  bad  action  to  the  most  profligate  attempts.** 


P.  368. 
Transeat  in  exemplum. 
^'  May  it  pass  into  an  example." 


P.  370. 

Perchfe  altrove  non  have,  8cc. 

**  (He  does  this,)  because  he  has  no  other  object  to  engage 

his  attention ;  since  he  is  cut  off  from  every  mode  of  action, 

and  cannot  display  any  other  courage  and  ability  {at  present) 

in  more  arduous  enterprizes." 


Ut  vellem  his  potius,  &c. 
**  Would  to  heaven  he  had  given  up  to  trifles  like  these 
all  the  time  he  devoted  to  savage  and  cruel  purposes." 


«f 


P.  372. 
Wrought  up  to  a  high  pitch  of  fury." 


/ 


P.  373- 


P-  373- 


Triste  minist^rium !  &t. 


^'  A  melancholy  office !  after  the  manne)'  of  their  ancestOHii 
tbey  held  the  lighted  torch  to  the  funeral  pile»  and  turned 
fside  their  faces." 


P-87a- 

H  yKwtraoi  vt/p,  Scc« 

*  •*  The  tongue  is  a  fire ;  a  World  of  iniquity :  it  dtSMt 
the  whole  Jbody,  settcth  t»n  fire  the  coturse^of  tiajtti^»  an^ 
is  set  on  fire  of  hell ;  ft  is  an  unruly  evil»  full  of  deadi/ 
poison.*' 


iMMM 


P-  373'      ' 

r 

"  A  conversation  anci  behaviour  honest  before  men.— 
The  meekness  and  mildness  of  wisdom.*^ 


P-  374* 

ApwfJLsyo;  ivre^  &c« 

**  Endeavouring  to  secure  bis  own  existence  and  the  return 
of  his  companions,  but  in  vain :  for  he  could  not  secure  his 
friends f  however  anxious  for  their  support." 


P-374- 

Ewe  I  TpOH04  UfO'Vf    &c. 

'•  Since  he  had  brought  the  sacred  citadel  of  Troy  to 
.^ •      •• 


destruction." 


P-  374- 
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P- 374- 

"  He  took  away  at  once  the  power  of  the  Senate}  .  At*the 
measures  were  proceedilig,  the  words  qf  Graechus  received 
still  stronger  confirmation, — ^The  whole  strength  and  power 
of  the  government  narrowly  escaped  an  utter  subversion.' 


>9 


Eirare  Gives,  si  tum,  &c.    • 
"  (He  said)  th^  citizens  were  under  a  ihistake,  if  they 
thought  the  senate  had  now  any  weight  in  the  constitution*" 


P-375- 
Mirantur  taciti,  &c* 

They  stand  in  silent  astonishment ;  and  wait  for  the 
fall  of  the  yet  dubious  thunderbolt/^ 


« 


•k 


p.  3:^.     ^ 

Uu  te,  fortissime  Teucrum,  &c^ 
"  How  willingly  do  I  receive  and  acknowledge  thee,  t^oU 
bravest,  boldest  of  the  Trojans !   with  what  pleasure  do  I 
call  to  my  remembrance  the  words,  the  voice,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  great  Anchises  !" 

P-  377- 
Impudens  liqui,  &c< 

"  I  wandered  from  my  own  home,  without  a  blush  for 

my  folly." 

P-377- 
'    Mutemus  Clypeos,  &c. 

**•  Let  US  change  shields,  and  adapt  the. devices  of  the 

Grscks  to  our  own." 

'P-379- 
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P-  379- 
Hos  mirabantur  Athenx,  8cc. 

••  Athens  looked  with  astonishment  at  the  torrent  of  their 
eloquence,  while  they  wielded  at' will  the  passions  of  the 
full  assembly." 

P.  380. 
••  With,  singular  sophistry  and  arrogant  presumption." 


P.  380. 

Krv^H  yi/n^s  ^voii^  &C. 

'*  A  celestial  animal  having  nothing  of  pride  or  vanity  i» 
it's  nature,  sent  down  immediately  -  from  heaven  for  the 
preservation  and  guardianship  of  men  belpw/* 


P.  381. 

Apud  Grxciam,  qux  semper,  &c. 

••  In  Greece,  which  was  ever  ambitious  of  the  sovereignty 
in  eloquence,  and  particularly  in  Athens,  the  parent  of  every 
science,  in  which  the  highest  power  and  strength  of  speech 
was  first  cultivated  and  brought  to  perfection  ;*'  (oe 
peroration  was  ever  permitted.) 


P.  381. 
Epilogos  illi  mos,  &c. 

On  which  Turnebus  thus  comments  : 
Non  licebat  Athenis,  &c. 

•*  The  custom  of  the  city  precluded  him  from  the  use  of 
the  peroration." 

bn 
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On  which  Turnebus  thus  comments : 
**  It  was  not  permitted  to  attempt  to  move  the  passions ; 
and  they  denied  an  orator  the  epilogus  or  peroration." 


P.  382. 
£1  avSpaToSa;v  ii  IloXi^,  oXXa,  &C« 

••  If  the  city,  O  Athenians,  were  indeed  confessedly 
composed  of  slaves,  of  things  made  over  and  bought,  and  not 
of  MEN  who  consider  t)iemselves  worthy  of  the  rule  and 
governance  over  others,  ye  would  scarcely  have  endured  the 
affironts  and  insulting  language  of  this  man,  which  he  is  daily 
pouring  forth  in  the  market  place,  in  the  assemblies,  in  the 
very  tribunal  itself;  stigmatizing  men  better  than  himself, 
and  far  higher  descended,  as  poltroons,  and  slaves,  and  the 
tons  of  slaves." 


P.  383- 
Ilia  se  jactet  in  aula,  &c. 

*'  Let  i£olus  swagger  in  Js  own  Hall  1" 


P-  383- 
Proh  dolor !  imperium,  &c. 

**  Oh  hi^vy  report !  to  whom  Lb  the  epipire  of  the  ocmr, 
and  the  unrelenting  trident  now  consigned !" 


P.  384^ 
Eunt  tutis  tcrrarum  crimina,  &c. 

••  The  crimes  of  the  land  are  wafted  with  impunity  on  the 

sea  :  from  the  time  when  the  ship,  loaded  with  the  plunder 

of  Jason,    first  disturbed  the  rights,  the  repose,  and  the 

majesty  of  the  oc^an  I" 

p.  385. 


p.  385. 

VwiMOMMf  rayiJLC^ruv  aXaO^ioty/juoi^  8ce* 

*'  The  waf-ciy  of  the  Roman  legions  rushing  to  conqnelt^ 
and  the  shouts  of  the  seditious,  surrounded  with  fire  and 
sword,  were  heard  i^loud.  There  was  no  mercy  for  age; 
nor  could  dignity  find  any  respect.  Wasted  and  gaunt  with 
famine,  they  bellowed  forth  their  groans  and  lamentations : 
vhile  all  the  Perxa  and  the  neighbouring  hills  resounded, 
ai^d  made  the  tone  deeper  and  deeper.  The  calamities  and 
lufFerings  were  more  formidable  than  the  tumult  itself." 


P.  385- 
Dvra/  /X€7aXoi  ot,  &c» 

*'  The  composition  and  words  are  so  sublime,  and  the 

sentiments  so  weighty  and  full  of  matter.    The  whole  body 

of  the  narration  is  dramatic,  and  abounding  with  action." 


m00 


P.    386. 

Finis  et  xtas,  &c. 
•*  The  age  and  completion  of  all  things  is  gone  backward: 
bufVe  will  mark  our  late  dissolution  and  death  with  honour 
and  renown !  our  death  shall  he  delayed,  and  not  without 
'honour." 


P.  386. 
lis  prennent  leurs  ordres,  &c. 
•«  They  take  orders  from  them  without  being  conscious 
of  it." 


P.  387- 
Me  veterum  frequens,  &c. 

5'  Memphis   with  all  her  ancient   pyramids  oBns  m^ 

instruction; 
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instryctioQrr.^e  tear  which  f^Hs  ov^  departed  gloiy*  th<; 
busts  and  Qi^tiUfed  status  of  Roman  worthies  scattered  up 
and  down  among  the  people^  and  the  smouldering  trunks  of 
empires  smoaking  in  ruins,  present  many  an  awful  subject 
of  admonition  as  I  sit  ii^  silence  and  in  sorrow." 


P.  387. 
Ecce  iterum  Crispinus !  ^c. 

**  Behold  Crisptnus  again:  I  must  often  call  upoa,  him, 
a  monster  ^vhose  faults  are  not  compensated  by  a  single 
excellence,**  .  .     , 


P.  388. 
s  SI  tardius  artus,  &c. 

"  If  his  limbs  had  not  yielded  so  quickly  to  the  strqkc,^ 
Ite  might  have  deserved  a  second  thunderbolt." 

P-  395- 

Dat  operam,  &c. 
V  He  toils  and  labours  with  a  desire  of  uniung  reason 
with  madness." 


P.  396. 
Gros  paquet  de  totle>  Sac. 
**  (He  opens)  his  laige  bundle  of  clothes,  grcemnd  rcdj 
his  suits  of  clothes  all  of  one  colour,  and  bis  second-hand 
y€lvet  suits  a  little  faded." 


P.  396. 

Vous  ctes  bien  heureux,  &c. 
**  You  are  very  fortunate  in  having  applied  TO  ME,  in 
preference  to  any-  gtherpersQU.    He^vea  be  praised^  I  carry 


C    56i>    3 

0n  my  profession  in  a  plain»  honest  manner.     I  am  the  only 
old^clotkes^man  who 'has  any  morality  about  him." 


P.  396. 

**  We  shall  now  have  a  criterion  to  distinguish  THIS 
MAN  from  all  other  living  beings,  and  be  enabled  thoroughly 
and  distinctly  to  understand  the  whole  of  himj 


•A 


P-  397- 
Qui  au  travers  de  toute  sa  piete,  &c. 

"  Who»  in  spite  of  all  his^piety,  certainly  is  not  an  author 
with  impunity,  (or  without  paying  for  it),  and  who  has 
the  satisfaction  of  reclaiming  women  of  dissipation,  and  of 
preserving  spouses,  shaken  by  seducing  lovers,  Ann  to  their 
duty.  But  it  cannot  be  said,  that  all  his  homilies^  and  his 
Works,  are  equally  strong  and  delicate." 


P- 397- 
Avoir  pres  de  lui  un  homme,  &c. 

"  To  have  with  him  a  man  (like  myself)  who  knows 
something  of  literature^  and  writes  a  good  hand,  to  make  a 
fair  copy  of  his  homilies.** 


P.  397- 
Nil  habuit  in  tcnementis. 

•*  He  had  nothing  in  the  tenements.** 


P-  398. 
Doctor  sanctissimus  ille.  &c. 

'*  The  most  sacr^  Doctor  Gregorius  who  bedewed,  and 

even 
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even  inebriaUd^  the  church  with  the  honey*hcavy  dew  of 
his  preaching." 

P-399- 
Per  verita,  c  un  gran  capriccioi  &c* 

*'  In  truth  it  is  a  great  capriccio  (or whimsical  fancy);  but 

in  this  he  keeps  up  to  his  own  style." 

P-  403- 
Pan  etiam  Arcadia,  &c. 

"  Pan  would  acknowledge  himself  vanquished,  even  by 

the  decision  of  Arcadia^' 


P.  403. 
Hos  illis  dico,  &c. 
*'  I  address  tliis  observation  to  those  who  do  not  understand 


me. 


P.  40 J.    - 
Tcmulcntus  videtur. 

•*  He  seems  rather  insolent  and  flushed.'* 


P.  408. 
In  hos  tota  rucns. 

••  Rushing  upon  them  with  her  whole  force." 

P.      408. 

Tc,  Venus  Rcgina,  &c. 
"  O  Venus,  thou  sovereign  goddess,  visit  those  tcmple.% 
where  U\irtoti  and  Slecvens  call  upon  thee  wipioiu  sacrifice." 

P.  408. 
Nobis  non  licet,  &c. 

•^  We  who  cultivate  the  muses  of  a  more  chastised  spirit, 
cannot,  indulg'^:   ourselves  in   such   licentious    freedom  of 

speech.'* 

Nn    '  P.  411. 
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P.4it. 
Ergo  omnis  furiis,  &c. 
*^  All  Etruria  rose  up  together  with  just  resentment,  and 
with  instant  arms  demanded  that  the  king  should  be  brought 
to  ^pufiishment," 


P.  412. 

£nse  velut  stricto,  &c. 
*'  Lucilius»  as  with  a  drawn  sword  in  hand,  roused  himself 
into  ardent  indignation.!' 


P.  413. 
Nos  genera,  &c« 
•«  We  only  touch  slightly  on  the  various  kinds  of  books; 
it  is  not  our  business  to  digest  whole  libraries.'* 


P.  414. 
Non  me  Phoebi,  &c. 
''  The  shrine  of  Phoebus  has  not  deceived  me." 


P.  414. 

Gubernaclum  non  vi,  &c. 

••  Me  dragged  headlong  into  the  deep  with  himself  the 
rudder  (not  torn  from  him,  but  voluntarily  abandoned) 
which  was  committed  to  him,  and  by  which  he  was 
engaged  to  direct  the  vessel." 


P.  418. 
Deus,  in  spatio,  &c. 
•«  The  Deity,  in  infinite  space,  as  in  his  own  sensorium^ 
has  an  intimate  perception  of  all  things." 

P.  419. 

*  The  modern  democratic  word  for  mxrr^rr/if^  kings  and  priests. 
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P.  419. 

Deus  creavitt  ^c. 
V  God  created  the  universe;   Linnsus  disposed  it   ia 
order  !'•     \ 


P.  419. 

Stabat  anhela  metu,  &c; 

« 

••  Nature  stood  in  awful  apprehension,  looking  upon  the 
God  who  alone  rules  the  elements  !*' 


P.  421. 
Nolumus  leges,  &c. 

••  We  will  not  suffer  the  laws  of  Nature  to  be  changed.*' 


P.  421. 

NosfjLBvx  xaQopairai, 

•*  They  are  seen  by  the  understanding. 


19 


P.  422. 

Sunt  lacrymae,  &c. 

**  Tears  are  a  debt  due  to  human  misery,  and  the  woes  of 
mortality  affect  the  mind." 


P.  424. 

**  The  united  effulgence  of  numerous  and  collected  stars 
shining  together.*' 


P.  429. 
Tavra  pt€v,  Ixavofq  SfA^avKrai,  &c. 
*•  We  have  given  this  narration,  to  the  intent  that  the 

N  n  8  nature 
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nature  of  GoD  may  be  made  manifest  to  those  wbo  are 
ignorant  of  it,  how  various  it  is,  and  how  manifold;  and  to 
convince  them  that  all  events  come  to  pass  in  their  appointed 
season,  and  that  He  declares  what  shall  be  hereafter.  We 
have  related  these  things  to  shew  the  ignorance  and  unbelief  of 
men,  by  which  they  were  not  suffered  to  foresee  any  part  of 
these  events,  and  were  delivered  over  to  the  calamities, 
without  a  mode  or  possibiliiy  of  escaping  them/' 


P.  430. 

Av&pojVB  T«  ©en,  7ri(rT6,  &c. 
*'  Thou  man  of  God,  faithful  minister  and  steward  of  the 

r 

divine  mysteries,  thou  man  of  the  desires  of  the  sptritf  I 
call  upon  thee  as  a  pillar  and  support  of  the  church,  holding 
fast  the  word  of  life,  and  the  main  stay  of  faith,  and  tbt 
resting-place  of  the  spirit." 


P. 431. 
JEzciAx  similes,  &c. 

*'  Like  Achilles  himself,  they  wield  the  divine  armour.* 


P.431. 
Quid  non  libido,  &c. 
•*  What  cannot  the  wild  wantonness  of  the  human  mind 
devise  or  raise  up  ?  after  what  species  of  evil  has  it  not  an 
itching  desire  7 — Some  men  by  malicious  disputations 
question  the  rule  and  governance  of  the  all-powerful  God! 
In  proportion  to  the  wiliness  of  their  language  they  cut  up 
the  principles  of  the  Faith  hy  petty  shifts  and  prevarications; 
and  by  convenient,  pliable  syllogis^ns  they  loosen  or  con- 
firm the  consistency  of  every  enquiry  and  examination  after 
truth." 

P.  4jf 
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P'  434- 

"  He  passeth  from  himself,  as  the  image  to  the  archetype, 
being  already  in  the  possession  or  enjoyment  of  the  end  of 
bis  earthly  pilgrimage." 

P-434- 

^Oinrotf  ©gfii;v,  xai  avQpoj^arv^  &C. 
**  Such  is  the  life  of  gods,  and  of  godlike,  happy,  highly* 
favoured  men :  a  deliverance  and  separation  from  the  low 
cares  of  mortality  ;  a  life  which  receives  not  its  pleasures  and 
satisfaction  from  the  things  of  this  world.  It  is  an  ascent  or 
flight  of  the  soul,  which  is  one,  simple,  and  uncompoundcd, 
to  that  Being  who  is  One,  and  alone  in  an  eminent  ^nd 
lAcommunicable sense,  God  Himself  !"* 


P-  435- 

Tov  roiv  AcTTpcdv,  &C. 
**  The  whole  company  of  the  Stars,  and  the  great  Suu 
bimself,  are  not  bodies  of  fire." 


P-  43<5- 
Tlvp  'Tfi  To/v  Aarfojy^  &c. 

'*  A  species  of  fire  accommodated  to  the  nature  of  the 


•tars." 


P-  437- 


*  The  language  of  Plotinus  in  these  passages  is  st>  sublime^ 
and  full  of  meaning,  that  without  a  paraphrase  it  is  absohitely 
Hn/iossible  to  expres^s  the  ideas  contained  in  them,  particularly 
in  these  few  words,  «»  ^trfn  Mova  it^oi  MONON."  The 
translator  feels  what  every  Greek  scholar  will  experience  on 
such  an  attempt.  It  is  sufficient  however  if  the  sublimity  of 
the  ideas  is  apprehended  by  the  reader, 

N  n  3 
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P-  437- 
*'  Such  is  the  sacred  offering  of  the  Muses. 
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P*  439- 
i£iStuai  ingens 

Imo  in  corde  pudor,  &c 

*'  Rage  and  sorrow  mixed  with  shame  are  foaming  in  die 
depth  of  his  soul,  and  love  wrought  up  to  madness,  and 
conscious  merit." 


P.  442. 
S*io  avessi  le  rime  e  aspre,  &c. 

'*  If  I  were  master  of  those  harsh  and  rugged  rhymes, 
which  are  adapted  to  the  melancholy  cavernous  entrance, 
I  would  express  the  very  inmost  sap  of  my  conceptions; 
but  as  I  feel  myself  wanting,  it  is  not  without  fear  and 
apprehension  thet  I  speak,  for  it  is  no  ordinary  enterprise  to 
paint  to  the  world  at  large  the  wonders  of  THE  Abyss!" 


P.  44a. 
Ncgli  aiti  vestigi,  &c. 
**  In  the  sublime  track  of  mighty  poets  on  the  high  and 


master-road.' 


P.  444. 
Diis  DILECTE  Senex,  te  Jopiter,  &c. 

"  Fortunate  old  man,  favoured  of  heaven  !   Jove  himself, 

and  Apollo,  a-ul  t!ic  God  of  eloquence  must  have  shed  their 

mildest  influence  on  your  birth ;  for  no  man   can  be  the 

friend  cf  a  greatP  oct , -who  i^  not  himself  dear  to  the  immortals. 

Favoured 
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Favoured  thus,  you  enjoy  a  gri^en  and  flowering  old  age; 
the  honours  of  your  brow  are  preserved ;  your  understanding 
is  vigorous,  and  your  mind  in  full  possession  of  it's  adult 
faculties.  In  tl)e  name  therefore  of  Clio,  and  of  the  mighty 
Phcsbus,  all  hail,  thou  vtnerablt  Mansus,  hail  for  ages 
yet  tD  come !" 

P.     444. 

Tanto  homini  fidus,  &c« 

^  A  faithful  friend  to  so  great  a  man ;  and  a  steady  admirer 
of  such  distinguished  excellence.*' 


\  *  P.  444. 

Vir  vere  magnus,  &c. 

A  man  truly  great,  if  piety,  integrity,  probity,  the 
highest  erudition,  and  equal  modesty  with  dignity  of  con. 
ducty  are  qualities  which  can  be  esteemed  great." 


^  if 


P-445- 

TEXsi/ry}  T«  ?iM,   &Cj 

'*  The  close  of  his  life  was  most  illustrious ;  and  his  own 
Athenians  interred  Him^  (their  beloved  Physician,)  on 
the  very  spot  where  he  fell,  with  distinguished  honours  and 


veneration." 


P-  445- 
Finem  dignum  et  optimo,  &c. 

•*  May  they  close  their  labours  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the 
character  of  men  of  virtue,  and  suitable  to  their  cpfisecratjod 
works/' 


^  N  n  4  P,  446. 


•  • 
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P.    446. 

H  (jLoCKm>  Xvyfm^f  &c. 
*'  I  have  a  message  full  of  sorrow  to  delitfer  to  you; 
would  it  were  not  so ! — ^Achilles  is  no  mcfte/' 


P.  446. 

ToV  fMSV  8r6  flfltVOVT*  AoiJ^I,    &C. 

"  But  even  in  death  he  was  not  left  unpraised  or  unsung; 
for  the  virgins  of  Helicon  encircled  the  pile  and  tomb  of  the 
hero,  and  chaunted  their  memorial  dirge.  It  seemed  good 
to  the  immortals,  that  so  great  a  man  should  not  pass  from 
the  world  without  the  hymns  and  harmony  of  the  Muses." 


P.  447. 
Rcmuneratio  ejus  cum  Altissimo ! 
«*  His  rewted  is  with  the  Most  High  ! 


P.  449. 
Exomet  aetatis,  &c. 
*•  May  he  add  to  the  glories  of  this  our  age  !'" 


P-  453- 
Natura  omnium  partium,  &c, 

"  Nature  creates  and  produces,  at  one  and  the  same  time, 

the  rudiments  and  principles  of  the  whole  body,  and  of 

every  component  part." 


P-  454- 
Gnossius  haec,  &c. 

*'  The  Cretan  Rhadamanthus  sways  over  these  realms  of 

•unrelenting  severity." 

P*   460* 
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♦         p.  454. 

Demonstro  vitia ;  tollite,  &c. 


**  I  declare  and  demonstrate  publicly  the  specific  vices' 
and  crimes ;  take  them  away  :  I  denounce  to  you  the  force 
intended  to  be  called  into  a£Uon,  the  arms,  and  tlie  instru* 
ments;  remove  them." 


P-  455' 

Id(/vsiv  xgaJ/ior,  &C. 

•*  To  direct  the  intellectual  vessel  to  the  heart/* 


P-  455- 
Ad  pecuini  corpusculi,  &c, 

"  To  the  vileness  of  the  bestial  body." 


P-455- 
Ilium  ne  bominum  quidem,  &c. 

"  They  dd  not  consider  him  among  the  number  of  rational 
meJiy  so  far  are  they  from  enrolling  him  among  the 
citizens,  whose  institutions  and  manners  he  would  ridicules 
and  set  at  nought,  if  he  were  not  restrained  by  fear." 


9mmmmrm^^.mmm^ 


P.     456. 

Nigidium  vidi,  &c* 

"  I   have   seen    the   philosopher  Nigidius,    and    I    W4« 
acquainted  with  Cratippus." 


P.  458. 

"  A  certain  ignorance  very  grievous,  which  notwithstand- 
ing has  the  appearance  of  the  greatest  wisdom," 

P.  460, 
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p.  460. 

Abys^us  abyssum  invocat. 
"  One  deep  calteth  upon  another." 


P.  460. 

"  The  storm,   rushing   with  a  mighty   noise  from  the 
conflicting  cloudsi  roared  with  a  deep  intonatipn." 

P.  460. 
Vera  bona,  atque  illis,  &c. 

*'  The  ^ue  goods  of  this  life,  and  those  which  are  found  to 
be  essentially  diStrent,  when  the  mist  of  error  is  dispersed.*' 


P.  460. 

Tw  yi^uxriv  fjLSf  &C. 
*•  A  sharp-edged  sword  pierceth  through  my  soul." 

P.     462. 

Sic  furiis  Oci  mens,  &c. 
*'  So  ferocious  and  infuriate  was  the  soul  of  Cacus  /  be 
left  not  a  species  of  crime,  wickedness,  treachery,  or  fraud 
unattempted,  or  untried." 


p.  463. 

AitOpcitvo;  !  Ixayn  vpo^ottris* 
**  It  is  man :  the  name  will  explain  or  excuse  the  rest. 


'mm 


P.  464. 

O  x^ipoi  o^y,  &c. 

**  Opportunity  is  instant ;  experiment  is  hazardous." 

P.  464. 
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P.  464. 
Licet  quod  videtur,  &c. 
"  Whatever  they  think  proper  they  declare  to  be   the 
national    property ;    and  what  they  decree  to   be  so,  they 

expose  to  public  sale.*^' 

■  III 

P.  464. 
Perspici  non  potest,  &c.  * 
**  It  cannot  be  determined,  whether  their  severity  is  more 
grievous^  or  their  alliance  and  favour  more  expensive  to  the 
objects  of  them." 

P.  465. 
ETTSiJav  ovy^  rwv  Bvoy^^HvrotJVf  &C. 
"  I  am  not  of  the  number  of  those  men  who  are  perpetually 
troubling  and  disturbing  you  ;  I  hold  not  any  office  of  trust, 
or  of  administration  in  the  state.  I  therefore  come  forward 
with  confidence,  and  denounce  transactions  and  crimes  like 
these/' 


P.  466. 
Je  ne  veux  point  admettre  dans  les  arrets  de  conseil,  &c. 

*'  I  would  not  allow  the  admission  of  a  trivial  truth  in 
the  decrees  of  council,  or  a  clearness  which  is  too  easy 
and  familiar.  I  choose  to  have  a  subtle  kind  of  truth,  an 
elegant  perspicuity,  a  natural  manner  but  not  wholly  without 
art,  set  off  with  words  of  pomp,  unexpectedly  raised  vKth  a 
roundness  of  phraseology,' with  intermediate  vocatives,  and 
indejinite  adverhs.'* 

I    ■     M    ■ 

P. 466. 

I 

*•  A  treatise  concerning  Zoology." 

P.  467. 
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P. 467. 

IlfcvrwxovTa  xpi;jft/v,  &€• 

**  I  want  fifty  pieces  of  gold ;  I  do  fiot  want  letters.    If 
you  love  me,  give  me  money." 


P.  467. 
H  JloXiTixn  xvpiurxm^  &c. 

*'  The  science  of  Politics  is  the  supreme  and  master- 
founder  of  the  rest.  It  is  het  province  to  declare  and  ordain 
what  sciences  shall  be  cultivated  in  States,  which  of  theip  is 
propdr  for  each  person,  and  to  what  point,  and  how  far.— 
-  We  see  already  some  of  the  most  respectable  powers  bending 
under  her  domiiiion* 


P.  468. 
jlk^  si  vous  saviez  U  Grcc  ! — Ceux,  &c* 

'•  Oh,  if  you  did  but  understand  Greek ! — ^Thcy  who 
understand,  or  think  they  understand  Hebrew,  Arabic, 
Syriac,  Coptic,  Persian,  or  Chinese,  think,  arrd  speak  in  tho 
same  manner,  apd  for  the  same  reasons." 


P. 469. 
To  pwi  iuaipr,fjM  Xeyeiy,  &Q, 

•♦  All  the  ancients  were  very  careful  not  to  use  words  of 
an  inauspicious  sound,  and  in  particular,  the  Athenians, 
They  therefore  did  not  call  the  Prison,  the  Executioner,  or 
the  Furies,  by  their  direct  appellations,  but  by  softer  terms*, 
such  as  a  Mansion,  a  public  minister,  the  venerable 
Goddesses,  8^c.  &c.  &c. 


P.  47a 
*"  The  fynonimous  words  will  hardly  bear  a  translatiuo. 
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'     P.  470. 
Signa  tameii,  divumque  tori,  &c. 

•*  The  statues,  and  the  couches  of  the  deities,  and  every 
spot  which  they  had  honoured  with  their  presence  and 
favour,  are  yet  shewn." 


P.  471. 
Avri  TB  avo^HMi^  &c« 

*'  Instead  of  giving  a  plain,  open  avowal  of  their  opinions, 
they  have  recourse  to  sophisms,  and  glosses,  and  exceptions, 
and  ('demurring J  declarations.  Such  is  their  character;, 
men  without  virtue,  principle,  or  justice^ 


#        P-471- 
Cum  ferro,  cum  metu,  cum  privil^gio,  &c. 

••  With  the  sword,  by  terror,  by  pretended  rights  and 

privileges,  with  the  collected  bands  of  desperate  and  aban^ 

doned  wretches,    by   threats,   by   a  nefarious   league  and 

union  ; — by  these,  and  by  such    instruments  and  agents, 

they  would  hold  the  country  in  the  bonds  of  servitude  and 

oppression.     They  have  set  up  the  Statu  e  of  Liberty,  as 

in  mockery  and  derision,  not  with  a  religious  revQcence 

and  respect/' 


P.  472. 
Auream  invenii,  &:c. 

**  He  found  it  of  gold  ;  he  left  it  of  paper.'^ 


P.  474. 
Kon  hoc  ista  sibi,  &c* 

*•  The  times  demand  not  exhibitions  such  as  these.** 


^Mb 


P-  i7Sr 
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P.  475. 
Non  haec  cverso,  &c. 

.  *'  It  is  not  hy  such  leagues  and  covenants  as  these, 
that  he  can  preserve  the  Tuscan  stream,  and  the  palaces  of 
Rome  in  an  age  of  distraction  jnd  convulsion*" 


P-  475* 
Non  ante  revellar,  &c* 

••  I  will*  not  bp  torn  away  from  thee,  O  Rome,  till  1 
Onbrace  thee  in  thy  last  agony :  thy  name  also.  Liberty, 
will  I  venerate  and  cherish,  and  will  follow  after  thy  very 
shadow,  even  when  it  can  avail  no  more." 


THE  END  OF  THE  CITATIONS 
IN    THE    FOURTH    AND    LAST   DIALOGUE   OI 
THE  PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 
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